P.O. Box 128
Windom, Minnesota 56101
July 30, 2004

CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
Department of Administration

300 Centennial Office Building

658 Cedar Street

St. Paul, MN 55155

Attention: Mr. John Wachtler
Dear Members of the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board:
Re: Xcel Split Rock To Lakefield Junction 345/115 power lines EIS Scoping

Thank you for this opportunity to express my opposition to the proposed I-90 route of the Xcel Split Rock
345k power line project. I am a property owner in Section 13 of Olney Township in Nobles County. My
objection to this route stems from the property devaluation that will occur as a result of visual blight from
towers and power lines throughout my property as well as public concerns for potential health effects from
electromagnetic radiation. The Alliant alternative, on the other hand, would actually offer some benefits to
property owners and the citizens of Minnesota.

Because the Alliant Right of Way already includes seventy-one percent of the utility right-of-way, this
route would not deface new countryside traveled by many and would not devalue property of the numerous
owners along [-90 who do not already have utility easements. Furthermore, existing property owners with
Alliant towers would benefit from an increase in agricultural land when the smaller footprint towers replace
the existing double poles.

Although power provides a service to our community, the towers and lines themselves deface our lovely
couniryside. A combination Alliant-Xcel route would increase service without visually defacing new
countryside. Have you seen these towers? Citizens of Minnesota place a value on scenic highways and
views. [ hope the Environmental Quality Board can assist in preserving and protecting our unique heritage.
I also hope that you will consider the protection of our property values in your deliberations.

Please include the following in your EIS analysis of this project:

+ Study of health effects of 345kV power transmission lines within close proximity to residences.

* Study of property devaluation due to placement of power transmission lines of 345k voltage.

« Study of property devaiuation due to lines and towers placed in direct view of affected property.

* Analysis of the average individual and cumulative costs to property owners from devaluation of their
property along the I-90 corridor.

Thank you for your consideration of my concerns.

Sincerely,



July 21, 2004

CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
Attn: Mr. John Wachtler

Department of Administration

300 Centennial Office Building

658 Cedar Street

St. Paul, MN 55155

XCEL ENERGY- SPLIT ROCK TO LAKEFIELD JUNCTION
345 kV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

FORMAL REQUEST

JANET G. McCLOUD-LANDOWNER

SECTION 13-103-42, OLNEY TOWNSHIP

NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA

Dear Minnesota Environmental Quality Board:

I, Janet McCloud, am making this my formal request to the Minnesota Environmental
Quality Board (EQB) in its evaluation of the Xcel Energy Split rock to Lakefield Junction
345 kV Transmission Line Project. I request that my comments be included as part of the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). I have several concerns about the project and its
impact on my property, as well as my family member's and other neighboring
landowner's properties.

I currently own property in Section 13 of Olney Township in Nobles County. I am
EXTREMELY upset about the transmission lines proposed to go on my property AND

T am preparing to protest this route. I have deep concerns about the effect that a
transmission line will have on the value and enjoyment of my property. I have concerns
about the visual effect that these huge towers will have on my property. I am concerned
that they will limit my ability to have a potential residence placed on the property. Iam
also concerned about the Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMF) and the effects they will
have. Furthermore, I believe the existing route (through Alliant Energy’s existing line) is
adequate. We do not need a new line along Interstate 90 and it is not acceptable to me.

I am looking forward to learning about and participating in the democratic process in my
home state of Minnesota. Although I have not lived in Minnesota for many years, [ have
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a great regard for the State and the community. I am a graduate of the University of
Minnesota, holder of several degrees, a proud Ph.D. Candidate in American Studies
where one of my mentors was Mulford Q. Sibley. As an income tax and property tax
payer in Nobles County and Minnesota for over 40 years, I believe I have contributed to
the community and the lives of those residents in a constructive and meaningful way.

I am still deeply connected to this land. This property has been in my family well over
one hundred years. My grandparents protested the road when it first came through the
property. My grandmother protested Interstate 90 when it came. Every one of them lost.
Generation after generation we are forced to accept this erosion of our land as bit by bit
~ofit goes. Someone is making a killing off this power line and I'm supposed to roll over
and give up?

The real tragedy is profit over quality of life. American values are being destroyed. We
can no longer afford to be wasteful of our land and resources! We are using outdated
technology because it is cheaper and more profitable for business. This projectis a
perfect example of new technology (wind energy) which is ecologically inconsistent with
the environmental values advocated as it uses outdated destructive, harmful and ugly
methods of transmission.

