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25 Nevember 2003

Mr. Gene Scott

Office of Aeronautics

Minnesota Department of Transportation
222 E, Plato Blvd.

St. Paul, MN 55107-1618

RE: Proposed Air Lake - Empire 115 kV Transmission Line and Vermillion River Substation
Dakota County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Scott:

Great River Energy (GRE) and Xce!l Energy are in the process of preparing an application to
the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) for a 115 kV transmission project in Dakota
County, Minnesota. The project consists of approximately 6.5 miles of new 115 kV line (GRE
portion), rebuilding approximately 2.75 miles of existing 69 kV line to 115 kV (Xcel Energy
partionj, and construction of a new 115 kV substation (Xcel Energy). The project is needed to
meet growing electrical needs in the area.

The proposed project is located in Sections 25, 34, 35 and 36, T114N, R20W, and Sections 25-
30, T114N, R18W. The project is within the city limits of Lakeville and Farmington, and in
Empire Township, Minnesota. A project description/site map is enclesed for your information.

On behalf of GRE and Xcel Energy, GRE ls requesting information on the possible effects of
the proposed project on airports or airstrips in the project area. The single circuit structures will
be 80-75 feet above ground and the double circuit structures will be 90-85 feet above ground.

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office by Wednesday,
December 31, 2003.  If you have any questions about this proposed project, please contact
me at (763) 241-2272, If you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is cschmidi@erenersy.com
Thank you for your cogperation and assistanca

Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Consli . Skl

Caroig L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

hicsshmidihAir Lake-Empire\ALEMNDHOD
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Minnesota Department of Transportation

Office of Aeronautics Fhone: 651/286-B202

Mall Stop 410 Phone: 651/297-1600

222 Easl Plato Boulevard Fax: 651/207-5643

St. Paul, MM 55107-1618 Fax: 651/208-1828
RECEIVED J&t 0 2 2004
December 29, 2003 651 296-2788

Mas. Carole L. Schoudt
Environmental Scientist

Great River Energy

17845 East Hwy 10

P.O. Box 800

Elk River, Minnesota 55330-0800

Subject: Proposed Airlake - Empire 115kV Transmission Line
and Vermillion River Substation
Hennepin County, Minnesota

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

We have reviewed your proposal for the Airlake — Empire 115kV Transmission Line and
Vermillion River Substation project. The nearest public use airport (Airlake Airport) is
approximately 2.5 miles from the proposed substation and our records do not indicate any private
airstrips in the vicinity. We do not anticipate any effect on the Airlake Airport or any private
airstrips in the project area; therefore the Office of Aeronautics has no objection to the project as
proposed.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please call me.

Sincerely,

Adie RS

Gene R.. Scortt, P.E.
Regional Airport Engineer

An equal opportunity employer
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25 November 2003

Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Blvd, West

5t, Paul, MN 55102-1906

RE: Proposed Air Lake - Empire 115 kV Transmission Line and Vermillion River Substation
Dakata County, Minnesota

Dear Ms. Bloomberg:

Graat River Energy (GRE) and Xcel Energy are in the process of preparing an application to
the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) for a 115 kV transmission project in Dakota
County, Minnesota. GRE will also prepare an Environmental Report for the Rural Utilities
Service,

The proiect consists of approximately 8.5 miles of new 115 kV line (GRE portion), rebuilding
approximately 2.75 miles of existing 69 kV line to 115 KV (Xcel Energy portion), and
construction of a new 115 kV substation (Xcel Energy). The project is neaded lo meet growing
slectrical needs in the area.

The proposed project is located in Sections 25, 34, 35 and 36, T114N, R20W, and Sections 25-
30, T114N, R19W. The project is within the city limits of Lakeville and Farmington, and In
Empire Township, Minnesota, A project description/site map is enclosad for your information

On behalf of GRE and Xcel Energy. GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of
the proposed project on historic properties in the project area.

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office by Wednasday,
December 31, 2003 If you have any guestions about this proposed project, please contact
me at (763) 241-2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is cschmidti@grenergv.com.
Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.

Sinceraly,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Caroie L. Schmidt
Environmeantal Scientist

Enclosure

hieschmidialr Lake-Empire\ALEMHS

A Touchstone Energy” Coopetative }'Cﬁ?'



MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

STATE HISTORIC PRESERY ATION OFFICE
RECEIVED i § 7 200

December 30, 2003

Ms. Carole Schmidt

Greal River Energy

PO Box 800

Elk River, MN 55330-0800

RE:  Proposed Air Lake-Empire 115 kV Transmission Line and Vermillion River Substation
T114 R20 S25, 34, 35, 36; T114 R19 S25-30, Dakota County
SHPO Number: 2004-0622

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment an the above project. It has been reviewed
pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
(36CFRB00).

