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July 7, 2004

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
658 Cedar Street - Room 300
Saint Paul, MN 55155

We are a coalition of concerned residents along the Great River Energy (GRE) proposed route for the
new 115V transmission line along 210" Street in Empire Township, MN. We have met with GRE
representatives as well as Mr. George Johnson and Mr. David Birkholz of the Minnesota
Environmental Quality Board (EQB) and have reviewed the proposal that GRE has submitted to the
EQB for approval. As residents and property owners, we have joined efforts to voice our concerns
over the GRE proposed project.

While we may or may not agree with the specific location or entire length of the proposed route, as
residents of Empire Township, we feel it is our responsibility to address only our concerns for the
portion of the route that affects the Empire Township community. OQur oggosition and_this
documentation address only a_section of the proposed route located on 210" Street in Empire

Township, MN.

As residents of Empire Township, we wish to submit documentation to the EQB to support our
concerns for the negative human and environmental impacts this project will have on the proposed
route that GRE has submitted.

We have also included five (5) alternate routes with supporting documentation that we as residents of
this community believe would make a more appropriate route with less human and environmental
impacts. Alternative Routes #5 and #1 are our preferred routes and we are Drovrqu more detalled
information on these routes. 4 iHorrie ! g d a 2L-£0t

wwdeeumeﬁt.

Respectfully, we request the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board to review the alternate routes
that we have proposed along with our supporting documentation and make a decision based on the
information not to grant the permit for the route that Great River Energy has submitted.

Thank you for taking our concerns and proposals into consideration.

See attached Signatures
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Reside'nts in opposition of the proposed Great River Ene'rgy Route

Name: ~kemniter J. Baicer

Address: (423 0% &F 5)%W§@V

Phone: _ &51-460—2778

Supporting alternate foutes:/, 2, 3 ¢ .8
Signature%gﬁ#é&Za_LL
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Address. w72 4O% St _E. Farmirglon
Phone:;__©b| - 460-2778 ~
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Address. (5 90 A/oH St E.Fiw"tuﬁ).
Phone:_43/ ~ <63~ 35:/#)( =7
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Name,__JeRRY ‘T\%Téj?
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Phone: F52- 8IS FROL
Supporting altefnate routes: # /"9 B2
Signature < £z14., '

Address:_() S ~ /5
Phone: LB/~ 4l T =507
Supporting alternate route$¥£

Name: | TCA T
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Phone: */@é 339 (@

Name: M

Address: /000, Blé;?». Ale .
Phone: G5~44 3~ & 367
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Signature | N orng”

0
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J 18]

Name:_ Vauid Bales,
Address:__[4623— 2(0 ra
Phone:  6S5I-H460-2772%

Supporting alternate routes:_ 3 5;5
Signature o .

Names.o X~ W
Address: 23 % A0 Aoaax £
Phone: A58- 3AO - OV19—

Supporting alternate routes; \,9,345
Signaturwm&_

Name: Nae Rea TN, A0
Address: 22 AV Aoy €
Phone: A5 9-3do ~OtT9-
Supporting alternate routes: \ >, R AS
Signature
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Residents in opposition of the proposed Great River Energy Route

Name: @[KQA /Q/:‘> MV\

Address: \

Phone:_ 51~ 40349
Supporting alternate soutes: W0 Q
Signature [St—"
Name: ) O7(SoV] <
Address: ' Qinth SHE
Phone: Lo [~ X090~ Y90S _
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Signature m/ y

Address: /72 d, g/ﬂﬁrd

Phone:
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Name: : W MBéM
Address: 720 o /084 X &
Phone:_o&< / -4 % 9’)?3/ -
Supporting alterpate routes:, > /4
Signaturef)i%n/vé( ey

Name:
Address:_ /

Phone: /4 3. <35%¢
Supporting glternate routes:__ 7/
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)&&ZL o7 . Loy K L0y
g o .

Name:
Address: &
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Y~

— .
Name: fQV\—\ 1+a_gQ_|/\
Address [CA>  A(n H*q'f ==
Phone:__ 65 (- 4 6% - ¢ o063

Supporting alternate rc#t;; o |
Signature_Z 7O
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Residents in opposition of the proposed Great Rivélﬁ Energy Route
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Y
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Residents in opposition of the proposed Great River Energy Route
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Summary

Great River Energy has set forth a proposal to erect an 115kv transmission line between the Empire Sub Station
and a new Vermillion River Substation (yet to be built). The GRE proposed route is 210™ Street in Empire
Township. It is a dirt township road that is not even considered a major or minor corridor by the Dakota County
Planners; reverted back from County Road 72 to a township road several years ago.

In reviewing the GRE proposed route, verses the GRE' s two (2) rejected “alternatives” routes, it is obvious that
GRE is more concerned about the financial impact of traversing a route shorter than a government imposed 10
mile barrier then doing what is right. Specifically:

Route 210" Street County Road 66 State Highway 50
Route Selection Proposed Rejected Rejected
Length 9.25 miles 11-12 miles 11 - 12 miles
(slightly longer than 210™) | (slightly longer than 210™)
Corridor Designation n/a Minor / Major Major
Road Surface Dirt road Paved road Paved road
no shoulders Paved shoulders Gravel shoulders
occasional spring floods
Route location Parallel to alternatives Parallel to 210" Parallel to 210"
(splits them) 1 mile north 1 mile south
Easements exists Most of the route Entire route Entire route

No easements exist on a
large portion of the route

Easement size 30 feet 60 feet' 60 feet'
{(where available — Project (need > 2X more) (need 10 more feet) (need 10 more feet)
requires 70 feet)
Residential Setting Rural community Corridor setting with Corridor with homes and
and farms homes spread out industrial along the route
most homes are close to | most homes are close to | most homes are set back
the road? the road

According to the Minnesota Supreme Court’s “nonproliferation” doctrine, “the MEQC must, as a matter
of law, choose a pre-existing route unless there are extremely strong reasons not to do so”.*

As in the table above, there is also a distance of roughly 1.2 miles of 210" Street (as noted in GRE
proposal) that have no existing poles, power lines, or utilities of any type visible making this
questionable as an existing utilities corridor.

Additionally this document addresses concerns regarding the GRE’s proposal:

e Regulatory review process

» Use of a non-existent corridors

¢ Environmental Impacts

» Property impacts

o EMF related health issues of cancers, miscarriages, etc.
» Decreasing Property Values and ability to sell properties
¢ Impact to Communications medium

! Estimates
> Some homes exist directly under the proposed lines and inside easement requirements.
3 www.oah.state.mn.us/cases/arrowhead/mpbrief. html
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o Decreasing Property Values and ability to sell properties
+ Impact to Communications medium
e Empire Planning and Zoning issues

This document has been prepared and submltted respectfully to the EQB for their consideration in opposition to
the Great River Energy proposed 210" Street Transmission L|ne Project. This document also sets out to
provide the EQB with valid concerns regarding the proposed 210™ Street route, while also setting forth five (5)
alternative routes minimize impacts to all involved parties.

Each of these routes would be more appropriate with less_human _and environmental impacts. All five are
described at the end of this document for review.