Of all my concerns the most grievous to me is the emotional one. I will never be able to
live on this land. Neither a healing center, a day care center, school, or place of worship -
only an electromagnetic field of hideous giant ugly power lines and poles for miles along
Interstate-90. This is my perception. These are my fears.

I consider this transmission line an assault. I have no rights. I can speak, but I am
supposed to think of one of the 3 or 4 reasons that have previously prevailed in court and
these reason must fit into a small box of hopeless opportunity the Court and State system
provides in their magnificent benevolence.

"To tell you the truth, it's shaken my faith in democratic institutions. Xcel has
manipulated the system so you can't appeal something that is fundamentally wrong. "
Roger Conant, Power Line Task Force activist, Star Tribune, 4/13/04

Personally, I find these allegations disturbing. State residents and veterans of similar
battles with Xcel talk of corruption in the legal process - documentation presented by the
energy corporation is not valid. Therefore government decisions are biased to serve
whatever lies are perpetrated as "expected corporate behavior." So do we have the typical
sociopath behavior where rules apply to everyone but the bully?
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"Simply the way corporations do business to get what they want, don't take it personally.
The decision was made years ago anyway,” - is what I'm told by one state resident.

There are many people today who are hypersensitive to electricity. People, who are
unable to be in an automobile, use a computer or sleep with a clock radio near their bed.
Unable to live in urban areas, they are fleeing to less developed areas. The accumulation
of electrical fields, radiation from wireless technologies such as cell phones and
broadcast antennas, and environmental toxins are too much. We have created so many
convenient and beneficial things but we are paying a price. People are getting sick. One
power line in southwestern Minnesota isn't going to kill me where I live now, since I
reside in another state, but we keep layering on these environmental assaults. What about
others here - the most vulnerable - the elderly, children and pregnant women. What
about our children's children?

There are many websites and much published information and data devoted to the health
issues related to EMF. These are listed in the directory of www.microwavenews.com.
Electromagnetic Fields: A Consumer's Guide to the Issues and How to Protect Qurselves
by B. Blake Levitt is a comprehensive on EMF but I am sure the EQB is familiar with
recent studies and I will include this information at future hearings.

When I worked on EMR issues for the community I live in now, I had calls from all over
the country from people who struggle on a daily basis with electro-sensitivity. One
couple had moved to Snowflake, Arizona only to be sited for a cellular antenna and was
at a loss as how to prevent it on their land in the desert! Citizens across America are
being bombarded by decisions that benefit telecommunications and utility interests.
These networks or railroads of energy and technology are deemed necessary but we are
the ones paying the price and the bill. There is no reason these companies can't work
together and use existing routes. Every company does not have to have to have it's own
route. We do not need to place profit over quality of life.

It is apparent that an existing utility network is already in place and could be updated if
the lines go along the existing route. Must we reinvent the wheel?! Those easements
with Alliant Energy are in place. In most of these areas, it would be considered a benefit
to have the new line go through so they can enhance the serviceability of the existing line
while eliminating some of the existing poles that are cumbersome to landowners and
farm operators. It has been indicated that these poles would even have room for
additional lines in the future. Wouldn’t it make the most sense to centralize these lines to
maximize effectiveness, while minimizing future maintenance and environmental impact
on the landscape?
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In the initial EQB open house meetings, it was indicated that the route along Interstate 90
would allow Xcel Energy to save approximately $8 million. Where does this $8 million
dollar figure come from? Where is the data to support this additional cost? It seems
more likely that the cost would be less. For instance, if Xcel is willing to pay landowners
a percentage of “fair market value”, wouldn’t market values be less immediately along
the existing route than through a new route? This would create savings, not additional
cost.

I would like to know more about the whole permitting procedure. There must be a book
or document on this for the hearings and for submitting testimony. It must be official like
a manual, rules and regulations. What about Intervener Status? What is the deadline and
procedure regarding that? :

As I understand it, the EQB is in the stages of gathering information for task force
scoping. I need more information about submitting testimony to that. Is that different
than the testimony to be presented at the judge's hearing? Are they two different
deadlines? Who is it addressed to? What's the Mandatory Hearing? When, where?

What about the EQB Board? How can I get information on the members and authorities
of the Board, such as conflicts of interest in security holdings? Why have only about half
of all the board members included this information on the pertinent website? At least
one of the Board members has security holdings in Xcel. Is that considered a conflict of
interest? Will she be voting? What about the others?

Is there a file that shows submitted testimony that the public citizens can access? Are all
of those documents on the website? ~What information is available about the
Administrative Law Judge and the details of the mandatory hearing on the project?

Does the EIS show if there are any homes near this proposed transmission line and where
they are located?

What about the list of names and contacts for all the people in my area who were notified
and/or have property in the path of the proposed line? Can I access that information?

