Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing Minnesotans
Meeting Minutes
September 20, 2014
9:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Golden Rule Building, 85 7th Place East, Suite 105, St. Paul, MN 55102

Present:
Alan Parnes, Michele Isham, Ade Haugen, Jason Valentine, Tracy Ivy, John Wodele, Lyle Hoxtell, Brenda Ackerson, Nancy Diener, Susan Gensmer, Emily Smith-Lundberg

Absent: Roberta Johnson and John Lee Clark

Staff: Mary Hartnett, Michelle Ooley & Anna Paulson

Interpreters/CART: Patty Gordon, Mary Baremore, Gina Alvarado and Lisa Richardson

Guests: Jeanette Kreps, David Rosenthal, Judy Plante, Ann Feaman, Emory Dively


Meeting called to order at 9:05

1. Introductions were made by Commission members
2. Reports and announcements from Commission Members
a. Alan Parnes - At Large Member: I was asked to serve on a national board for competitive employment on a Federal level. 
b. Jason Valentine – Metro Rep: Largest program challenge for Metro and DHS wide is their staff has increased by 3% and legislation has not given the funding for that 3% increase for staff. Operating expenses have been allocated to compensate for the increase but it was quite a large hit. Thankful to the Commission for helping with some of the money for interpreting services. 
c. John Wodele – At Large Member: Participated in being on TV and did the Mary Hanson show with Mary Hartnett and Dr. Same Levine. 
d. Michele Isham – St. Cloud Rep: An event was held for families in the St. Cloud area and Nigel Howard spoke and it was well received. Another issue in our area is contacts and travel time has been severely limited due to budget constraints. 
e. Lyle Hoxtell – NW Rep: Discussion over the budget issues and the Governor’s proclamation. 
f. Nancy Diener – NE Rep: Discussion over the budget issues and increased constraints with the budget and operating expenses. Thankful to the Commission for providing interpreter services for advisory committee meetings.  In addition MN Hands and Voices held an IEP workshop and play date at the children’s museum. Currently we have a couple of vacancies on our advisory committee. 
g. Susan Gensmer – SE Rep: Staff from Mankato presented to the department of audiology at the Mayo clinic on September 17th, telling them about the services of Deaf and Hard of Hearing. The TED program is starting a pilot program for distributing iPads and iPhones in the future.  DHHS will be hosting a mini conference in Rochester on September 27th and the topics are going to be about employment and legal aid voting and mental health topics. 
h. Brenda Ackerson – NW Rep: Training was provided earlier in May to August at Bemidji State to get more interpreters. Three new interpreters graduated from Mankato State so that program is impacting the availability of the interpreters in our schools. We also have donated two educational interpreters to the community now because we had two students who chose to go to the school for the deaf. 
i. Tracy Ivy – At Large Member: Working with the ASL TA conference next summer and the committee to actually get some video information to be uploaded on Facebook. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Change needs to be made to section “D” under Nancy Diener. End of the 5th row should read DHHS is working on improving the parent guide not they. 
b. Michelle will amend the minutes to reflect the change.
c. Motion to approve minutes, Motion passed and minutes approved.
4. Mary Hartnett
a. Introduction of Anna Paulson the new Coordinator of Educational Advancement and Partnerships for the Commission.  She started full time with the Commission on September 2, 2014. 
5. Education Presentation – Anna Paulson
a. Overview of the Education Collaborative plan and the four work groups within the plan.
b. Deaf mentors: The commission has contracted with Gloria Nathanson to develop a curriculum aligned with the JCIH recommended skill sets for early interventionists. 
c. Symposium: The Professional Symposium and Parent Conference will provide information and expertise pertaining to professionals who work with students who are deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing. In addition to presentations, the Professional Symposium will include activities that pertain to the work of the Collaborative Plan. 
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Mary Hartnett: Goal 4 Communication Access/Regional Advisory Committees 
a. Coverage of interpreters and RAC meetings. The Commission has agreed to assist with funding for interpreters for the regional advisory committee meetings. 
b. Centralized Fund discussion: 
