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Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy

EQB Docket No. 05-91-PPS-Xcel High Bridge

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION TO THE MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY BOARD FOR A GENERATING PLANT SITE PERMIT FOR THE
HIGH BRIDGE COMBINED CYCLE PROJECT

Direct Testimony

Of

James Alders
Manager, Regulatory Projects,
Governmental and Regulatory Affairs Department
(Xcel Energy Services Inc.)
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BEFORE The Environmental Quality Board
OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA
DIRECT TESTIMONY OF James Alders

Introduction and Qualifications

Q.
A.
Q:

> 0 > P

Please state your name and business address.

James Alders. 414 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401.

Briefly describe your professional experience.

A: | graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1973 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Urban Studies. | obtained a Masters Degree in Business
Administration from the University of St. Thomas in 1991. | have been employed
by Northern States Power and now Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel
Energy (“Xcel Energy” or “Company”) for nearly 30 years in various positions
responsible for the routing and siting of new energy facilities such as transmission
lines and power plants, as well as the acquisition of regulatory approvals,
including Certificates of Need and Site Permits, for those facilities. Since 1994 |
have represented the Company before the Public Utilities Commission (“PUC”) in
Integrated Resource Planning proceedings.

On whose behalf are you submitting this testimony?

On behalf of the applicant, Xcel Energy.

What is the purpose of your testimony?

My testimony simply provides copies of notices the Company provided to adjacent
landowners and others as required in Minnesota Rules 4400.1350 Subp. 2 and 3
and a copy of the notice published in the St. Paul Pioneer Press as required in
Minnesota Rules 4400.1350 Subp. 4. The notice letter and distribution list are
labeled Exhibit XE2. The newspaper notice, in the form of a paid ad, along with

the affidavit of publication from the St Paul paper, is labeled Exhibit XE3.
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Has Xcel Energy fully complied with its obligations to provide notice of its

Application for a Site Permit as required in the Power Plant Siting Act and

associated rules?

Yes.

Does this conclude your direct testimony?

Yes.



EXHIBIT XE2

DIRECT TESTIMONY
of James Alders

In The Matter Of Application To The Minnesota Environmental Quality Board For

A Generating Plant Site Permit for the High Bridge Combined Cycle Project , EQB
Docket No. 05-91-PPS-Xcel High Bridge

Application Notice Letter and mailing list
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Xcel Energy

414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401-1993

February 14, 2005

Ms Susan Adams
Stateside Associates
2300 Clatendon Blvd.
Suite 407

Arlington, VA 22201

RE: High Bridge Natural Gas Combined Cycle Power Plant
Notice Site Permit Application

Dear Ms Adams:

The purpose of my letter is to provide you notice that Xcel Energy has made
application to the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) for a Site
Permit for a 500 megawatt natural gas fueled combined cycle power plant that
would replace the existing coal fueled High Bridge Power Plant in St Paul. The
new plant would be located on the High Bridge site in what is now the coal
yard. No new property is needed.

The proposal is one of three power plant upgrades in the Company’s

- Mettopolitan Emissions Reduction Plan that was teviewed by the Pollution

Control Agency and the Public Utilities Commission and found to be in the
public interest. The project does not requitre a Certificate of Need from the
Commission. The project does require a Site Permit from the Environmental
Quality Board before construction can begin.

The application will be considered by the EQB under the provisions of the
Power Plant Siting Act (Minnesota Statutes §116C.51 to 116C.69 and
Minnesota Rules Chapter 4400). The Rules provide for a decision on our
application from the EQB within 6 months. As part of the process, the EQB
will prepate an Environmental Assessment, which will desctibe the potential
environmental affects of the project. A public meeting will be held within 60
days to obtain comments on the scope of the Envitonmental Assessment and



to answer questions. A public hearing will be held after the Envitonmental
Assessment has been completed to receive public comment on the proposal.

If you wish to receive notice of public meetings and heatings during the Site
Permitting process, you can register on the project mailing list at the EQB’s

web site: http://www.egb.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=15966. A copy of the

application is also posted at the same web site.

You can also contact me or the staff at the Environmental Quality Boatd.

Bill Storm Project Larry Hartman Public
James Alders Managet Advisor
Xcel Energy Environmental Quality ~ Envitonmental Quality -
414 Nicollet Mall Board Board
Minneapolis Minnesota 300 Centennial Office 300 Centennial Office
55401 Building Building
612 330 6732 658 Cedar Street 658 Cedar St.
james.r.alders@xcelener  St. Paul, Minnesota St. Paul Minnesota
gy.com 55155 55155
651 296 9535 651 296 5089
bill.storm(@state.mn.us larry. hartman(@state.mn.
us

Please let me know if there is any additional information we can provide.

