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, W minnesota power

AN/ALLETE COMIPANY
&

30 west superior street / duluth, minnesota 55802-2093 / fax: 218-723-3955 /www.allete.com

David R. Moeller
Senior Attorney
218-726-3963

dmoeller@allete.com
May 21, 2013

VIA E-FILING

Dr. Burl W. Haar

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7" Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: 115 kV Switching Station and Transmission Line Local Review

Dear Dr. Haar:

In accordance with the Power Plant Siting Act, Minn. Stat. § 216E.05, subd. 3, this letter serves as the
required notice to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) that Minnesota Power has
elected to seek local review approval for the construction of an approximately 0.7-mile 115 kV high
voltage transmission line and electrical switching station within the corporate boundaries of the City of
Silver Bay, Minnesota.

The proposed switching station would be located entirely within Section 32 of T56N-R7W. The
proposed 115 kV transmission line route would be located in Sections 31, and 32 of TS6N-R7W. The
proposed transmission line will originate from the proposed switching station and switch into an existing
high voltage transmission line, located on the south end of the proposed route (see attached Figure 1-1).

The City of Silver Bay will be conducting the environmental review for the project. Upon completion of
the environmental review, Minnesota Power will also need to obtain a building permit from the City of
Silver Bay prior to construction. A permit application for the project was submitted to the City of Silver
Bay on May 16, 2013 and the City has been informed that it has 60 days to refer permitting to the
Commission.

Questions regarding this project should be directed to Dan McCourtney, Minnesota Power, at 218-355-
3515 or Lana Fralich, City of Silver Bay Administrator, at 218-226-4408. Thank you for your attention
to this matter.

Sincerely,

Llaeer R Wetlte.

David Moeller
Senior Attorney
JBA:sr
Enc.
cc: MPUC’s General List of Interested Persons
Deborah Pile, Department of Commerce, Energy Facility Permitting
Lana Fralich, City of Silver Bay
Dan McCourtney, Minnesota Power
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In the Matter of 115 kV Switching Station CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
and Transmission Line Local Review MPUC Docket No.: TBD

Rachel L. Rolseth certifies that on the 21* day of May, 2013, she efiled true and
correct copies of Minnesota Power's 115 kV Switching Station and Transmission Line Local
Review, via eDockets (www.edockets.state.mn.us). Said document was also served via U.S.
Mail and email as designated on the General List of persons interested in PUC power plants
and transmission lines, on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission as required
by Minnesota Rule 7850.5300, subpart 3, a copy of said General List is attached hereto.

/s/ Rachel L. Rolseth
Rachel L. Rolseth
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STATE OF MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

May 23, 2013

David Moeller
Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55802

Lana Fralich

City of Silver Bay

7 Davis Drive

Silver Bay, MN 55614

RE: Local Review of Minnesota Power’s 115 kV Transmission Line and Switching
Station Project in Silver Bay, Minnesota, Docket No. E-015/LR-13-400

Dear Mr. Moeller and Ms. Fralich:

This letter confirms that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) has received
notification that Minnesota Power has decided to pursue local review approval to construct 0.7
miles of 115 kilovolt (kV) transmission line and an electric switching station in the city of Silver
Bay, Minnesota.

Under the Minn. Stat. § 216E, a route permit from the Commission is required for most high-
voltage transmission lines that are greater than 100 kV. However, certain projects may be
eligible for review and permitting by local units of government with jurisdiction instead of filing
with the Commission. The 115 kV transmission line and substation proposed by Minnesota
Power is eligible for local review pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216E.0S.

Minnesota Power has indicated that the city of Silver Bay is the local government unit with
jurisdiction to conduct environmental review and permit the proposed project. A permit
application for the project was filed with the city on May 16, 2013. Under Minn. Stat. § 216E.05,
subd. 1(b), a local unit of government may relinquish its jurisdiction by requesting the
Commission to assume jurisdiction and make a decision on the permit. The request must be filed
within 60 days after an application for the proposed project has been filed.

Under Minn. Rules, part 7850.5300, subp. 5, an environmental assessment must be prepared by
the local unit of government with jurisdiction over the project. Specific requirements with regard
to the environmental review process include providing an opportunity for the public to
participate in the development of the scope of the environmental assessment before it is
prepared; publishing notice in the EQB Monitor of when the assessment is available for review
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PUC Docket Number: E-015/LR-13-400

and of the procedure for commenting on the assessment; and withholding a final decision on the
project until at least ten days after the notice appears in the EQB Monitor. A copy of the
environmental assessment must be provided to the Commission upon completion, and may be
filed using the Commission’s electronic filing system
(https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling).

This letter acknowledges that Minnesota Power has also sent the required notice under Minn.
Rules, part 7850.5300, subp. 3, to those persons on the Commission’s general notification list
that a permit has been applied for from the local unit of government.

If you have any questions, please direct them to Scott Ek (651-201-2255) of the Commission staff.

Sincerely,

(ot Yo

Burl W. Haar
Executive Secretary

Cc: Deb Pile, Department of Commerce
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