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Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
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St. Paul, MN 55101

RE:  Worthington Public Utilities: Nobles County 115 kV Transmission Project

Dear Dr. Haar:

In accordance with the Power Plant Siting Act, Minnesota Statutes Section 216E.05, subd. 3, this
letter is to provide official notice to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission that Worthington
Public Utilities (WPU) has elected to seek local approval for the construction of a new 115 kV
transmission line in Worthington, Minnesota.

The transmission line project includes constructing a new 2.7 mile long line and rebuilding an
existing 1.0 mile 69 kV line to 115 kV standards. The lines are located entirely within the limits
of Nobles County, Minnesota, with a majority of the line located within the city limits of
Worthington. The new line will serve to connect the two existing WPU electric substations,
thereby looping the transmission system through WPU’s electric facilities. The existing line is
being rebuilt to upgrade to 115 kV design. WPU will own both transmission lines. The new
facilities are being constructed to improve the reliability of our system. Enclosed is a drawing
which shows the planned route of the new line.

After visiting with Ray Kirsch, it is our understanding that the City of Worthington or Nobles
County could be the responsible governmental unit (RGU) for this project. The City and County
have discussed the project and have agreed that Nobles County will take the lead as the RGU,
Therefore, WPU will permit the project through the Nobles County’s conditional use permit
process.

Questions regarding the conditional use permit or conditional use permit process should be
directed to Wayne Smith, Environmental Services Director, Nobles County, at 507-295-5322 and
questions regarding the project should be directed to me at 507-372-8687 or
shain@worthingtonutilities.com.

Scott Hé.in,
General Manager

Enclosure
cc: Wayne Smith, Environmental Services Director, Nobles County
Brad Chapulis, Director of Community/Economic Development, City of Worthington
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