


From: Tom and Judi
To: Bjorklund, Ingrid (COMM)
Subject: Re: IP-6830/CN-09-1110
Date: Friday, April 23, 2010 10:18:50 AM

As a concerned Minnesota citizen, I would like to
express my support for the Paynesville Wind Farm
Project. The United States needs to increase its use of
proven, environmentally friendly sources of alternative
energy production. Windmills provide such a form of
renewable energy and are a majestic visual expression
of our country's desire to become an energy
independent nation.

Sincerely, Judith Miler

mailto:t2jmiller@mchsi.com
mailto:Ingrid.Bjorklund@state.mn.us


From: Tom and Judi
To: Bjorklund, Ingrid (COMM)
Subject: Re: IP-6830/CN-09-1110
Date: Thursday, April 22, 2010 8:49:27 AM

Ingrid Bjorklund,

I am writing to voice my support for the Paynesville
Wind Farm Project. Not only would this project be an
economic plus to the area it would also be a beautiful
and patriotic source of pride to the community.

To put it simply the terrorist enemies of the USA would
not want this project to succeed. They would like to
keep us dependent on expensive imported oil from
countries that are friendly to them.

Using Windmills to generate electricity will keep millions
of dollars in the United States of America's economy.

Windmills are a proven safe, clean and effective source
of energy.

Best wishes, Tom Miller

Farm owner Zion Township Paynesville, Minnesota,
USA

mailto:t2jmiller@mchsi.com
mailto:Ingrid.Bjorklund@state.mn.us


From: Tom and Judi
To: Bjorklund, Ingrid (COMM)
Subject: Re: IP-6830/CN-09-1110
Date: Friday, April 23, 2010 9:43:23 AM

As a proud patriotic citizen of  this Great Country I feel it
is my civic duty to state my support for the Paynesville
Wind Farm Project.

Wind turbines for generating electricity will be a valuable
enhancement to our area and will help meet the energy
needs of America. The USA needs to become less
dependent on expensive imported oil.

Minnesota has no fossil fuels (coal, oil) but we have
been at the fore front of developing alternative fuels,
e.g. ethanol, turkey manure, methane from garbage,
solar and wind energy. It is unfortunate that a few
uninformed , rigid, selfish people oppose progress. If
these people had prevailed throughout history we would
still be living in the dark ages!

Windmills are a proven, safe, clean, and effective
source of energy.

Best wishes Tom Miller,

Farm owner, Zion Township, Paynesville, Minnesota

mailto:t2jmiller@mchsi.com
mailto:Ingrid.Bjorklund@state.mn.us


From: Tom and Judi
To: Bjorklund, Ingrid (COMM)
Subject: Re: PUC Docket Nos. IP-6830/WS-10-49
Date: Wednesday, April 21, 2010 9:43:38 AM

To: Ingrid Bjorklund,

As a land owner in the Paynesville Zion Wind Farm Project I am writing to
strongly support this form of energy. Windmills, big and small, have
withstood the test of time. (Many farm sites in this area at one time had a
windmill.) Windmills are a safe, efficient, nonpolluting & self sustainable
(renewable) source of energy.

The United States of America must become energy self sufficient. We
need to come to the point where we no longer need to import expensive
foreign oil from countries that support terrorists and are not friendly to us.
Besides being an excellent source of energy for our great country
Windmills will also be an economic boost to this area.

Best wishes Thomas Miller

Land owner Zion Township Paynesville, Minnesota.

mailto:t2jmiller@mchsi.com
mailto:Ingrid.Bjorklund@state.mn.us
























From: Carolyn Reeck
To: Bjorklund, Ingrid (COMM)
Subject: Paynesville Wind Projecct
Date: Saturday, April 17, 2010 9:22:39 PM

