The Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing
Minnesotans Meeting
Minutes – September 18, 2009
MCDHH Offices, Golden Rule Building
85 East 7th Place, Suite 105, St. Paul, MN 55101
Members Present: Elise Knopf, Dave Kyler, Monique Hammond, Jeri Warner, Michele Isham, Tom Lehman, Jason Valentine, Tom Anderson, Sue Rose, and Bruce Hodek.
Interpreters:  Lauri Krouse. Stephen Medlicott, Sharisse Leier. 
Staff: Mary Hartnett, Cynthia Weitzel, Jamie Taylor, Kay Chiara.
Visitors:  Linda Mitchell, Rena Rogers, Ryan Dolan, Alina Schroeder, Joan Breslin-Larson, and Wendy Wallstein
1) Introductions and Communication Ground Rules:  Introductions and communication ground rules were made.
2) Approval of the May 2009 Minutes  Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the May Minutes.  Motion passed unanimously.
3) Review and Approval of contract for ASL Content and Technical Assistance:  The Request for Proposal was reviewed and approved by commission members. The RFP will be for FY10. It was moved and seconded to approve the RFP for $100,000 for the following services:
a.   An online Video Course: Partners in Policymaking: Making Your Case®  adapted for deaf , deafblind and hard of hearing people in American Sign language
b.  An online Course: Partners in Policymaking: Making Your Case®  adapted for deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing people in written English 
c.  Webinars or other online media that describe the process of contracting for open and closed captioning of videos and separate products that describe the process of how to caption videos in house and demonstrations of how to have an online meeting captioned.  
d.  Production of video content in American Sign Language of 10 to 12 videos that are ten to thirty minutes in length on subjects that are currently provided on state websites in written English and other written languages.   
 The motion was passed unanimously.
 4)  Overview of Census and implications for deaf, deafblind, and hard of hearing communities     Ryan Dolan  of the State Demographer's Office gave a presentation on the importance of the 2010 Census.  Minnesota could lose a congressional seat if 3,000 people  are undercounted.  Outreach efforts will focus on underrepresented groups.  Motion:  For MCDHH to enter into an annual plan for $5,000 with  Teika Pakalns to develop an outreach plan  to the deaf, hard of hearing and deafblind communities to maximize participation in the census. Motion seconded and carried unanimously.
5)  Education Update - Joan Breslin-Larson Low Incidence Facilitator MDE  was accompanied by   Wendy Wallstein who is the Governor's Legislative Liasion for the Minnesota Department of Education. Wendy and Joan discussed the following:
a.  Status of the implementation of the new amendments to 256C.24 and description of process that well be used to measure outcomes and opportunities for community input:  Joan said that MDE will comply with the law and is planning how they will implement.  
b. Update on the recommendations made by the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Coordinators on eligibility for Part B.   Joan said that the recommendations have been made to the Governor's office and will be posted. They are unable to disclose the recommendations that have been made until the Governor's office signs off. 
c.  Update on unallotment of the EHDI Coordinator position.  Joan said that while the funds for the position were unalloted, that MDE was committed to continuing to support Kathy Anderson's position. 
d.  How to file a complaint with the Dept of Education:  Joan read information that was taken from the state education website.  
6)  Update on Usability and Accessibility Advisory Committee and implementation of the new accessible Web, Software, Hardware law: Rena Rogers, Project Manager, Office of Enterprise Technology (OET) gave a progress report on the implementation of the Usability and Accessibility legislation. She said that OET is committed to adopting standards and making state government services as accessible as possible.  Jamie Taylor sits on the advisory committee and Mary Hartnett is on the Steering Committee. Mary has been invited to sit on the hiring committee for the OET staff person who will be hired to help implement the law for OET. The Department of Administration has already hired their staff person.
7)  Education Proposal -  Mary explained that the Commission had made the offer authorized by motion at the MCDHH meeting in May 2009 to dedicate up to $40,000 to the Minnesota State Academies to pay for Sean Virnig's time to assist MDE with implementation of the new education reporting and accountability law. MDE refused the offer. Mary recommended that MCDHH continue to contract with MSA and develop an education accountability and improvement plan.  Dr. Rose was not there to explain it and commission members wanted more details. It was moved and seconded  to authorize the Executive Committee of MCDHH to approve funds previously dedicated to MDE be used for MCDHH to work to improve education outcomes through an interagency agreement with the Minnesota State Academies. The details of the contract will be reviewed and modified until the terms are acceptable to the Executive Committee.  Motion seconded and passed unanimously.
8) Amendment to By-laws:  MCDHH has waited up to two years for appointments to be made by the Governor’s office. This has resulted at times in over 60% of the seats unfilled. In an effort to allow the commission to function fully the following amendment was offered.  According to our by-laws an amendment must be introduced at a special meeting or regular meeting and then be voted up during the following meeting. It was recommended that the by-laws be amended and add the following provision.   “When a member has served their term, their appointment is extended until the governor appoints a replacement.”   It was moved and seconded to bring this motion forward at the November Commission meeting. The motion passed unanimously.   A motion for adoption of the amendment will be made at the November meeting.