Based on available information, we conclude that no historic properties eligible for or listed on
the National Register of Historic Places will be affected by this project

Please contact Dennis Gimmestad at (651) 296-5462 if you have any questions regarding our
review of this project.

Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

AaE Falloge Boudevand Weer/ Saint Paul, Minnesots BEI02-1490687 Telephions 6312960120
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25 November 2003

Mr. Thomas VW, Balcom, Supervisor

Natural Resources Planning and Review Services
_Minn=sota Department of Natural Resources

500 Lafayette Road

8t. Paul, MN 55155

RE: Proposed Air Lake - Empire 115 kV Transmission Line and Vermillion River Substation
Dakota County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Balcom:

Great River Energy (GRE) and Xcel Energy ara in the process of preparing an application to
the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) for a 115 kV transmission project in Dakota
County, Minnesota. The project consists of approximately 6.5 miles of new 115 kV line (GRE
portion), rebuilding approximately 275 miles of existing 69 kV line to 115 kV {Xcel Energy
portion}, and construction of a new 115 kV substation (Xcel Energy). The project is needed to
meet growing electrical needs in the area.

The proposed project is located in Sections 25, 34, 35 and 36, T114N, R20W, and Sections 25-
30, T114N, R19W. The project is within the city limits of Lakeville and Farmington, and in
Empire Township, Minnesota. A project description/site map is enclosed for your information,

On behalf of GRE and Xcel Energy, GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of
the proposed project on wetlands, threatened and endangered species, and other important
state natural resources that occur in the project area,

The proposed transmission line crosses the Vermillion River (three crossings) and two Public
Ditches. GRE will apply to the DNR Division of Lands and Minerals for a license o cross those
waters. The Minnesota Natural Heritage database was reviewed and there are no Sensitive
Areas in the vicinity of the project (see attached maps).

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office by Wednesday,
December 31, 2003, If you have any questions about this proposed project, please contact
me at (763) 241-2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is cschmidt@arenergy.com.
Thank you for your cooperation and assistance

Sinceraly,

GREAT RIVER ENERGY
Cainle L.Sdnmne 8

Carole L. Schrmidt

Environmeantal Sciantist

Enclosures

hesshmidi\eir Lake-Empie SLEDNR A Touchstane Enesgy® Cooperative 2%



Sensitive Areas
Farmington 1:24,000 U.S.G.S. Quadrangle (DNR Code = T17b)

Includes portions of Dakota County
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Sensitive Areas

Coates 1:24,000 U.S.G.S. Quadrangle (DNR Code = T17a)

Includes portions of Dakota County
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Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

From: Tom Balcom [tom balcom@dnr.state.mn. us]
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2004 4:45 PM

To: Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

Subject: Re: Air Lake-Empire

Hi Carcle - It took us a while to t
don't have any comments on elther o
inglude Heritage data.

rack this and the revised Oszkwedd project down. We
raject, We appreciate that you have checked and

Tom Balcom

Minnesota Depesrtment of Watural Resocurces
Divlaian of Ecologlcal Services
Environmental Beview 0Onit Supervisor

500 Lafayette Read

Bt Fail, ¥Mn 55155-4010

651-249E=-4T896 (ocifice)

651-296-6047 {(fax)
tom.balcom@dnr.state.mn.us

>5> "Sohmidt, Carole SRE/JER" <eschmidt@GREnergy.com> 1/22/2004 1:26:41

B 3>

Hi Tom - am wondering about another project - in late Novemoer I sent out a review raguest
latter for the Air lLake to Empire 115 kV project near Farmington, MH. GRE and Xcsl Ensrgy
ars working hard on the application to the E{B for a route permit and we are just
wondering Lf you have had a chance to take a lock at it. I know you guys are basy.
Thankxs, Tom!

Carole Schmidt
Envircnmental Scientist
Great Hiver Energy
17845 £, Highway 10

PO Rox 800

Eik River, MM S5330
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25 November 2003

Mr. Jos Yanta

Department of the Army
Corps of Engineers

St Paul District, Attn; CO-R
190 Fifth Street East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

RE: Proposad Air Lake - Empire 115 kV Transmission Line and Vermillion River Substation
Dakota County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Yanta:

Great River Energy (GRE) and Xcel Energy are in the process of preparing an application to
the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) for a 115 kV transmisston project in Dakota
County, Minnesota. The project consists of approximately 6.5 miles of new 115 kV line (GRE
portion), rebuilding approximately 2.75 miles of existing 69 kV fine to 115 kV (Xcel Energy
portion), and construction of a new 115 kV substation (Xcel Energy). The project is needed to
meet growing electrical nesds in the area

The proposed project is located in Sections 25, 34, 35 and 38, T114N, RZOW, and Sections 25-
30, T114N, R18W. The project is within the city limits of Lakeville and Farmington, and in
Empire Township, Minnesota. A project description/site map is enclosed for your information.

