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RES America Developments Inc.
12 South 6™ Street

Suite 930

Minneapolis, MN 55402

Phone: 612 746 4028

Fax: 612 746 4068

Email: info@res-americas.com

Web: www.res-americas.com

April __, 2010
VIA U.S. MAIL

Burl W. Haar, Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: In the Matter of the Application of Pleasant Valley Wind LLC for a LWECS Site Permit
for the 300 MW Pleasant Valley Project in Dodge and Mower Counties, Docket No. IP-
6828/WS-09-1197

Dear Dr. Haar:

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216E.05, subd. 3 and Minn. R. 7850.5300, subp.3, Pleasant Valley
Wind, LLC (“Pleasant Valley”) hereby notifies the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission of its
election to seek local approval of transmission line routes for the proposed Pleasant Valley
Project. Additionally, pursuant to Minn. R. 7850.5300, subp. 3, Pleasant Valley will provide this
notice of its election to seek local approval of transmission line routes for the Pleasant Valley
Project to the general notification list for the project.

Pleasant Valley submitted to Mower County on April 1, 2010 applications for Conditional Use
Permits for two 138 kV transmission line routes, one 345 kV transmission line route of less than
1500 feet in length, two 34.5/138 kV substations, and one 138/345 kV substation. The Pleasant
Valley Project is a proposed 300 MW large wind energy conversion system to be located in
Dodge and Mower counties in southeastern Minnesota. Mower County has been notified that it
has 60 days to refer the permitting process to the Commission.

Angie M. Knish, Director Environmental Services of Mower County can be contacted at (507)
437 - 9560 for further information regarding the Pleasant Valley Project and the local
permitting process. Additionally, please feel free to contact me directly with any questions or
concerns. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

Joseph Grennan
Permitting Director
Renewable Energy Systems Americas, Inc.
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| S 1105 % 8™ Ave. NE
COuﬂty Austin, Minnesota 55912
) Kelly Mehus, Office Specialist Sr.

. . Phone: (507) 437-9327
Environmental Services Fax: (507-437-9582)

Planning, Zoning, Permitting ~ %eptic Systems, Recyeling, Solid & Household Hazurdouy Wasts, Water Tegting Lab Feedlots

Thursday, May 06, 2010

Ray Kirsch

Energy Facility Permitting
Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

RE: Aceeptance of Local Review of Transmission and Substation Facilities Associated with the Pleasant
Valley Wind Project
Commission Docket Number: IP6828/LR-09-1198

Dear Mr. Kirsch;

Mower County Board of Commissioners’ met on Tuesday, May 4, 2010, At this regular meeting the Board
voted fo accept the responsibility of local review of the above listed project.

Mower County will proceed with the Environmental Assessment process. Mower County will not take any
final action regarding the conditional use permits, as applied for on April 1, 2010, until the requirement for
the Environmental Assessment is completed. In addition, no final action will be taken on the Conditional
Use Permits until the Certificate of Need is completed for the project as reflected in the letter from the
Office of Energy Security on April 21, 2010, These process preempt MN Statutes 15.99; stopping the
requirement for processing of these applications within 60-day. Once the required proceedings are
completed; the 60-days restarts. :

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Angela M, W
Environmental Services Director

¢c: Joe Grennan, RES Arericas, Inc. — via email
Paul Johnson, RES Americas, Inc, — via email o F
Jeff Broberg, McGhie & Betts —via email
Nicole Lehman, McGhie & Betts — via email

Sincerely,

Angela M., Knish William C. Buckley Jeffrey Weaver Bandy Fredrickson
Liirectoy Environmantal Health Regyecling Center/ . Water Lab Technician
Specialist Solid Waste Officer '

507-437-9560 507-437-9564 507-437-9551 507-437-9563
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April 21, 2010

Joseph Grennan

RES Americas Tne.

1110) West 120% Ave., Suite 400
Broomfield, CO 80021

Angela Knish

Mower County Environmental Services
1105 %4 8Y Ave. NE

Augtin, MN 55012

Re: Local Review of Transmission and Substation Facilities Associated with the
Pleasant Valley Wind Project
Comnigsion Docket Number: TP6828/LR-09-1198

Dear Mr. Grerman and Ms. Knish,

This letter confirms that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) has received
notification that Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC (Pleasant Valley) intends to seek local review of
transmission and substation facilitics associated with the Pleasant Valley Wind Project. The facilities
will connect the proposed Pleasant Valley Wind Project to the electrical transmission grid and will
consist of (1) two 138 kilovolt (kV) transmission lines (6.4 and 7.0 miles in length), (2) one 345 kV
transmission lne of less than 1500 fi. In length, (3) two 34.5/138 kV substations, and (4) one 138/345
kV substation, The facilities will be located in Mower County, tortheast of the City of Austin, Minn.