I am so frustrated with all of the permitting notices and forms that have to be accessed on
the computer. I have not been able to access any of the files on the EQB website very
effectively. Can the EQB mail me all the information that has been posted about this
project on the Internet by PRIORITY MAIL or else it won't get here until this whole
thing is dead and buried? I believe you sent all the current maps, correct? I need a copy
of the application for route permits under Preliminary Docs as well. I need preliminary
info on the substation for Nobles. I would also like the order for the Certificate of Need
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from the Public Utility Commission. How can I find out more about the Public Utilities
Commission and how it relates to this permitting process?

Thank you for the opportunity to clarify my concerns! Please contact my property
manager at 507-831-2808 or mail information to me at P.O. Box 128, Windom, MN
56101 to respond to my concerns or if you have any questions regarding my position with
respect to my land and the Xcel project.

Sincerely,

g (= 72004 |
(4 t0s)
Janet G. McCloud
Landowner- Section 13-103-42
Nobles County, Minnesota
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Mr. John Wachtler
Environmental Quality Board
Department of Administration
300 Centennial Office Building

658 Cedar Street
St. Paul, MN 55155

Nobles County to Chanarambie 115kV Line
Public Comments

Dear Mr. Wachtler:

I am writing on behalf of two of our clients Maridell Rose and Ora Lee Dean. They own
property southeast of the city of Chandler. Their property is adjacent to the eastern
proposed route of the Nobles County to Chanarambie 115kV Line.

The intent of this letter is to voice their favor of the transmission line. They feel that the
transmission line will add many benefits to the rural agricultural economy and benefit
southwest Minnesota cities and quality of life. They are especially in favor of the eastern
route location because of the proximity of the line in relation to two of the family’s
properties. Some years back the family sold the wind rights of the farm to a wind
development company. They are hopeful that, with the addition of the transmission line,

" the wind development comiparty would have a greater incentive to construct a wind
project-on their property. This would increase the net income on the farm and produce
addition dollars to the local economy.

Thank you for your time. We are sure that this information will be used to make the best
decision in determining the proper route for the transmission line. Feel free to contact me
if you should have any questions or comments.

Sincerely, 7
Sx—g AL

S. J! Hiniker -
Farm Management Advisor
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June 7, 2004

John,

When | built my home, the county setback was 90 feet from the middle of
the road. My house was built 92 feet north of the center of the road. Even if
their route goes past the house on the south side of the road, it is going to be
very close to my house. | am referring to your proposed Murray-Nobles county
line - west/east - route.

My brother and | have farmed and lived here our entire lives. The route
we place on your map in RED would be the fartherest from resident homes.

in reviewing the routes proposed through Wilmont Township, we see,
possibly, a better route. This route could enter Wilmont Township on the north
side, between sections 5 and 4 on the west side of the road and proceed south
for two miles. At this point it could proceed east on the south side of the road for
1 %2 miles and then go south on the half-mile line.

Resident farm sites involved are Joe VonHoltum in section 8 which is %
mile west of the proposed route. The other residents are Curtis Vaske in section
9, across the road from the proposed line. His resident home and building site is
200 yards east of the proposed line. Others affected are Tess Korth in section
15. This building site is located 800-900 feet south of the proposed fine. Brian
Fuerstenberg, in section 10, is located about 200 yards north of our proposed
line. Then your line could head south through section 15.

One of the priorities of a proposed route is to avoid passing too near
environmental wildlife areas. What about passing too near human residences?

If you have any questions, please contact me. My phone number is 507-
926-5496.

Sincerely,

he (Fk
@g( (Lol

Elmer Brake
Ray Brake
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John Wachtler

From: Post Swine Farms, Inc. [psfarms @ SWWNET.COM]
Sent:  Tuesday, June 29, 2004 9:04 PM

To: John.Wachtler@state.mn.us

Subject: 345 Power line letter

John N. Wachtler

Mn. Environmental Quality Board
658 Cedar St. Rm. 300

St. Paul, Mn. 55155

, Dear Mr. Wa_chtler,

We live in the SE 1/4 of the NW % in section 18 Rost township. We are extremely
concerned about the proposed 345 high voltage transmission line passing by our residence
along I -90. '

Our farm site is approximately 180 ft. from the right-of way.

We have three small children under 4 years of age. The uncertainty of the health dangers
or risks are a big issue,such as leukemia, different cancers, electro sensitivity, etc.

EMEF interference w/ wireless satellite systems, radios, and inter-net systems could cause
problems.

Noise: With I-90 so close we are concerned about the additional this line could cause.

