STATE REHABILITATION COUNCIL FOR THE BLIND
[bookmark: _GoBack]FINAL MINUTES
February 4, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Michael O’Day, Chair; Carol Pankow, Director; Steve Jacobson, Vice-Chair; Rochelle Chen, Michelle Dornan-Vickery, Jennifer Dunnam, RoseAnn Faber, Rob Hobson, Betty Jean Kauffman, Katy Kelley, Gloria LaFriniere, Pat McGee, Kristin Oien, Ken Rodgers, Sean Roy, Molly Wezel-Peterson, and Frances Whetstone
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Scott Eggen
SSB STAFF PRESENT: 
Jon Benson, Jennifer Beilke, Samantha Fischer, Brianna Holeman, and Judy Sanders.
AUDIENCE PRESENT: 
Jamie Taylor, Debbie Hobson, Gaylan Kauffman, Wendy DeVore, Jean Johnson, Jeanette Kreps and Ron Woelfel
MOTIONS and VOTE SUMMARY:
1. Motion to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2015 meeting was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  The motion passed unanimously. 
2. Motion to approve Ken Rodgers and Katy Kelley to attend the spring National Council of State Agencies for the Blind (NCSAB) conference in Bethesda, MD April 20-22nd was made by Kristin Oien and seconded by Rob Hobson.  Motion passed unanimously.  
3. Motion to approve a letter to the Senators and Representatives of Minnesota to discuss supporting a potential BEP vendor was made by Jennifer Dunnam and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Motion to accept Steve Jacobson as chair of the State Rehabilitation Council for the Blind (SRC-B) by acclimation was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  Motion passed unanimously.  
5. Motion to accept Scott Eggen as vice-chair of the SRC-B by acclimation was made by Jennifer Dunnam and seconded by Steve Jacobson.  Motion passed unanimously.  
6. Motion to appoint Pat McGee and Rob Hobson to the Budget Task Force was made by Ken Rodgers and seconded by Kristin Oien.  Motion passed unanimously.  
7. Motion to approve a letter to the Governor discussing the rising cost of assisting Senior Services was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Frances Whetstone.  Motion passed unanimously.
8. Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Gloria LaFriniere.  Motion passed unanimously.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Kristin Oien stated the cross categorical conference will be taking place April 23-26, 2016.  There are still vendor spots available.
· Steve Jacobson mentioned that the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) is offering scholarships to blind students in post-secondary education and information can be found on their website (http://www.nfbmn.org) and the deadline to register is April 15, 2016.
· Ken Rodgers mentioned that after discussing a potential lawsuit against the City of St. Paul, they have agreed to update curb cuts and ramps that were missed when the city completed road construction two years ago.
· Jennifer Dunnam announced that there is a petition for signatures asking the Department of Justice to release the draft of the ADA Internet Regulations to the public.  The petition can be found on the White House website (www.whitehouse.gov).
· Rob Hobson announced that Blindness: Learning in New Dimensions (BLIND) Inc. will be starting their annual Buddy Program and Prep Programs June 12, 2016 for the summer.  In addition they will be adding a three week transition program.  For more information regarding the summer programs you can visit BLIND Inc.’s website (www.blindinc.org.) 
COUNCIL ROLL CALL, INTRODUCTION OF AUDIENCE
Chair Michael O’Day called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda.  Roll call was taken; council and audience members were introduced.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Motion to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2015 meeting was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  The motion passed unanimously.
CHAIR’S REPORT
Approval of member to attend NCSAB April 20-22nd
It was explained to the council what the NCSAB conference is and why it’s important to send a representative from the SRC-B.  The council decided because a representative wasn’t able to attend the fall conference that two members would be able to attend the spring conference.  There was a motion to approve Ken Rodgers and Katy Kelley to attend the spring NCSAB conference in Bethesda, MD April 20-22nd made by Kristin Oien and seconded by Rob Hobson.  Motion passed unanimously.  
