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Project Need:
Electrical Load growth in the North Mankato area is greater than 
recent projections anticipated and, with several additional loads in the 
planning stages, is estimated to continue to grow in the near future.  
To reliably serve these loads, an electrical distribution substation is 
needed in the area of North Mankato and Belgrade Township.

Project Goal/Description:
Construct a 115 kV distribution substation (“Northport Substation,” 
see Figure 1) and approximately 1.1 miles of 115 kV double circuit 
transmission line (see Figure 2) to support that substation. The 
location of proposed Northport Substation is approximately 1/3 of a 
mile north of the existing end of Ringhofer Drive (see Project Map on 
back). This will result in improved electrical reliability, provide 
contingency support for the Johnson and Penelope substations and 
supply a strong second-source to serve, and back-up, electrical 
demands in the North Mankato area. 

The new 115 kV transmission line will consist of six energized 
conductors attached to horizontal post insulators on galvanized steel 
poles. Grounded shield wire will be attached at the top of each pole 
for lightning protection. It is estimated that typical pole heights will 
range from 70 to 90 feet above the ground, and the distance between 
poles will range from 350 to 450 feet depending on terrain and 
physical features.  All energized substation equipment is located 
inside a chain link fence providing safety and security. 

Schedule:
Local/State Permitting: ----------------------------------1st Quarter 2012 
Footings/Foundations: ----------------------------------------Spring 2012 
Transmission Line Construction-----------Late Summer / Fall 2012 
Project Completion ---------------------------------------November 2012 

For project updates and information, visit greatriverenergy.com/northport or contact:

GREAT RIVER ENERGY 
12300 Elm Creek Boulevard 

Maple Grove, MN 55369-4718 
1-888-521-0130 

www.greatriverenergy.com 

BENCO ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
20946 – 549 Avenue, PO Box 8 

Mankato, MN 56002-0008 
1-888-792-3626 

www.benco.coop 

Northport Substation and 115 kV transmission line 

Peter Schaub 
Great River Energy 

12300 Elm Creek Boulevard 
Maple Grove, MN 55369-4718 

763-445-5976
1-888-521-0130  ext. 5976 
pschaub@GREnergy.com 

Dick Hiniker 
Benco Electric Cooperative 

20946 549th Avenue, P.O. Box 8 
Mankato, MN 56002-0008 

507-387-7963
1-888-792-3626

dick.hiniker@benco.coop 

Figure 1 
Typical 115 kV distribution 

substation 

Figure 2 
Typical 115 kV structure 
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