Stray Voltage or EMF could also cause a problem for our livestock and facilities. Our
home has steel shingles and steel siding. Our pasture for our cattle is also adjacent to I-90
which could also cause EMF problems with our electric fence, and or our cattle.

Our water table for our well is spring fed approximately 18 feet below the ground surface.
Setting the poles could adversely effect our water supply as our well is very close to the
right of way. :

We have grain bins which are very close to the right of way. Our intentions are to add
grain bins and a grain leg in the future to the south side of our present bin site. Having this
line that close would hinder our future expansion.

This farm has been in our family for over 80 years and we do not want this to ruin it for
the future. We have recently invested vast amounts in the removal of a large older grove
as well as other improvements. Presently our two story home is being restored after
digging a new basement.

With the studies and concerns of health related dangers and the closeness of this power
line, this would drastically reduce the value of our property.

With all these concerns we are opposed to this proposed route. We will take any necessary

6/30/2004
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actions to stop this line from going through our property.

We would feel Route 2 would be a better choice, or as we discussed while looking at the
map in Wilmont, it could turn one mile West of our half mile line to section 13 of
Ewington township, then go North one mile to the middle of section 12 and then go East,
to connect with part of the route 2 proposal.

We thank you for your consideration of our concerns on this matter, and appreciate any
thing you can do to help us.

Sincerely, Eric, Barbara, Alyssa, Nathaniel, and Taylor Post
: David, & Arlys Post

6/30/2004



W &W PuBLIC WORKS
960 Diagonal Road

www.co.nobles.mn.us
PO Box 187

Worthington, MIN 56187
Phone: 507-376-3109
Fax: 507-372-8348

June 9, 2004

Mr. John N. Wachtler

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
658 Cedar St., Room 300

ST. Paul, MN 55155

Mr. John Wachtler,
Re: MEQB DOCKET NO. 03-73-TR-XCEL Route Permit Application

Thank you for listening to my concerns about the location of the proposed transmission lines along the
public road right of way. As | stated to you at the meeting on Wednesday, June 2, 2004 a the Wiimont,
MN Community Center, locating the power poles just outside the road right of way subjects the road
authority to pay all costs required should the poles need to be moved or adjusted due to future roadway
construction. The proposed routes are along State and County Highways, but just as important, local
township roads. Even though the road authority and the utility can work together to locate the poles so
they would not be affected by future roadway reconstruction the majority of the time, this wilt not be
possible in every instance. It can be cost prohibitive for the tax payers in the local jurisdictions to pay the
bill to move these poles. (Township government responsible for the Township Road system often times
has a total levy less than $50,000 per year.) It would be reasonable to request that the utility company be
required to pay for the cost of relocation or adjustment of poles if required in the future due to roadway
construction, or require them to place the poles out in the farm field away from the road right of way so
they would not be effected by future road construction projects.

1 contend that the utility company is financially better positioned to bear the cost of moving or adjusting a
power pole when required due to road construction than the property owners within the governmental
jurisdiction. If the utility company is unwilling to agree to this stipulation, | request that they be required to
locate the poles far enough away from the roadway so they would not be affected by future road
construction activities.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,

%?.W

Stephen P. Schnieder, PE -
Nobles County Public Works Director



June 7, 2004

Pam,

When | built my home, the county setback was 90 feet from the middle of
the road. My house was built 92 feet north of the center of the road. Even if
their route goes past the house on the south side of the road, it is going to be
very close to my house. | am referring to your proposed Murray-Nobles county
line - west/east - route. '

My brother and | have farmed and lived here our entire lives. The route
we place on your map in RED would be the fartherest from resident homes.

In reviewing the routes proposed through Wilmont Township, we see,
possibly, a better route. This route could enter Wilmont Township on the north
side, between sections 5 and 4 on the west side of the road and proceed south
for two miles. At this point it could proceed east on the south side of the road for
1% miles and then go south on the half-mile line.

Resident farm sites involved are Joe VonHoltum in section 8 which is %
mile west of the proposed route. The other residents are Curtis Vaske in section
9, across the road from the proposed line. His resident home and building site is

-200 yards east of the proposed line. Others affected are Tess Korth in section
15. This building site is located 800-900 feet south of the proposed line. Brian
Fuerstenberg, in section 10, is located about 200 yards north of our proposed
line. Then your line could head south through section 15.

One of the priorities of a proposed route is to avoid passing too near
environmental wildlife areas. What about passing too near human residences?

If you have any questions, please contact me. My phone number is 507-
926-5496.

