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Task Force members present: Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Hannah Buckland, Kevin Hansen, Shannon Heim, Bernadine Joselyn, Steve Lewsader, Don Niles, Andy Schriner, Dick Sjoberg

Task Force members participating by telephone: Neela Mollgaard, Dan Richter

Task Force members absent: Denise Dittrich, Maureen Ideker, Jody Reisch,  Paul Weirtz

Others in attendance: John Dukich, Jane Leonard, Danna MacKenzie, Mike Martin, Christine Pribbernow, Ann Treacy, Michael Vaughn, Diane Wells, Ryan Yetzer

Others attending by phone: Chuck Ackman, Bree Maki

I. Welcome
Margaret Anderson Kelliher, chair, called the meeting to order, outlined the way the meeting would progress, and welcomed everyone. Members of the Task Force and the audience introduced themselves. 

The minutes of the January 6, 2016 meeting were approved. 

There were no public comments.


II. Update from Office of Broadband Development
Danna MacKenzie provided an update on recent activities of the office, including meeting with USDA Minnesota staff and Senate outreach staff; assisting with the release of the Task Force annual report, speaking to the Minnesota School Board Association, and preparing for the upcoming legislative session. She also noted staff changes, with Christine Pribbernow moving over to DEED’s event planning staff and the addition of Ryan Yetzer who will be working on planning, data and analysis. Jane Leonard also provided an update on the status of the grant program. 

III. Planning for 2016 Meetings

The Task Force discussed issues it wished to cover in 2016, proposed subcommittees and possible meeting locations. Follow a lunch break, the Task Force members met in their subcommittees and then reported back to the full Task Force. 

IV. Legislative Panel

The Task Force heard about broadband issues for the upcoming legislative session from a panel that included Sen. Matt Schmit, Rep. Ron Kresha, Rep. Sheldon Johnson and Allison Jones, Senior Policy Advisor in the Governor’s Office. Following their individual overview comments, the panelists responded to questions from the Task Force.

The meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 