Under the Power Plant Siting Act, a permit from the Commission is required for transmission line
projects over 100 kV (Minn, Stat, § 216E). However, local review and permitting is possible for
eligible projects. For such projects, a utility or independent power producer may apply to a local unit

- -of-goverrmrent-instead-of the Commission for 2 permit to build the project. This letter confirms that - -
Pleasant Valley's proposed project is eligible for local review (Minn. Stat, § 216E.05).

Pleasant Valley has indicated that Mower County is the local unit of government with jurisdiction to
permit the project. Applications for conditional use permits were submitted to Mower County on
April 1, 2010. A local unit of govemment may relinquish its jurisdiction by requesting the
Commission to assume jurisdiction within 60 days of the filing of an application with the local unit
of government (Minn, Rules 7850,5300, subp. 4).

An environmental review process, including the development of an environmental assessment, must

be conducted by the local unit of government with jurisdiction over the project. This letter
acknowledges that Mower County is the responsible governmental unit for the proposed project and

assooiated environmental review,
BECEIVIE
APR o1 23D
= ) (S — .
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Specific requirements with regard to the environmental review process include:

¢)) providing‘ an opportunity for the public to participate in the development of the scope of the
environmental assessment before it is prepared,

(2) publishing notice in the EQB Monitor when the assessment is available for review and the
procedure for commenting on the assessment, and

(3) withholding a final decision on the project until at least ten days after the notice appears in
the EQB Monitor.

Mower County must also provide g copy of the environmental assessment to the Coramission when it
is completed (Minn. Rules 7850,5300, subp. 5). Electronic filing (eFiling) of the environmental
assessment is encouraged (hitps://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling). Files of less than five

megabytes (5 MB) in size are also encouraged.

This letter confirms that Pleasant Vailey has sent the required notice to those persons on the
Commission’s general notification list that a permit hag been applied for from a local unit of
government (Minn. Rules 7850.5300, subp. 3).

Finally, it should be noted that the proposed transmission and substation facilities are currently being
considered in a Commission certificate of need proceeding as part of the Pleasant Valley Wind
Project (Commission docket number: CN-09-937). Accordingly, permitting of the facilities is
dependent upon a determination by the Commission that the wind project and associated facilities are
needed. Thus, though the environmental review process may proceed, Mower County may not issue
permits for the facilities prior to such a determination.

Please contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Ray Kirsch
Energy Facility Parmitting
Office of Energy Security

raymond . kirsch(@state.mn.us
651-296-7588

¢os Burl Haar, Commission
Bob Cupit, Commigsion
Paul Johnson, RES America Developments Inc.
Brian Meloy, Leonard, Street, and Deinard, P.A.
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AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
STATE OF MINNESOTA
SS
MCGHIE & BETTS ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC.

CHRISTINE MONSON, being first duly sworn, disposes and says: "I am a United States
Citizen, over 30 years of age, employed by a private firm in Minnesota called McGhie & Betts
Environmental Services, Inc.".

On May 19, 2010, acting on behalf of the County, I deposited in the United States Post Office at
Rochester, Minnesota, copies of the attached notice for an ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT enclosed
in sealed envelopes, postage thereon fully prepaid, addressed to the following persons at the addresses
appearing:

MARGARET ARNDORFER KENNETH & DIANE TRUSTEE OF D L D TRUST
MICHAEL E ARNDORFER STOCKDALE DAVID W KUNDERT
72958 170TH ST 76515 180TH ST N1420 WHITE PIGEON RD
GRAND MEADOW MN GRAND MEADOW MN 55936  LAKE GENEVA WI 53147
55936
JARED R JACOBSON RUTH KASTER ALVIN & MERILEE HEIN
72099 STATEHWY 16 RR 3 BOX 12 14147 CO 28

