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In the Matter of the Commission Investigation into Large Wind Energy Conversion 

Systems Permit Conditions on Setbacks and the Minnesota Department of Health 

Environmental Health Division's White Paper on Public Health Impacts of Wind Turbines 

Notice of Comment Period 

On May 22, 2009 the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Environmental Health Division issued the 

white paper Public Health Impacts of Wind Turbines. The white paper was prepared by the MDH in 

response to the Department of Commerce Office of Energy Security (OES) request to evaluate possible 

health effects associated with low frequency vibrations and sound, and shadow flicker arising from large 

wind energy conversion systems (LWECS). A link to the MDH's white paper can be found under 'Recent 

Documents and Resources' on the Commission's Energy Facilities Permitting webpage: 

www.enerRvfacilities.puc.state.mn.us. 

Please take note that the Commission is soliciting comments from interested stakeholders on the 

existing permit conditions used for permitting LWECS and the MDH white paper, Public Health Impacts 

of Wind Turbines. The Commission is gathering information to determine if current permit conditions 

on setbacks remain appropriate and reasonable. Initial comments will be accepted on or before 

September 16, 2009 at 4:30 p.m., reply comments will be accepted on or before October 14, 2009 at 

4:30 p.m.. Comments should be filed using the Commission's eDockets system at www.puc.state.mn.us. 

The current permit conditions typically used in LWECS site permits issued by the Commission are 

provided with this notice for reference. Questions regarding this matter can be addressed to Tricia 

DeBleeckere at tricia.debleeckere@state.mn.us, (651) 201-2254 or to Bret Eknes at 

bret.eknes@state.mn.us, (651) 201-2236. 

This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e. large print or audio tape) by calling 

(651) 201-2202 (voice). Citizens with hearing or speech disabilities may call us through Minnesota Relay 

at (800) 627-3529 or by dialing 711. 

www.puc.statc.mn.us 
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