The Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing 
Minnesotans Meeting
Minutes – May 21, 2010
MCDHH Offices, Golden Rule Building
85 East 7th Place, Suite 105, St. Paul, MN 55101
Members Present: Tom Anderson, Tracy Lindemer,  Dave Kyler, Alan Parnes, Dr. Sue Rose, Jason Valentine, Michele Isham, Tom Lehman, Lyle Hoxtell, Sue Gensmer, Jill Rohman, and Bruce Hodek.
Interpreters:  Lauri Krouse. Stephen Medlicott, Sharisse Leier.  
Staff: Mary Hartnett, Cynthia Weitzel, Jamie Taylor, Kay Chiara.
Visitors:  Mary Cashman Bakken, Rena Rogers, Ryan Dolan, Alina Schroeder, Joan Breslin-Larson, and Wendy Wallstein
1)       Introductions and Communication Ground Rules:  Introductions and communication ground rules were made.
2)       Education 
	Deaf Education Summit Summary – Michele Isham & Mary Hartnett gave highlights from the Summit co-hosted by MCDHH & the MN Dept of Education:  Brief Summary submitted.  Eighteen (18) states were in attendance remotely.   Many State & National Organizations were represented including, teachers at all levels, parents, audiologists, and administrators from many organizations.  Powerpoint from the Summit Presenters was shared.  The group proposed that we develop a data driven state wide education plan, that MCDHH coordinate the process and that MDE and MDH be the leads.
	Ann Bailey – Thinking Through Improvement Ann gave us an introduction to the IT kit which she described as an “Improvement Tool Kit” – not a train the trainer type of program but an actual workbook designed to be used to make the acquisition of data meaningful, through honing a set of transferrable skills,  to track improvements within a system.  Her process is a two (2) day facilitation program, which includes PowerPoint slides, workbook, and the IT kit, all on a CD. 
  3)       Approval of the Jan 2010 Minutes - Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the January Minutes.  Motion passed.
  4)       Education Continued.  
Survey by Commission from Dr. Sue Rose – Dr. Rose and Joyce Daugaard of the U of M conducted a survey to see what kind of data teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing are using in the classroom.   We received 85 responses, which represent about 60% of the students in the state.  The data is from 30-40% of the teachers, with an additional 7% of those polled being administrators.  Two or three were speech/language pathologists, who serve deaf and hard of hearing students in lieu of teachers of the deaf.  Over half of the teachers are itinerant, serving multiple schools; and over half are people who have more than 15 years of experience.  Overall 61% of the students represented are below reading level for their grade.  Of the students represented 810 receive direct service, and 277 receive indirect service, (consultation services – a teacher of the deaf comes in occasionally, checking to make sure the student isn’t failing or having a problem someplace along the line.)
We asked that Dr. Rose and Joyce conduct  the survey to give more solid data to MDE as they develop their data driven evidence based plan to improve outcomes for children who are deaf and hard of hearing  that is required by state law. 
5)     Usability and Accessibility Project Update, Rena Rogers Office of Enterprise Technology –   Rena Rogers, OET Project Manager presented a breakdown of the structure for implementation of the Accessibility Law that MCDHH helped to get passed, which showed the complexity of the this project.  Minnesota is the first state to include the state’s technical architecture in the development of standards.  This comprises enterprise architecture, security architecture, business architecture, and adjunct assistive technology – incorporating these into the platforms, and software used throughout the state.  The balance of Rena’s report showed how Section 508, and WCAG 2.0 would be incorporated by using a ‘carrot process’, vs. a ‘big stick process.’  Vetting the standards is a two-fold process; making sure that these are good standards, and not an undue burden placed upon the state.  OET will then educate the various agencies and people who are actually going to implement the architectural changes on board, and making them an integral part of the process.  
6)     Status on Report to MCDHH and the Legislature from the Minnesota Department of Education, Mary Cashman Bakken -   The state is beginning the process of collecting the data from the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments – very baseline data.  The state has about 2392 children that are Deaf/Hard of Hearing.  A PACER survey indicates that most parents are satisfied with the Educational choices and they feel their children are being academically challenged. Mary pointed out that the survey did not include parents who are deaf or hard of hearing.  The data MDE is using was from 2008, it included data from the Academy, from MDS, and from regions that have more than 10 students.  The improvement plan for the year will focus on recommendations of the advisory committee which:  1) Progress Monitoring  2) Building Local capacity in the area with MDH to make sure that there are services in the Learning Collaborative Area (EHDI is defined as being from Birth to age three.)
7)      Update on Work Plan projects
Census Outreach Update – Teika Pakalns - Biggest goal was to have information in as many places as possible, primarily the MCDHH-Website, Facebook and Twitter – to refer people to the Census page on our website. There are 5 videos in ASL courtesy of cooperation with St Paul Neighborhood Network, for filming, and wonderful volunteer support of local actors.  
Preview of the On-line Course, Making Your Case – Mary Hartnett – Cynthia was working with the film crew at the same time as the Commission Meeting occurred.   The course will have the ability to toggle back and forth between ASL and English.  There will be many modules, taking the whole course will require several hours, resulting in “How to become a successful advocate, in writing, in person, and through testifying.”  Examples of laws previously passed will be used as examples  and include the hearing aid and captioning legislation.  Several personal stories will be included, as well.    
Employment – Governor’s Workforce Development Council Goals and Employment Summit – Alan Parnes –Mary and Alan have been attending GWDC meetings and trying to get communication access included in the plans.  Now that Alan is retired he will spend more time working on employment activities for the commission. We want to measure data for people with disabilities employed within the State Government.  
Digital Library Grant – Oral/Signing History Project -   A large collection of historical material was scanned and added to the Minnesota digital library from Thompson Hall.  These will be able to be viewed online.  MCDHH will present before the Minnesota Historical Society on Monday May 24th  for a grant to preserve Oral/Signing History.  
8)     Elections – Plan for community outreach to encourage people to register to vote, and to follow through on a lot of the initiatives that we’ve actually incorporated into state law.  
         Remind candidates that they need to be captioning their adds – they can go to a website and easily learn how to do this for themselves.
         Vote 18 – Mary asked the Commission for permission to use some funds for this new nonpartisan project, that involves getting transition aged young adults interested in voting.  It’s fun and interactive.
         Voting Vide Candidate Forum – Non-partisan candidate forums that have interpreters present and can be filmed to demonstrate the debate procedure.  
9)     Legislative Summary – 
· Advocating for Metro Deaf School and Minnesota North Star, in order to repair the hold back of monies the schools needed to stay in business.  
· Amended a Web Master Bill to include Accessibility Guidelines.
· Reinstated   $169,000 of cuts back to DHHSD.
· No cuts to employment programs for Deaf and Hard of Hearing.
· Amendment to the Human Rights Act - Accessible records are required for all levels of State Government; punitive damages can be awarded if there is a lawsuit - to be implemented in 2013.
[bookmark: _GoBack]10)    Minnesota Budget Project – Summary and Budget Implications for Next Year – Nan Madden an initiative from the Minnesota Council of Non-Profits.  Ms. Madden shared her handouts to accompany the PowerPoint presentation.  The state deficit that needs to be resolved in the next two (2) years is close to 20% of the state’s general fund or about $7.4 billion. http://www.mncn.org/bp/raisingrevenue.html
11)    Commission Member Reports/Announcements/Discussion 
12)     Meeting adjourned.  
	