Everyone is saying the Paynesville Wind project is a "done deal" in spite
of the hearing on Monday, April 19th, in Lake Henry, MN. I hope and pray 
that is not the case.  The PUC should not be prejudging this placement of
up to 63 wind turbines in Zion Township.  
There is every indication of poor science. Also, there is a glaring lack of
studies concerning environmental, social,  and health issues.  I talked to
Deb Pile a few months ago about these concerns.  At that time Geronimo
had not even applied for a CON or a SPA.  She promised to get back to me,
and to our township attorney, Bob Ruppe, who has been retained because
of concern about damage to our roads as soon as the permitting took
place.  We have not heard from her.  All of a sudden, the project is about
to be launched forth.
Stearns County in the Establishment of Township Planning and Zoning in
its first paragraph states:  "Townships are faced with mounting problems
in providing means of guiding future development of land use so as to
insure a safer, more pleasant environment...to preserve agricultural and
other open lands, and to promote public health, safety and general
welfare."  None of these factors have been satisfactorily assured if these
industrial wind turbines are built. 
  President Obama in a speech to the Dept. of Interior last week
emphasized two points: 
"First, we're going to build on successful conservation efforts being
spearheaded outside Washington by local and state governments...so we
can write a new chapter on the protection of rivers, wildlife habitats,
historic sites and the great landscapes of our 
country.  Secondly, we are going to help farmers, ranchers, property
owners who want to protect their land for their children and
grandchildren."
We need to take the long view of this huge industrial wind project.  Is it
going to protect our natural landscape and our history for generations to
come?  Is it the right thing for the environment, wildlife, and the health
of our people?  Is it the right thing for the economy,? The long range cost
of this renewable energy has not been determined.
T. Boone Pickens has given up his plan for a huge wind farm in Texas, and
Natural Wind plans to purchase 52 turbines for the Goodhue County
project at a per-megawatt cost of $2.3 million, Leon Steinberg, CEO &
Chr., said the turbines will return more than $179 K.  How much of that is
going to stay in the farming community?  Probably not much.  With
inflation, over a 20-year period it will be an  insignificant source of
revenue for the local landowners, but the turbine towers, rising more than
400 feet, and with 46 feet of cement planted in a hole in the ground, not
to mention the miles and miles of roads leading to these towers that will
never again be productive land for a hungry world.
In the rush to develop this renewable energy source, we need to consider
a moratorium!
Thank you!

Carolyn Reeck

mailto:clerkofzion@gmail.com
mailto:Ingrid.Bjorklund@state.mn.us


From: Carolyn Reeck
To: Bjorklund, Ingrid (COMM)
Subject: PUC Docket #"s IP-6830/WS-1049 & IP-6830/CN-09-1110
Date: Monday, May 10, 2010 6:57:39 PM

Ms. Ingrid Bjorklund
MN Office of Energy Security
85 7th Place East
Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Thank you for conducting the scoping meeting at Lake Henry, MN regarding the
Geronimo Wind Project affecting Zion. Lake Henry, Spring Hill and Paynesville
Townships.   The dominant township is Zion where most of the huge wind turbines
will be located on prime farmland. A survey of the township indicates the majority of
residents in the footprint and those that live outside the footprint are not in favor of
this industrialization of our township.  We are not densely populated, but we do
have an average of five farms/ residences per section.  With this many turbines,
serious health issues, wildlife and environmental concerns have NOT been resolved. 
I am 81 years old.  Do I have to live out my life being negatively effected by noise
and shadow flicker, ( just to name two of many possible risks?)
 
I am forwarding a "Letter to the Editor" that I wrote which was published in last
week's Paynesville Press.  I have written letters to President Obama all the way
down to our County Commissioners.  We MUST take a closer look at "harnessing the
wind."  It is NOT free by any means, or even prudent,  economically, as a good,
reliable, renewable source of energy.  For the PUC to give permits for the site and
for the need here in western Stearns County, is a huge mistake; even though
Geronimo has already spent a lot of time, energy and money up to this point.  When
it comes right down to it, the entire project has been driven by MONEY, our tax
dollars!  

People tell me "This is a done deal;" and, "that the PUC has said as much."    I
refuse to believe you will not take a deeper look and
come to the same conclusion that so many intelligent, sensible people have:  This
Paynesville-Zion Wind Project IF approved, will be a huge error, flawed from the
beginning.  Please, please, please, do NOT let this happen.
Thank you for your understanding and willingness to question, question,  question!  
 
