Notice of Environmental Board Public Information and Scoping Meeting for the
Xcel Energy Proposed Buffalo-White 115 kV Transmission Line and the Yankee
Substation (MEQB DOCKET NO. 04-84-TR-XCEL)

September 22, 2004, 3 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., Midwest Center for Wind Energy, 2390 Lincoln
County Highway 1 Hendricks, MN.

The EQB will conduct a public information meeting to provide information to the public
about the Xcel Energy proposed 115 kV transmission line and associated facilities
connecting the Buffalo Ridge Substation in Lincoln County, Minnesota, and the White
Substation in Brookings, South Dakota, to answer questions, and to allow the public an
opportunity to suggest route and substation alternatives and impacts that should be
considered by the EQB during preparation of an environmental assessment document.
Written comments must be submitted no later than October 25, 2004.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on August 10, 2004, Xcel Energy submitted an application
(Application) to the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) for a transmission line
route permit pursuant to the alternative permitting process contained in Minn. Rules parts
4400.2000 to 4400.2950, and Minnesota Statutes section 116C.575. On August 19, 2004, the
EQB Chair accepted the Application as complete.

Northern States Power Company, d/b/a Xcel Energy, proposes to construct a 115 kV
transmission line and associated facilities connecting the Buffalo Ridge Substation in Lincoln
County, Minnesota, and the White Substation in Brookings County, South Dakota. Xcel
Energy also proposes to construct a new 115 kV Yankee Substation midway along the new
Buffalo Ridge to White transmission line and a 1.9 mile reroute of the existing Lake Yankton
— Pipestone 115 kV transmission line. These improvements are collectively referred to as
“the Project.” The Project is designed to increase outlet capability on the Buffalo Ridge to
allow for further development of wind energy in the region.

Project related materials are available online from the EQB at: www.egb.state.mn.us.
Click on “Energy Facilities” and the project will be listed under the “Open Projects” list.
Any person may request to have his or her name or an organization’s name placed on the
project contact list by registering online at the EQB web site or by contacting Andrea at
the EQB at 651-296-2571.

Under the Power Plant Siting Act (Minnesota Statutes Sections 116C.51-.69) a route permit
from the EQB is required to build a large high voltage transmission line (HVTL). A HVTL
is a conductor of electrical energy and associated facilities designed for and capable of
operation at a nominal voltage of 100 kilovolts or more. The EQB has adopted rules for the
administration of transmission line route permits (Minnesota Rules Chapter 4400). The
EQB rules establish the requirements for submitting and processing a route permit
application. The applicant must identify in the Application the preferred route for the
transmission line. As part of the permitting process, the EQB prepares an Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the project and holds a contested case hearing. The EQB has up to six
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months from the time the application is accepted to complete the process and make a
decision on the route permit.

The Chair appointed EQB staff members Larry Hartman as project manager and George
Johnson as the public advisor in this matter. Inquiries about this project should be directed
to the EQB project manager, Larry Hartman (Tel: 651-296-5089  or
larry.hartman(@state.mn.us) or  George  Johnson (Tel: 651-296-2888 or
george.johnson@state.mn.us) Environmental Quality Board, 300 Centennial Bldg., 658
Cedar Street, St. Paul, MN 55155. Other contact information: Tel: 1- 800-657-3794; Fax:
651-296-3698 or TTY: Minnesota Relay Service, 800-627-3694, and ask for the EQB.

Current information about the Project and a copy of the Permit Application are also
available online from Xcel Energy at www.xcelenergy.com. Click on the “About Energy”
button on the Home Page and then select “Transmission Projects”. Copies of the Permit
Application are also available at the Lake Benton Public Library. Project information
may also be obtained by emailing pamela.jo.rasmussen@xcelenergy.com or writing to
Pamela J. Rasmussen at P.O. Box 8, Eau Claire, WI 54701 or by calling Ms. Rasmussen
at (715) 839-4661 or 1-800-238-7968, extension 4661.
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