In your review, should you have any questions, please feel free to contact any, or ali of the following:
Patrick Robb @ 651-460-2825 (home)

David Baker @ 651-460-2778 (home) or 952-921-6696 (work)

Bryan Voight @651-463-2163 (home) or 651-248-8182 (mobile)
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Opposition to 210™ Street Route

Requlatory Review Process

It is our belief that 210™ Street is not the most appropriate route for the proposed GRE transmission
line when compared to County Road 66 (also known as 200" Street) just to the north and State
Highway 50 (also known as 220" Street) just to the south. We believe that the 210" Street route was
chosen by GRE as a cost saving measure without regard to concerns and impacts it will have on the
residents of Empire Township.

GRE has stated that it is their desire to maintain this project at a distance under 10 miles which will
allow GRE to bypass government regulatory reviews and eliminate the requirement to provide proof of
need. The 210" Street route will allow GRE to create this line at a total length of 9.25 miles and
therefore eliminate the added cost and schedule that would be incurred if the GRE proposed project
had to go before the Public Utilities Commission for approval.

It is our belief that attempts to bypass a government regulatory review process should not be the
determining factor for locating power utilities. We believe that the route with the least negative
impacts to people and environment should be the determining factor.

Questionable as Existing Corridor

There are 3 roadways that run from east to west in this quadrant of Empire Township that are near the
proposed route in Farmington, MN. County Road 66 to the north, 210™ Street in the center, and State
Highway 50 to the south. (refer to figures 1,2 & 3)

¢ As noted in the Dakota County East/West Corridor report (referenced in the GRE Proposal), both
County Road 66 and State Highway 50 are major corridors into Farmington. 210" Street is
not even a minor corridor.

e Years ago, 210" Street was demoted from a county road to a township road.

e County Road 66 and State Highway 50 have existing 60 foot easements. (70 feet required for
project) '

Of these 3 roadways 210" is the least developed having narrow gravel roads with many 5 acre home
sites along the road. There are also many trees that border both sides of the road that would need to
be removed to accommodate the proposed line and easement requirements.

e According to the Minnesota Supreme Court’s “nonproliferation” doctrine, “‘the MEQC must, as a
matger of law, choose a pre-existing route unless there are extremely strong reasons not to do
s0”.

e There is also a distance of 1.2 miles of 210" Street (as noted in GRE proposal) that have no

existing poles, power lines, or utilities of any type visible making this gquestionable as an existing
utilities corridor. ‘

e One home that sits 3 feet within the 70 feet easement that would be required if the lines were
installed on this roadway on the north side of 210" Street as proposed by GRE.

e Existing easements on 210" Street are 30 feet (70 feet required for project)

4 www.oah.state.mn.us/cases/arrowhead/mpbrief.html
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These photos provide a
comparison of the 3 roadways
illustrating the difference in
existing infrastructure. All 3
roadway photos were taken
from the same cross street,
Ahern Blvd. <Looking East>

County Road 66 & Ahern Blvd. <East>

210" Street'& Ahern Blvd. <East>

‘lghway 50 & Ahern Blvd. <East>

Figure 2
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These photos provide a
comparison of the 3 roadways
illustrating the difference in existing
infrastructure. All 3 roadway
photos were taken from the same
cross street at County Road 79
(Blaine Avenue) <Looking West>.

County Road 66 & Blaine Ave. <looking west>

Flgure 3 State Highway 50 & Blaine Ave <looking west>
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Environmental Impacts

In several locations along the 210™ Street route have mature tree lines on both the north and south
side of the 210" Street and the GRE has acknowledged that an easement of 70’ would require that
trees would need to be cut down along the proposed route. (refer to figures 4 through 8)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Trees provide the residents with privacy from the road. It also provides neighbors and through
traffic on 210" Street privacy from the residents property.

Trees provide a barrier to_keep dust from the gravel roadway from drifting into resident’s
property as vehicles pass through.

Trees offer a natural country setting for not only residents but also visitors as they drive down
210" Street. '

Trees play host to a variety of wildlife and in one area there is an abundance of raspberry
bushes in the tree undergrowth with large yields attracting many species of song birds to the
area.

Trees provide a natural noise barrier that helps absorb the sounds.

In a publication called “The Right Tree Brochure”, developed for Great River Energy, clearly states
that the value of a tree to a property owner as well as the community as a whole. As this is copy right

material we did not include a copy with this document but we do reference it and strongly encourage
you to read page 1 of the document which supports our claims in this document to you.

The “Right Tree Brochure” clearly states that mature trees:

o raise property trees value of homes by 15%

This document also states regarding trees:

importance of privacy screens

absorb pollutant gases

reduce soil erosion

give off oxygen

contribute to water quality

shelter from winds

are catalysts for creating a healthier environment

0 000 O0O0O0
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These photos provide various
scenes of the GRE proposed
210™ Street route.

Figure 4
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Armstrong’s Cod : e o Skyview Dog Kennel

Looking west on 210" Stréet from intersection with County Road 79 (Blaine Avenue)

Above is just one example (of many) along the GRE proposed 210" Street route where trees
are present on both sides of the street and within the 70 foot easement needed for the power
line overhead. In_this photo alone, on the left, there are 110 trees that would need to be
cleared on the south side for the transmission line.

These trees act as buffer from street dust, traffic noise, and most importantly noise from the
Skyview Dog Kennel business located on the north-west corner at this intersection.

Installing this power line on this street will have a major impact on the natural beauty of this
roadway and the surrounding neighbors.

Refer to Figure 6 (on following page) for a rendered view of how this will change roadways
appearance.

Figure 5
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GRE Proposed route
for transmission line

L

Looking west on 210" Street from intersection with County Road 79 (Blaine Avenue)

As referenced on previous page, this rendering illustrates what the drastic change to the
owner’s property at 21000 Blaine Avenue might look like as a result of the power lines being

installed in a 70 foot easement along the property on the south side of 210" Street and the 110
trees removed to accommodate the new line easement.

Figure 6
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Skyview Dog ernnel , E Armstrong’s Home

o

GRE Proposed route for
transmission line

- North

Looking east on 210™ Street towards County Road 79 (Blaine Avenue)

The photo above provides a view of the same section of road from the opposite direction. Again,
this is one example (of many) along the GRE proposed 210" Street route in which trees occur on
both sides of the street and fall within the 70 foot easement requirement for the power line
overhead. In this example, 110 trees would need to be cleared on the south side for the
transmission line.

Again, these trees act as buffer from street dust, traffic noise, and most importantly noise from the
Skyview Dog Kennel business located on the North West corner at this intersection. Installing this
power line on this street will have a major impact on the natural beauty of this roadway as well as
significant human impact.

Figure 8 provides a rendered view of how this will change the roadways appearance.

Figure 7
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|_

Skyview Dog Kennel Armstrong’'s Home

- North

Looking east on 210" Street towards County Road 79 (Blaine Avenue)

This rendering illustrates what the drastic change to the owner's property at 21000
Blaine Avenue might look like as a result of the power lines being installed in a 70 foot
easement along the property on the south side of 210" Street and 110 trees being
removed to accommodate the new transmission line easement.

Figure 8
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Human Impact to Property

Though there are many Human Impacts regarding the easements with the residential homes, the
following shows only a few due to space concerns. A full economic study would cover all.

Property Example: 1623 — 210" Street

The following photos are being provided to demonstrate the impact specifically to the Baker home
located on the GRE proposed route; note that the Baker home is 69’ from the middle of the road -

inside the required project easement.