Sincerely,

Carolyn T. Reeck

mailto:clerkofzion@gmail.com
mailto:Ingrid.Bjorklund@state.mn.us


From: reeck
To: Bjorklund, Ingrid (COMM)
Subject: Fw: docket IP-6830/WS-10-49 Paynesville Wind Site
Date: Saturday, May 08, 2010 4:10:00 PM

 
----- Original Message -----
From: reeck
To: ghreeck@lakedalelink.net
Sent: Saturday, May 08, 2010 3:52 PM
Subject: docket IP-6830/WS-10-49 Paynesville Wind Site

Ms. Bjorklund,
We are commenting on the Paynesville Wind Site Application. Based on the Mn Dept of Health Study,
May, 2009, and on the PUC Staff Briefing Paper by DeBleeckere, reviewed at February 1, 2010 PUC
meeting, the setbacks are insufficient to protect residences from noise and shadow flicker. The
MDH recommends noise estimates should include cumulative impacts (40-50dBA isopleths) of all wind
turbines. This study recommends isopleths for dB(C)-dB(A) greater than 10dB should be determined.
We believe the more recent recommendations by Iberdola Renewables (an energy company) should
not be substituted for recommendations by our own Dept. of Health. In regards to Minn Rule 7030.0040
(acceptable nighttime noise at 50dBA), the PUC Staff Briefing Paper states, "However, these standards
do not, by themselves, identify levels of impulsive noise needed for the preservation of public health
and welfare." "Turbines are rarely, if ever compliant with the noise standard at 500-feet and more
commonly need to be sited at distances of 700 to 1,200 feet from residences to comply with the noise
standard" (50dBA). The Nobles Wind Farm Turbine Induced Contours map, from the PUC paper clearly
shows nonparticipating residences subjected to 35dBA, and this is just a modeling map. The PUC
paper also discusses as a potential for setback is the 763-985' (3 RD) setback because "adjacent
property owners...can choose not to sign an easement..." Clearly 3 RD does not satisfy the previous
statement from the PUC paper. Also, from the PUC paper, the NRC under the auspices of the National
Academy of Sciences states "noise produced by wind turbines is generally not a major concern for
humans beyond a half mile or so..."  The PUC paper also comments that Germany limited flicker to 30
hours per year on a neighbor's property and Denmark recommends not greater than 10 hours per
year. Please refer to the MDH paper as it discusses that turbines at 300 meters would cause flicker for
1.5 hours per day and the Wind Energy Handbook (Burton et al., 2001) recommending 1000 meters or
.6 mile setback. The PUC paper recommends different setbacks for participating and non-participating
landowners. The setbacks should be .6 mile for nonparticipating landowners, which would alleviate
noise and flicker issues. Furthermore, nonparticipating landowners should have this setback from all
property lines to protect the future use of their property, considering the leases are in effect for 50
years. These setbacks are especially important for nonparticipating landowners who will have turbines
on three or more sides.  As stated in the PUC paper "...staff's view that minimizing impacts is and has
been, a goal of this Commission."  Numerous recent studies supporting noise and flicker issues do not
need to be cited, as they have been reviewed by MDH and PUC. Also, setback issues should not be
based on old studies based on shorter tower height and rotor diameters.  Van den Berg, 2008, begins
his paper explaining that the increases in blade tip height is cause for the increased annoyance
factor. Another safety factor is that everyone inside the boundary will not have medical helicopter
service, unless Lifelink adopts a policy different from Mayo One.
The noise and flicker does not even begin to address the issue of aesthetics that the non-participating
landowners must bear. 492' blade tip heights do not compare to 90' silos. Non-participating
landowners chose not to sign. This is a poor project area with 2174 acres not signed within the project
boundaries. That's 15% of the 15000 acres and almost a 20% of the 11,500 acres signed. No map
identifies any of these landowners!  25% of the signed acreage has owners not living in the project
boundaries. 10% of the signed acreage has owners not living in Stearns County. Do not call non-
participating landowners NIMBY's. More than 120 homeowners within one mile of this project received
no specific information from Geronimo prior to their attendance at the scoping meeting, which left them
with less than 3 weeks to comment to the PUC about this project. Blinking red lights at night will also
be an aeshetic impact.