GRAND MEADOW MN 55936  SPRING VALLEY MN 55975 MABEL MN 55954

DELVIN DRINKALL BAARSCH FARMS LLC

REVOCABLE TRUST 201 BROADWAY SPOBOX  LRIAND FOSTER
78330 170TH ST

18355 790TH AVE 189 OSTRANDER MN 55961

OSTRANDER MN 55961 LEROY MN 55951

BRINCKS ENTERPRISE INC ALBERT E LANGDONETUX  DALE & SHAMRA MARTIN

1829 N CARROLL 521 MAPLE LN 16538 780TH AVE
CARROLL IA 51401 SPRING VALLEY MN 55975  OSTRANDER MN 55961
ASHLEY K WOLFE-

SCHMAKEL JAMES KOENIGS g%\{,gi’f%g{gm
JEFFREY J SCHMAKEL PO BOX 96 e
78346 160TH ST MCINTIRE IA 50455 o R OLT A 21401

OSTRANDER MN 55961




MARJORIE SISKOW
16225 770TH AVE
OSTRANDER MN 55961

BRINCKS ENTERPRISE INC
1829 N CARROLL
CARROLL IA 51401

BAARSCHFARMS LLC

201 BROADWAY SPO BOX
189

LEROY MN 55951

ROBERT J & KAREN K
BUNNE

17415 770TH AVE
OSTRANDER MN 55961

DELVIN DRINKALL
REVOCABLE TRUST
18355 790TH AVE
OSTRANDER MN 55961

REVOCABLE LIVING TRUSTS
CARMEN L & THELMA R
START

76411 190TH ST

OSTRANDER MN 55961

KATHERINE BAARSCH
79800 251ST ST
SPRING VALLEY MN 55975

There is a delivery service by United States mail between the places of mailing and places so addressed.

Classde Vvorsp—

Christine Monson, McGhie & Betts Environmental Services, Inc.

Subscubed and sworp to before me
/(2 , 2010,

)é//g%@

this / day of

ool &Jf

N6tary Public ¢/

S BEVERLY E. DELISLE

2] Notary Public-Minnesota
My Commission Expires Jan 31, 2016




1105 % 8™ Ave. NE
Austin, Minnesota 55912

C MINNESOTA ) Kelly Mehus, Office Specialist Sr.
. . Phone: (507) 437-9527
Environmental Services Fax: (507-437-9582)
Planning, Zoning, Permitting ~ Septic Systems, Recycling, Solid & Houschold Hazardous Waste, Water Testing Lab Feedlots
NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that May 4, 2010, the Mower County Board of Commissioners accepted
responsibility for local review and permitting authority for the transmission lines and substation facilities
associated with the Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC Project. Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC, is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Renewable Energy Systems Americas, Inc. (RES Americas).

In accordance with Minn. Rules 7850.5300, Subp. 5, the Mower County Board of Commissioners will hold a
public scoping meeting at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 1, 2010 located in the Lower Level of the Mower
County Courthouse, 201 1% St NE, Austin, Minnesota to consider the following:

Mower County hereby invites public input on the scope of an Environmental Assessment to be prepared
regarding two (2) proposed 138 kV transmissions lines (north and south); one (1) proposed 345 kV transmission
line (east); and three (3) proposed substation facilities to link the proposed Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC project
within the Great River Energy’s Pleasant Valley Substation. Please note that RES Ameticas does not have
eminent domain authority and the proposed route locations result from voluntary agreements with landowners.
This action is taken in accordance with Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 7850.

Applications for Conditional Use Permits were previously submitted by Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC to the
Mower County Planning Commission to build and operate transmission lines and substation facilities associated
with the Pleasant Valley Wind Project. The conditional use permitting process for this project will proceed
after the Environmental Assessment has been completed.

Full Project Description. Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC, proposes and is seeking state permits for a Large Wind
Energy Conversion System (LWECS) of 300 MW using between 130 and 200 utility scale wind turbine
generators, depending on what turbines are ultimately selected. Turbines between 1.6 MW and 2.3 MW in
nameplate capacity are under consideration. Two turbine models are under consideration; each has a hub height
of 80 meters (262 feet). In addition to the wind turbines, the project would include access roads, six (6)
temporary and two (2) permanent meteorological towers, electrical collection system, three (3) substations, and
three (3) transmission lines. Please note that the State of Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is the
permitting authority for the LWECS (Docket No. IP 6828/WS-09-1197) and Certificate of Need (CON)
(Docket No. IP 6828/CN-09-937). For details of this process or document contents, please refer to
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html for more information.

Angela M. Knish William C. Buckley Jeffrey Weaver Sandy Fredrickson
Director Environmental Health Recycling Center/ Water Lab Technician
Specialist Solid Waste Officer

507-437-9560 507-437-9564 507-437-9551 507-437-9563




1105 % 8™ Ave. NE
Austin, Minnesota 55912

- MINNESOTA ) Kelly Mehus, Office Specialist Sr.
. . Phone: (507) 437-9527
Environmental Services Fax: (507-437-9582)
Planning, Zoning, Permitting Septic Systems, Recycling, Solid & Household Hazardous Waste, Water Testing Lab Feedlots

THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING WILL FOCUS ONLY
ON THE PROPOSED TRANSMISSION LINE ROUTES AND SUBSTATION FACILITIES. Two substations will step up
the voltage from the 34.5 kV feeder lines to the 138 kV high voltage lines and a third substation will step up the
voltage from the 138 kV high voltage lines to a 345 kV high voltage line that will be located near the existing
Great River Energy’s Pleasant Valley Substation. A 6.4 mile 138 kV high voltage transmission line will extend
from the north substation and a 7.0 mile 138 kV high voltage transmission line will extend from the south
substation, which will both connect to the third proposed substation. A 345 kV high voltage transmission line
of less than 1,500 feet in length will be constructed from the third proposed substation to the Pleasant Valley
Substation.