Photo 210.1623-2 Photo 210.1623-1

Photo 210.1623-1 shows the proposed power Line at stake (35 feet from center of 210" Street). All of
trees in the picture are within the right of way and_will be destroyed leaving no dust or noise barrier
from the road. The stake in Photo 210.1623-2 is where proposed transmission line placement; 32.5
feet from outside wall of home.

Photo 210.1623-3

Proposed right-of-way is 3 feet inside of home. (See stake in Photo 210.1623-3 above)

Save 210th Street a4 ' Page 17 of 30



Photo 210.1623-5
In addition at 1623 - 210™ Street, there is an impact to the shed at this property. The stake in Photo
210.1623-5 is where the proposed transmission line would be; 16 feet from the shed.

" Photo 210.1623-6

In Photo 210.1623-6 the stake on the left is where proposed transmission line would be, the right
stake is the proposed right of way requirement; 19 feet inside of shed.
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" Photo 210.1623-7

Again, the man at shed in Photo 210.1623-7 is where the transmission line would place the right of
way. All the trees on the left would be removed as the line would be over them.

Property Example: SkyView Kennel

The following is a point of reference of another property along the proposed route; Skyview Kennels
(and residence) at the corner of 210™ Street and County Road 79.

Photo 210.2413-1

In Photo 210.2413-1 the stake on left (at the man with blue shirt) where proposed transmission line
would be. The man on right (in brown jacket) is where the right of way would affect property. All trees
in this photo would be in the right of way and removed.
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" Photo 210.24132

Photo 10.2413-2 is another view of above Photo 210.2413-1. The men on left are at the center of
210" Street; the man on right is where the new right-of way would affect property. Note that all the
trees in this photo would be destroyed, leaving on noise or dust barrier for the business or home

located here.

Additionally, the removal of these trees would eliminate the existing noise barrier of the kennel to
surrounding neighbors.

Save 210th Street_a4 ' Page 20 of 30



Property Example: 2413 — 210" Street

The man in blue jacket at right in Photo 210.2413-3 at the center of 210" Street. The man in the
center of the photo where the proposed transmission line would be and the woman in the red jacket
(under tree) to the left is the required right of way

" Photo 21024134

A closer look, the woman in red on left is holding the stake where new right of way would be. The
man in white shirt is holding a stake where new transmission line would be. All trees in this photo
would be destroyed. The right of way required is 12 feet from the home.
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'Human Impact to Health / Electro Magnetic Fields (EMF)

Health issues to residents

There exist many concerns regarding human health issues and EMF Fields. A vast number of studies
have been performed and many are still under way. All show “some” correlation to human health
issues including, but not limited to, Cancer and higher levels of miscarriages.

Regrettably, one of the residents along the proposed route lost her mother, father and 3 others in
the immediate neighborhood to cancer with two (2) additional individuals being treated; all of these
individuals lived extremely close to high power transmission lines similar to the GRE proposal. It
is understandable that she, and others, share the same fear regarding these potential concerns
between cancer and EMF fields.

An OSHA report® of 1998 references the National Institute of Environmental health sciences voted 19
to 9 that electric and magnetic fields surrounding powerlines are “possible human carcinogens”.

The following figure is out a JE Moulder published report on EMF / Health related findings’ showing
correlated links between Leukemia and EMF findings.
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At the 24-June-2004 EQB informational meeting, GRE supplled a document regarding EMF questions
and answers published by the World Health Organization (WHO)®. This document recognizes that
there is a correlation some controversial findings on the topic and proclaims that further studies are
required.

5 www.osha.gov/slic/radiofrequencyradiation/niehs_announce.html
¢ www.who.int/peh-emf/about/whatisEMF/en/print.htm]
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Interestingly, even GRE’s www site also points’ to a source® regarding EMF which states:

In 2002, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), an agency of the World Health
Organization, completed an evaluation of EMF and carcinogenic risks to humans. IARC concluded
that EMF should be classified as a Group 2B carcinogen (possibly carcinogenic to humans). The
cancer for this classification is childhood leukemia.

The following on health impacts and findings is from a PUC brief*:

. there has been much recent research published in refereed academic journals on the dangers of powerline
EMF

A study produced by Bristol University and published in the International Journal of Radiation (Vol. 75,
No. 12, p. 1505-1521, 1999), addressed the dangers of electric (as opposed to magnetic fields). [t concludes
that individuals living within 1,000 feet of a powerline have a heightened risk of cancer. This research has been
validated by soon to be published epidemiological studies conducted at the same university.

A major study has just been published in the British Journal of Cancer, September 2000, p. 692-698. It
pooled data drawn from 9 recent studies.- While noting that only 0.8% of the population receives exposure
higher than 4 mG, it demonstrated a clear and consistent pattern of significant risks for average exposures
above that level. All of the homes adjacent to the powerline experience EMF levels greater than the 4 mG level,
and therefore, this study suggests those who live in those homes have a heightened risk of contracting
leukemia.

Two studies have been published in the Journal of Environmental Perspectives, which is jointly
produced by the U.S. Department of Health and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. One study
noted that cells remain in an undifferentiated, precancerous state when under the influence of EMF of the type
and strength experienced by those who live near the Southeast Metro line (Vol. 108, No. 10, October, 2000). A
second study appeared in the August edition of the same journal (Vol. 108, No. 8), which concludes that EMF of
the type and intensity experienced by those who live near the SE Metro line can cause heart rate variability of
the type that ordinarily leads to heart attacks.

A scientist with the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) is a co-author of the latter study. NSP/Xcel
is a member of EPRI, an NSP/Xcel staff member heads its Research Committee, and an Environmental expert
from NSP/Xcel sits on the committee that oversees EMF research. Accordingly, NSP/Xcel either knew or
should have known of this ongoing research at the same time it was claiming before the PUC that there were no
important scientific research studies that validated concerns regarding EMF.

Additional issues in this area include:
o Health issues to horses — livestock
o Health issues to businesses and breeders on the route
o Skyview Kennels breeds dogs

o Skyview Kennels currently boards dogs on temporary basis — what impact will this
have on their business?

o Breeders of both Westminster and Grand Champion dogs also live on this route

7 www.greatriverenergy.com/projects/lines/pmg/pmg, translineqa.html#P121_12202
 www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/radiation/emf/index.html
® http://www.powerlinefacts.com/Briefs%20for%20EQB%20and%20PUC%20A ppeals/PUC%20Brief. htm
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Human Impact / Property value decrease

The GRE proposed route is a 210" Street East in the township of Empire, MN. This is a rural
setting along a dirt road which floods roughly every 2 years due to spring run off’'s that make
the road impassable for several weeks at a time. According to the Dakota County East/West Corridor
Report (used in the GRE proposal), 210" Street does not show up as either a major or minor corridor
into Farmington; these are State Highway 50 (designated major corridor) and County Road 66
(designated minor corridor). In fact, in most published “planning” maps, it barley shows up except
as a point of reference.

The appearance of the proposed poles will be intrusive and unsightly which compromises the
rural setting and is inconsistent with a pre-existing rural residential area. It is this type of
inconsistency which caused 4 MSP area real estate professionals to support similar oppositions
against GRE fransmission line efforts publishing letters indicating that property values will decline
due to the presence of power lines; additionally, time to sell increases.

