MN STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes March 12, 2015
 Goodwill Offices
553 Fairview Ave. N.
St. Paul, MN 55104
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Members Present
William Rudolph, Larry Lura, Cynthia Moore, Suzanne Renfroe, Brian Wagner, Heather Allyn, Mickey Kyler, Shelly Pflaum (by phone), Mitzi Mellott, Willie Negaard and Randy Sorenson.
Members Absent, Excused
Mark Mertens.
Members Absent, Unexcused
Connie Berg.
Ex-Officio Members
Linda Lingen, Brad Westerlund and Joan Wilshire. 
DSU/E Staff
SILC Staff
Pam Taylor.
Guests
Minute Taker
Ann Meyer. 
Introductions – Heidi
Meeting called to order at 9:08. The ice breaker is: what is your favorite part of spring? 
Minutes Approval- Heidi
Brad on page 1 – Is listed as ex-officio member, not DSE member. Also, on voting summary. Moved to rescinded – did not do that, instead the option of rescinding. Page 2. Heather moved to correct the dollar amounts spent that were stated in the. Take out seconded sentence. Brad reviewed the expenditures. Linda found voting summary very confusing. She said we need to put more clarification with voting summary. Cynthia page 3, Given the amount referenced in the minutes was actually $39,000. Brad recommended that the entire section be rescinded. Linda said on page 4, - 704 it is the Workforce and Innovation and Opportunity Act. SSB used to be included with this group. Older Blind was always a separate piece of the Rehab Act. It moved the SILC and Independent Living instead of us. On Page 5 – Map – Randy said it is based on a statistical process. It is a formula funding methodology. This is separate from the CNA. CYNTHIA MADE A MOTION SECONDED BY LARRY TO ACCEPT THE JANUARY, 2015 MEEING MINUTES. MOTION CARRIED. 
Agenda Approval – Heidi
LARRY MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE MARCH 12, 2015 AGENDA, SECONDED BY BILL. MOTION CARRIED. 
Public Comment – Heidi
Heidi announced that there is an opening for vice chair on the Executive Committee. Sharla has given her notice of resignation as of January 31, 2015 as she has taken a job that does not allow time for her to be on this Council. Pam clarified that this position will run until October, 2015. Larry volunteered to fill in temporarily. Cynthia and Mitzi also volunteered. Heidi called three times for additional nominations for vice-chair. Nominations have closed. We will vote this afternoon.
Member Education – Heidi, Pam & Brad
Heidi said we will be doing the SPIL this year. We will be losing a large number of members this fall. There will be 7 of 8 CIL directors that will attend the SILC meeting on October 15th & 16th. Because of the WIOA directions the CIL directors have to approve 51% of the state plan. Willie said we should have something in black and white to present to them. Mickey said the whole point is what is happening in Independent Living, and make those changes to the state plan. Cynthia said this is the beginning of the process, not the end of the plan. They have more of a vested interest than ever. Brad said to not look to hand someone a document for review, but make it a collaborative process. Brad said it is a living document from the public, etc.; we need to focus on coming together as one body. It is a unified document that is created by everybody. The SPIL will be presented to Community Living June 30th, or July 1st of 2016. Heidi said we want to have as much prepared so the new people coming on to this Council have something to work with. Pam said we will have member education at every meeting from now until fall. She will send out an e-mail to directors tackling more information on writing the SPIL. They can join us by phone for those sections. Pam pulled up the Power Point from the NCIL Congress for review. Here are some of the comments: It is no longer required to have a 121 project, however, we can choose to have one. MN is a 723 state so that we can maintain our relationship with VRS. The regs are not yet out. Massachusetts is the other 723 state. We also get to maintain our DSU. In WIOA it says DSE. So now we will call it DSU/E! The SILC now has to coordinate activities with other “entities” as necessary. Pam created slides called Statewide Representation, Disability, Special Knowledge of Skill Set, Membership Schedule and Conflict of Interest, Examples and What Makes an Effective Member which she explained and clarified. She listed January 2016 Openings – both first and second terms. Will be posting positons in September. Reapplications would