SSB DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Carol Pankow
SRC-B happenings:
Carol Pankow welcomed new and returning members to the council.  She also stated there are still two positions open for application.  A representative of Business Labor and Industry and a representative for the Governors Workforce Development Council.  In addition, Ms. Pankow informed members that there will be an overview of committees later in the meeting and asked that they think about which committee they would like to participate in.
State Services for the Blind (SSB) recap:
Ms. Pankow reminded everyone that the mission of SSB is divided into three main parts: first, help bring the written word to people with a print disability.  Meaning, SSB serves Minnesotans not only who are blind, visually impaired or DeafBlind, but those who have other issues that make it difficult for them to access written words.  In addition to this, SSB helps people obtain and retain employment.  Finally, SSB helps seniors who are losing their eyesight remain independent and stay in their homes.  Put into perspective: SSB served approximately 4,000 seniors; 1,000 people in the Workforce Development Program and about 13,000 customers in the Communication Center, which includes those who use Braille, Audio Services and Radio Talking Book.  
October 1, 2015, SSB went on Order of Selection which separates customers into three categories: Category A, B and C. The number of applications received between October 1 and February 1 is 80.  Of which, 54 are receiving services, 11 are on a wait list and 15 are in the process of determining eligibility.  As far as the budget goes, the spending on case services is slowing down, but it hasn’t gotten to a point where SSB can open more than Category A to be considered for services.
In coordination with members from the SRC-B, SSB has been working on fee schedules to establish parameters regarding spending in certain areas of service delivery.  It was determined that the biggest amount of money was spent on Case Services which includes Adjustment to Blindness Training (ATB) which was expected.  The second area in spending is on post-secondary education with the final area on maintenance.  
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) National Convening: 
Ms. Pankow was invited to Washington DC to attend the WIOA National Convening which included members from all major agencies (including the federal offices for Health and Human Services, Education and Labor and Industry) in addition to representatives from all 50 states and territories in Guam.  From Minnesota there were representatives from the Departments of Corrections, Education, Employment and Economic Development, Human Services and the Governor’s Workforce Development Council for Title IV Vocational Rehabilitation.  Discussion topics included, but not limited to, why there was 15 percent set aside for transition age students and apprenticeship programs.
Olmstead Plan Update: 
Ms. Pankow has been part of the employment panel that is working on the state’s Olmstead Plan.  She stated that six weeks ago, there was a request from Governor Dayton asking that the process for employment move quicker when it pertains to the Olmstead Act.  The group based their proposal on the Executive Order 1414 which requires a bigger percentage of state employees be persons with disabilities.  Some things on the proposal included; an intern with a disability that serves in the Governor’s office, training for Managers and hiring Supervisors, and re-wording job posting so they don’t exclude persons who can’t drive due to a disability.
Staff Update: 
Personnel changes include:
· SSB is going to have three summer interns helping with Radio Talking Book, Braille and Audio Services and finally with the Aging Eyes Initiative.  Interns will be working approximately 10 hours per week.
· Angela Kraninger has moved from lead rehabilitation counselor into a supervisor with the Workforce Development Unit.
· Linda Lingen retired and as a result there are going to be new staff liaisons in the committees that Linda represented.
· Dave Andrews has taken on the responsibility of the Engineering Unit upon Hal Schardins’ retirement.
Office Update:
Senior Services Unit (SSU): 
The Aging Eyes Initiative, has completed four months of a three year grant and has received an additional $12,000 from the Northland Foundation to support the program.  So far, 92 individual partners have signed up and 54 new partners have been trained with more training scheduled throughout the state.
From October 1 to February 1 SSU has served over 2,000 seniors and with the Aging Eyes Initiativ they are expecting they will surpass what they’ve done in the past.
Workforce Development Unit (WDU): 
WDU has been working hard to transition to the “team model structure” for providing services to customers.  They have identified 16 which center on the rehabilitation counselor and whose primary focus is the keep the counselor informed, engaged and active in ensuring that every customer moves through the system in an efficient manner.  Each team meets monthly and reviews active cases and verifies everyone is working towards the customer’s ultimate outcome.  This team model structure has resulted in 44 successful closures to date for the current fiscal year.