The public's perception of EMF fields has a drastic effect on the ability to sell a property close to high
power transmission lines.

A study'® in Wisconsin (Wisconsin Docket #05-CE-113) shows residential property values decline
by as much as 14% with the presence of high power transmission lines.

Human Impact / Communications, Radio and TV Reception

The impacted area of 210™ Street is already on the fringe of the Twin Cities Radio and Television
reception area. There is no cable service in this area and only a few residences have satellites to
improve reception. It is understood that this level of power will have impacts on these technologies
primarily to the south of the power lines.

Additionally, with the advent of cell phone technologies, this area in question is also on the fringe of
cell antenna coverage. What additional impacts will this level of power impact this form of
communication?

Empire Township Planning & Zoning Committee opposition

The Empire Township Planning & Zoning Committee does not belief 210" Street to be the best
location for the proposed transmission line. They feel that due process was bypassed because
neither they nor the citizens of Empire were involved in any route planning.

Two Empire Township Board and Planning members in attendance at the project EQB informational
meeting on 24 June, 2004 stated several times that they were communicated from GRE
representatives that the future route towards Farmington would be via State Highway 50. This had
been while GRE sought approval for the Empire Transmission Station only 2 years ago. Empire
Township members attending this EQB meeting were Bill Wustenberg (Empire Township Planning
Committee) and Ed Gerten (Empire Township Board).

10 www.powerlinefacts.com search “property values”
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Alternate 1 — Retired Railway route
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The route illustrated above should allow GRE to install transmission lines in a way which minimizes
the effect to resident's homes. This route passes behind 3 homes (does not place a pole or line in
front of any of these homes). Whereas the GRE proposed 2107 Street route will pass in front of
37 homes to get to the same place.

This route runs along many property lines, many are the same land owners as the proposed GRE
210™ Street route; placing the lines at the back of the properties, instead of in front of their homes.

This route minimizes the cutting of trees as there are only 3 areas where the line would come close
to trees. These areas may not even be affected as the trees may fall outside the easement needs.

~ There are two lengths along the railroad that presently have service roads available.
The route is flat land with wide open fields.

The route shown here is calculated to bring this project to a total of 9.968 miles; under GRE
desired 10 mile limit. Linear feet were used from Plat drawings to subftract the 21(_)“; Street route
from the existing roufe and add this alternate route to the existing route. (See Figure 9 for additional
property information) .

1. This proposed route meets the GRE proposed line at the west end of 210" Street where the
existing GRE proposed line enters 210" Street.

2. The line could run along a “retired railroad route in a northeasterly direction until just beyond Ahern
Boulevard. Where the railroad line heads east and runs directly into the existing GRE transmission
line proposal for Farmington, MN.
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Alternate 1 — Retired Railway route (continued)

Please Note: Though out of our Empire Township scope the following is only a suggestion ... the transmission
line through Farmington could also run along this retired railroad route (the existing railway bed is ideal for
service vehicles). The railway into Farmington is boardered primarily by existing commercial and industrial
facilities though 3 homes would be added to the count between Highway 3 and Econofoods.

Refer to Enlarged Site Arial Photo and Map showing Route and property.
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Alternate 2 - State Highway 50 route

d5:3cu|c|':ﬂ'igh‘t ® 2003 Microsoft Corp.

better solution for the project

ﬁ*‘t—.
— * 2N %
| Alternate Route 2 Red dashed line depicts the
7 transmission line route that we
Y - 190th St vy believe can be done without 190th SLE
5 Soljthern Hills placing lines in residential areas.
y oif Club This route also uses an existing
1& ‘ corridor that is more developed
W 197th SE— than the GRE proposed route.
\] z . 200th St T Oth St
f o ) 2 T Empire |'.-
<t - 1 Meets GRE o B
r amm )y Proposed Route E 2
iy i
f 10th S w 721 210th StE
1[}—~;—'f
b X n [7a] )1 5th St E
31] s HH
H— & ,..- H 3
J—'—&ﬁ]‘? S\ = - Existing
. Transmission line
f % @ Eﬁﬁﬂ?rﬁ @ running south B
T P25th Stw i k through Substation
'I bt Green dashed line depicts T e
fl 5 where the GRE existing
o ,
| Z proposed line would meet up 4 {,l_deets GRE E’I(_’.St'
! 8 with the route | believe to be a o End. . ransmission -ine _,
i g 5 i
1]

K,

i

The route illustrated above maintains the transmission line on State Highway 50, a major throughway
corridor. On the route to Highway 3, this route passes 40 home, 2 apartments, 11 business’ and 1 temple
but does not place a pole or line in front of their homes verses the 37 homes that the line would run by on -
the GRE proposed route on 210™ Street.

1. Our proposed line route would meet the GRE proposed line on Highway 3 east of 210" Street. Our
proposed line would then route south to the intersection of State Highway 50.

2. The line would then run east on State Highway 50 and directly meet the existing transmission line
at a location just east of the intersection of State Highway 50 and County Road 79 (Blaine
Avenue).

o Empire Township Board and Planning members in attendance at the project EQB informational meeting
on 24 June, 2004 stated several times that this was the “selected” future route communicated by GRE
while getting approval for the Empire Transmission Station only 2 years ago. Bill Wutenberg (Empire
Township Planning Committee) and Ed Gerten (Empire Township Board).

State Highway 50 is considered a major corridor with roughly 60 foot existing easement.
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Alternate 3 — Modified County Road 66 route
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The route illustrated above should allow GRE to install the transmission lines in a way that
should not place any pole or power line near a residential home and should eliminate the need
fo cut groups of trees down. This route passes 17 homes but does not place a pole or line in
front of their homes verses the 37 homes that the line would run by on the GRE proposed route
on 210" Street.

1. Our proposed line route would meet the GRE proposed line at the intersection of 210™
Street and Biscayne Avenue. Our proposed line would then route north just short of
County Road 66 (200" Street) and route east.

2. The line could run in a farm field at a respectful distance behind 10 residential homes
sites until it is at a respectable distance southeast of the 10 homes and then route north
to County Road 66.

3. The line could run along County Road 66 and cross from side to side 2 times to avoid
the 7 homes on this stretch. The line would continue east on County Road 66 and meet
the existing transmission line just east of County Road 79 (Blaine Avenue).

County Road 66 is considered a major corridor with roughly 60 foot existing easement.

210" Street is a township dirt road with 30 foot easements on part of its .
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Alternate 4 — 210™ Street Diversion

These are primarily agriculture properties to the immediate north of the homes on 210"
Street. These properties have been divided as much as possible and are no longer available
for division.

Alternative #4 has the advantage of being less than 10 miles.

It is less intrusive to residences and properties.

Where it departs north from 210", there is very minimal impact to trees.

It affects 3 farm properties, but bypasses 23 residential properties.
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Alternative # 5 — Met Council Intercepter

This new alternative was discovered July 6" at 9pm when the Met Council was presenting its
proposal to the Empire Township Planning Commission.

The Met Council is currently presenting a sewer connection (called Interceptor East) from
Elko-New Market to the new Empire Sewage treatment plant. Five routing options are being
proposed, with 4 of the 5 following 225™ Street east out of Farmington and turn north onto a
Biscayne corridor extension. The one option that doesn’t follow this route is heavily opposed
by the city of Farmington and is more costly. Our alternative #5 (see Appendix A and B for
route maps) would utilize the same corridor as this pipeline from Denmark to the Biscayne
extension. The extensive excavation required to accommodate the pipeline depth can
exceed 50 feet, which could exceed 100 feet in width.