These routes traverse through the following areas: Sargeant, Dexter and Pleasant Valley Townships of Mower
County, Minnesota. Maps are enclosed with all notices and are available for review at the Mower County
Planning & Zoning and Environmental Services Offices, at 1105 %2 8™ Avenue NE, Austin, Minnesota.

Public Comments. Written comments regarding issues that should be considered in developing the
Environmental Assessment scope and suggested alternatives to be evaluated will be accepted until 5 p.m. on

Wednesday, June 9, 2010 at the Mower County Environmental Services Office. Written comments should be
mailed, emailed, or faxed to Angela Knish (see contact information below). Please include the project’s name
(Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC — Environmental Assessment Scoping) on all comments submitted. Comments
submitted after 5 p.m. will not be considered. A scoping decision will be made by the Mower County Board of
Commissionets within 10 days after the close of this comment period. The scoping decision hearing will be held
on Tuesday, June 22, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. in the Lower Level of the Mower County Courthouse. All interested
persons are invited to attend. '

Additional Information. For more information about the process, the proposed project, or to place your name
on the project mailing list, contact the Mower County Environmental Services Office.

Angela M. Knish, Director

Mower County Environmental Services
1105 Y4 8™ Avenue NE, Austin, MN 55912
Ph. 507-437-9560

Fax 507-437-9582
angiek(@co.mower.mn.us

Angela M. Knish William C. Buckley Jeffrey Weaver Sandy Fredrickson
Director Environmental Health Recycling Center/ Water Lab Technician
Specialist Solid Waste Officer

507-437-9560 507-437-9564 507-437-9551 507-437-9563




PLEASANT VALLEY WIND, LLC
PROPOSED TRANSMISSION ROUTE & SUBSTATION SITES
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AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING FOR

ENVIORNMENTAL ASSESSMENT

STATE OF MINNESOTA

)
) SS

MCGHIE & BETTS ENVIRONMETNAL SERVICES, INC. )

CHRISTINE MONSON, being first duly sworn, disposes and says: "I am a United States Citizen, over 30
years of age, employed by a private firm in Rochester Minnesota called McGhie & Betts Environmental Services,

Inc.".

On Wednesday, May 19, 2010 acting on behalf of the County, I deposited in the United States
Post Office at Rochester, Minnesota, copies of the attached notice for an ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT enclosed in sealed envelopes, postage thereon fully prepaid, addressed to the following
persons at the addresses appearing :

NELS W LEE REVOCABLE TRUST
PO BOX 205
BLOOMING PRAIRIE MN 55917

KEVIN & PAULA MORTENSON
27811 665TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926

DBTMK LIMITED PARTNERSHIP
510 9TH AVE SW
ROCHESTER MN 55902

TIMOTHY A SCHIMEK
68576 325TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926

MELODY ANN-PLUMB GILBERTSON
31918 680TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926

KIM & DEBORAH WILSON
31316 680TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926