mailto:ghreeck@lkdllink.net
mailto:Ingrid.Bjorklund@state.mn.us
mailto:ghreeck@lkdllink.net
mailto:ghreeck@lakedalelink.net


This is also a poor project area, concerning the abundance of wildlife and wildlife areas located in and
near the project.  A 308 acre WPA is within the boundary (application section 5.21 states no public
lands within boundary?), 759 wildlife refuge acres are adjacent and 2300 wildlife refuge/natural
acres are within 5 miles. The Buffalo Ridge Study is ten years old and based on blade tip heights of
174' and 243'. Despite it being a four year study, Enron's Phase II turbines were only operational for
two years and Phase III turbines were only operational for one year of the study. The study
acknowledges smaller, shorter turbines have lower mortality and increased distances from wetlands
reduce mortalities.  Paynesville Wind will have blade tip heights of 396 to 492'. This study and the site
application both refer to reduced (32%) avian use. Buffalo Ridge is not similar to Paynesville land
composition in terms of wetlands, despite the applications contention that it is. US Fish and Wildlife
Services letter of 10/23/2009 recommends 1/2 mile setback from WPA and the areas separating the
Bauman WPA, Zion WPA and Lake Henry WPA be taken out of project consideration. Turbines in Zion
township sections 16, 17, 18 and 21 disregard this. There are 21 special status species, including 8
rare species within a mile of the project area. There are two, not one as stated in the application, bald
eagle nests near the project and the eagles are commonly sited within the project boundary. The
application acknowledges that the wind turbine arrays will be the prominent features in the landscape
and visible from the WMAs and SNA, but will be mitigated as described in Section 5.4. There is no
Section 5.4.
Land values will decrease and property tax values will decrease. The often sited Berkley study showing
no devaluation, is based on homes with less than 25 acres, homes as far as 10 miles away, 10% of
homes had no view of the turbines, 58% had below average views preconstruction. Appraisal values on
agricultural land shows an average of 30% property value reduction. We will be surrounded by turbines,
proposed to be as little as 810' from our property and currently have a premium vista. Our property
value will be affected. This project will remove as much as 295 of 11,500 acres (3.8 acres per 1.5 MW
turbines, Section 5.20, 14 miles of roads, 33' wide) from agricultural production, that is 2.5%. That is
not the 29 to 44 acres or .5% stated in the application, Section 5.10.2.1. Cropland acreage is
understated and grassland overstated because alfalfa cropland is identified as grassland in Figure 5-7. 
We are dairy farmers and take concern with the statement in Section 5.10.2.1 that "stray voltage is a
particular concern for dairy farms because it can impact operations and milk production".  We will hold
Paynesville Wind to its commitment to siting turbines and power lines to avoid conflicts with dairy farms
in the Project area. Furthermore, we request a full stray voltage assessment prior to construction and
done repeatedly on a minimum yearly basis. This should be done for all dairy farms, or at least for
those dairy farmers who chose not to sign, including those adjacent to the project boundary. That the
siting of this project is in an area of such high dairy density is absurd. There are approximately 2300
dairy animals within the boundary and at least 700 within a mile of the boundary.
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY. This site application and certificate of need makes no mention of biomass
energy as an alternative to this costly wind energy. The numerous dairy animals could produce energy.
According to an AgStar report a cow can produce 2.5kWh per day. The city of Paynesville and Lake
Henry could also use produce energy with their waste products. These options have been completely
ignored.  More energy needs can be solved by conservation, than what this wind project provides
without the massive project costs, landscape alteration, health issues and wildlife issues. Conserving
energy won't be as exciting or as lucrative for the development companies, numerous wind
associations and some government agencies that wind energy is.
Sincerely,
Gary and Lu Anne Reeck
29949 230th ST
Paynesville, MN 56362
 
 



From: reeck
To: Bjorklund, Ingrid (COMM)
Subject: Docket IP-6830/WS-10-49
Date: Saturday, May 08, 2010 10:16:13 AM
Attachments: Zion_Shoreland.pdf