This alternative derives from our proposal #2 which follows State Highway 50 to Farmington.
This derivative would follow Highway 50 to the Biscayne extension, as proposed by the Met
Council. It also blends with the Rother Farm Proposal of 20649 Chippendale Ave West, also
submitted against the GRE proposal.

Benefits to this route include, but are not limited to the following:

o |t follows the existing north/south GRE 115 kV line between the Empire substation and
State Highway 50.

e Large easements already exist along State Highway 50, which is a major artery and
transportation corridor.

e Impact to trees is minimal, especially since the sewer line is going to require such a large
clearance.

¢ GRE can piggy-back on the easement and right-of-way procurement expenses, and EIS
studies with the Met Council.

¢ Additional benefits are probably to be realized, but could not be investigated due to the
late discovery of this proposal and new corridor.

This alternative route deserves strong consideration and investigation from EQB and GRE.
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City of Farmington
325 Oak Stréet, Farmington, MN 55024
(651) 463-7111 Fax (651) 463-2591

www.ci.farmington.mn.us

July 7, 2004

Mr. David Birkholz

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
300 Centennial Building

658 Cedar Street

St. Paul MN 55155

RE: Farmington/Empire Township Transmission Line & Substation
EQB Docket No. 04-81-TR-Air Lake-Empire

Dear Mr. Birkholz:

This letter will provide you with the City of Farmington’s comments on the proposal that the EQB has
received from Great River Energy (GRE), Dakota Electric Association (DEA) and Xc\el Energy (Xcel) to
construct and operate a 115 kilovolt (kV) transmission line and substation in the City -ef Farmington.
These comments were reviewed and approved by the Farmington City Council at its meeting on July 6,
2004.

1. Portion of proposed route east of State Highway 3. The route permit application that was submitted
by GRE, DEA and Xcel [hereinafter “the utility companies™] proposes a transmission line route that
includes a segment from the State Highway 3 (on the west) to the intersection of Cambodia Avenue and
210" Street (on the east). This segment does not follow any existing, planned or anticipated roadway
alignment(s). The proposed route cuts through two adjacent parcels (owned by Mr. Neil Perkins) that are
currently being used for commercial purposes and that have significant redevelopment potential. The
proposed route also passes between two other commercial properties (the American Legion property and
the Marschall Bus Line property) in a location where the distance between the transmission line and the
buildings appears to be less than the width of the easement that is typically desired by the utility
companies. Finally, the proposed route runs along the southern boundary of two parcels (located directly
east of the American Legion building) that are currently being considered for residential development.
The presence of a transmission line (and its related easement) in that vicinity would reduce the
developable area and potentially complicate efforts to design roadway connections.

The City of Farmington therefore proposes that the segment of the proposed route between State
Highway 3 and Cambodia Avenue be re-oriented to generally follow the former railroad right-of-way
along the southern boundary of the Marschall Bus Line property. This route would be along or within the
right-of-way of a potential future roadway connection between Cambodia Avenue and the intersection of
State Highway 3 and Willow Street (which currently terminates on the west side of State Highway 3). As
this roadway proceeded northeast from that intersection, it would (at a point roughly halfway between
State Highway 3 and Cambodia Avenue) have to move out of the former railroad right-of-way and turn
straight east in order to intersect with the corner of Cambodia Avenue and 210® Street.

The City of Farmington believes that this alternate route would provide easier access to the line for repair
and maintenance, minimize impacts on existing businesses and structures, and reduce potentially negative
effects upon future development and/or redevelopment projects in the vicinity.



2.  Portion_of proposed route along State Highway 3. With regard to the portion of the proposed
transmission line that would be placed along the east side of State Highway 3 as it proceeded north
toward County Road 66, the City of Farmington asks that the EQB require the utility companies to:

a. Minimize impacts on existing trees to the greatest extent possible. There are a significant number of
tall trees along this portion of the route that provide shade for the homes and businesses on the east side,
and that beautify the Highway 3 corridor.

b. Initiate contact with the owners of the other utilities (telephone, cable, etc.) that currently maintain
poles and lines along the east side of State Highway 3, in order to co-locate all such utilities on a single
set of poles along the east side of the road, thereby reducing visual clutter and improving the appearance
of the Highway 3 corridor.

3. Portion_of proposed route west of State Highway 3. With regard to the portion of the proposed
transmission line that would be located between State Highway 3 (on the east) and Akin Road (on the
west), the City of Farmington asks that the utility companies be directed or required to consult closely
with the City regarding the potential future alignment of the planned extension of 208™ Street from the
vicinity of the Farmington Middle School East to State Highway 3, and regarding the potential future
alignment of any east/west collector roads that may be planned near or within the proposed transmission
line corridor in this vicinity, so that any such transmission lines can be placed (wherever possible) in
locations that:

a. are likely to be within or adjacent to the rights-of-way for future roads;

b. do not conflict with future roadway alignments or intersections; and .

c. do not render anticipated residential development more complicated, more expensive or less
visually attractive.

If you have any question, please call me at 651-463-1860. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Kevin Carroll
Community Development Director

cc: City Administrator David Urbia
Farmington City Council
Great River Energy
Dakota Electric Association
Xcel Energy



Jerry Rother
3518 West 100" Street
Bloomington, MN 55431

July 8, 2004

Via FedEx priority overnight delivery

Mr. David E. Birkholz

MN Environmental Quality Board
Energy Facility Permitting

300 Centennial Building

658 Cedar Street

St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: Air Lake — Empire 115 kv Transmission Line
Dear Mr. Birkholz,

On behalf of the joint owners of property known as Rother Farm located at 20649 Chippendale
Avenue West in Empire Township we are filing the enclosed documents with the MN EQB.
Enclosed is a summary page of our position, recommendations and alternative routes with
accompanying maps.

We oppose the GRE proposed route for the power transmission line through our property. The
proposed route runs through open farm fields, doesn’t follow established boundaries or property
lines and doesn’t utilize pre-existing routes or corridor. There are not existing utilities or
corridor on the property at the location of the proposed route. There has not been a
demonstration of the extreme strong reasons not to choose pre-existing route nor the need to
place the power line on a non-existing corridor. Placement of the line along a potential future
road (208" Street extension) doesn’t justify the proposed route. The is only in discussion stage
by the City of Farmington on the desire for the 208" Street extension however there isn’t any
plans nor funds to build the road. Since our property is located in Empire Township the City
can’t proceed therefore the future of the road is very questionable.

GRE did not consult us prior to making their proposed route regarding plans that were underway
for the property. We have spent time and money preparing to convert the property into
residential home sites. The proposed route through our property would have a social,
economical and environment impact on more people then anywhere else on the entire route.

We request the EQB to strongly consider our suggested alternative routes. I would be glad to
meet with you to discuss the human and environmental issues of the GRE proposal. Feel free to
contact me anytime, my telephone numbers are listed below.