have to be submitted before the end of September. It is helpful if you submit your application to Pam, or at least send her a copy. Larry said it doesn’t always work even if you do it electronically. Pam also listed “Filling Vacancies.” Heidi asked if an individual came to a CIL how does the staff member consider them eligible. Randy explained the process. Randy said Information and Referral is different. You can also assist services to family members. Do you ever have to refuse services? Randy said not very often, and then explained that process. The state, this year, is monitoring all 8 of the CIL’s. Brad will send out a schedule when Centers are being monitored. The SILC members can attend those monitors. Different Centers have different philosophies on PCA services. The regulations define the eligibility process and what constitutes service and consumer control. Options does very little fee for service. As a board they decided not to do a fee for service. Mickey said she loves being able to send people to Options. Larry said the Options and Freedom CIL’s are in a unique situation in that serve both ND and MN. Larry would like to have an opportunity to talk to Randy about the services they provide. Suzanne asked if somewhere it defines “significant disabilities.” Pam said yes. Regarding services provided by Center for IL slide, Randy said he finds the definition for youth with disabilities disturbing. He said previously they would go with the 504 definitions. Here they put the emphasis on who we serve while in high school. It seems to exclude school to work, or dropouts who need help to getting their needs met, or people who developed a disability after they left high school. Brad said we will really have scrutinize this definition. Heidi said there is a website you can go to and put in your own comments on the WIOA regulations. Heidi said we have a report here from the SMILES Center that lists the different services they provide. Each Center has their own list of services they provide. There is a specific definition around Statewideness. Randy asked if the SILC for administrative fees can keep 30% and 5% and DSU/E can charge an administrative fee. Brad said they put $30,000 to $40,000 in Part B. Randy said ND puts $45,000 into the SILC and pays for FTE’s. Randy said a lot of this is that “IL does not play well with others.” There will be an adverse effect in ND (because we play well) and ND will see cuts. Randy is very frustrated with NCIL endorsing these new regulations. Pam said in her first contact with NCIL she could see a huge level of disagreement or dissension between the DSU and NCIL in which MN is an anomaly. Mickey said she is very frustrated and NCIL should stop trying to help us with all this bureaucracy. 
Updates & Announcements - Heidi: 
1. Pam met with Randy and Nate and they are looking at a joint meeting in their territories in NW MN. Randy said there are 2 possible locations – Shooting Star Casino in Mahnomen, MN and Detroit Lakes. Shooting Star Casino is part of the White Earth Nation. The negative part of the location at Detroit Lakes is that it is located on the edge of town and having food catered out there, and the size of the meeting rooms are not that good. Meeting dates are be May 14th & 15th. The meeting and sleeping rooms are non-smoking. We could invite the 121 co-directors. We will have a forum in mid-afternoon and could invite the 121, or other White Earth Nation reps to speak to us. The general consensus is to go to Shooting Star. 
2. Randy talked about his concerns and frustrations with the National Career Readiness Certificate. 
3. Cynthia said the Child & Adolescent Mental Health Conference will be held April 27th & 28th. She will send the link for the brochure to Pam. 
4. ARC Day at the Capital will be held on March 24th.
5. Autism Advocacy Coalition Day at the Capitol is today.
6. Brad is meeting today with the new MCIL director, Jessie Gomez. It was suggested Brad invite him to one of our meetings.
7. If you see a training opportunity you would like to attend, get in contact with Pam. There might be money in the budget to help pay for the expense.
8. We need to put together a conference task force regarding the SPIL. Brad will co-chair. Heather is interested, Randy & Mitzi volunteered and Shelly volunteered if more are needed. Randy will also ask people from the CIL’s. 
9. Pam reminded everyone who has a mileage sheet or a hotel receipt to put them in the basket.
Finances: Mickey
Reviewed First Qtr. SILC Finances. 
