
 
 

Energy Facility Permitting Process Flowchart1 
 

1 In general, and except for wind farms.  See http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities  

Public meeting(s) to 
gather comments on 

what we (citizens, local 
governments, 

agencies, Commission) 
need to know about 

the potential impacts 
of the proposed 

project and 
alternatives to avoid 
and minimize these 

impacts.   
 

For some projects, a 
second set of public 
meetings is held for 

comment on the draft 
environmental review 

document – what it 
missed, where it’s 

unclear, what needs to 
be added.  
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Conducted by Department of 
Commerce, Energy 

Environmental Review and 
Analysis (EERA)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Hearing(s) 

Public Hearings Conducted 
by Office of Administrative 

Hearings (OAH)  

Public hearings(s) 
conducted by an 

administrative law 
judge (ALJ) to gather 
advocacy as to the 

most prudent 
location for the 

proposed project.   
 

Citizens, agencies, 
and others describe 
the location(s) they 

prefer, why they 
prefer them, and 
conditions that 

should be included in 
the permit for the 

project.  

Commission Considers 
Entire Record and Makes a 

 Permit Decision  

ALJ Report and Environmental 
Review Document Submitted 

to the Commission 

Facts, Data, 
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Minnesota Public Utilities 
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