Respectfully yours,

oy Gt

Jerry Rother
Home 952-835-9204, Cell 952-994-0453, Office 952-893-2255, Fax 952-893-2386



Input to MN EQB on GRE Proposed Power Line Route
Air Lake — Empire 115 kv Transmission Line
July 8, 2004

Property Location: Rother Farm located at 20649 Chippendale Ave. West in Empire Township

Property and Proposed Power Line Route
The proposed route through the property is 265 feet South of the property line the entire
East-West length of the property — refer to attached map A.
The property has been designated as future residential development by the City of
Farmington and Empire Township.
Development site plan have been prepared by an engineering design firm. The plan has
been submitted to the City Staff.
The plan is to build 125 single family houses and 196 townhouse units on the property.
MUSA rights are expected to be granted in 2004.

Opposition to Proposed Route
We are opposed to the proposed route through the property.
The route doesn’t follow established boundaries or property lines or pre-existing route.
The route is a non-existing corridor. The strong need to create a new corridor has not been
demonstrated.
The route could have an environmental impact on future residences in 10 to 17 single
family homes plus 34 to 41 townhouses depending upon the exact location of the line.
The route would necessitate reconfiguration of development plan, loss of housing lots and
reduced value due to perceived health risk of overhead power line. We expect to be fully
compensated by the Energy Company for these costs and losses.

Reroute Alternatives — refer to attached map B
There are several alternative routes available that would be less interruptive to the public.

Alternative 1. Run the line South along Akin Road to Highway 50, go East just South of
the school ball fields and through the park parking lot to connect with the existing corridor,
continue East to the retired East bound RR bed. Follow the retired RR bed East to the
selected route to the Empire substation.

Alternative 2: Continue the line straight East from Akin Road to the North-South railroad
track. Follow the RR tracks South to the retired East bound RR bed. Follow the retired RR
bed East to the selected route to the Empire substation.

Advantages to Alternative Routes:
Shorter line distance
More economical for Energy Company
Cross the Vermillion river at existing railroad bridge
Utilize pre-existing corridors
Locale on non-developable land & along Industrial sites
Reduce the number of trees to be removed, may not require any trees to be removed
Less negative environmental and social impact

Reroute Coordination
Our proposed reroute alternatives are coordinated with proposals from the Save the 210™
Street Residents Group, the City of Farmington and Bernard Murphy.



Request
We request the EQB to act promptly to disapprove the route application as submitted by
the energy companies and require them to due further engineering studies to determine a
better alternative route that will have less impact on the public, property owners and
environment.

Joint Property Owners
Jerry Rother tel. 952-835-9204 or 952-994-0453
Kay Cabhill tel. 651-463-7444
Larry Rother  tel. 651-460-6500



Rother Farm m AP “
20649 Chippendale Ave West

Farmington, MN 55024

Energy Company Proposed Power Line Route

Aerial Photo

Yellow outine the re
- - - - Represents the proposed power line route
Red lines designates Farmington City Boundary
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GRE Power Line Proposal

Detail View of Alternative Route #1

- - - - Represents alternative power line route
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Farmington Independent School District 192

Excellence, Integrity, Innovation

DOUGLAS BONAR . BUILDINGS & GROUNDS OFFICE PHIONE: (651) 463-5062
DIRECTOR 510 WALNUT STREET FAX:  (651) 463-5061
FARMINGTON, MN 55024-1389

David Birkholz

MEQB Energy Facility Permitting
658 Cedar St. 300 Centennial Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Sir,

With respect to the proposed new 115 Kilovolt transmission line which may pass near the existing
Farmington Middle School — East, I hold no reasonable objection to the alignment, minus these
provisions: '

1) The transmission line should be located within a determined “Right -of ~-Way” which would be
established for an extended 208" Street.

2) Any request for an emergency or repair easement be provided prior to any construction
activities occur. '

1 appreciate your efforts and those of the Xcel / Great River Energy to provide materials and
discussion that, with public input, should create the best possible route for this necessary
infrastructure improvement.

DiXgctor of Buildings & Grounds

CC:  Dr. Bradley Meeks - Superintendent
Rosalyn Pautzke —- Director of Admin & Operations
Lowell Miller - Principal of FMSE
File
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The document(s) accompanying this fax transmission contain confidential information which is
legally privileged belonging to the sender. The information is intended only for the use of the
recipient. You are hereby notified that any copying, disclosure, distribution, or taking of any action
in reliance on the contents of this faxed information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

fax In error, please notify us by telephone at (651) 437-9648 to arrange for return of the original
documents to us. Thank you.

425 31st Strest East » Hastings, Minnesota 55033-3691 « Phone (651) 437-0648
Fax (851) 437-1302 « E-malil: www.minnesotacoachas.com



Patrick O. & Mary K. Regan
1321 Southview Drive
Hastings, MN 55033

Mr. George Johnson

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
300 Centennial Building

658 Cedar Street

Saint Paul, MN 55155

VIA FACSIMILE

Re: EQB Docket No. 04-81-TR-Airlake-Empire
July 9, 2004 '
Dear Mr. Johnson:

We are opposed to the routing of this power line through our property at 21044
Chippendale Court in Farmington for the following reasons:

1. There already exists adequate right of way for this line along County Road 66
' of Highway 3.

east

2. Our praoperty already has inadequate setbacks along the north line between our

buildings and the American Legion which make the construction of such a
proposed facility as this power line very disruptive.

3. The right of way proposed severely impacts and detracts from the current value

and potential uses of our properties.

We intend to continue to oppose this proposal by whatever means are available to us.
Thank you for your consideration in'this matter.

Sincerely yours, //

Patrick O. Regan /“*

TOTAL P.B2



David Birkholz

From: Neil Perkins [nperkins@perkinsonline.com]

Sent: Friday, July 09, 2004 4:24 PM

To: David Birkholz

Cc: Patrick O. Regan; Linda Perkins

Subject: Air Lake - Empire 115 kV Transmission Line -(Proposed)

Dear Mr. Birklholz:

As per your instructions at the June 24th Public Meeting in Farmington,
I am responding as a property owner which would be directly and adversely
affected by the construction of the above referenced transmission line.

I understand there is a public need and necessity for the expansion of our
energy infrastructure. There are circumstances that land ownership requires
yvielding to the community and to the better good of everyone when other
options are not available. This is not one of those times. There are
options.

I hereby protest the route as proposed,'and will litigate if necessary, for
the following reasons:

Existing Right of Way availability-In the public meeting I was told that
state guidelines requires use of existing ROW when possible. There are
several existing ROW's that are available for this proposed line. I don't
need to support this with documentation because the power company and the
board already have this information.

Affected Homes Survey - In the meeting I was told the proposed ROW was
selected, in part, by the number of home owners that are affected. TIt's my
understanding the power company has these reports but they have not been
made available to me.

I assume my property was counted as one "home owner'. I reject this method
of assessing the impact. My property is bounded on the south by single
family homes and multi-family high density dwellings, north of our property
is the City of Farmington Prairie Waterway and ponds.

Beyond the city property to the north is again single family homes and
multi-family high density dwellings. 1It's my understanding that the
property east of me has been sold for housing development.

My point is this: The obvious future use of my property is subdividing and
selling as lots for single family homes and multi-family high density
dwellings. I want my "home owner" count in the power company's surveys to
include one affected home owner for each lot that would be available for
development along the ROW line.

My property has fallen victim to the above survey process. Others feel "the
old railrocad right of way" (which is my north property line) is where the
transmission line should go because it doesn't affect as many "home owners".
I take exception to their assessment. In their haste to offer my property as
an alternate to using the existing ROW in front of their own property, their
short term thinking has not taken into account the number of homes that will
be going up along the proposed ROW.