Sincerely,

PRV WA
Elmer Brake
Ray Brake

¢: John LWachtleqr
EQB
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Wilmont, Mn. -
June 7, 2004

Re: 115 kV Transmission Line

John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager
Environmental Quality Board

300 Centennial Bldg, 658 Cedar Street
St.Paul, MN 55155

Mr. Wachtler:;

As landowners (Section 23, Wilmont Township, Nobles County) involved in the
proposed routing of the 115 volt line, we would like to express our views. We attended
two of the informational meetings.

It would be a real nuisance and inconvenience to have the lines and poles placed on our
property, as they would be set in a significant distance from the field boundary. We were
told the property around the poles could still be farmed. Considering the large machinery
used in farming now, it would be very possible to strike the poles with a combine,
planter, etc., weaving in and out between the poles. The cost of repair to machinery could
be significant. This would cause time, money and stress to the person farming.

We were told the compensation would be somewhere around 50% up to 70% of the value
of the land. We think that anything less than 100% compensation would be unfair
considering the poles would be there forever. The entities producing the power running
through the lines will be compensated much better than the landowners furnishing the
property for the line

We ask that you use an alternative route where the landowners don’t object to the extra
hassles of farming around poles, and receiving only 50 to 70% for their land.

g |
ol 7 Bl
Harold and Barbara Springman
20283 130™ Street

Wilmont, Mn. 56185



Wilmont, Mn.
June 7, 2004

Re: 115 kV Transmission Line

George Johnson

. Environmental Quality Board
300 Centennial Bldg, 658 Cedar Street
St. Paul, MN. 55155

Mr. Johnson:

' As landowners (Section 23, Wilmont Township, Nobles County) involved in the
proposed routing of the 115 volt line, we would like to express our views. We attended
two of the informational meetings.

It would be a real nuisance and inconvenience to have the lines and poles placed on our
property, as they would be set in a significant distance from the field boundary. We were
told the property around the poles could still be farmed. Considering the large machinery
used in farming now, it would be very possible to strike the poles with a combine,
planter, etc., weaving in and out between the poles. The cost of repair to machinery could
be significant. This would cause time, money and stress to the person farming,

We were told the compensation would be somewhere around 50% up to 70% of the value
of the land. We think that anything less than 100% compensation would be unfair
considering the poles would be there forever. The entities producing the power running
through the lines will be compensated much better than the landowners furnishing the
property for the line

We ask that you use an alternative route where the landowners don’t object to the extra
hassles of farming around poles, and recetving only 50 to 70% for their land.

: rold an; Barbara Spﬁnﬁn :;

20283 130" Street
Wilmont, Mn. 56185




June 23, 2004

Mr. John Wachtler
Environmental Quality Board
300 Centennial Bldg.

658 Cedar Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

RE: Xcel Energy's Application to the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board for a Route Permit
for a 116 kV Transmission Line from the new Nobles County Substation near Reading Minnesota _
to the Chanarambie Substation near Lake Wilson, Minnesota MEQB DOCKET NO. 03-73-TR-
XCEL

Dear Mr. Wachtler:

We have been corresponding with Pamela Rasmussen, Permitting Analyst from Xcel Energy regarding
our concerns with the above mentioned project. She suggested that we also make our concerns known
to you. She advised us that the letter we sent her last year is also included in their permitting application.

We live on the west 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of Section 5 of Chanarambie Township, Murray County, MN. We
also own the SW /4 of Section 32 of Cameron Township, Murray County, MN.

We have received notification from Xcel Energy that they propose to build a 115 kV Transmission Line
from near Reading, MN to the Chanarambie Substation. We live very near the Chanarambie Substation
and are concerned with the route the line is built on. Ideally we would prefer that no line be built at all.
Our quality of life has already been adversely effected by the construction and operation of Xcel's
Chanarambie Substation and EnXco's wind turbines all around us. Any added construction of
transmission lines will only be a detriment to the local environmental quality. The added traffic, litter and
destruction of roads and property has already become quite intolerable. Enxco's employees speed down
the gravel road past our driveways and across the intersections. It is only a matter of time before
someone is hurt or killed.

If Xcel Energy receives a permit to construct this 115kV transmission line we want the West Route to be
used exactly as shown on Project Map Appendix D.11. That shows the transmission line coming out of
the south side of the Chanarambie Substation and going south down the half mile line of Section 6 one
mile all the way to 111th ST. We do not want the line to go out of the Substation only 1/2 mile south and
then east to 10th Ave. because we have a large hog confinement barn exactly on that location of 10th
Ave. and do not want issues with stray voltage and electrical and magnetic fields, etc. We also do not
want the East Route used.

