
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
September 26, 2011 
 
Dr. Burl W. Haar 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Re:      Freeborn to Hayward 161kV Transmission Line Rebuild –  

Request for Minor Alteration Authorization 
 
Dear Dr. Haar: 
 
ITC Midwest LLC (“ITC”) is electronically filing this request for a Minor Alteration 
authorization pursuant to Minnesota Statute 216E.16 and Minnesota Rule 7850.4800.  We will 
also provide three paper copies of this request to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission and 
the Minnesota Office of Energy Security via US mail. 
 
ITC proposes to rebuild, with no increase in voltage, the Freeborn to Hayward 161kV high 
voltage transmission line from the Freeborn Switch Station to the Hayward Substation in 
Freeborn County.  The approximately 11 mile route is located immediately east and north of 
Albert Lea, Minnesota.  The majority of the 161kV line rebuild will be constructed within the 
existing transmission corridor using existing easements.  A small portion of the line, shown in 
Figure 2, requires new easements.  The line route was modified slightly in this location to 
accommodate local setback requirements due to a drainage ditch in this area.   
 
Please call me at (507) 377-6000 ext. 2004 with any questions regarding this filing. Thank you 
for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ David Gross 
David Gross 
Associate Community Relations Representative 
 
Enclosure 
 
Cc: Wayne Sorensen, Freeborn County Planning & Zoning Administrator – w/encl. (1) 
 Deborah Pile, Department of Commerce – w/encl. (3) 
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LINE

         Docket No. ________________ 

 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Project components subject to Commission minor alteration determination consist of the 
following: 
 
Freeborn to Hayward 161kV Transmission Line Rebuild:  The existing Freeborn to 
Hayward 161kV transmission line was constructed in the 1950s.  The rebuild of the 
existing 161kV line will replace the current wood “H” frame structures and existing 
conductors.  A new 440 MVA 161 kV line will be constructed using steel monopole 
structures.  The majority of the rebuild will follow the existing transmission corridor 
using existing easements.  The existing transmission line route is shown in Figure 1.  
There is one exception to use of existing easements for the small section of the line 
illustrated in Figure 2.  This section of the line, approximately 1 mile in length, required 
new easements to accommodate line relocation to comply with local setback 
requirements adjacent to a drainage ditch.  Eight structures will comprise this section of 
line.     
 
The Freeborn to Hayward route is located immediately east and north of Albert Lea, MN 
extending from the ITC Freeborn Switch Station to the ITC Hayward Substation.  The 
complete line segment comprises approximately 11 miles in length.  The total cost of this 
project is estimated at $12,060,000.   
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Maps showing the entire project area and additional detail where new right-of-way will 
be utilized are enclosed.  (Figures 1 and 2, respectively) 
 
The approximate project start date for the line rebuild is November 1, 2011 with a 
projected in-service date of May 1, 2012. 
 
PROJECT NEED 
 
Wisconsin Power and Light Company (“WP&L”) interconnected the 200 MW Bent Tree 
wind powered generating facility to the ITC transmission system in September 2010.  To 
enable the interconnection of the Bent Tree generating facility, a new 161 kV switching 
station, Freeborn Switching Station, was constructed approximately 11 miles from ITC’s 
Hayward substation on the Hayward to Winnebago 161 kV line.   
  
The interconnection of the 200 MW generating facility was in accordance with the terms 
of a Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) Provisional 
Generator Interconnection Agreement, pursuant to the MISO Open Access Transmission, 
Energy and Operating Reserve Markets Tariff (“Tariff”).  MISO performed the necessary 
reliability studies for the interconnection of the generating facility, but requisite MISO 
studies that provide assessment of the collective impact of groups of queued projects and 
assign cost responsibility for necessary Network Upgrades to each of those individual 
projects within those groups, have not been completed.  The Provisional Generator 
Interconnection Agreement provides that operation of the 200 MW generating facility is 
subject to curtailment until such time as the Network Upgrades required by the MISO 
interconnection studies have been identified and have been constructed and placed in 
service.   
  
Because the output of the WP&L generating facility is currently subject to frequent 
curtailment due to overload of the Freeborn to Hayward 161 kV line, WP&L requested 
ITC to upgrade the capacity of the line.  In January 2011, ITC and WP&L entered into a 
Facilities Construction Agreement, under the provisions of the Tariff, to provide for the 
upgrade of the Freeborn to Hayward 161 kV line.  The upgrade of the Freeborn to 
Hayward 161 kV line will not only provide greater generation outlet for the WP&L 
project and other MISO generation projects, it will also increase the reliability of the 
area’s transmission system by rebuilding a 55 year old line. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Minnesota Rule 7850.4800 establishes the standard for determining whether a change in 
a high voltage transmission line is a minor alteration. The rule provides that, “A minor 
alteration is a change in…a high voltage transmission line that does not result in 
significant changes in human or environmental impact of the facility.” 
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The proposed rebuild of the 161kV Freeborn to Hayward transmission line will not result 
in significant changes in the human or environmental impacts of the facilities and 
therefore qualifies as a minor alteration. 
 

 Aesthetic impacts to adjacent property owners will be minimal, since the 
transmission line will be primarily built upon existing easements and the project 
will basically be a pole for pole rebuild.   

 Impacts to adjacent landowners during phases of construction will be minimized.  
There may be minor noise and dust impacts at times during construction, but such 
impacts will not be significant.   

 This project will not have any adverse effects on the existing landscape.  There 
will be no new tree clearing for this project.  This is an existing transmission line 
and the work area is currently agricultural cropland.  There will be no forest 
impacts, and the loss of wildlife habitat will be minimal.  

 The rebuilding of this transmission line will conform to all local minimum 
setback requirements, including drainage ditch setbacks. 

 The rebuilding of this transmission line in its present location will have no 
significant human or environmental impacts. 

 
NOTICE AND COMMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 
Minnesota Rule 7850.4800, Subpart 2, provides that the Commission shall mail notice of 
receipt of the application to those persons on the general list and to those persons on the 
project contact list if such a list exists. The commission shall provide at least a ten day 
period for interested persons to submit comments on the application or to request the 
matter be brought to the commission for consideration. 
 
Pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7829.0700, ITC requests that the following persons be placed 
on the Commission’s official list for this matter: 
 
 David Gross     Dave Grover 
 Associate Community Relations Rep. Manager, Regulatory Strategy 
 ITC Midwest     ITC Midwest 
 20789 780th Avenue         444 Cedar Street, Suite 1020 
 Albert Lea, MN  56007   St. Paul, MN 55101 
 dgross@itctransco.com   dgrover@itctransco.com 
 
Utility Employee Responsible for Filing 
 
 David Gross      
 Associate Community Relations Representative     
 ITC Midwest      
 20789 780th Avenue     
 Albert Lea, MN  56007 
 (507) 377-6000 ext. 2004 office 
 (507) 320-2422 cell    (507) 377-1190 fax  
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CONCLUSION 

 
ITC respectfully requests the Commission authorize the Freeborn to Hayward 161kV 
Transmission Line Rebuild as a minor alteration, as provided in Minnesota Rule 
7850.4800. 
 
 
Dated: September 26, 2011 
 
ITC Holdings, Inc.  
d/b/a ITC Midwest LLC 
 
 
 
By:      /s/ David Gross_______________________________ 
  
 David Gross 
 Associate Community Relations Representative 
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