Governor’s Task Force on Broadband
October 5, 2016
Minnesota Senate Office Building-Room 2308
95 University Avenue West 
St. Paul, MN 55155
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Task Force Members present: Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Hannah Buckland, Denise Dittrich, Kevin Hansen, Shannon Heim, Maureen Ideker, Bernadine Joselyn, Steve Lewsader, Neela Mollgaard, Don Niles, Jody Reisch, Dan Richter, Andy Schriner, Dick Sjoberg and Paul Weirtz

Task Force Members absent: None

Others in attendance: Tom Bordwell, Brent Christensen, Bill Coleman, Greg Doyle, John Dukich, Steve Fenske, Chelsea Georgeson, Allyson Hardle, Tim Johnson, Danna MacKenzie, Mary Magnuson, Tony Mendoza, Emily Pugh, Melissa Reeder, Bryan Stading, Sophia Stading, Ann Treacy, Megan Verdeja, Diane Wells, Curtis Zaun, Landon Zinda

I. Welcome

Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. Task Force members introduced themselves. The minutes of the September 7, 2016 meeting were approved.

II. Public Comments

Steve Fenske, Association of Minnesota Townships, presented the Broadband Coalition Letter to the Task Force from  17 organizations. The letter included the consortium’s priorities for the Task Force’s consideration as it works on policy recommendations for inclusion in the annual report. Mr. Fenske also responded to questions from Task Force members.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sophia Strading, a sixth grade student from Lake Crystal, read an essay she wrote about funding for wifi on school buses. Ms. Strading also responded to questions from Task Force members. A copy of her essay can be found at Wi-fi in Buses Letter

III. Comments by the Minnesota Department of Commerce

Curtis Zaun, assistant commissioner, Division of Energy Resources, at the Minnesota Department of Commerce provided comments on the benefits of telecommunications protection and distributed this Commerce Handout. Mr. Zaun, with assistance from telecommunications manager Greg Doyle, responded to questions from Task Force members.

IV. Update from the Office of Broadband Development (OBD)

Danna MacKenzie, Executive Director of the OBD, provided an update on the work of the office. She also noted that the maps and data had been updated on the OBD website and provided copies of two of the maps available.



V. Subcommittee Work Time
Task Force members then met for approximately an hour and a half in their subcommittees to work on content and policy recommendations for discussion by the full Task Force. 

VI. Task Force Discussion of Report Content and Policy Recommendations for the 2016 Annual Report

Task Force members discussed the outline, content, policy recommendations and writing assignments for the annual report. 

VII. Plans for November Meeting

Plans for the November meeting, including a review of the report draft, were discussed. The meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m.