Sincerely,

i A

James Alders
Manager Regulatory Projects
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EXHIBIT XE3

DIRECT TESTIMONY
of James Alders

In The Matter Of Application To The Minnesota Environmental Quality Board For

A Generating Plant Site Permit for the High Bridge Combined Cycle Project , EQB
Docket No. 05-91-PPS-Xcel High Bridge

Application Notice Advertisement and affidavit of Publication



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF RAMSEY

Kate Vang

being duly sworn on oath, says: that he/she
is, and during all times herein siate has been,
a representative of Northwest Publications,
Inc., publisher of the newspaper known as
the Saint Paul Pioneer Press, a newspaper of
general circulation within the City of Saint
Paul and the County of Ramsey

That the advertisement indicated below was
printed and published therein on the
following date(s):
February 11, 2005

Xeel Energy/NINA
Ad# 820154

%LA}@

Dfsplay Advertising i

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
11 day of May 2005

% gffﬂ"—

NOTARY PUBLIC

Ramsey County, Minnesota

My commission expires ’/r?)/&,:w >

STEVEN EDWARD ENGELMART
&  NOTARY PUBLIC-MINNESOTA

My Comm. Expires Jan. 31, 2007
BVWWAWAWWAMAAMAAVVYAAAAAAAAAAN T
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Pioneer Press
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27 Some members of the Min-
Jnesota Senate on Thursday pro-
“‘Eosed taxing their way out of
?the taxing highway gridlock
~fl:haf; stalls thousands of com-
,muters every day.

“Transportation Committee

Chauman Sen Steve Murphy,
J?)FL—Red Wing, joined by Buffa-
Ho’s Sen. Mark Ow ada, the lead
°Repubhcan on the committee,
ahnounced an ambitious {rans-
Jg,ortatlon proposal that would

"
a -

1aise $1 billion to $1.2 billion a
year to pay for the state’s high-
ways and transit needs. Their
hipartisan plan joins nearly a
half-dozen other proposals on
the table at the Capitol

The Murphy-Ourada plan
calls for a 10-cent hike in the gas
tax, a voter-approved increase
in the metro area sales tfax,
higher motor vehicle registra-
tion tax on new cars and giving
counties the anthority to ask
voters to raise the local sales
tax for transportation needs.

Murphy said his pay-as-you-

IN

Senators make bipartisan ¢

Sales, vehicle registration taxes would also speed up road repa

go proposal provides “re
enue right now,” and dc
burden future generatior
debt by borrowing, as G¢
Pawlenty has proposed. F
ty wants to borrow $45
over 10 years for roads
opposed to increasing t
tax unless approved by vc

Although critical of
they say don’t go far e
the senators said they
work with other legislatc
the governor on sometk
finally address the state’
overdue transportation n¢

1’*% Xcel Energy has made application to the Minnesota Bovironmentat Quality Board (EQB) for a Site
Permit for a 500 megawait natural gas fueled combined cycle power plant that would replace the

:  existing coal fueled High Bridge Power Plant in St Paul. The new plant would be located o the
e western portion of the High Bridge site in what is now the coal yard. No new property is needed.

'The proposal is one of three power plant upgrades in the Company’s Metropolitan Emissions
Reduction Plan that was reviewed by the Poltution Control Agency and the Public Utilities
Commission and found to be in the public interest The project requires a Site Permit from the

Bovironmental Quality Board before construction can begin. The EQB will conduct 2 six-month
% review process including the preparation of an Environmental Assessment

i you wish to receive notice of public meetings and hearings that will be conducted, you can
= register on the project maiting list at the EQB’s web site:

2 b

«/fwwrw.eqb.state.mn.us/Docket.h

1d=159G6.

4 copy of the application is posted at the same web site.

You can also contact:

James Alders
Xcel Energy
414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

612 330 6732

5 {ames.r.alders@zcelenergy.com

Bill Storm

Minnesota Environmenta] Quality Board
300 Centennial Office Building

658 Cedar Street

§t. Panl, Minnesota 55155

651 296 9535

bill storm@state.mn.us
€2 XcelEnergy-



XCEL ENERGY/MNA
Main News/A8/Main

Client Name
Advettiser:
Section/Page/Zone

820154
498380266
3x6

Insertion Number:

Ad Number
Size

Description

B&W

Color Type

R PRESS

H I
.

i PIONE

|

P

Publication Date

02/11/2005

This E-Sheet{TM) is provided as conclusive evidence that the ad appeared in the Pioneer Press on the date and page indicated. You may net create derlvative works, or in any way exploit or repurpose any content

8A FRIDAY 02-11-05 M

] EEE

BA M

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1], 2005

ST, PADL PIONEER PRESS WWW.TWINCITIES.COM

IN SESSION

- Senators make bipartisan gas tax push

Sales, vehicle registration taxes would also speed up road repairs
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I you think she forgot

about the teddy hear mug
you gave her last Valentine's Day...

you're prohahly right.

+



