Governor’s Task Force on Broadband
May 24, 2016
CommScope
501 Shenandoah
Shakopee, MN 55379.
10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.


Task Force Members present: Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Hannah Buckland, Denise Dittrich, Maureen Ideker, Bernadine Joselyn, Steve Lewsader, Neela Mollgaard, Don Niles, Jody Reisch, Dan Richter, Andy Schriner, Dick Sjoberg, 

Task Force Members absent: Kevin Hansen, Shannon Heim, Paul Weirtz 

Others in attendance: John Dukich, Jessica Folstad, Tim Johnson, Morgan Kurk, Jaxson Lang, Danna MacKenzie, Bree Maki, Mike Martin, Tyler Middleton, Trevor Smith, John Sonnek, Ann Treacy, Elise Vadnais, Diane Wells, Ryan Yetzer

I. Welcome

Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. The minutes of the April 14, 2016 meeting were approved. The Chair than gave an overview of the work of the Task Force and noted that previous recommendations of the Task Force to create the Office of Broadband Development and the Border to Border Broadband infrastructure grant program had been adopted by the legislature. In the recently concluded 2016 legislative session, the grant program had again been funded through a bipartisan effort. 

The Chair then turned the meeting over to Dick Sjoberg, representing the Emerging Technologies subcommittee of the Task Force, which had worked to organize the meeting at CommScope. Mr. Sjoberg provided background comments and introduced Jaxson Lang, a senior vice president with CommScope. Mr. Lang welcomed the Task Force and provided background on the company.

II. Broadband Marketplace Trends

Morgan Kurk, senior vice president and chief technology officer, and Trevor Smith, vice president in the office of CTO, gave a presentation on current trends in the marketplace. A copy of their presentation is available at CommScope Presentation. Elise Vadnais, business development analyst, provided an overview of a recently completed study conducted by CommScope on the differences between millennials and baby boomers in the use of broadband. A copy of the study can be downloaded at CommScope.com/Millennials. The CommScope representatives then responded to questions from the Task Force.

III. Legislative Update

Margaret Anderson Kelliher and Danna MacKenzie gave an overview of the results of the 2016 legislative session, including the $35 million funding for the Border to Border broadband infrastructure grant program, a railroad rights-of-way crossing bill, a telecom reform bill and $500,000 in funding for broadband innovation grants through the Minnesota Department of Education. Ms. MacKenzie also provided an update on the Office of Broadband Development.

IV. Tour of CommScope

Task Force members and attendees were provided with a tour of CommScope’s facilities in Shakopee. Following the tour, there was a brief question and answer session. 


The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