Policy & Procedures – Cynthia & Linda
1. The By-laws were handed out with changes being made in red. If there no major changes, we will vote on this next month. 
2. Linda suggested we not delete RSA because we are a 121 state and the Older Blind program is still under RSA. Some RSA-IL staff have already moved over to the new ACL. 
3. Randy suggested that we have a representative from the Attorney General’s office to tell us about the Open Meeting Law and lobbying. 
4. Linda suggested that an agenda, or when the Executive Board meets the entire Council be informed. 
5. If there any further comments, refer them to Cynthia, Linda or Pam. 
6. Policy & Procedures – Linda brought up the fact that there are other ways to attend meetings – either in person, electronic and telephone. 
SILC Congress Update – Suzanne, Brian, Brad & Pam
Pam said there is a dish on the table to help defray costs for the conference as it is customary to supply a basket with items common to their state. Suzanne said an exciting thing that happened – there are 10 Regions, and Region 5 (MN) & Region 8 had reps from all their states. The person conducting the presentation had more good ideas for getting youth involved. The meeting next year will be held in Arizona. A jump drive was given out with many of the notes of the sessions on it. Let Pam know if you want any notes for any of the sessions. There seems to be much disarray between the DSU’s and the Councils in some states, especially Indiana. 
SPIL Planning – Heidi
Meeting will be held October 15th & 16th at SSB. Will have facilitator. 
Committee Reports
Executive – Heidi
Have opening for vice chair. Willi & Heather will go to the NCIL conference in Washington. 
Network of Centers – Mark/Brian
Brian & Mark are co-chairing. The Map is being done through this committee. Randy updated us. Will have information before SPIL plan.
Outreach – Cynthia
They revised the RFP so the Department could do a quick call. By the next meeting we will have a proposal so we can move on.
Olmstead – Mickey
They met and discussed things that are going on – they commented on the short timeline they have for submitting comments. Pam will send the message out so all members can see the comments. If people have problems that are with Olmstead, call the OIO and they will take them through the dispute process. The good news there is some discussion in the sub-cabinet challenging some of the reports coming in. 
Home Access – Bill
Met last week and looked at websites. Mitzi found some pdfs because they would be outdated as quickly. Linda voiced concern about the pdfs being not accessible.
Other Reports
SRC-G – Mickey
Talked about WIOA. Same discussion about housing issues. The regs aren’t completely out yet. Having discussion about Olmstead. Their potential forum is in Marshall in May. The suggested topic will be WIOA and how it affects VRS.
SRC-B – Linda
Has not met. Linda suggested to SRC-G committee that they be involved in their forum. We are mandated by WIOA to use 15% of our money for students in transition that are still in high school. 
MSCOD – Joan
[bookmark: _GoBack]Still time to take the survey. The results will be made public on July 16th at the MN History Center. This is the true date for signage and passage of the ADA. The History Center is making their auditorium more accessible. There is an opportunity for community engaged money up to $2000 for 7-8 organizations that want to do their own ADA celebration. There will be another ADA celebration on October 28th at the brand new TPT studio in St. Paul. It will be beamed up to places yet to be determined. There will be breakout sessions, updates on ADA, Dept. of Justice, etc. Joan talked about the “skirt bill” which is Senate #1136; it was killed in the house. Senator Hoffman’s daughter wrote the bill in where she wants the universal design wheelchair symbol to have a skirt put on the wheelchair to put on bathroom doors. She also wants to take out the words “handicapped” and “disability” and change them to “accessible.” The word “handicapped” was removed and there still is discussion on the word “disability.”
Membership – Heidi
SRC-B has a new candidate. As soon as she is appointment by the Governor’s office she can be the liaison for SSB (Linda’s position).
Outcome of Vote for Vice Chair
Mitzi is the new vice chair. 
Adjourn – Heidi
MICKEY MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY SUZANNE TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 2:49 p.m. The next meeting is April 9, 2015.
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