9)  EHDI Update and Grant to Increase Enrollment in Part C:  MDH 
Presentation given by Barb Dahlbeck the EHDI Coordinator from the Department of Health; 
a. State of Minnesota used to be in the lower five states, for screening of newborns and referrals.  Since the law was passed in 2007; the State has actually moved up to be within the top five. 
b. Currently 97% of all newborns are being screened.  Of those 11% still need to have follow up screenings.  We need to tighten this margin.  The Department of Health recently received a grant to help to increase the number of families who have follow up after the screening and get intervention from the Minnesota Department of Education. 
c. Currently, of the children  identified by MDH as having a hearing loss,  only 55% are receiving services from the Department of Education. 
d. There are some border state issues which skew the data. They are tested in Minnesota and return to border states. 
e. Some of the new grant funds will pay for  Public Health Nurses, to do follow up screenings because some families lack health insurance.
f. The grant for this project was awarded in September, the program will be implemented and data tracked to see if referral and intervention increases using the strategies that MDH has proposed.



10)  Executive Director Update – Mary Hartnett
a. Over the summer Mary worked on the development of an RFP for the use of the funds granted this past legislative session for technical assistance and ASL video production.  Mary submitted it to the DHS Contract and Appeals Office the first week in September and is waiting for it to be routed for approval.
c. National Civic Summit – worked with Secretaries of State’s Office to make the websites, and webcasts for these events accessible by using CART services. Participants included Teika Pakalns, Jaime Taylor, Elise Knopf, Tom Anderson, and Mary Hartnett; including a presentation entitled; “Top Ten Things You Can Do to Make Your Event Accessible.” 
d. National Council on Disability – Testimony given by Colleen Wieck and Mary Hartnett, regarding the Usability and Accessibility Bill to many members that were appointed by the Bush Administration, but the recommendations made regarding 508, and the Web contact guidelines have been posted on their site.  Also suggested that the aggregate data on the 13 disability groups be reported in such a way as to become useful, to teachers, and parents, on a federal as well as state level.
e. Work plan progress – 
1) Education- EHDI education guidelines, are still in progress.  Looking for a location for the Educational Interpreter Performance Assessment to be administered.  Dr Sue Rose sitting in on the meetings where the Interpreter Licensure Requirements for the state are being determined. 
2)  Increase level of employment of Deaf, and Hard of Hearing People within DEED.  They had a 17% increase last year, asking them to continue progress, and keep an accurate measure with the state, so its shown what strategies are being used that are working and keep it up. 
3)  Survey is going out to all audiologists in the state to document the number of hearing aid denials that are being given to parents even though they have insurance.   We will then provide the Department of Commerce with that information so as to inform the insurance companies that they must stop denying coverage. 
4)  Community Health Workers have been shown nationally to help lessen the disparities between people that are deaf and hard of hearing or people that use other languages and the balance of the population.  We worked hard for Anita Buhl to receive the Robert Wood Johnson Award and receive national recognition.  Cynthia has been working with the DCHW to establish an infrastructure that will ensure not just their survival, but enable the new system to thrive.
5)  Candidates, Captioning – Monitoring at this point;  Will soon begin to contact the candidates to highly encourage them to caption their ads.  Jamie Taylor, and Stephen Medlicott, currently working on this.

11)  Cynthia Weitzel Update -  
a.  Airport – Cynthia showed the airport’s old website and compared it with the new website.   Jamie Taylor gave feedback and made recommendations on how to make it more accessible.  It is easier to navigate and the Map portion has been a big success.  Video Remote Interpreting is on contract at the Traveler’s Aid booths and that is going well.  The next step is to add public access video phones. The airport has been trying, but has been experiencing delays with the vendor and has connectivity issues.  
b.  Oral History Signing Project – In January 2009 the Board authorized MCDHH to contract with Dr.Barb Sommers, an Oral Historian,  to help develop a proposal to document the history of the deaf, hard of hearing and deafblind communities. The process is going well and is very complex. We are lucky to have one of the top historians in the country working with us on this project.   
12)  Jamie Taylor’s Update – Jamie attended the TDI Conference – (Telecommunications for the Deaf, Inc.) in Washington DC.  It is THE think tank for technology accessibility for deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing people.  The information she obtained is already being applied to the work that she is doing on the Usability and Accessibility Committee.  Department of Transportation, monitoring work on usability and accessibility is ongoing.
13) MCDHH was approached by the Coalition of Organizations for Accessible Technology and asked us to try to persuade Senator Amy Klobuchar to be the chief author of the 21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2009.  It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to try. 
13)	Commission Member Reports   Updates were given by members. 
14)	Meeting Adjourned.


