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Heartland Alliance’s National Initiatives on Poverty & Economic Opportunity is dedicated to 
ending chronic unemployment and poverty. Today, millions of youth are not working or in school. 
Our policy and fi eld building efforts work to ensure that these opportunity youth can access 
and succeed in employment and training. Our Opportunity Youth Employment Toolkit offers 
resources that youth employment stakeholders can use to guide programming for opportunity 
youth facing the most signifi cant challenges and barriers to employment, including extreme 
poverty, homelessness, or justice system involvement.

Learn promising 
practices and 
guiding principles 
for designing, 
implementing, 
and improving 
employment 
services for 
opportunity youth.

Roca uses 
transitional jobs to 
coach high-risk, 
justice-involved 
young men around 
positive behavior 
change, including 
success in work.

Daybreak’s in-
house social 
enterprise helps 
youth experiencing 
homelessness 
practice employment 
skills in a real-world 
setting.

Larkin Street offers 
youth experiencing 
homelessness 
a range of 
employment 
services, including 
transitional jobs, to 
meet youth where 
they are in the 
process of securing 
safe, stable work.