RAYMOND J TUCKER ODEAN J & ALLIENNE HAARSTAD
PO BOX 28 27615 665TH AVE

DEXTER MN 55926 DEXTER MN 55926

ERIC J & SARA C LEE ROBERT W & BETTY WILSON
27503 670TH AVE 68123 325TH ST

DEXTER MN 55926 DEXTER MN 55926
TIMOTHY HORVEI ETAL KELLIE S & SUSAN ZUBKE
THERESA KONIESKA 33504 670TH AVE

68070 325TH ST SARGEANT MN 55973
DEXTER MN 55926-7189

ABDUL RAHEEM AL SAYED MOSA

AL-HASHEMI NATHAN BOYSEN

C/O JACKY HANSON 23342 750TH AVE

3552 W RIVER PKY NW HAYFIELD MN 55940
ROCHESTER MN 55901 ‘

DUANE & DENISE HOEFT NATALIE SHAWBACK

CLERK OF DEXTER

30037 728TH AVE 235 PLEASANT ST

GRAND MBADOW MN 55936 Sl aviabii

GREAT RIVER ENERGY MATHESON,JOHN & SANDRA TRUSTEE
PO BOX 800 301 KINGS DR

ELK RIVER MN 55330-0800 BELLEVUE NE 68005




DAVID O & SHIRLEY ENGLEHART

248 OLD TRACE RD SW
MARIETTA GA 30064

JEROME LEE CONSTRUCTION CO

67542 325TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926

MARY ANN HENDRICKS
C/O KATHY HENDRICKS
2765 THOMAS AVE S

MINNEAPOLIS MN 55416

JEAN M JACOBSON ETAL
C/O BOB MORRISON
2149 ROSEWOOD LANE S
ROSEVILLE MN 55113

PAUL D HEIL
12809 FALCON CT
APPLE VALLEY MN 55124-5082

NORTH SHORE INC

WAYNE A DIEKRAGER
1002 19TH ST NE
ROCHESTER MN 55906

ROBERT E & JOANN HOWE
PO BOX 86
DEXTER MN 55926

JOHN C & MARJORIE STEELE
32337 640TH AVE
SARGEANT MN 55973

LEONARD & DARLENE DARNELL TRUST
103 CEDAR ST NW
BROWNSDALE MN 55918

LAURIE WILDEMAN
CLERK OF SARGEANT féOBg‘X‘ms VIS NATIONAL co.
STEWARTVILLE MN 55976
DLANE HASETH MONICA NIGON ETAL
HENRY ZAMARRON
2100 BURR OAK DR #C
A s 27827 650TH AVE
SARGEANT MN 55973
LEONE FRIEDRICHSEN CREDIT TRUST
C/O FRED L FRIEDRICHSEN TRUSTEE ERDINE KNUTSON
406 MAIN ST W
163 SHELLROCK LN BROWNSDALE MN 55918
GLENVILLE MN 56036
DANIEL W BREITBARTH
28275 670TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926
CG &I L BURKE
REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST TIM P SCHULTZ
28311 660TH AVE
PO BOX 204 DEXTER MN 55926
BROWNSDALE MN 55918
JOSHUA FAULHABER CHARLES & PHYLLIS KIRCHNER
& CHELSEA WELLIK
2524 25TH AVE SE
28050 640TH AVE ROCHESTER MN 55904
SARGEANT MN 55973
BOBBY G & MARY WILDEMAN JOHN E SAMPSON

28209 650TH AVE
SARGEANT MN 55973

ADAM C CHURCHILL
3162 200TH ST W
FARMINGTON MN 55024-1170

BRADLEY & JULIE M TAPP
27061 640TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926

4451 GULF SHORE BLVD N #1701
NAPLES FL 34103-2643

DEAN A DARNELL
63487 280TH ST
SARGEANT MN 55973

LESLIE H TAPP
63676 265TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926




MATTHEW & HOLLY SHERMAN
27645 650TH AVE
SARGEANT MN 55973

DIANE HASETH
2100 BURR OAK DR #C
AUSTIN MN 55912

DENNIS W NELSON ETUX
29671 STATE HWY 56
WALTHAM MN 55982

MERZ FARMS LIM PARTNERSHIP
2919 INDEPENDENCE RD
MAPLE PLAIN MN 55399

DELMER E TAPP
63296 250TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926

JOHN C & MARJORIE STEELE
32337 640TH AVE
SARGEANT MN 55973

JOHN SCOTT
63346 330TH ST
SARGEANT MN 55973

TAMARA K GOODMAN ETAL
C/O LAVAINE LINBO

310 CENTER AVE S
HAYFIELD MN 55940

NEIL L & JUDITH A KNUTSON
PO BOX 105
BROWNSDALE MN 55918

SANFORD GREELEY
60522 290TH ST
BROWNSDALE MN 55918

STEVEN & MARGARET MACHACEK
65805 280TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926

GIFFERD & ESTHER SPARKS
FAMILY REVOCABLE TRUST
32651 650TH AVE

SARGEANT MN 55973

PHILIP R & SHERRY HEYDT
604 4TH ST NW
HAYFIELD MN 55940-8890

BRADLEY & MOLLY HEYDT
63348 320TH ST
SARGEANT MN 55973

STEVEN T SHAFER
64771 320TH ST
SARGEANT MN 55973

DORIS SHEELY
31699 660TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926

JANICE M MARQUARDT
19760 STATE HWY 56
ROSE CREEK MN 55970

HENRY ZAMARRON

27827 650TH AVE
SARGEANT MN 55973

EVAN A & LUANN HOLST
24066 700TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926

LLOYD RICHARDSON
1413 29% ST SW
AUSTIN MN 55912

PAUL A BRENDEMUEHL
32364 640TH AVE
SARGEANT MN 55973

LARRY & SHARON SPARKS
31717 640TH AVE
SARGEANT MN 55973

SUSAN EBERTZ
6365 JASMINE AVEN
STILLWATER MN 55082

JEROME H & JOAN LEE
67542 325TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926

FRANCIS SEVERSON
70717 325TH ST
GRAND MEADOW MN 55936

LEONARD W & VIVIEN WESTIN
32324 665TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926




HUTTERIAN BRETHERN CHURCH
SCHMIEDENLEUT INC

C/O J WIPF 67374 310TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926

DENNIS L & KAREN L BROWN
C/O FARMERS NATIONAL CO
PO BOX 542016

OMAHA NE 68154

JAMES H & JANICE E GRONSETH
32183 680TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926