c. Increased funds for SSP’s statewide: The Commission has been asked to advocate for increased funding for SSP’s. An increase was given through a grant and the increase was 10% but most of that money will go to actually pay for the staff. 
d. Airport: Met with the airport and they are finally setting up a formal advisory committee that’s ongoing for travelers with disabilities and they’re doing it because we asked them to do it. Delta airlines will now have captioning at their gates and announcing in text all changes at the gates. Would like to suggest that a formal thank you letter to Delta and the airport for these improvements. 
7. Mary Hartnett: Goal 3 Age Related Hearing Loss and Goal 6 Increased organizational capacity. 
a. Consultant from Management Analysis Division – Judy Plante: Judy spoke about her role at Management Analysis Division and the organizational assessment that she will be conducting of MNCDHH. She will also be helping to facilitate the Age Related Hearing Loss and Healthy Aging Task Force. 
b. Mary Hanson Show – John Wodele: John spoke about his interview on the show and about his hearing loss from his perspective. Dr. Levine was also on the show and spoke more towards the medical side and what studies have been done. Mary Hartnett was also interviewed. The show will air on Twin Cities Public Television in December. 
c. Looping: Proposed contract with Monique Hammond.
i. Mary Hartnett mentioned that both conference rooms in the Golden Rule building will be looped by the next Commission meeting. 
ii. Would like to contract with Monique Hammond from HLAA regarding the looping and advocacy work. 
d. Website and Communications: All Out Marketing
i. We would like to utilize All Out Marketing more and have them assist with the website migration. This would also include our social media sites, vlogs in ASL and marketing materials. This would mean increasing their current contract from $5,000 up to $20,000.
8. Commission Member Appointments
a. Currently the Commission is three members short and some of the remaining members have not yet been reappointed. Would like to have the current members extended for six months so we don’t have to have so many new people coming on board. Hoping the Governor will appoint soon.  
9. Goal 2 Increased Employment
a. Executive Order and Employment Website 
i. Executive Order was signed and it was front page news in the Star Tribune and St. Paul Pioneer Press and on MN Public Radio. Alan Parnes was on the Almanac show along with Jessica Kennedy, appeals attorney for MNsure
ii.  Ann Feeman: Was unsure when the Executive order was going to be signed and her office is playing catch up. National Disability Employment Awareness month will be in October and the Office of Disability Employment and Policy has put together some posters that will be distributed. To help increase awareness.  
10. Civic Engagement and Voter Outreach – Emory Dively
a. Emory spoke about his experience as a deaf election judge and some of the requirements for voting. You no longer need to give them your driver’s license. You can write your name down on a piece of paper and that will suffice. Emory showed a presentation that he will be using with different groups within the deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing communities about voting. In addition to the presentation a portable voting booth will be brought along to the various workshops and sample ballots will be printed off and gone over. 
11. Update Making Your Case
a. The last time Making Your Case was updated was in 2007. We need to update the information within Making Your Case. We received feedback that people would like to take the course but in a shortened version. An app needs to be developed to use on a smartphone or iPad. Also be able to integrate a feature that would allow a person to record a short video and send it directly to their representative or senator. 
12. Executive Director Report
a. Motion to upgrade Making Your Case to $30,000 and motion for app development of $5,000.
i. Motion seconded, motion approved. 	
b. Motion to approve $20,000 in funds for DHHS to help with transportation costs that’s preventing the regional centers from being able to do their work. The money would be coming from the carryover funds from FY14. 
i. Motion seconded, motion approved.
c. Lobby Day 2015. Discussion about where to hold it now that the Capital is under renovation. Possible location of the Kelly Inn was brought up and how the logistics would work out. 
d. New staff: Eric Nooker will be starting on September 25th as a 6 month intern. He graduated from the University of Minnesota with a Master’s in agriculture. John Wilson will be starting as contractor and working on community outreach and advocacy issues. 
13. Meeting adjourned. 






