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Proposed 115 kV Transmission Line - Redwood Falls Area

SOUTHERN MINNESOTA
MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY

Southern Minnesota
Municipal Power Agency
500 First Avenue SW
Rochester, MN 55902-3303
1-800-237-8992

Redwood Falls Public Utilities
333 S Washington St
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
1- 507-637-5755

wWww.smmpa.com www.ci.redwood-falls.mn.us

Project Need

Redwood Falls Public Utilities (RFPU) is planning to add an electric distribution substation on the east side of the City
along County Road 1. This project is needed to keep up with increasing electrical demand within the City and to
provide necessary system reliability. Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (SMMPA), power supplier to
Redwood Falls Public Utilities, is planning to construct new 115 kV (115,000 volts) transmission line facilities from

RFPU's existing West Substation to RFPU’s new East Substation.

Planned Project (Shown on Map on Back)

SMMPA's new construction transmission line project will consist of approximately 5.0 miles of overhead 115 kV
transmission line. To lessen impact to agricultural and residential property use along the line route, SMMPA is

proposing a route that will follow existing road right-of-ways or utility-easement corridors.

The proposed route of the overhead line would begin at RFPU’s West Substation near
the intersection of Hwy 19 and Westfalls Drive, follow Hwy 19 west to Laser Ave,
continue south to a point on the south side of the Redwood River, then east to Ramsey
St, turning south along Ramsey St to 327" st, and continuing east and then north along
327" St to Normandale Road. From Normandale Road, the line would continue east for
approximately 1.5 miles, and then continue north for 0.5 miles to a new substation site.
Poles will primarily be wood single-pole structures (see photo at right). Guy wires and
anchors may be required in areas, but will be minimized to the extent possible to lessen
the impact on agricultural activities. The transmission lines will carry four wires (three
electrical and one for lightning protection). In certain areas, RFPU’s or the rural electric
cooperative’s distribution line may be underbuilt on SMMPA’s new transmission line
structures.

An easement will be requested from landowners that will have transmission line poles or
an overhang of the wires or apparatus on their property. The easement will provide for
such things as construction and maintenance access, vegetation control and structure
limitations in the easement area. The majority of the easement area will still be allowed
for use by the landowner for such things as farming activities, drainage systems,
underground utilities and access drives. A fair offer of compensation will be presented
along with the easement to landowners.

Project Schedule

Easement ACQUISItION .......cccvevvveeiiiviiiieeeee e
Project Permitting..........ooocuvvieieiiiiiiiiieeee e
ConStruction Start .........ccccceeeviiiee i

Contact

Rick Hettwer
Manager of Power Delivery
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
507-285-0478
ri.hettwer@smmpa.org

..................... Fall 2010 - Winter 2010/2011
............................. Fall 2010 — Spring 2010
...................................... Summer/Fall 2011

Chuck Heins
Public Utilities Superintendent
Redwood Falls Public Utilities
507-627-1301
cheins@ci.redwood—falls.mn.u'a_3
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December 16, 2010

Richard Hettwer

Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
500 First Ave. SW

Rochester, MN 55902

Chuck Heins Brian Balstad

Redwood Falls Public Utilities Redwood County Government Center
333 S. Washington St. 403 S. Mill st., PO Box 130
Redwood Falls, MN 56283 Redwood Falls, MN 56283

Re: Local Review of Redwood County 115 kV Transmission Line and Substation
Commission Docket Number: ET9, E298/LR-10-1272

Dear Mr. Hettwer, Mr. Heins, and Mr. Balstad,

Greetings. This letter confirms that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
has received notification that Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (SMMPA) and
Redwood Falls Public Utilities (RFPU) intend to seek local review to construct a new 5-mile
long 115 kilovolt (kV) transmission line and associated substation (“East Substation”). The new
transmission line and substation would be located in the City of Redwood Falls and within the
Redwood County townships of Delhi, Redwood Falls, and Paxton.

Under the Power Plant Siting Act, a permit from the Commission is required for transmission
line projects over 100 kV (Minn. Stat. § 216E). However, local review and permitting is
possible for eligible projects (Minn. Stat. § 216E.05). For such projects, a utility may apply to a
local unit of government instead of the Commission for a permit to build the project. This letter
confirms that SMMPA and RFPU’s proposed project is eligible for local review.