JAMES JORSTAD ETAL
PO BOX 495
HAYFIELD MN 55940

DUWAYNE SKOV
DEXTER TOWNSHIP
26724 630" AVE
BROWNSDALE MN

LAURA JEAN LECY
PLEASANT VALLEY TWNSHP
68843 300" ST

DEXTER MN 55926

ALLYNN & MICHELLE ANDERSON
31634 665TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926

MARK J DIEKRAGER
66464 300TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926

MARGARET E KIRCHNER
31973 680TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926

CLINTON & WENDY SPARKS
65576 310TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926

LARRY SPARKS
SARGEANT TOWNSHIP
31717 640" AVE
SARGEANT MN 55936

JIM DAVIS

GRAND MEADOW TOWNSHIP
26302 710" AVE
GRAND MEADOW MN 55936

KENNETH D LARSON
5420 SOUTHWOOD DR
BLOOMINGTON MN 55437

JEROME EVANS ET UX
67637 325TH ST
DEXTER MN 55926

RANDY C & JOANNE M HINDERS
31149 680TH AVE
DEXTER MN 55926

PATTI JO HAMMOCK
300 7TH ST NW
HAYFIELD MN 55940

EUGENE ANDERSON
WALTHAM TOWNSHIP
30111 620" AVE
WALTHAM MN 55982

JOHN T MUELLER
RED ROCK TOWNSHIP
61884 230" ST

AUSTIN MN 55912

There is a delivery service by United States mail between the places of mailing and places so addressed.

Chhuslie YWeas.o

Christine Monson, McGhie & Betts Environmental Services, Inc.

Subscribed and sworn to before me Wednesday, May 19, 2010.

Bives %//{ Dol s te

Nbotary Public




1105 5 8™ Ave. NE
Austin, Minnesota 55912

( MINNESOTA ) Kelly Mehus, Office Specialist Sr.
. . Phone: (507) 437-9527
Environmental Services Fax: (507-437-9582)
Planning, Zoning, Permitting Septic Systems, Recycling, Solid & Household Hazardous Waste, Water Testing Lab Feedlots
NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that May 4, 2010, the Mower County Board of Commissioners accepted
responsibility for local review and permitting authority for the transmission lines and substation facilities
associated with the Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC Project. Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC, is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Renewable Energy Systems Americas, Inc. (RES Americas).

In accordance with Minn. Rules 7850.5300, Subp. 5, the Mower County Board of Commissioners will hold a
public scoping meeting at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 1, 2010 located in the Lower Level of the Mower
County Courthouse, 201 1% St NE, Austin, Minnesota to consider the following:

Mower County hereby invites public input on the scope of an Environmental Assessment to be prepared
regarding two (2) proposed 138 kV transmissions lines (north and south); one (1) proposed 345 kV transmission
line (east); and three (3) proposed substation facilities to link the proposed Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC project
within the Great River Energy’s Pleasant Valley Substation. Please note that RES Americas does not have
eminent domain authority and the proposed route locations result from voluntary agreements with landowners.
This action is taken in accordance with Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 7850.

Applications for Conditional Use Permits were previously submitted by Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC to the
Mower County Planning Commission to build and operate transmission lines and substation facilities associated
with the Pleasant Valley Wind Project. The conditional use permitting process for this project will proceed
after the Environmental Assessment has been completed.

Full Project Description. Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC, proposes and is seeking state permits for a Large Wind
Energy Conversion System (LWECS) of 300 MW using between 130 and 200 utility scale wind turbine
generators, depending on what turbines are ultimately selected. Turbines between 1.6 MW and 2.3 MW in
nameplate capacity are under consideration. Two turbine models are under consideration; each has a hub height
of 80 meters (262 feet). In addition to the wind turbines, the project would include access roads, six (6)
temporary and two (2) permanent meteorological towers, electrical collection system, three (3) substations, and
three (3) transmission lines. Please note that the State of Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is the
permitting authority for the LWECS (Docket No. IP 6828/WS-09-1197) and Certificate of Need (CON)
(Docket No. IP 6828/CN-09-937). For details of this process or document contents, please refer to
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html for more information.

Angela M. Knish William C. Buckley Jeffrey Weaver Sandy Fredrickson
Director Environmental Health Recycling Center/ Water Lab Technician
Specialist Solid Waste Officer

507-437-9560 507-437-9564 507-437-9551 507-437-9563




1105 ¥4 8™ Ave. NE
, \.. Austin, Minnesota 55912
MINNESOTA Kelly Mehus, Office Specialist Sr.