We hope this clarifies our position on this project. Please put us on the official project mailing list.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, ,
Cirdt v DS amola D774 .
Curt and Wanda Miersma

1166 10th AVE
Wand<atnrle MN 5R18A
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John Wachtler

From: Stephen Schnieder [sschnieder@co.nobles.mn.us]

Sent:  Wednesday, June 09, 2004 2:36 PM

To: John.Wachtler@state.mn.us »

Subject: MEQB DOCKET NO. 03-73-TR-XCEL Route Permit Application

Mr. John Wachtler,

Thank you for listening to my concerns about the location of the proposed transmission lines along
the public road right of way. As | stated to you at the meeting on Wednesday, June 2, 2004 a the
Wilmont, MN Community Center, locating the power poles just outside the road right of way
subjects the road authority to pay all costs required should the poles need to be moved or
adjusted due to future roadway construction. The proposed routes are along State and County
highways, but just as important, local township roads. Even though the road authority and the
utility can work together to locate the poles so they would not be affected by future roadway
reconstruction the majority of the time, this will not be possible in every instance. It can be cost
prohibitive for the tax payers in the local jurisdictions to pay the bill to move these poles.
(Township government responsible for the Township Road system often times has a total levy
less than $50,000 per year.) it would be reasonable to request that the utility company be
required to pay for the cost of relocation or adjustment of poles if required in the future due to
roadway construction, or require them to place the poles out in the farm field away from the road
right of way so they would not be effected by future road construction projects.

| contend that the utility company is financially better positioned to bear the cost of moving or
adjusting a power pole when required due to road construction than the property owners within the
governmental jurisdiction. If the utility company is unwilling to agree to this stipulation, | request

that they be required to locate the poles far enough away from the roadway so they would not be
affected by future road construction activities.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,

Stephen P. Schnieder, PE
Nobles County Public Works Director

6/15/2004



John Wachtler

From: Schultz, Dawn R [dawn.schultz@ xcelenergy.com]
Sent: Wednesday, June 09, 2004 1:42 PM

To: John Wachtler (E-mail}; Rasmussen, Pamela Jo
Subject: letter sent to Merlyn Cranston

Merlyn Cranston
1644 South Shore Drive
Worthington MN 56187

Yesterday I sent Merlyn maps bl5, bl6, bl7, bl8, bl9, b26 and b3 with a general cover
letter. I inadvertently changed that cover letter afterwards so I don't have a copy to
include in this e-mail.

Dawn Schultz

Technician, Siting & Land Rights
Xcel Energy - North

715-839-2486 '
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June 15, 2004

George Johnsou
Enviromnmental Quality Board
300 Centennial Blgdg

658 Cedar St.

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Mr. Johnson

As a concerned taxpayer and electric user, T am
submitting a simpler connection from Chanarambie substation
This would eliminate five (5) bracings and bypass all towns
following Highway 91.

Ameren UE Power Company has separate Transmission
lines to prevent sabatoge. This is a concern and will not
~go away, Shorter lines would decrease power loss. The cost
factor awould be cut in half and disturb less property.

What has a Reading area got to due with the end usage.

I had a phone conversation with Pam Rasmussen of Excel
Energy on this subject in May 2003.

Sincerely

Roger Johnson

3228 Maus Road

Fults, IL 62244
- 618 458 7128
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Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

Address:

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:
Rﬂg Pr\@ PV\A/S LA[L/\\ 7O W
oes 0~ /\PW@‘O@ oA '
o B az‘e E-u/ /wdaLQ JusT Ao 070

Propert).

Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler(@state.mn.us
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Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:

Name: _ .

/N ANU N g %«Lw | | |
Address: : )
[7568—" ﬁmt oe LU@I\‘Feli\H?VgI m‘f/t S«g(37

Representing:
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL, RMATION
Name: ? / f %’f\
Address: o? / 0 { [— ~

-Representmg Z),&ZZ\ 2 @

d lines:

Comments regarding the propo

Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
_ Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Name:

e e b B Tie Mo SCIIS

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines: |
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room

300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler(@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Name:
ANorym oY g

Address:

~ Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Nam -7

Hord Fct
Address:

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Name: ]
Lroper ElodterSawr—
Address:
Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:

190 fwie Males /hore wtFL
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:

Name:@Abé?Pg_rfkg%g |
N ks 7~ orw G Lzsmeec, MM SGISS™

Representing: |
SeF

Comments regarding the proposed lines:
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Frugter — T e THE MO WesrErey
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtier@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Name:

Pl Hren
Address:

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to

john.wachtler(@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Name:
| [) DN d re €.
Address:
Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room |
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler(@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Name:

