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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Project components subject to Commission minor alteration determination consist of the 
following: 
 
Faribault Switch Station:  The new transmission switching station site would be located 
just west of Blue Earth, MN, south of County Road 6 and west of County Road 9, in 
Faribault County.  The subject parcel contains 3.35 acres and is owned by ITC. 
 
This project consists of constructing a new 161kilovolt (kV) switching station adjacent to 
and immediately east of the easement for the existing ITC Winnebago Junction  - Buffalo 
Center 161 kV transmission line  to accommodate the interconnection of a 36 megawatt 
(MW) wind powered generating facility.  Two existing transmission structures will be 
relocated and replaced within the existing right-of-way to accommodate connection of 
the new station, as shown on Figure 3.  The transmission switching station will consist of 
3 breakers, line termination structures, switches and bus work.  There will also be a new 
12’ x 60’ control building that will house the relays and other equipment for the 161 kV 
facilities.  The control building will be located on the west side of the switch station yard.  
The site will be surrounded by an 8 foot perimeter fence.  The fenced-in area will be 2.53 
acres.  The cost of this project is estimated at $4,000,000.  Drawings that show the project 
location and site plan are enclosed.  (Figures 1-4) 
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The approximate project start date for the Faribault Switch Station is August 1, 2011 with 
a projected in-service date of December 31, 2011. 
 
PROJECT NEED 
 
ITC is constructing a new 161 kV switching station in Faribault County to accommodate 
the interconnection of a 36 MW wind powered generating facility.  The generating 
facility is owned by Big Blue Wind Farm LLC, and the ITC-owned switching station is 
being constructed at Big Blue Wind Farm’s requested point of interconnection, which is 
adjacent to the collector substation being constructed as part of the generation project, 
which has applied for a site permit in Docket No. IP6851/WS-10-1238.   
 
ITC is a transmission-owning member of the Midwest Independent Transmission System 
Operator (Midwest ISO), and under the Midwest ISO tariff, ITC is obligated to construct 
facilities necessary to provide safe and reliable interconnection of new generating 
facilities.  The interconnection of Big Blue Wind Farm’s generating facility has been 
evaluated under the Midwest ISO tariff, and it has been determined that the generating 
facility can be safely and reliably connected to the transmission system upon completion 
of construction of the switching station.  
 
The Midwest ISO, ITC, and Big Blue Wind Farm are all parties to an agreement that 
provides for the construction of the new 161 kV switching station and interconnection of 
the generating facility.  The agreement conforms to Midwest ISO’s FERC approved 
tariff.  A copy of the agreement is posted on the Midwest ISO web site at  
 
https://www.midwestiso.org/Library/Repository/Contract%20Legal%20Regulatory/Interc
onnection%20Agreement/ITC%20Midwest%20LLCBig%20Blue%20Wind%20Farm%2
0LLC%20LGIA%20G358%20SA1828%202nd%20Rev%20PUBLIC%20VER.pdf . 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Minnesota Rule 7850.4800 establishes the standard for determining whether a change in 
a high voltage transmission line is a minor alteration. The rule provides that, “A minor 
alteration is a change in…a high voltage transmission line that does not result in 
significant changes in human or environmental impact of the facility.” 
 
The proposed construction of the Faribault Switch Station will not result in significant 
changes in the human or environmental impacts of the facilities and therefore qualifies as 
a minor alteration. 
 

 The closest landowner is approximately 500 feet to the west of the subject parcel.  
Impacts to adjacent landowners during phases of construction will be minimized.  
There may be minor noise and dust impacts at times during construction, but such 
impacts will not be significant.   
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 Aesthetic impacts to adjacent property owners are expected to be minimal.  This 
project will not have any adverse effects on the existing landscape.  The loss of 
wildlife habitat will be minimal. 

 The construction of the transmission switching station will conform to all local 
minimum setback requirements. 

 There will be no new tree clearing for this project.  The subject parcel is currently 
agricultural and planted with crops.  There will be no forest impacts and minimal 
agricultural impacts due to the construction of the transmission switching station.  

 Access to the subject parcel is from a paved County road onto ITC property. 
Vehicles will be able to travel from the paved County road to the subject parcel 
without crossing others’ private property. 

 The construction of the transmission switching station on the subject parcel will 
have no significant human or environmental impacts. 

 
NOTICE AND COMMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 
Minnesota Rule 7850.4800, Subpart 2, provides that the Commission shall mail notice of 
receipt of the application to those persons on the general list and to those persons on the 
project contact list if such a list exists. The commission shall provide at least a ten day 
period for interested persons to submit comments on the application or to request the 
matter be brought to the commission for consideration. 
 
Pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7829.0700, ITC requests that the following persons be placed 
on the Commission’s official list for this matter: 
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 David Gross     Dave Grover 
 Associate Community Relations Rep. Manager, Regulatory Strategy 
 ITC Midwest     ITC Midwest 
 20789 780th Avenue         444 Cedar Street, Suite 1020 
 Albert Lea, MN  56007   St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Utility Employee Responsible for Filing 
 
 David Gross      
 Associate Community Relations Rep.     
 ITC Midwest      
 20789 780th Avenue     
 Albert Lea, MN  56007 
 (507) 377-6000 ext. 2004 office 
 (507) 320-2422 cell 
 (507) 377-1190 fax  
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