[bookmark: _GoBack]Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council
Thursday, June 9, 2016 Minutes
State Services for the Blind
2200 University Ave. W.
St. Paul, MN 55104
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Members Present: Heather Allyn, Larry Lura, Rose Ann Faber, Renee Solomon-Wise, Tammie Campbell, Anita Olson, Brian Wagner, Meredith Kujala, Cynthia Moore and Mitzi Mellott.
Members Absent, Excused: Randy Sorensen and Shelly Pflaum.
Members Absent, Unexcused:
Ex-Officio Members: Brad Westerlund, David Fenley, Annette Toews
SILC Staff: Pam Taylor
CIL Directors Present: Don Brunette and Jesse Bethke Gomez 
Guests: 
Minute Taker: Ann Meyer.
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]The meeting was called to order at 9:12 a.m. by Mitzi Mellott. Heather Allyn (Chair) arrived shortly after and assumed Chair duties for the rest of the meeting.
Agenda Approval
Mitzi made a motion to accept the June 9, 2016 agenda, seconded by Cynthia. Motion Passed Unanimously. 
Minutes Approval 
Mitzi made a motion to accept the April 14, 2016 minutes, seconded by Larry. Motion Passed Unanimously. 
Public Comment
No public comment.
Review of SPIL & SPIL Approval
· Review of the public hearing at the Roseville Library. The venue was very good. The Executive Committee and two MNSILC members were also present. There was no public input.
· Pam reviewed minor changes to the SPIL. All of the CIL directors have approved the SPIL and Vicki Dalle Molle, who was not in attendance at the last meeting, has indicated her intent to sign off as well. Larry commented he wished there would have been more time for everyone to gather to make more of a ceremony of the signing. Brian made a motion to approve the SPIL for 2017-19, seconded by Cynthia. Motion Passed Unanimously.
MNSILC Advocacy
Heather said we need to define what that looks like. This was a topic brought up at the May meeting retreat. Suggestions are:
· If advocacy is done in a confrontational manner it does not get you very far. You need to come together and comprise. Our advocacy should never not be confrontational, it is more about education. 
· Even with legislators who you think understand IL services; they often only have a surface understanding. Education is the key. Legislators seem more approachable when they are in their local offices; there might be a better chance of being heard than during the session.
· MSCOD has different position papers on different issues. That is something we could think about doing for MNSILC. David said now they have fact sheets and updates on position papers. 
· Approach legislators in underserved and unserved areas of the state so they know what their constituents are missing. 
· Stories around education.
· Many people don’t know how to apply for services anywhere. The IL centers are consumer controlled – do not waste money doing what employees think is right. The goal is to go in, support the person with their needs and get out. CILs start with the need from the consumer they are working with. This is a Civil Rights movement, not a “service.” 
· Go to hospitals, social workers, jails, nursing homes and rehab centers to tell them about the services of IL centers. 
· Disability Day at the Legislature. Have a refresher every other year. ?
· Celebrate Ed Roberts Day – January 23rd. Ed is one of the founders of the IL movement.
· Have Legislators come to the CIL when they are not in session, and have consumers tell their story. Could be a breakfast or “after hours” event. 
· Have member of the Council and one Legislator go to all the CILs in the state including underserved and unserved.
· Thank the Legislature for the increased funding. 
· Check out the article in the Mpls. Tribune about peace officers around the state dealing with people with disabilities. 
· Help law enforcement educate police officers about people with mental health issues and other hidden disabilities.
Cynthia made a motion to proceed with the letter of appreciation to the Legislature, seconded by Renee. Motion Passed Unanimously.
Announcements
· If you want to attend the Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living (APRIL) conference, please Pam know today. It is October 21-24th in Reno, Nevada. Several members related their experiences in attending past APRIL conferences.
· SRC-G forum will be held on June 22nd in Moorhead. They are looking for consumers who have used VRS services to tell their stories. Information is needed for the Consumer Satisfaction Needs Assessment (CSNA). The forum is their rural forum, so they are looking for consumers from the rural areas. 
· Ann Meyer, minute taker, announced that this is her last meeting, as her contract is done, and she will not be returning to take minutes. She said she appreciated having the opportunity to do this job, she found it very interesting and enjoyed the members, but it is time to move on.
· Jessie Bethke Gomez: An early evening meeting will be held on Oct. 5th with the chairman of the Federal Office of Civil Rights. MCIL will be inviting organizations that are in solidarity to act as hosts in welcoming the chairman. Parties and individuals who have concerns about civil rights for people with disabilities should attend.
Committees & completing the SPIL
Pam reviewed the tasks of each committee that need to be completed. Also reviewed Task Force duties. Heather said all committees and task forces need a chair for next year. If chairs are still needed this fall, Heather will contact committee members.
