Governor’s Task Force on Broadband
March 17, 2016
Ramsey County/St. Paul Workforce Center*
540 Fairview Avenue North
St. Paul, MN 55104.
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Task Force Members present: Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Denise Dittrich, Kevin Hansen, Shannon Heim, Maureen Ideker, Neela Mollgaard, Don Niles, Jody Reisch, Dan Richter, Andy Schriner, Dick Sjoberg, Paul Weirtz

Task Force Members absent: Hannah Buckland, Bernadine Joselyn, Steve Lewsader

Others in attendance: Chuck Ackman, Sam Drong, John Dukich, Elise Ebhardt, Chelsea Georgesen, Heather Isaacs, Tim Johnson, Jane Leonard, Danna MacKenzie, Bree Maki, Lisa Peterson-de la Cueva, Casey Sorensen, Ann Treacy, Diane Wells, Angie Willardson, Ryan Yetzer

I. Welcome

Margaret Anderson Kelliher, chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. Heather Isaacs welcomed the group to the workforce center. Members of the Task Force and the audience introduced themselves. The minutes of the February 3, 2016 meeting were approved. There were no public comments. The Office of Broadband Development gave an update on its activities. Chair Kelliher provided an update on legislation and hearings.

II. Presentation by Colin Rhinesmith, Benton Foundation

Colin Rhinesmith from the Benton Foundation, and an assistant professor at the University of Oklahoma, joined the Task Force via video conference to present information related to research he has done on broadband adoption for low income households. He responded to questions from Task Force members.

III. Presentation from the Technology Literacy Collaborative

[bookmark: _GoBack]Elise Ebhardt, City of Minneapolis IT; Angie Willardson, Project for Pride in Living; and Lisa Peterson-de la Cueva, St. Paul Neighborhood Network,  provided information on the work they do through their individual organizations and as part of the Technology Literacy Collaborative. They provided a handout (TLC Handout ) and responded to questions from Task Force members.

IV. PCs for People

Casey Sorensen and Sam Drong from PCs for People provided an overview of the work they do through that organization, including the discounted monthly Internet services offered, the offering of free and discounted desktops and laptops, the repair and maintenance services provided, and the ongoing need for donated computers. They responded to questions from Task Force members.

The meeting adjourned at 12:09 p.m. so that several members of the Task Force could attend a House committee hearing on broadband.