I/’\/\l OI\IJMO\JS

Address:

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines: g ‘
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Name:
// 22t ¥ e MM

Address:
) 7 §o ﬁz/l RN
7 730/m%¢/

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:

Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:

Name: fPA\/ L ‘o A/

Address:

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler(@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:

Name:

Tro bvsa A
Address:
Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lmes
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler(@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Name:

Address:

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines: . , T
R, Q[‘q.&b ko) Us. Corridar /\07"43/
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c[/m TG0 A Wi =

¥ /} w7 Sdlrf/ﬁ/@ﬂ é{/ /f‘?‘?}é 5
d%\/TL 070 CA/IMW ndre ‘/4 ‘

&/LOfe, “/’Zx T FE'MI/)
/ro\g e[/‘\

Please return comments to: John Wac , EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler(@state.mn.us

X




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Name: /VQ% 64; —

Address:

Representing: <p p ¢

Comments regardmg the proposed lines:
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation

Nobles Cgunty to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission LmB

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:

Name: Be. ot Hean (&Q

Address: QQQ Coont Ll\r\( /41/—(—
coood stock , M S !¥Ce

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:

We Dibe He V/%gﬁil Not
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
Name: - /-/
ey (Ca MZ\/
Address: :
Representing:
< D

Comments regarding the proposed lines:
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Spht Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:

Name: .
<reve. (~lec S

Address:

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
- 300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:

Namezﬂoé/cg { M{O"eg FAKGA
Address: 07 ] ?9 b _ 5~93\7

Representing:

Comments regarding the proposed lines:
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Please return comments to: John Wachtler, EQB Project Manager, 658 Cedar St., Room
300 Centennial Office Building, Saint Paul, MN 55155 or email them to
john.wachtler@state.mn.us




NORTH AMER! CAN WATER OFFI OE

PO BOX 174 uzkag Elmo, MN 55042
Phone 651-770-3861 . Fax: 651-FF0-3976

July 8, 2004

MEQB Powerline Siting Task Force
345 kV Sioux Falls Lakefield Junction Line
115 kV Chanarambie Nobles Line

, RE ~ Site of the New Nobles Substation
Dear Task Force:

~ The North American Water Office (NAWO) has an interest in the siting of the
New Nobles Substation because of its historical participation, dating back more than 15
- years, in public decision-making proceedings that have lead up to the decision about
where to site the New Nobles Substation. NAWO also has an interest in this siting due to
~ its formal working relationship with Community Wind South (CWS), which was formed
to take advantage of conditions attached by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
- (MPUC) to authorization for the powerlines now under consideration.

We are very intent upon securing a location for the New Nobles Substation that is
in the immediate vicinity of Reading, as recommended by Xcel Energy in the routing
application. We have a very strong preference for a site recommended in the application
for the following compelling reasons.

The powerlines now being routed were authorized by the MPUC with conditions
attached. Among them are conditions that require Xcel Energy to purchase power from
60 MW of locally-owned wind generation capacity, aggregated in two 30- MW nodes.
Xcel Energy is also required to provide substation capacity for these aggregations. CWS
was formed to develop one of these two 30 MW aggregations, and the New Nobles
Substation will provide substation capacity for this aggregation. CWS has identified sites
for its 30 MW aggregation within a couple miles south and east of Reading. These sites
- have excellent wind regimes, wind rights that are available to CWS, and landowners who
are willing to host the CWS Project. While easements securing these sites have not yet
- been executed (as of July 8, 2004), easement documents for these sites have been

prepared and we intend to execute them shortly. :

MINNESOTA
Lniginmencal Fand

‘ www.nawo. org email : gwillc@min.org '
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The sites we have selected, which are capable of supporting between 10 and 18
_ generators, depending on the size that is most advantageous when the time comes to
purchase turbines, are all in close proximity to each other. They are also in close
proximity to the substation location options near Reading, as contained in the application
filing. These factors are vital in terms of keeping construction costs and operating line
losses down, thereby giving the aggregation a chance to be economically viable.

In addition, the roads that would be used during substation and turbine
construction if a substation site near Reading were selected are all sufficient to support
such construction.