If future homes on my property are included in the power company survey;
this routing would have a higher number of home owners.

Impact on Property Value-Based upon the future use of my property, as
outlined above, the values of the home lots would be greatly diminished by
construction of the transmission line.



The lots along my north property line have the greatest real estate value.
Depending upon density, there are potentially 15-20 residential lots that
would be considered "lake front property". The pond area created by the
city when the Prairie Waterway was built has turned into a terrific resource
and would be very attractive to future home owners.

I will address environmental concerns later, but from the standpoint of home
ownership the lots along the city's ponds would have access to a body of
water that is clean and full of game fish including bass, trout, sunfish and
other sport fishing species. The water is deep and is an excellent area for
canoeing and other water sports. I point these items out for one reason
only. Value of my property.

A power line running along my north property line would require 35' of ROW
on my northern lots. Property values drop. Power lines between those lots
and the water resource will distract from the natural beauty that currently
exists. Property values drop.

Offers of $150,000 per acre have been made on my property by developers. If
the ROW is established as proposed, I will be using that amount as a
"benchmark" in litigating for damages on all of my property.

Environmental Impact - The pond area on my north property line is a stopping
place for migrating geese in the Spring and Fall. At times there are in
excess of 2,000 Canadian Honkers going in and out of the ponds. Many times a
day the entire flock has moved between my property and the ponds at 25-50
feet high. This happens 24/7 during the season. I'm not an environmentalist
and I don't know what impact the transmission line would have on the geese
going in and out of the ponds, but I'm sure my concerns would be shared by
professionals in that area.

In summary, the power company has taken a circuitous route to get to my
property in anticipation that they only have to deal with one property
owner. I stand against this methodology and proposed route.

Sincerely,

Neil Perkins
Residential address:

21085 Cambodia Avenue
Farmington, MN 55024
651-460-6161 '

Business address:

Perkins Specialized Transportation Contracting
21035 Cambodia Avenue

" Farmington, MN 55024

E-mail: nperkins@perkinsonline.com

Web site: www.perkinsonline.com

Tel 877-PERKINS (Toll free)
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David Birkholz

From: Minnshirley [Minnshirley@charter.net]
Sent: Friday, July 09, 2004 2:33 PM

To: David.Birkholz@state.mn.us
Subject: power line proposal

The American Legion Post #189 of Farmington, Minnesota is opposed to the proposed power line route
that is planned to go on the South border of our property. The route of the power line will have a
detremental effect on our business location. The trees that are on the South border of our property serve
as a buffer between the Legion Club and the residental area that is located just to the South These trees
would have to go if the power line is installed. _
The perception of "I don't want to build a home by a powerline" will reduce the value of our vacant land
property which is considered prime residental development land because of the sewer and water that is
stubbed into the property. We feel that the alternative route to the South on the railroad property is a
preferable route.

Roger H.Shirley
Gambling Manager

7/9/2004
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Comments due by July 8, 2004

N

Using the above outline as a guide, please share your ideas on issues for the
Environmental Assessment. The EA will be a part of the EQB review of the Air
Lake-Empire 115 kV transmission and Vermillion substation permit application.

{Use back of page for additional commments.)
When there were meetings about building the substation, part of

"selling" the idea to the residents close to it was that there would
be no large power poles coming down 210th in front of our homes. In
response to a direct question, the answer was "No", that they would
be going the other direction--towards Hastings.

On another point, with the line going down the proposed route
with the corridore, virtually all the trees in our fromt yard (approx
30 trees would have to be taken out. These are trees that were planted
over 10 yedrs ago. It would remove all the vegetation from our front
vard. We also never received the promised trees to block the view
on our east side facing the substationm.

All the companies involved have not, with the substation project
so far, dealt with the residents in a truthful manner. With our homes
at stake and the value of our property at risk, we are concerned.

Marla Vagts

2785 210th Street
Farmington, MN 55024
(651) 463-2139

Complete and turn in tonight or mail to:

David Birkholz or George Johnson
MEQB Energy Facility Permitting
658 Cedar Street, 300 Centennial Building
" Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155
david.birkholz@state.mn.us or george.johnson@state.mn.us




July 7, 2004

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
¢/o M. David Birkholz

658 Cedar St., Room 300

St. Paul, MN 55155

Respected Environmental Quality Board,

Great River Energy has submitted a permit application for an Air Lake-
Empire transmission line. In Figures 8-5 and 8-6 of this application, GRE
included graphs showing the projected magnetic field strength generated by
these transmission lines. The estimated data given was only for 2006
loading, which would be its first year of operation.

Proper evaluation of the magnetic fields’ impact on humans requires
future estimations and projections. The Dakota County Office of Planning
has projected that Farmington and Lakeville will have a population of
101,700 people and 38,500 households in the year 2020. 1 request that
forward looking magnetic field strengths data be made available and
included in the Environmental Assessment which the EQB will consider.

Thank you for your consideration,

o, M. Baby,
David Baker

1623 - 210" St. E
Farmington, MN 55024



July 8, 2004

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
c/o Mr. David Birkholz »

658 Cedar St., Room 300

St. Paul, MN 55155

Respected Environmental Quality Board,

The Great River Energy application for an Air Lake-Empire transmission line is
moving rapidly, as they are using the Alternative Permitting process. I feel that there are
more unanswered questions. I understand that the window for requesting a Citizen
Advisory Task Force be appointed to more thoroughly look at issues affecting the
citizens, environment, and future needs has passed. Some issues not covered are:

® What js the basjs for weighting factors on the power line routes of City and
Township and schools? ' '
Look at other utilities and their right-of-ways. s sharing possible?
Dovetail with future east-west roadway expansion.
Does the PUC have a cheaper, fast-track process for the certification of need
process.

® Are the future power needs being addressed? Is this the best power line to tap for
Lakeville’s needs? Is it wiser to expand another north-south line? What is the
plan to feed the growth in Elko-New Market-Lonsdale?

¢ Review of GRE’s cost trade offs on the different routes.

¢ More extensive study on the effects of EMF (Electric Magnetic Forces) on
humans and animals. There are grand champion and national champion dog
breeders on the proposed route, one very close.

» Property value impacts.

e Willingness (or resistance) of GRE to cross sides of the road several times?

There are very likely other issues, and so we are requesting your help in finding the
other issues that may affect us, and pointing us to the people that can answer these
questions. Thank you for time and attention.

Sincerely,

4@’%’4(, %L }galq/
Dawvid Baker

1623 - 210" St. E
Farmington, MN 55024



July 8, 2004

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
David Berkholz

In order to truly assess various routes for the Empire transmission line we feel more study needs
to be done. The less than 10 mile alternative permitting process severely restricts most
altemative routes. e ask th B to temporarily suspend this alternative permittin

process to properly jssess other routes greater than 10 milggi We feel that in Great River
Energy’s efforts to keep this route under 10 miles the pros of 210™ Street have been maximized
and the cons have been minimized. Conversely, we feel GRE has maximized the cons and

minimized the pros of alternative routes. We petition for an Advisory Task Force for a more
thorough study of the routes involved under and over 10 miles. Then the proper permitting

process could be implemented.

