Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council
Thursday, April 14, 2016 Minutes
State Services for the Blind
2200 University Ave. W.
St. Paul, MN 55104
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Members Present: Heather Allyn, Larry Lura, Rose Ann Faber, Renee Solomon-Wise, Tammie Campbell, Shelly Pflaum (by phone), Anita Olson, Brian Wagner, Meredith Kujala, Randy Sorenson and Mitzi Mellottt.
Members Absent, Excused: Cynthia Moore.
Members Absent, Unexcused:
Ex-Officio Members: Brad Westerlund and David Fenley.
SILC Staff: Pam Taylor
CIL Directors Present: Jesse Bethke Gomez 
Guests: Annette Toews (SSB)
Minute Taker: Ann Meyer.
The meeting was called to order at 9:09 a.m. by Mitzi Mellott. 
Introductions
Everyone introduced themselves. 
Agenda Approval
Anita made a motion to accept the April 14, 2016 agenda, seconded by Meredith. MOTION PASSED Unanimously. No abstentions. 
Minutes Approval 
Renee made a motion to accept the November, 2015 minutes, seconded by Tammie. MOTION PASSED Unanimously. No abstentions. Randy made a motion to accept the March 10, 2016 minutes, seconded by Larry. MOTION PASSED Unanimously. No abstentions. 
Public Comment
No public comment. 
SPIL Development
A draft needs to be in place by the end of today. Posting needs to happen by April 23rd. The hearing will be May 23rd. Heather started with reviewing the SPIL Planning Table 2, Year 3. 
· Randy had a concern that the Plan involves a lot of work, and by Year 3 members may be overwhelmed. Randy also suggested that the amount listed on Goal A: A1: Strengthen the CIL Network could be a problem. There has never been an amount listed there, and it will be highly unreasonable that they would ever get that amount of an increase. The other part of the SPIL is the Network Plan and the $18.6M is listed there. 
· Measurable indicators on Goal A: A1 should read: funding is increased so that …
· [bookmark: _GoBack]After discussion it was decided to stick with DSU terminology – not DSE. DSU stands for Designated State Unit (VRS/SSB). 
Larry made a motion, seconded by RoseAnn to accept the SPIL Planning Table 2 as amended. MOTION PASSED Unanimously. No abstentions. 
Reviewed SPIL Planning Table. A2: Measurable Indicators should be changed to: “The Council membership: 
· better reflects statewide demographics, 
· the individual membership strengths needed. The Council is in a better position to fulfill its duties as defined WIOA.” 
It was suggested to use this language – “In order to fulfill SILC duties or statutory duties, the Council will increase its membership diversity.” This will be given to the Reports Committee to work on. 
A3: Suggested rewording: MNSILC, CIL’s and DSU increase the numbers of collaborative activities. 
Goal B: B2: Measurable indicators: MNSILC conducts regular recognition events around IL philosophy.
4th column – A plan for recognizing IL in MN exists. Recognition event (s) has occurred. Avoid using the word celebrations as that may be misinterpreted. 
C2: “Expand the MNSILC /CIL legislative influence through educational contacts or opportunities. Measureable indicators: Use-Educational contacts are increased with State & Federal legislators.
Reviewed 3.1 Existing Network information. – 3rd page - ??? “Any reductions in part C funding shall be shared equally, any reductions in state funding will be shared by the percentage …” Phase Two – 18.6M
Top of page 4 – “Once all Centers are at $500,000 as additional Part C and State funds are received, each Center shall receive equal disbursement to a level of 1.2 million dollars giving each time to ramp up services in order to have a presence in much of its service area.” 
Pam talked about the Authorities listed in WIOA – At the SILC Congress the ACL said that if we intend to use any of these authorities, we need to include a statement in our SPIL that we intend use any one of the 4 authorities. During the national SILC meetings one of the things that was commented on was the 3rd one. The comment was that this is what every SILC should put into their plan. We need to make a decision if we want any of these authorities included in our plan. Brad will contact the ACL to see exactly what they mean with these authorities. It was decided that all would be included depending on what Brad finds out. 
Brian reviewed the Resource Plan Draft. Mitzi discussed the Coordinator position as Brian was not able to attend that meeting. Brad said SEMCIL from Rochester administers Pam’s salary. Mitzi said we have 2 choices – we can try to pay Pam for what she actually does, or she can off load work to the committees or heads of the committees. Recommendation was that the cost including 3 hour increase and COLA increase be put in the plan. It was suggested that the administration of the Coordinator’s position be put out on bid at some time in the future. A two percent increase will be made for 2018 and 2019. 
Outreach section - It was recommended that SSB and the Part B dollars that Centers get, and that any additions in administration costs for the SILC, be equally applied by dollar amount to both those line items. 
Annette provided some history on the funding to SSB. In 1975, the Minnesota Commissioner of Administration wrote to the Department of Education and asked that for Minnesota, the Part B funds be split with DEED/VRS receiving 82% and SSB receiving 18%. SSB uses that 18% to fund to underserved populations of people with visual disabilities and through communications to a broad range of people with any disability that also have print impairments. This is all good work that needs to continue. 
There are decades of history with this funding. SSB would like to have the funding continue. It could be helpful to have clarification on this funding. With all the changes in WIOA, it appears that the SILC would actually have the authority to make decisions on that funding. A letter could be written to the ACL asking for clarification. It would be productive to make it a joint letter from the SILC, DEED/VRS, and SSB.
If changes should ever be made, Annette stated that it would be important to give SSB as much notice as possible so that they could figure out what their next steps would be. 
By law, SILC’s are to be given I & E (Innovation & Expansion) expansion funds through the DSU. No specific amount is listed. Brad said we use program income and not I & E funds in MN. Brad made a phone call and found out there is no such thing as I & E grant. We have to use a portion of our allocation on I & E costs,
Year 3 (last page) – conduct an IL day at the Capitol and Legislative event. They sound like the same thing. We will combine those 2 activities into 1 activity.
The total for year 1 is $324,300 which is a 31% shortfall after taking out education and training funds for Feds.
Mitzi made a motion to give authority to the Finance and Reports committees to finalize the numbers with the caveat that the SSB allocation and CIL allocation is not decreased, and other areas will be reduced if necessary. Seconded by Renee. MOTION PASSED. Meredith and Randy abstained.
Heather made a motion to approve the SPIL except in the areas discussed today, and authorization be given to the Reports, Finance and Network of Centers committees to make changes to the final draft of the 2017-2019 SPIL, seconded by Larry. MOTION PASSED Unanimously. No abstentions. 
Announcements
· Executive committee discussed memberships to NCIL and APRIL. Memberships have been paid for those who will be attending. 
· Brian and Heather will be attending the NCIL Conference. 
· The hearing will be May 23rd. 
· The May 12th & 13th meeting will be a professional development conference at Embassy Suites in Brooklyn Center. 
· The SPIL will have to be approved at the June 9th meeting. 
Mitzi made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Anita. Meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
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