
XcelEnergy
414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401-1993

June 14, 2010

Dr. Burl W. Haar
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: Notice of Election to Seek Local Review and Approval of Proposed Structure Replacement
on Existing 115 kV Transmission Line, Courtland Township, Nicollet County, Minnesota

Dear Dr. Haar:

In accordance with the Power Plant Siting Act, Minn. Stat. § 216E.05, subd. 3, and Minn. R. 7850.5300,
subp. 3, this letter, filed via eFiling, serves as the required notice to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission) ~at Nol~hem States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (Xcel Energy or
Applicant) intends to seek local review and approval to make the necessary improvements to an existing 115
kilovolt (kV) transmission line in Courtland Township, Nicollet County, Minnesota (Project).

Xcel Energy has determined that several of the structures associated with the Project are settling and are in
need of replacement (see attached Figure 1). The Project area follows along the section line between
Sections 30 and 31 and Sections 29 and 32 in Township 110, Range 29 W.

The Project essentially consists of installing pole structures to replace the faulty structures mad transferring
the existing transmission line to the new structm’es. Five of the structures either being replaced or constructed
are within Swan Lake WMA. Easement modifications have been agreed to which will allow and support the
proposed new transmission line location.

The existing line currently follows a non-linear path thru the Swan Lake Wildlife Management Area (Swan
Lake WMA) where two of the four existing structures in the water body are leaning badly and consequently
need to be replaced. The existing transmission line will be transferred onto the new structures once they are
installed. The line voltage will remain the same. However, easement modifications will be required as a
result of realigning the transmission line as shown in Figure 1.

The Project will specifically involve the following construction activities:

1. temporary access will be created to the four new structure locations and the six existing structure
locations;

2. two concrete piling foundations will be constructed for the new single pole structures located
within the water body;
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3. construct two new single pole structures (approximately 95 feet tall) mounted on the concrete
pilings within the water body;

4. direct embed the foundations for the two five-pole structures to be located in upland areas on
either side of the water body (maximum height of 88 feet);

5. transfer the existing transmission lines (conductors) from the existing structures to the new
structures (approximately 3,100 feet);

6. remove the foul" existing wood H-frame structures from the water body and the two existing give
poles structul’es from the upland areas; and

7. restore site conditions.

Once complete, the Project will provide stable structures for the transmission line crossing the water body. It
will also result in a net loss of two structures within the water body and a straighter, more in-line route
crossing the Swan Lake WMA.

Xcel Energy intends to permit the Project through the local unit of government with jurisdiction to
permit the Project, the Nicollet County Environmental Services Department. Nicollet County staff has
indicated they are willing to review and permit the Project. On June 11, 2010, the Applicant
submitted to Nicollet County a written request for a Zoning Permit for the Project. Pursuant to Minn.
Stat. § 216E.05, subd. 1 (b) and Minn. R. 7850.5300, subp. 4, Nicollet County has been notified that it
has 60 days to refer permitting the Project to the Commission. Additionally, the Applicant is working
with other applicable regulatory agencies to obtain Project.specific required permits regarding water
crossing and wetlands.

In accordance with Minn. R. 7850.5300, subp. 3, the Applicant has provided notice to those persons
on the general notification list that a permit for the Project has been applied for from Nicollet County.
Questions regarding this Project should be directed to Robert Redding, Nicollet County
Environmental Services Department, at (507) 934-0251, or me at (612) 330-6956. Thank you for
your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

XCEL ENERGY

James Fritz
Permitting Analyst

Robert Reddhag, Nicollet County Environmental Services Department - w/enc.
Deborah Pile, Office of Energy Security - w/eric.
General List of Interested Persons - w/enc.

Enc: Figure 1
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Figure 1
Xcel Line 0837 Rebuild Nicollet County Parcel
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