Pre-Employment Transition Services (PETS) has been moving forward and have identified over 100 students in school districts.  Those that are graduating and plan to go to college are moving through the process of obtaining assistive technology evaluations and other areas that will help ensure their success after high school.  Part of this is a Career Expo that will be taking place on April 30. 
Business Enterprise Program (BEP):
Mr. Benson thanked the council for writing a letter supporting the BEP vendors that operated the vending machines in the rest areas.  Due to support from the community, they are not closing.  Mr. Benson also reported that John Hulet has been working very hard to get a location with the Veteran’s Minneapolis VA and set up one of our BEP operators in the location.  Unfortunately, the VA is not interested in this because they have their own vending/canteen services.  John is asking the council to consider writing a letter on behalf of the BEP program to the appropriate Senators and Representatives.  A motion to write a letter was made by Jennifer Dunnam and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  Motion passed unanimously.
Communication Center (CC): 
The CC has placed 147 books on the NLS BARD Service, one of which has the honor of being the number 4 most downloaded book in the past 30 days.  In addition, they have replaced 35 radios, repaired 112 digital talking book players and are going to be upgrading the software for the DAISY recording system.  
Audio Services has transcribed over 5,000 print pages into e-text, over 20,000 pages structured for audio recordings and have circulated over 400 pieces of equipment to customers.
Radio Talking Book has had over 700 hits on the archived posts, and have had over 1,200 access Dial-In News and over 31,000 access NFB Newsline.  In addition, through work with Jeff Thompson, the new AudioBoom and BlindAbilites Channel have seen over 16,000 downloads of various podcasts.
Braille’s new supervisor Jay Maruska has been back from ATB training for nine weeks and is working hard to get staff trained in the Duxbury translation program using BANA word templates in the UEB context.  
ELECTIONS FOR CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR: (Action Item)
Motion to accept Steve Jacobson as chair of the State Rehabilitation Council for the Blind (SRC-B) by acclimation was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Ken Rodgers.  Motion to accept Scott Eggen as vice-chair of the SRC-B by acclimation was made by Jennifer Dunnam and seconded by Steve Jacobson.  Both motions passed unanimously.
COORDINATING COUNCILS TASK FORCE REPORT-Michael O’Day
Mr. O’Day updated the council on the work that he’s been doing on behalf of the Coordinating Councils Task Force and announced that Darlene Zangara, who has been working with various councils in regards to the Olmstead Plan, is looking to attend the Council meeting in April.  
BUDGET TASK FORCE APPOINTMENT: (Action Item)
Rob Hobson summarized the commitment needed to perform on the budget task force and a motion to appoint Pat McGee and Rob Hobson to the budget task force was made by Ken Rodgers and seconded by Kristin Oien.  The motion passed unanimously.
VENDOR OUTCOMES REPORT: Rob Hobson
Mr. Hobson summarized the process of the Vendor Outcomes committee and what it does.  It was determined that the council review the report that was sent out by Rob and discuss the results at the April meeting.
CLIENT ASSISTANCE PROJECT ANNUAL REPORT – Rochelle Chen
Ms. Chen summarized what the Client Assistant Project is and their annual report.  The summary included information regarding services provided and the demographics of the clientele served.
STATE PLAN– Jennifer Beilke
Ms. Beilke reviewed the draft of the State Plan that was submitted for the Minnesota State Combined Plan with council members and informed everyone that the final regulations for submission will be coming out in June 2016.  Ms. Beilke stated that for the most part the plan was pretty standard and that the major changes to the plan included adding language pertaining to transition-aged youth.  A motion to accept the plan as submitted was made by Ken Rodgers and seconded by Rob Hobson.  The motion passed unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORT DISCUSSION
Updates from the Customer Satisfaction Goals and Priorities, Communication Center and Employment Committees.  
PUBLIC COMMENT
· No public comment
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rob Hobson and seconded by Gloria LaFriniere.  The motion passed unanimously.
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