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Task Force Members Present: Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Hannah Buckland, Angie Dickison, Denise Dittrich, Kevin Hansen, Shannon Heim, Maureen Ideker, Bernadine Joselyn, Steve Lewsader, Don Niles, Dan Richter, Andy Schriner, Paul Weirtz
Task Force Members Absent: Neela Mollgaard, Dick Sjoberg
Others in Attendance: John Dukich, Jane Leonard, Danna MacKenzie, Christine Pribbernow, Diane Wells, audience in Wick Building at Farmfest
I. Meeting Called to Order 

Chair Margaret Anderson Kelliher called the meeting to order. Members of the Task Force introduced themselves. Chair Kelliher gave an overview of the Task Force. Lieutenant Governor Tina Smith thanked the members of the Task Force for their work and presented the Governor’s Proclamation of August 4, 2015 as Rural Broadband Day. The Task Force approved the minutes of the July 15, 2015 meeting.

II. State and Federal Broadband Initiatives Panel
Chair Kelliher moderated a panel discussing state and federal broadband initiatives. The panelists were Colleen Landkamer, State Director, Rural Development, USDA; Brett VanDerBosch, Field Representative, Office of Sen. Al Franken; State Representative Ron Kresha (09B) and State Senator Matt Schmit (21). Panelists responded to questions from the Task Force and the audience.
    
III. Minnesota 4-H Science of Agriculture Challenge Presentation
Joshua E. Rice, Ph.D., Assistant Extension Professor, Science of Agriculture Specialist
University of Minnesota, Extension Center for Youth Development provided an overview of the 4-H Science of Agriculture Challenge program. A copy of Dr. Rice’s presentation is available at http://mn.gov/deed/programs-services/broadband/task-force/index.jsp. 

Following Dr. Rice’s presentation, the official meeting of the Task Force concluded. Many members of the Task Force remained in attendance at the Wick Building for the remainder of the presentations associated with Rural Broadband Day at Farmfest.