SMMPA and RFPU have indicated that Redwood County is the local unit of government with
jurisdiction to permit this project. A conditional use permit application was submitted to
Redwood County on December 6, 2010. A local unit of government may relinquish its
permitting jurisdiction by requesting that the Commission assume jurisdiction within 60 days of
the filing of an application with the local unit of government (Minn. Rules 7850.5300, Subp. 4).

An environmental review process, including the development of an environmental assessment
(EA), must be conducted by the local unit of government with jurisdiction over the project
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(Minn. Rules 7850.5300). This letter acknowledges that Redwood County is the responsible
governmental unit for the proposed project and associated environmental review.

Specific requirements with regard to the environmental review process include (Minn. Rules
7850.5300, Subp. 5):

(1) Providing an opportunity for the public to participate in the development of the scope of
the environmental assessment (EA) before it is prepared,

(2) Publishing notice in the EQB Monitor when the assessment is available for review and
the procedure for commenting on the assessment, and

(3) Withholding a final decision on the project until at least ten days after the notice appears
in the EQB Monitor.

Redwood County must also provide a copy of the environmental assessment to the Commission
when it is completed (Minn. Rules 7850.5300, Subp. 5). Electronic filing (eFiling) of the
environmental assessment is encouraged (https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling). Files of
less than five megabytes (5 MB) in size are also encouraged.

Finally, this letter confirms that SMMPA and RFPU have sent the required notice to those
persons on the Commission’s general notification list that a permit has been applied for from a
local unit of government (Minn. Rules 7850.5300, Subp. 3).

Please contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Ray Kirsch

Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us

651-296-7588

cc: Burl Haar, Commission
Bob Cupit, Commission
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- THE CIEY OF

MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY R ]ﬁ'ﬁ)&‘{&%

Bringing power to your life.

December 2, 2010 T
DEC ¢ ¢

Brian Balstad C 0 6 2010

Redwood County Government Center CiIyor ., . i

403 South Mill Street e

P.O. Box 130

Redwood Falls, MN 56283

RE: Southern MN Municipal Power Agency’s (SMMPA) and
The City Of Redwood Falls Conditional Sue Permit Application for a Proposed
115 kV Transmission Line and a Proposed East Substation

Dear Mr. Balstad:

Enclosed is an application for a Redwood County Conditional Use Permit (“CUP”) for
SMMPA’s proposed 115 kV transmission line and the City of Redwood Falls proposed
East Substation. Also enclosed is a check in the amount of $650 for the county fee
associated for this application.

SMMPA and the City of Redwood Falls agree the sixty (60) day deadline set forth at
Minnesota Statutes Section 15.99 shall not commence until the Environmental
Assessment (“EA”) regarding the aforementioned project has been completed and
approved, in writing, by Redwood County. Therefore, the sixty (60) day time deadline
shall be waived to this extent.

Let us know if you need anything from SMMPA or Redwood Falls in order to complete
the EA or the CUP for this project.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Richard Hettwer Chuck Heins

SMMPA City of Redwood Falls
BIH:rw:2k10065

enlcosures

} APEEINNERY] 500 FIRST AVENUE SW / ROCHESTER, MN 55902-3303 [ tel 507-285-0478 [ fax 507-292-6414 / www.smmpda.com
] 2003, 2004 & 2010 C-1



Redwood County Environmental Office - PO Box 130, Redwood Falls, MN 56283 Phone: (507} 637-4023

Y
s - B Application for Conditional Use Permit

Recdwood County

www.co.redwood.mn.us

Permit # 10 Date:
Location of Proposed Use: '
Address: .Caim Close Road City: Redwood Falls State: MN Zip: 56283
Hotie # Sirest Naie
Parcel #: 62-005-2150 Township: Paxton Section: 5 Twp#: T-112-N  Range: R-35-W

Legal Description:

'Substation will be located at: TR 435.60' X 5007' IN NWFR1/4 (5.00 acres); 115 kV overhead transmission line will
.pass through Section 36 of Delhi Township, Sections 1, 2, 11, and/or 12 of Redwood Falls Township, Sections 5, 6, 7,
-and/or 8 of Paxton Township. ;

Information about the Site:

Zoning District: Limited Industry

General description of the building or request:

‘Construction and operation of a new 115 kV to 13.8 kV local distribution substation {"East substation”} and 115 kV
overhead transmission fine commencing at existing West substation and proceeding five (5) miles to new East
substation along the following propased route: commencing at existing West Substation and proceeding West
along Highway 19 to Laser Avenue, then South to a point on South side of Redwood River, then East to Ramsey
%Street, then South along Ramsey Street to 327th Street, then East and North along 327th Street to Normandale
'Road, then East for approximately 1.5 miles, and then North for 0.5 miles to new East substation. Overhead
‘transmission lines wil consist of four (4} wires and will be suspended from wood single-pole structures. Guy wires
fand anchors will be constructed along route as necessary. RFPU's or rural electric coop's distribution line may be
‘underhuilt on new transmission line structures. All necessary easements will be acquired. A 28' x 36' control
fhuiiding, an electrical substation, and a fence measuring 180" x 155' will be constructed on site. Ng other structures
‘will be located on site. See attached fact sheet & project map.

Type of occupancy:

iEssential Service Line & Structure

Building Size: (please enter dimensions in feet}
Width: Length: Diameter:
Sidewall Heigbht: Total Height:

Setbacks: {Please enter in feet}

Side Yard Sethack: 35 Direction: North

Side Yard Setback: 310 Direction: South

Rear Yard Setback: 150 Direction: East

Road Type: Setback from the Center of the Road: 73

Right-of-Way Footage: 33 ft

General Contractor:
Name: Project bids will be accepted at a later date City: State: MN
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Sewer System Contractor; _
Name: - City: State: MN

Type of Sewer System:

Drainage Plan:

:Surface w_a__te_rw.i.lt _be appropriately drained; Drainage plan will be prepared
Water Usage (estimated gallons per day):

Soil Type 1:

Soil Type 2:

Estimated Date of Completion: 12/31/2012

Other Information:

iContact infofmation for co-applicant SMMPA is as foflows: Richard Hettwer, 500 First Avenue Southwest,
‘Rochester, MN 55902, telephone (507) 285-0478. Contact information for co-applicant RFPU is as follows: Chuck
‘Heins, 333 South Washington Street, Redwood Falls, MN 56283, telephone (507) 637-5785.

Applicant Information:

First Name: Last Name: 7
Business: Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (SMMPA) & Redwood Falls Public Utilities (RFPU)
Address:, City: State: MN Zip:
Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Land Owner Information;

First Name: City of Redwood Falis Last Name:

| affirm that the forgoing information is true and accurate. | understand that if any portion of this information is faise or
materially misteading, any conditional use permit issued in reliance upon this information is voidable at the election of

Redwood County.

Land Owner Signatureza.%\, W %,«. Date: / Z/ Z/ J2>)
SMMA/(- ey of Raﬂmcﬁﬁrc”_r

Office Use Only: * The section below is to be filled out by the Environmental Office Staff

CUP Permit Fee:  $650.00  Receipt #: Date Approved:

Commission Action: County Board Action:

Approved: Date: Approved: Date:
Disapproved: Date: Disapproved: Date:
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Southern Minnesota
Municipal Power Agency Redwood Falls Public Utitities
500 First Avenue SW 333 S Washington St
Rochester, MN §5902-3303 Redwood Fails, MN 56283
1-800-237-8992 1- 507-637-5755
WWWw.Smmpa.com www.ci.redwood-falls.mn.us

Project Need

Redwood Falls Public Utilities (RFPU) is planning to add an electric distribution substation on the east side of the City
along County Road 1. This project is needed to keep up with increasing electrical demand within the City and to
provide necessary system reliability. Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (SMMPA), power supplier to
Redwood Falls Public Utilities, is planning to construct new 115 kV {115,000 volts) transmission line facilities from

RFPU's existing West Substation to RFPU's new East substation.

Planned Project (Shown on Map on Back)

SMMPA’s new construction transmission line project wili consist of approximately 5.0 miles of overhead 115 kV
transmission line. To lessen impact to agricultural and residential properly use along the line route, SMMPA is

proposing a route that will follow existing road right-of-ways or utility-easement cormdors.