We feel that we are at a definite disadvantage in the process of finding a suitable site for the 115
kV line out of the Empire sub station. We are still trying to figure out the rules of the game,
while Great River Energy, Dakota Electric and Xcel are experienced players, so to speak. We
have had just a couple weeks since the last information meeting and have spent our days,
evenings and holidays (4™ of July weekend), along with many other people, working on options.
We are self employed so the time spent effects us financially.

It seems to us that a more suitable corridor can be found that will have less negative impact but it
may be over the 10 mile limit for this application. We want the best route. We don’t just want
this on someone else’s land. We all have a lot at stake - our health, our assets, and our way of
life. For us a lot of hard work and sacrifice have went into being able to live in the country. It
took us 17 years to be able to make country living a reality. We have now been here 11 years
and have found it to be a wonderful place to raise our 6 children. We mn a small howe
remodeling company off of our property. Many others on our road also have small businesses.
We love living here and do not want to move until death, or our children put us in nursing
homes! :

Most of the houses that are affected in our neighborhood of hobby farms have been here since
the 1970’s although several are much older - three probably about 1900 and two from the 1950’s.
We also bave several new homes built in the last few years. Many lots have sold - with at least 3
with road frontage. Most of the homes are located in the area about 1.5 miles east of Ahern.
West of Ahern for also about 1.5 miles lies farm land with several homes.

Some of our neighbors were facing the building of the substation soon after moving into their
new homes (across the street from the substation) without knowing about it when they built,. even
though they checked out the area with the township. Faith was told by Dale Aukee that it {ms
been in the planning stages since 1998, unknown to all of us. According to those at tl}e meeting
when the substation was brought to the township several years ago, the transmission line was to
have gone down US 50 which is a major corridor. They were promised that it would never go
west on 210" We have personally talked to 3 people in attendance and also heard 2 more at the



. . 1 ‘ substation east of Hwy 3 between Farmi |
Northﬁcld. We feel that the 115k lineg noy being talked about will eventually be llrxlggtg(:ngga:g
and that gur narrow gravel road will definitely not subgtantiate them,

We personally feel that the transmission lines need to be;

®* ona major cortidor with large casements, or on an unpopulated smaller road with not
much in the way to be effected by it - 210" would have met this 30 years ago
on property lines, if possible, on large acreages
through industrial and commercial property
e on public land such as:
- parks
- schools
- ball fields
- bike paths, etc.
¢ running with other easements such as major sewer lines, railroads, etc.
Not in neighborhoods.

We ar¢ wondering if anyone has checked with Dakota County regarding their park planning. In
researching the area we have spoken with many people. We found out that they are in the
planning stages of a county park north of the Vermillion River. We would like to see a bike path
on the transmission line conwecting the future park and the Farmington bike path. It may be
possible to also include Dakota City (historic town) at the county fair grounds which would be
especially relevant if it were to follow the abandoned/retired Dakota & Hastings Railroad line
which is alternate #1. It could even connect with alternate #5 going south of the fair grounds. It
would be a benefit to the farmers whose land it might be on because future home sites could be
planned around the path and therefore the land would have greater value. In some areas where
the drainage ditch and RR line run closely there could be rest stops with picnic tables. Please also
look at variations and combinations of the five routes we have submitted.

Thanks for listening to some of our concerns and ideas. We feel that working together can help

come up with a plan that will benefit everyone. We are mailing you sorme of the plat and aerial
maps that we have collected. Please call us with any questions you might have (651-463-2163).

Bryan Voight - cell 651-248-8182

GH

Faith Voight - cell 651-248-7800

| S Vo)zfa/.
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Assessment

» MHuman and environmental impacts of
the proposed project

¢ Alternative routes

o Mitigating measures for all routes

« Comments due by July 9, 2004

Using the above outline as a guide, please share your ideas on issues for the
Environmental Assessment. The EA will be a part of the EQB review of the Air
Lake-Empire 115 kV transmission and Vermillion substation permit application.

, (Use back of page for additional coments.) 4
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Complete and tura in tonight or mail to:

David Birkholz or George Johnson
MEQB Energy Facility Permitting
658 Cedar Street, 300 Centennial Building
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 -
david.birkholz(@state.mn.us or george johnson(@state.mn.us
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coping the Environmental
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« Human and environmental impacts of
the proposed project

« Alternative routes ,
¢ Mitigating measures for all routes

» Comments due by July 9, 2004

.

Using the above outline as a guide, please share your ideas on issues for the _
Environmental Assessment. The EA will be a part of the EQB review of .thc Air
Lake-Empire 115 kV transmission and Vermillion substation permit application.
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Complete and turn in tonight or mail to:

David Birkholz or George Johnson
MEQP Energy Facility Permitting
658 Cedar Street, 300 Centennial Building
Sawnt Paul, Minnesota 55155 _
david.birkholz@state.mn,'us_OQgeorgc.johnson@state.mn.us
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o/ s Human and environmental impacts of
the proposed project

e Alternative routes
o Mitigating measures for all routes

» Comments due by July-9, 2004
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Using the above outline as a guide, please share your ideas on issues for the
Environmental Assessment. The EA will be a part of the EQB review of the Air
Lake-Empire 115 kV transmission and Vermillion substation permit application.

{Use back of page for additional comments.)
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Complete and turn in tonight o

David Birkholz or George Johnson AL
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KScoping the Environmental \
Assessment

» Human and environmental impacts of
the proposed project

s Alternative routes

= Mitigating measures for all routes

« Comments due by July 9, 2004

N\

Using the above outline as a guide, please share your ideas on issues for the
Environmental Assessment. The EA will be a part of the EQB review of the Air
Lake-Empire 115 kV transmission and Vermillion substation permit application.

(Use back of page for additional comments.)

Complete and turn in tonight or mail to:

David Birkholz or George Johnson
MEQB Energy Facility Permitting
658 Cedar Street, 300 Centennial Building
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155
david.birkholz@state.mn.us or george johnson@state.mn.us
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My concerns are for the health issues involved with high voltage lines, as this has already
impacted my family. The home in which I grew up in is located in South St Paul, in the
back yard of this home are high voltage power lines. We lost both of parents to cancer.
My father was diagnosed with brain cancer and passed away within 6 months of the
diagnosis. My mother was diagnosed with breast cancer 9 years before my father passed
away; she under went surgery and radiation treatment and was cancer free for 10 years.
One year after losing my father, my mother passed away from cancer that had spread to
the liver and the lung. Also 5 other people in a one-block radius of their home have had
or passed away from cancer. I truly believe this is related to the power lines and am very
frightened by the possibility of the proposed power lines being run in front of our home
and the homes of our neighbors. I feel there are safer routes that could be used that
would not impact the health of property owners that live so close to the road. The
easements on County Road 50 and 66 are 60 feet wide verses 30 feet wide on 210" Street
and the homes are placed back from the road further then the proposed 210™ Street. At
the meeting with the Great River Energy personal, it was said several times that some of
the routes the citizens mentioned could not be used due to the environmental impact, I
find it very sad that the DNR are able to protect the wildlife and fish in the area but Great
River Energy is not concerned about the human lives this proposal will impact, Please
conceder an alternate route that wound not put human lives at stake.

Gisele O’Leary

1590 210™ Street East
Farmington, MN 55024
651-463-3515
Coelio@Frontiernet.net
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