. . Phone: (507) 437-9527
Environmental Services Fax: (507-437-9582)
Planning, Zoning, Permitting  Septic Systems, Recycling, Solid & Household Hazardous Waste, Water Testing Lab Feedlots

THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING WILL FOCUS ONLY
ON THE PROPOSED TRANSMISSION LINE ROUTES AND SUBSTATION FACILITIES. Two substations will step up
the voltage from the 34.5 kV feeder lines to the 138 kV high voltage lines and a third substation will step up the
voltage from the 138 kV high voltage lines to a 345 kV high voltage line that will be located near the existing
Great River Energy’s Pleasant Valley Substation. A 6.4 mile 138 kV high voltage transmission line will extend
from the north substation and a 7.0 mile 138 kV high voltage transmission line will extend from the south
substation, which will both connect to the third proposed substation. A 345 kV high voltage transmission line
of less than 1,500 feet in length will be constructed from the third proposed substation to the Pleasant Valley
Substation.

These routes traverse through the following areas: Sargeant, Dexter and Pleasant Valley Townships of Mower
County, Minnesota. Maps are enclosed with all notices and are available for review at the Mower County
Planning & Zoning and Environmental Services Offices, at 1105 % 8™ Avenue NE, Austin, Minnesota.

Public Comments. Written comments regarding issues that should be considered in developing the
Environmental Assessment scope and suggested alternatives to be evaluated will be accepted until 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, June 9, 2010 at the Mower County Environmental Services Office. Written comments should be
mailed, emailed, or faxed to Angela Knish (see contact information below). Please include the project’s name
(Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC — Environmental Assessment Scoping) on all comments submitted. Comments
submitted after 5 p.m. will not be considered. A scoping decision will be made by the Mower County Board of
Commissionets within 10 days after the close of this comment period. The scoping decision hearing will be held
on Tuesday, June 22, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. in the Lower Level of the Mower County Courthouse. All interested
persons are invited to attend.

Additional Information. For more information about the process, the proposed project, or to place your name
on the project mailing list, contact the Mower County Environmental Services Office.

Angela M. Knish, Director

Mower County Environmental Services
1105 % 8™ Avenue NE, Austin, MN 55912
Ph. 507-437-9560

Fax 507-437-9582
angiek(@co.mower.mn.us

Angela M. Knish William C. Buckley Jeffrey Weaver Sandy Fredrickson
Director Environmental Health Recycling Center/ Water Lab Technician
Specialist Solid Waste Officer

507-437-9560 507-437-9564 507-437-9551 507-437-9563
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AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING FOR
ENVIORNMENTAL ASSESSMENT

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) SS
MCGHIE & BETTS ENVIRONMETNAL SERVICES, INC. )

CHRISTINE MONSON, being first duly sworn, disposes and says: "I am a United States Citizen, over 30
years of age, employed by a private firm in Rochester Minnesota called McGhie & Betts Environmental Services,
Inc.".

On Wednesday, May 19, 2010 acting on behalf of the County, I deposited in the United States
Post Office at Rochester, Minnesota, copies of the attached notice for an ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT enclosed in sealed envelopes, postage thereon fully prepaid, addressed to the following
persons at the addresses appearing :

Please see attached Project Contact List.

There is a delivery service by United States mail between the places of mailing and places so addressed.

C/D%@Jnf@ e —

Christine Monson, McGhie & Betts Environmental Services, Inc.

Subscribed and sworn to before me Wednesday, May 19, 2010,

Nbtary Public

~BEVERLY E. DELISLE $
& Notary Public-Minnesota 2
My Comlsslon I 3. 015
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1105 % 8™ Ave. NE
&MOW@P - CQUﬂt Austin, Minnesota 55912
_ MINNESOTA ) Kelly Mehus, Office Specialist Sr.
. . Phone: (507) 437-9527
Environmental Services Fax: (507-437-9582)
Planning, Zoning, Permitting Septic Systems, Recycling, Solid & Houschold Hazardous Waste, Water Testing Lab Feedlots

NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that May 4, 2010, the Mower County Board of Commissioners accepted
responsibility for local review and permitting authority for the transmission lines and substation facilities
associated with the Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC Project. Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC, is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Renewable Energy Systems Americas, Inc. (RES Americas).

In accordance with Minn. Rules 7850.5300, Subp. 5, the Mower County Board of Commissioners will hold a
public scoping meeting at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 1, 2010 located in the Lower Level of the Mower
County Courthouse, 201 1% St NE, Austin, Minnesota to consider the following:

Mower County hereby invites public input on the scope of an Environmental Assessment to be prepared
regarding two (2) proposed 138 kV transmissions lines (north and south); one (1) proposed 345 kV transmission
line (east); and three (3) proposed substation facilities to link the proposed Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC project
within the Great River Energy’s Pleasant Valley Substation. Please note that RES Americas does not have
eminent domain authority and the proposed route locations result from voluntary agreements with landowners.
This action is taken in accordance with Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 7850,

Applications for Conditional Use Permits were previously submitted by Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC to the
Mower County Planning Commission to build and operate transmission lines and substation facilities associated
with the Pleasant Valley Wind Project. The conditional use permitting process for this project will proceed
after the Environmental Assessment has been completed.

