Governor’s Task Force on Broadband
August 17, 2016
Minnesota Senate Office Building-Room 2308
95 University Avenue West 
St. Paul, MN 55155
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Task Force Members present: Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Hannah Buckland, Denise Dittrich, Kevin Hansen, Shannon Heim, Maureen Ideker, Steve Lewsader, Neela Mollgaard, Don Niles, Jody Reisch, Dan Richter, Andy Schriner, Dick Sjoberg, and Paul Weirtz

Task Force Members absent: Bernadine Joselyn 

Others in attendance: Chuck Ackman, Karly Werner Baraga, Jim Beattie, Brent Christensen, Chelsea Georgeson, Allison Hardle, Tim Johnson, Jane Leonard, Martin Ludden, Danna MacKenzie, Bree Maki, Tony Mendoza, Dan Nelson, Emily Pugh, David Thao, Ann Treacy, Diane Wells, Laura Ziegler

I. Welcome

Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. Task Force members and others in attendance introduced themselves. The minutes of the July 21, 2016 meeting were approved.

II. Update from the Office of Broadband Development (OBD)

Danna MacKenzie, Executive Director of the OBD, provided an update on the work of the office. Jane Leonard, OBD grants administrator, covered the status of the grant projects in process and that the wet weather was hindering construction. 

III. National Digital Inclusion Alliance

Angela Siefer, Director of the National Digital Inclusion Alliance, presented to the Task Force via Skype and responded to questions from Task Force members. 

IV. Discounted Broadband Offerings

Several providers with discounted broadband offerings for low income households provided an overview of their programs for the Task Force, including Martin Ludden from Comcast, Dan Nelson from Midco, Dick Sjoberg from Sjoberg’s Cable and Jeff Johnson from CenturyLink. An overview of Comcast’s Internet Essentials program is available at Comcast Presentation. Results of Midco’s Lifeline broadband program are available at Midco Lifeline. The panelists responded to questions from Task Force members. 

V. Commodification of Broadband and Long Term Implications on Affordability
Jim Beattie, Director of Government Relations & General Counsel for BEVCOMM, provided a comparison of various monthly household utility expenditures to broadband service, the pricing and speed for broadband service through BEVCOMM since 2000, and described how edge and content providers impact broadband rates and service. Mr. Beattie responded to questions from Task Force members.

VI. Overview of Federal Lifeline Reform

Shannon Heim, Task Force member and attorney at Dykema, provided an overview of the 2016 reforms to the federal Lifeline program. A copy of her presentation is available at Lifeline Overview. Ms. Heim also responded to questions from the Task Force.

VII. Education Perspective on Broadband Affordability

[bookmark: _GoBack]Marc Johnson, Executive Director of ECMECC (East Central Minnesota Education Cable Cooperative) provided the Task Force with examples of how the costs to access the internet vary across school districts, how education uses technology, what the current funding streams are, and steps that could be taken to balance the inequities. A copy of Mr. Johnson’s presentation is available at Education Overview. Mr. Johnson also responded to questions from the Task Force.

VIII. Discussion of Affordability Recommendations

Task Force members discussed recommendations that could result from the presentations today.

IX. Subcommittee Update

Subcommittee chairs gave a brief update on what their groups are working on.

X. Plans for Upcoming Meetings

Plans for the September meeting were discussed. The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