On behalf of GRE and Xcel Energy, GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of
the propesed project on floodplains, wetlands, and other impartant natural resources that occur
in the project area. The proposed transmission line will span the Vermillion River and two
public ditches.

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office by Wednesday,
December 31, 2003.  If you have any guestiors about this proposed project, please contact
me at (763) 241-2272. If you wish to respond by e-mall, my address is cschmidti@erenergy.com.
Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.

Sinceraly,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

C{HM““LL (;j - «S—'. fl'“nmm.a“tb—i:_

Carole L, Schmidt
Environmeantal Sciantist

Enclosure

hhcschmidt\air Lake-EmplratALEDOA

A Thuchseon# Energy™ Croperative ?CE:“"
o



Air Lake-Empire Page | of 1

Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

From: Yanta, Joseph J MVP [joseph.yanta@mvp02.usace.army.mil]
Sent:  Thursday, January 22, 2004 2:28 PM

To:

Yanta, Joseph J MVP; Schmidt, Carcle GRE/ER

Subject: RE: Air Lake-Empire (Corps File 2004-02227-JJY)

| hope the pravious file was not too large. | didn't realize the enclosure would be 2 MB (which is almost 10
percent of my mailbox capacity), Apparently, instead of capturing just a small partion of the topo map, the file
included a large electronic map.

—-—{riginal Message-—--

From: Yanta, Joseph 1 MVP

Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2004 2:23 PM

To: 'Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER'

Subject: RE: Air Lake-Empire (Corps Flle 2004-02227-17Y)

The aerial lines would not require a permit: they do not cross any navigable water,
| should have followad up on the substation earlier,

The XCEL Energy subistation (SW 1/4 SE 1/4 Sec 25, T. 114 N., R. 20 W.) appears o lie between two
wellands (see enclosed ARC GIS file), and there are some hydric soils and ditches in the general location.
If the substation does not encroach on existing wetlands or waters, it would not require a permit. Do you
have any more detailed site plan/location map?

--——Driginal Message--—

From: Schimidt, Carole GRE/ER [mailto cschmidt@GREnergy.com)
Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2004 1:22 PM

To: Yanta, Joseph ]

Subject: Air Lake-Empire

Hi Joe - in late Novemnber | sent ou! a review request letter for the Air Lake to Empire 115 kV
project near Farmington, MN. GRE and Xcel Energy are working hard on the application to
the EQB for a route permit and we are just wondering if you have had a chance to take a look
atit. | know you guys are busy. Thanks, Joe!

Carale L. Schmid}
Environmental Scientist
Great River Energy
T63-241-2272

3/8/2004
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25 November 2003

Mr. Nick Rowse, Habitat Conservation Biologist
United States Department of the Interior

Twin Cities Field Office

4101 East 80th Street

Bioomington, MN 55425-1665

RE:  Proposed Air Lake - Empire 115 kV Transmission Line and Vermillion River Substation
Dakota County, Minnescta

Dear Mr. Rowse;

Great River Energy (GRE) and Xcel Energy are in the process of preparing an application to
the Minnesota Envirenmental Quality Board (EQB) for a 115 kV transmission project in Dakota
County, Minnescta. The project consists of approximately 6.5 miles of new 115 kV line (GRE
portion), rebuilding approximately 2.75 miles of existing 69 kV line to 115 kV (Xcel Energy
portion), and construction of a new 115 kV substation (Xcel Energy). The project is needed to
meet growing electrical needs in the arsa.

The proposed project is located in Sections 25, 34, 35 and 36, T114N, R20W, and Sections 25-
30, T114N, R18W. The project is within the city limits of Lakeville and Farmington, and in
Empire Township, Minnesota. A project description/site map is enclosed for your information.

On behalf of GRE and Xcel Engrgy, GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of
the proposed project on any listed or proposed threatened or endangered species and
designated or proposed critical habitat that may be present in the project area, The propesed
project does not represent a "major construction activity” as defined in 50 CFR 402.02.