Ms. Bjorklund,
I am submitting a comment on the siting of Paynesville Wind. I am forwarding a map of Zion Township
Shoreland Overlay District. The site maps submitted by HDR Engineering, contain errors in the
identification of shoreland because they are not using current maps. This was designated shoreland in
the 1980's. The attached map is current. I wish to have this map submitted as part of my comment.
Especially note the descrepancies between HDR engineering information and this map pertaining to
sections 17 and 8 in Zion township. The towers sited in these sections are not the proper setback
based on the correct shoreland map.  Patrick Smith was informed that Geronimo's maps did not
properly identify shoreland in this project area on March, 11, 2009. The correct and current maps are
readily available at Stearns County Environmental Services.
Gary Reeck
29949 230th St
Paynesville MN 56362
----- Original Message -----
From: Erickson, Lance
To: ghreeck@lkdllink.net
Sent: Friday, April 16, 2010 1:00 PM
Subject: Zion shoreland

Attached is an basic 8x11 map showing the shoreland overlay district for Zion Township.
 
If you are needing something different or more detailed that could be provided for fee depending on the
work involved.
 
Thank you,
 
Lance Erickson
Stearns County Environmental Services

mailto:ghreeck@lkdllink.net
mailto:Ingrid.Bjorklund@state.mn.us
mailto:Lance.Erickson@co.stearns.mn.us
mailto:ghreeck@lkdllink.net
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Subject: IP‐6830/WS‐10‐49 Site Permit 

IP‐6830/CN‐09‐1110 

 

Allen Voigt 

30586 240th Street 

Paynesville, MN 56362 

 

My name is Allen Voigt I live in Zion Township, section 7 with my wife and our five children.  I 

milk about 33 cows.  To tell you about our farm I would first tell you that we are at the end of 

the power lines, we have battled with stray voltage or ground current since moving to this 

section. Last November I paid over $1,000.00 to get the end of the service moved out of the 

yard.  I finally have healthy cows rather than dealing with sick cows which often ended up dead.  

I can only imagine how bad this will all get again after all these wind turbines are put up and get 

working.   

 

I have known very little about these until May 5th of 2010 when a neighbor brought to my 

attention what is really being decided upon with regard to the turbines.  The communication 

between the company responsible for these turbines and myself has been very limited if there 

really has been any at all.  On the last day of some sort of sign up for getting paid for these 

turbines being on your property, some guy named Justin Pickar called and spoke with my wife, 

stating that he had been calling our house for weeks trying to talk to us about this project.  We 

have caller ID and told him that we have never had any phone calls from him, and to top it off, 

there is always someone here to answer the phone or the answering machine is always 

on…they never left any messages.  If he had wanted to talk to me for weeks, he could have 

stopped in the yard as he did with the other people in the neighborhood.  He stated that he had 

been driving around for months stopping in and talking to the people on their farms.  I know of 

two neighbors that told him to stop in and see me, however, he has never been in my yard to 

talk to me.  To me this sounds like a case of Discrimination. 

I have found out through a neighbor that the plans for these turbines will result in my farm 

being surrounded by these horrendous and dangerous turbines, with four of them being placed 

in close proximity of my home, two to the east and two to the west of my home, which will 

result in flicker in the morning and the evening (shadow flicker usually only occurs at sunrise or 

sunset).  Shadow flicker caused by wind turbines is defined as alternating changes in light 

intensity caused by the moving blade casting shadows on the ground and stationary objects, 

such as a window at a dwelling.  These turbines will be closer to my home than they will be to 

the people whose land they will be built on, those people will not have any residual effects 

from the turbines, however, me and my family will have all the effects.  Not only will this 

placement of the turbines have issues for my family’s health but it will also devalue my 



property to the point of making it unsalable and livable due to the continuing noise and the 

flicker, no one will want to live on a place with that eye sore.  The extra current will also affect 

any livestock that is in the area.   

The DNR has concerns about how these wind turbines are going to hurt the birds in the area, I 

understand that the DNR is against the turbines and does not want them by wildlife areas.  Our 

area is full of wildlife in the way of ducks, hawks, owls and other types of birds.  

I was asking a person who sells concrete for these projects and he told me that there is 

between 400‐600 yards of concrete poured as a base for each of these turbines.  However, if I 

were to want to bury concrete, I am not able to because it is bad for the environment. 
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