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The DeafBlind Committee met at 5:00pm on May 09, 2016 at State Services for the Blind (2200 University Avenue West, Suite 240, Saint Paul, MN 55114). 
Committee Members in Attendance: 
Jamie Taylor (Chairperson)
Molly Wezel-Petersen
Paul Deeming
Chris Marble
Cathy Lyle

SSB Staff in Attendance:
Katy Kelley
Brianna Mehr

Guests in Attendance:
None

Meeting Agenda
Approval of March Minutes
Chris motioned to approve the April meeting minutes and Molly seconded the motion. The April meeting minutes were approved by all attending members.
Transition Timeline for DeafBlind Update and What is Next – Katy Kelley
Katy proposed that a special group be assembled to focus on the development of the transition timeline. Currently, SSB has a transition timeline in place that is focused on college-bound youth. The Transition Committee is in the process of developing a timeline for youth that are going directly into workforce. The DBC can review each timeline and add DB youth specific information to each timelines. The identified goal of SSB is to have two working timelines - one for college-bound youth and one for non-college bound youth. 

The current transition timelines used by SSB can be found online at: http://mn.gov/deed/job-seekers/blind-visual-impaired/teens-student-services/index.jsp 

The process proposed by Katy is that first, SSB staff will review and create the transition timelines. Second, a subcommittee of members from both DB Committee and Transition Committee will meet to review the timelines and update the documents to meet needs of DB youth. Third, the updated document will be reviewed by DBC. Once the DBC has approved the document, it will be given to the Transition Committee to complete and implement with SSB.

The committee discussed the process and purpose of the transition timelines. The timelines are intended as a guide and resource to encourage ideas and discussion with youth, families and the school to assist in developing an individual plan for the student - they are not intended to be used as a "must do" checklist. The committee reviewed if it is necessary to have separate DeafBlind timelines to support the needs of parents/families of DeafBlind students instead of supplementing DB information into the existing timelines. The committee agreed that having separate DB timelines are needed to best meet the needs of DB youth. This responsibility could be taken on by DBC directly or by a subcommittee. The group discussed the options and agreed to develop a subcommittee consisting of 2 parents with DB children, SSB representative and DBC members. Volunteers from DBC for the subcommittee are Molly, Cathy, and Chris. Cathy will contact the parents to identify who is available to volunteer for the subcommittee. Katy will be the main communication point person for the subcommittee. The subcommittee will be responsible to set up their meeting schedule and location.

DBC agreed that they may continue to meeting during the summer months if needed to continue moving forward with developing the transition timelines.
DB Survey 
The DB Survey was sent out last year (2015) and does not need to be sent out again until October 2017. The DB Survey is completed every two years. The DB Survey will be put on the meeting agenda for spring 2017.
Public Comments/Announcements
Katy encouraged members to bring discussion ideas and topics for DBC meetings. Let Katy know what you would like to discuss and Jamie will decide what is placed on the agenda. 
Last week Saturday, SSB hosted a Career Expo at MCTC. Four DB individuals attended the expo in addition to the DB presenters.
Adjournment
The meeting was ended at 7:00pm.
Next Meeting
June 13, 2016 at 5:00pm 
State Services for the Blind (SSB)
2200 University Avenue West
Suite 240
Saint Paul, MN 55114


Minutes respectfully submitted by Brianna Mehr, SSB staff
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