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office Dy Wednesday,
December 31, 2003, If you have any guestions about this proposed project, please contact
me at (763) 241-2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is cschmidi(@erenerov.com.
Thark you for your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,

GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Carcle L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosurs

prieachmidiialr Lake-Empira\ALEFWS

A Tencharene Enerey™ Cocperacive ﬂ-}“
e ——



Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

From: Nick_Rowse@fws.gov

Sent: Friday, January 23, 2004 359 PM
To: Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER
Subject: Re Alr Lake-Empirs

Carole,

1 reviewed the proiect back in December and determined it would have no effect to any
federally listed species. I did not draft a writtien response.

Mick
"Schmidt, Carole
GRE/ER" Tos <nick rowse@fws.govs
<gschmidtGREnarg [} ]
Y Com Subiect: &lr lLake-Empire
01/22/2004 0Y:35
M
Hi Nick - am wondering sbout ancther projsct - in late November I sent out a review

request letter for the Air Lake to Empire 115 KV preoject near Farmington, MN. |GRE and
¥cel Energy are working hard on the appligation to the EQB for a route permif and wWe are
just wondering if you have had a chance to take a look at it., 1 know you guys are buay.
Thanks, Nick!

Carale Schmidt
Environmental Sclentilst
Great HRiver Energ
Te3-241-2292
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258 November 2003

Mr. Jahn Creliin, District Conservationist
Matural Resources Consenvation Service
Farmington Field Office

4100 220™ St W., Sujie 103
Farmington, MN 55024-9580

RE: Proposed Alr Lake - Empire 115 kV Transmission Line and Vermillian River Substation
Dakota County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Crellin:

Great River Energy (GRE) and Xcel Energy are in the process of preparing an application to
the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQE) for a 115 kV transmission project in Dakota
County, Minnesota, The project consists of approximately 6.5 miles of new 115 kV line (GRE
pottion), rebuilding approximately 2.75 miles of existing 69 kV line to 175 kV {Xcel Energy
portion), and construction of a new 115 kV substation (Xcel Energy). The project is needed to
meel growing electrical needs in the arsa,

The proposed project is located in Sections 25, 34, 35 and 36, T1 14N, R20W, and Sections 25-
30, T114N, R19W. The project is within the city limits of Lakeville and Farmington, and in
Empire Township, Minnesota. A project description/site map is enclosed for your information.

On behalf of GRE and Xcel Energy, GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of
the proposad project on important or prime farmlands in the project area.

We would appreciate recelving any written comments from your office by Wednesday,
Dacember 31, 2003.  If you have any guestions about this proposed project, piease contact
me at (783) 241-2272. If you wish to respand by g-mail, my address is cschmidi@grenergy,com,
Thank you for your coopearation and assistance.

Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

C;;Lmi\i EE : SJ&"\W“&%.

Carole L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

heioschmidbiir Lake-Empiret ALENRCS

s ' HES il s
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United States Departmment of Agriculture

G NRCS

Matural Resources Conservation Sandco
4100 220" St, Wast

Farmmnington, MK 550240500

Phone: 651-4B3-BEGE5, ext. 3

FAX: B51-480-7775
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December 3, 2003

Carole L. Schrmdt

Great River Energy

17845 East Highwayl(
P.O. Box 8§00

Elk River, MN 55330-0800

RE: Proposed Air Lake — Empire 115 kV Transmission Line and Vermillion River Substation,
Dakota  County, MN

Dear Carole;

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed project mentioned above in Dakota
Coumty, MN,

1t 1s the responsibility of the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources
Conservation Service to monitor the effects of Federal programs or money on the conversion of
farmland to nonagnicultural uses through the Farmland Protection Policy Act (Public Law 97-98,
Dée, 22, 1981).

It 15 stated that the proposed Vermmllion River Substation 1s to be a joint use facility on the already
built Xcel Energy and DEA facility on an 11.4 acre site. The rest of the proposed impacts appear
to be located in areas already used for electric transmission or along road right of ways, If this is
correct and new acreage for the substation is not affected then T would see this project as having
very little if any impact on prime or statewide important soils, The nature and configuration of the
power poles shown in the pictures you sent should also have a mimimal effect on the soils beneath.
If you think there is new land bemg acquired and impacted on the substation site, then you should
send me a more detailed map of the area that may be affected. 1 can then fill out the portion of the
AD-1006 form used for Farmland Protection Policy Act impact determinations for which 1 am
responsible, | am sending an AD-1006 just in case,

Sincerely,
N
John Grellin

District Conservationist
Enclosure

Ce: NROS file

The Matural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partneship eftort to help people
conserve, malntain, and impreve sur natural resources ond environment

An Egual Opportunity Previder asd Employer
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