The CWS Project will have many partners, and will provide a very important
economic development function for the region. More than likely, it will also provide
significant direct public benefits for local communities. Siting the Chanarambie New
Nobles Substation at some other location remote from the sites in the vicinity of Reading,
however, would prevent CWS from having the opportunity to achieve these benefits, and
fulfil the conditions in the Certificates of Need, as ordered by the MPUC. Therefore, we
urge you to reject all other possible remote locations for the New Nobles Substation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Executive Director
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1414 West Hamilton Avenue
PO. Box 8
Eau Claire, W! 564702-0008

August 13, 2004

Mz. John Wachtler

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
658 Cedar Street, Room 300

St. Paul, MN 55155

RE: IN THE MATTER OF XCEL ENERGY’S APPLICATION FOR A ROUTE
PERMIT FOR A 345 KV HIGH VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINE AND A NEW
115-KV HIGH-VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINE IN SOUTHWEST
MINNESOTA
DOCKET NO. 03-73-TR-XCEL

XCEL ENERGY COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT MEQB ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT SCOPING DECISION

Dear Mr. Wachtler:

Thank you for providing Xcel Energy the opportunity to patticipate in the CATF meetings for this
ptoject. We believe the meetings were helpful in gatheting additional route segment suggestions as
well as highlighting some of the issues the EIS should addtess for this project. Xcel Energy has
teviewed the July 22, 2004 draft scoping decision and offets the following comments:

Alternative Routes

Xcel Energy does not oppose the addition of the route segments to the cutrent Split Rock to
Lakefield Junction 345 kV routes that you desctibed at our August 10 meeting at your offices. Xcel
Enetrgy commits to support EQB staff in gathering additional data. We would, howevert, suggest
that an attempt be made to limit the number of additional segments along the Chanarambie to
Nobles County 115 kV line. This will help reduce the overall number of routes that would be
reviewed in the EIS.

General Transmission Line Impacts

. The impacts generally on the Buffalo Ridge area as a historical and cultural resource.

Xcel Energy is aware that the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has raised the
issue of a perceived need to study impacts of wind development on the "Buffalo Ridge" generally as
noted in Section 7.1.2 of our application. The Company is concerned about addressing this issue in
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N

Schedule

Xcel Energy will support staff efforts to develop the EIS in a timely mannet. We would support
measures that would allow an EQB decision eatlier than April 2005.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at 715-839-4661. We would be
happy to meet with you and discuss our comments in more detail.

Sincerely,

om f} Bowmieann >

Pamela Jo Rasmussen
Permitting Analyst

c J. Musso
G. Stevenson

L. Agrimonti
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detail for our transmission line projects since we believe this issue is beyond the scope of this
specific project and more appropriately addressed at an agency level.

" Potential property value changes on residential and commetcial patcels

See comments below relating to right-of-way payments.
= Zoning requirements and project compatibility with local land use planning.

The Company believes that consideration of local zoning requirements is not appropriate in a
routing proceeding. Xcel Energy is concerned that local governmental bodies will seek to impose
their zoning requirements in contravention of the MEQB's clear authority. The Power Plant Siting
Act vests the MEQB with the express powet to issue a route permit for the 115 kV line and the 345
kV line, which permit would be binding on local governmental entities. Once granted, "[sJuch
petrmit shall supersede and preempt all zoning, building, or land use rules, regulations, or ordinances
promulgated by regional, county, local and special purpose government." Minn. Stat. § 116C.61.
Accordingly, while the zoning classifications and uses along the routes are relevant to analyze
impacts, consideration of zoning requirements and project compatibility are not proper because it
would go counter the statutory preemption.

" Construction, operation, and closure effects upon the local economy (jobs, propetty taxes,
change in property values, residential turnover rates) and right-of-way payments.

Xcel Energy has no major concerns with addressing these topics, as requited by the rules. However,
the Company believes it would not be appropriate in this proceeding to debate the amount and
proptiety of right-of-way payments, as these issues are outside the scope of this routing proceeding.
We request that the scoping decision state that the proptiety of right-of-way payments and the issue
of whether those payments are adequate will not be considered.

Issues To Be Addressed In Additional Detail In The Environmental Impact Statement

. Analysis of the risks and impacts of the transmission lines on waterfowl and wildlife in
wildlife management areas and wetlands, as well as methods to mitigate any problems
created by neatby transmission lines.

Xcel Energy will work with MEQB staff to provide additional information on this issue.

n Assessment of the regulatoty, legal, and safety issues that affect whether and how far
transmission line poles can be placed in or near highway and roadway rights-of-way.

This issue is telated to the zoning requirements and project compatibility with land use category
discussed above. Again, it appears that local governmental authorities may be seeking to circumvent
the MEQB's authority. While the Company believes that safety issues and line placement are
propetly part of the EIS, regulatory and legal issues are not approptiate because, as noted, the
MEQB has preemptive authority. '



Public Comment Form
Environmental Quality Board

Split Rock to Lakefield Junction 345 kV Transmission Line
Nobles County Substation
Nobles County to Chanarambie 115 kV Transmission Line

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:
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