Full Project Description. Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC, proposes and is seeking state permits for a Large Wind
Energy Conversion System (LWECS) of 300 MW using between 130 and 200 utility scale wind turbine
generators, depending on what turbines are ultimately selected. Turbines between 1.6 MW and 2.3 MW in
nameplate capacity are under consideration. Two turbine models are under consideration; each has a hub height
of 80 meters (262 feet). In addition to the wind turbines, the project would include access roads, six (6)
temporary and two (2) permanent meteorological towers, electrical collection system, three (3) substations, and
three (3) transmission lines. Please note that the State of Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is the
permitting authority for the LWECS (Docket No. IP 6828/WS-09-1197) and Certificate of Need (CON)
(Docket No. IP 6828/CN-09-937).  For details of this process or document contents, please refer to
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket. html for more information.

Angela M. Knish William C. Buckley Jeffrey Weaver Sandy Fredrickson
Director Environmental Health Recycling Center/ Water Lab Technician
Specialist Solid Waste Officer

507-437-9560 507-437-9564 507-437-9551 507-437-9563
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THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING WILL FOCUS ONLY
ON THE PROPOSED TRANSMISSION LINE ROUTES AND SUBSTATION FACILITIES. Two substations will step up
the voltage from the 34.5 kV feeder lines to the 138 kV high voltage lines and a third substation will step up the
voltage from the 138 kV high voltage lines to a 345 kV high voltage line that will be located near the existing
Great River Energy’s Pleasant Valley Substation. A 6.4 mile 138 kV high voltage transmission line will extend
from the north substation and a 7.0 mile 138 kV high voltage transmission line will extend from the south
substation, which will both connect to the third proposed substation. A 345 kV high voltage transmission line
of less than 1,500 feet in length will be constructed from the third proposed substation to the Pleasant Valley
Substation.

These routes traverse through the following areas: Sargeant, Dexter and Pleasant Valley Townships of Mower
County, Minnesota. Maps are enclosed with all notices and are available for review at the Mower County
Planning & Zoning and Environmental Services Offices, at 1105 %2 8™ Avenue NE, Austin, Minnesota.

Public Comments. Written comments regarding issues that should be considered in developing the
Environmental Assessment scope and suggested alternatives to be evaluated will be accepted until 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, June 9, 2010 at the Mower County Environmental Services Office. Written comments should be
mailed, emailed, or faxed to Angela Knish (see contact information below). Please include the project’s name
(Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC — Environmental Assessment Scoping) on all comments submitted. Comments
submitted after 5 p.m. will not be considered. A scoping decision will be made by the Mower County Board of
Commissionets within 10 days after the close of this comment period. The scoping decision hearing will be held
on Tuesday, June 22, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. in the Lower Level of the Mower County Courthouse. All interested
persons are invited to attend.

Additional Information. For more information about the process, the proposed project, or to place your name
on the project mailing list, contact the Mower County Environmental Services Office.

Angela M. Knish, Director

Mower County Environmental Services
1105 % 8™ Avenue NE, Austin, MN 55912
Ph. 507-437-9560

Fax 507-437-9582
angiek(@co.mower.mn,us

Angela M. Knish William C. Buckley Jeffrey Weaver Sandy Fredrickson
Director LEnvironmental Health Recycling Center/ Water Lab Technician
Specialist Solid Waste Officer

507-437-9560 507-437-9564 507-437-9551 507-437-9563
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Wednesday, June 9, 2010 at the Mower County Environmental Services Office. Written comments should be
mailed, emailed, or faxed to Angela Knish (see contact information below). Please include the project’s name
(Pleasant Valley Wind, LLC — Environmental Assessment Scoping) on all comments submitted. Comments
submitted after 5 p.m. will not be considered. A scoping decision will be made by the Mower County Board of
Commissionets within 10 days after the close of this comment period. The scoping decision hearing will be held
on Tuesday, June 22, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. in the Lower Level of the Mower County Courthouse. All interested
persons are invited to attend.

Additional Information. For more information about the process, the proposed project, or to place your name
on the project mailing list, contact the Mower County Environmental Services Office.

Angela M. Knish, Director

Mower County Environmental Services
1105 % 8™ Avenue NE, Austin, MN 55912
Ph. 507-437-9560
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Angela M. Knish William C. Buckley Jeffrey Weaver Sandy Fredrickson
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