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April 2016 – Meeting Minutes

The DeafBlind Committee met at 5:00pm on April 11, 2016 at State Services for the Blind (2200 University Avenue West, Suite 240, Saint Paul, MN 55114). 
Committee Members in Attendance: 
Jamie Taylor (Chairperson)
Molly Wezel-Petersen
Chris Marble
Cathy Lyle
Paul Deeming

SSB Staff in Attendance:
Brianna Mehr

Guests in Attendance:
Sara Kreiling (DHHSD) and Jon Benson (SSB)

Meeting Agenda
Approval of March Minutes
One amendment to the March meeting minutes was requested, to remove the abbreviation of “BVI youth” and writing out “Blind and Visually Impaired youth” to ensure clear information is presented. Molly motioned to approve the amended March meeting minutes and Chris seconded the motion. The March meeting minutes were approved by all attending members.
Presentation: DeafBlind Resource Lab with DHHSD and SSB
Sara Kreiling is the DeafBlind Service Specialist with Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services (DHHS) in the Metro area. Sara explained that DHHS operates a resource lab and is currently expanding the available technology to include items specific for DeafBlind persons. The resource lab is located at the Golden Rule Building, 85 E 7th Place, Suite 105, Saint Paul, MN 55101.

Specific technology that will be added to meet DeafBlind needs include the Ruby and other handheld magnifiers, Silent Alert and Call that works with Tactile 911, and vibrating watches. The goal of the DHHS resource lab is to provide additional resources beyond those offered by SSB allowing DeafBlind persons greater access to try different technologies. The DHHS resource lab provides an introduction to the different types of technologies (the devices are not available for loan at this time). Short-term training will be considered as a services to be provided in the future. Once the DHHS lab is open, flyers will be sent out to advertise the services and people who directly participated in previous surveys about technology to be included in the lab will be notified directly.

To set up an appointment at the DHHS resource lab, contact Sara Kreiling directly. She can be contacted by text at 651-363-1276, VP at 612-284-3170 or email at sara.kreiling@state.mn.us.

A collaborative partnership between SSB and DHHS was requested by Sara and Jon Benson agreed that it was a great idea. Jon suggested that Sara work directly with SSB supervisor Lindsey Hanson who works closely with the Assistive Technology team. As part of the collaboration, SSB will support DHHS in looking at ways to modify existing technology at the DHHS resource lab to meet DB needs.

In addition, the DeafBlind committee suggested that Sara contact I Can Connect, MN Star, and the Duluth Lighthouse for the Blind to reach DB persons statewide. Jon Benson will inform SSB Senior Services Unit about the DHHS resource lab as well.
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Jon provided a clarification about the SSB resource lab. The SSB resource lab is open to the public. To use the lab, a person needs to call the main office and request an appointment. In addition the lab is available for technology assessments and training. SSB has limited equipment available that can be offered on short-term loan. 

Kathy provided information about equipment available for loan from the school system. There are two different programs.

1. Kristin Oien operates a program with an extensive amount of devices available for loan. These devices are available to students from birth to 21 years old and are distributed through the request of a Teacher for the Blind and Visually Impaired (TBVI). The primary use of the loaned technology is to support school.
2. The Simon Technology Center at PACER also offers equipment on loan. Parents can set up an appointment directly through the Simon Technology Center. The available equipment is limited and this option could be useful when technology is needed for use in the home.


Discussion: Transition Timeline 
Molly attended the Transition Committee meeting last Friday (April 8, 2016) and provided an update to the DB Committee. Molly explained that there was small attendance at the meeting and good discussion about the transition timeline and currently existing resources. The next Transition Meeting will be held in June and it was requested that Molly attend this meeting.

The goal of this committee in assisting with the Transition Timeline was reviewed and discussed. Currently, SSB has one Transition Timeline document. This document focuses only on**(of) the needs on Blind and Visually Impaired students going on to college, there is no mention of the needs of DB youth or timeline for students going on to work after graduation. The committee recognizes that there is a great need for documents that specifically address the needs of DB students that are going on to college or are going on to employment. In the end, the goal is to have four working documents:
1. Transition Timeline for Students Going to College 
2. Transition Timeline for Students Going to College (DB)
3. Transition Timeline for Students Going to Work
4. Transition Timeline for Students Going to Work (DB)
A collaborative effort between the Transition Committee and DeafBlind Committee will support the creation of the listed documents. 
The committee discussed that the creation of the DB transition documents should be led by the DB committee due to the expertise in meeting the specific needs of DB students. Once a document is created, it will be provided to the Transition Committee for review to ensure it addresses all important areas of transition planning.

To move forward with this project, the following action steps were identified.
1. DB Committee members will review existing resources specific to DB youth that may be referenced and utilized in the creation of a DB Transition Timeline document. The resources will be shared by members via email and discussed at the meeting in May. Please note: when looking for available resources, they may be titled differently with words like guide, tool, assessment, etc. 
2. The identified resources that are most helpful for DB youth in Minnesota will then be presented by Molly to the Transition Committee at their June meeting.

At this time, the committee agrees that the first priority is to create a document for students going on to work as there is no current tools to meet their needs.

Public Comments/Announcements
No public comments or announcements were provided during the meeting.
Adjournment
The committee agreed to change the process of adjournment. Moving forward, no vote is needed to end the meeting. The meeting was ended at 7:00pm.
Next Meeting
May 9, 2016 at 5:00pm 
State Services for the Blind (SSB)
2200 University Avenue West
Suite 240
Saint Paul, MN 55114


Minutes respectfully submitted by Brianna Mehr, SSB staff
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