Legislative Update on Funding for CILs
Don Brunette said we had success in the Legislature this year with the help with Flaherty and Hood (lobbying consultants). They received one million one-time funding for this year and a commitment of an additional $500,000 in the years to follow. Dollars are distributed according to the SPIL Network of Centers plan. Don also reviewed the spreadsheet that shows how much each Center will be receiving. The one time funding has to be spent by June, 2017, but can ask for an extension. SSB also received similar funding from the Legislature. They also received $1M for one time spending, and $500,000 in continuation spending. All SSB money was earmarked for senior services. Money for the lobbyist costs came from each center. They provide a proportional associate fee to MACIL, and it comes from the MACIL funds. Don will let SILC know the exact amount. 
Don said they will meet and acknowledge the champions from the Legislature. The bills involved are House file #2887, and Senate file #2646. Don suggested that we also reach out to the people who testified. CIL Directors and their Boards make decisions on how funds are spent. 
CILs & Services to Underserved & Unserved Communities
An unspoken mandate is to understand what the needs are in all counties, not just current counties. In the SPIL are maps that show new county distribution as determined by MACIL. 
Committee Reports
· Executive – Heather: Meet every month. Review what was done in last council meeting and plan for next meeting. Will also decide who will go to APRIL. Worked on planning for the hearing.
· Finance – Brian: Are still waiting for expenses for professional development conference 2 day meeting in May. Will get together in July for second quarter report. People need to be sure to give a copy of their hotel receipts to Pam.
· Reports – Shelly: Larry was unable to attend the May meeting. Last meeting was just finalizing the wording of the SPIL. The next meeting will start working on the 704 report and Annual Report. 
· Outreach – Cynthia: We are working with the Wilder Research Consultants to finalize the CNA report to make available to the public, including CILs. Will be meeting thru the summer and will also be working on a distribution plan. 
· Professional Development Task Force - Pam: Read the evaluations and lots of really positive feedback. Moving on to needs for next development conference scheduled for 2017.
· Membership Task Force – Heather: Meredith updated the Council as Heather could not attend the last meeting. Still need some members. We need people with disabilities. It was suggested that colleges with ADA offices be contacted, and also, Veterans Hospitals for possible members. Talked about how and when to get the word out. Have 3 people that will be ending terms this year. Randy will have completed his 2nd term. Don will talk with Center directors to choose their next member for the Council. Larry is completing his second term, and Mitzi is completing her 1st term. When putting in an application, please let Pam know. Heather and Pam will meet with the Governor’s office again to tell them what we need for people on this Council. We have to meet our 51% members with disabilities according to federal law. It was suggested that Access Press be contacted to do a story. Also, to submit a story to radio station KFAI in Minneapolis for a program called “Disabled and Proud.”
· Olmstead – Heather: Darlene Zangara, Executive Director, reached out to us regarding the letter sent by the SILC. She, Pam and I are meeting this month regarding the letter. 
Other Reports
· SRC-G – Anita: Talked again on the forum. Will have a speaker from Moorhead State Tech College, and Rick Roy from Career Pathways. Have a panel consisting of businesses, VRS Business Specialist and a VR counselor and consumers discussing employment. Will take back some of our ideas from today to SRC-G. 
· SRC-B – Rose Ann: Talked about the funds to serve all the seniors whose numbers continue to grow. Talked about issues that people who are blind, and trying to apply for state jobs and lack of accessibility of the application process. The chairman wrote a letter again to the Governor telling him of the problems with this process. The Governor has set goals, and the process is getting in the way. 
· MSCOD – David: Accessibility: They are aware of this as well as are other public entities. Opened this commentary in 2010, and are now opening it again this year. Publically funded websites need to be updated too. 
· MSCOD also had 2 bills passed. Will be working with CILs to identify businesses to remind them that they are not fully accessible. Business will have 30 days to come into compliance with ADA. Businesses cannot be grandfathered into the ADA. Sibling legislation of $100,000 was approved to the Dept. of Labor and Industry to hire a full time accessibility specialist to develop materials. Want to inform what “readily achievable” means. 
· 26th anniversary of ADA in July will be a smaller celebration this year. The MN History Center will have a band on one of the nights. 
· Will be using legacy funds with radio stations KMOJ, KFAI and others, called Association of MN Public Educational Radio Stations (AMPERS). The 90 second spots will focus on a person and a time in their life. Will have 25 different spots. David will send this out to everyone, and if anyone has a person that wants to speak, please contact him. 
· Cynthia said to talk to medical offices and how to make them accessible. She will send information to David. 
· Also discussed obstacles in the new State Senate Building for people who are blind. MSCOD worked with the Target Center and the new St. Paul Saints stadium on handicapped accessibility. There will be a pre-opening press tour of the new Vikings stadium focussing on accessibility.
Our next meeting will be September 8, 2016.
Renee made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Cynthia. Meeting adjourned at 1:54 p.m. 
1