The proposed route of the overhead line would begin at RFPU's West Substation near
the intersection of Hwy 19 and Westfails Drive, follow Hwy 19 west to Laser Ave,
continue south to a point on the south side of the Redwood River, then east to Ramsey
St, tuming south along Ramsey St to 327" St, and continuing east and then north along
327" St to Normandale Road. From Normandale Road, the line would continue east for
approximately 1.5 miles, and then continue north for 0.5 miles to a new substation site.
Poles will primarity be wood single-pole structures (see photo at right). Guy wires and
anchors may be required in areas, but will be minimized to the extent possible to lessen
the impact on agricuitural activities. The transmission lines will carry four wires (three
electrical and one for lightning protection). In certain areas, RFPU's or the rural electric
cooperative’s distribution line may be uenderbuilt on SMMPA's new transmission line

structures.

An easement will be requested from landowners that will have transmissicn line poles or
an overhang of the wires or apparatus on their property. The easement will provide for
such things as construction and maintenance access, vegetation control and structure
limitations in the easement area. The majority of the easement area will still be allowed
for use by the landowner for such things as farming activities, drainage systems,
underground utilities and access drives. A fair offer of compensation will be
presented along with the easement to landowners.

Project Scheduie

Easement Acquisition .................ooccee e Fall 2010 - Winter 2010/2011
Project Permitting...... ....cooovice e ieniiniene . P 2010 - Spring 2010
Construction Start .. ... et s e e Summer/Fall 2011
Contact
Rick Hettwer Chucek Heins
Manager of Power Delivery Public Utilities Superintendent
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency Redwood Falls Public Utilities
507-285-0478 507-627-1301
fLhetiwer@smmoa.org cheins@ciredwaad-falls.mp.us

10/7/2010
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Permit#

PMease atdd the following items tn the map:

1. New Structure{s) 2. Septic System 3. Well

Dlease see attached.

i affirm that the forgoing information is true and accurate. | understand that if any portion of this information is false or

eliance upon this information is voidable at the election of the

~  pate: { ‘/2/‘3

) Flls o

misleading, any zoning or land use permit issued in r
Redwood County Zoning Administrator.

Landowner Signature: _ _[ %—1 [

S PA

City o Re
. Date:

Administrator Signature: __
fedwood County Zoning Administrater
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Appendix D

List of Acronyms



AM
BMP
CupP
dB
dBA
DNR
DOT

ECS
ELF
EMF
EMI
EPRI
EQB
FEMA
FM

GPS
GSM
Hz
ICD
IEEE
kv

mA
MCBS
MHz
MN
NAC
NHIS
NHPA
NIEHS
NPDES
NRHP
NWI
OES
PCA
PSCW
PUC
PWI

Amplitude modul ated

Best Management Practice
Conditional Use Permit
Decibels

“A-weighted” sound scale (human hearing) recorded in units of decibels

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Minnesota Department of Transportation
Environmental Assessment

Ecologicd Classification System
Extremely Low Fregquency

Electromagnetic Field

Electromagnetic Interference

Electric Power Research Institute
Environmental Quality Board

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Frequency Modulated

Gauss (MG = milligauss)

Global Positioning System

Global System for Mobile Communications
Hertz

Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
Kilovolt

Milliamps

Minnesota County Biological Survey
Megahertz

Minnesota

Noise Area Classifications

Natural Heritage Information System
National Historic Preservation Act

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
National Register of Historic Places
National Wetlands Inventory

Office of Energy Security (Department of Commerce)

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
Public Utilities Commission

Public Waters Inventory

\\barr.com\projects\Mpls\23 MN\64\23641008 Redwood Falls Prop 115kV
Trans\WorkFiles\Documents\Draft_EA\01_Deliverables\20110303\Appendix D - Acronyms.docx



RFPU
ROW
SMMPA

SWPPP
USACE
USEPA
USFWS
USGS
UHF
WHO

Redwood Falls Public Utilities
Right-of-way

Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
State Historic Preservation Office
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Geologica Survey

Ultra-high frequency

World Health Organization

\\barr.com\projects\Mpls\23 MN\64\23641008 Redwood Falls Prop 115kV

Trans\WorkFiles\Documents\Draft_EA\01_Deliverables\20110303\Appendix D - Acronyms.docx
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