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 BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 

 David C. Boyd Chair 
 J. Dennis O’Brien Commissioner 

  Thomas Pugh Commissioner 
 Phyllis A. Reha Commissioner 
 Betsy Wergin Commissioner 
 
 
 

 
In the Matter of the Petition of Northern States 
Power Company and ITC Midwest, LLC for 
Approval of Transfer of Transmission Assets 
and Route Permit

ISSUE DATE:  December 28, 2010 
 
DOCKET NO.  E-002/PA-10-685 
 
ORDER AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF 
ROUTE PERMIT 
 

 
 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 
 
Northern States Power Company d/b/a/ Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy) holds a route permit for a  
161 kV transmission line connecting the Lakefield Junction substation in Jackson County and the 
Fox Lake substation in Martin County.  ITC Midwest, LLC (ITC), which owns the substations, has 
entered into an agreement with Xcel for purchase of the line and for a partial transfer of the route 
permit.   
 
On June 18, 2010, Xcel and ITC jointly petitioned the Commission for approval of the transfer of 
the Fox Lake Transmission Line, its associated assets, and the route permit from Xcel to ITC1

 

.  As 
part of the petition, Xcel proposed to retain a portion of the route permit to preserve its access to the 
first eight double-circuit structures coming out of the Lakefield Junction substation, which Xcel 
owns. 

On November 29, 2010, the Office of Energy Security of the Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Energy Facility Permitting Staff (OES-EFP) filed comments recommending a complete transfer of 
the route permit. 
 
On December 9, 2010, the matter came before the Commission.  
  

                                                 
1 In a companion Order issued today in this docket, the Commission approves the sale of the transmission line 
and assets.  In the Matter of the Petition of Northern States Power Company and ITC Midwest, LLC for 
Approval of Transfer of Transmission Assets and Route Permit, Docket No. ET-6675,E-002/PA-10-685, 
ORDER APPROVING SALE, AS CONDITIONED, GRANTING VARIANCE, AND REQUIRING 
FILING (December 28, 2010). 
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FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

I. The Petition 

Xcel proposed to transfer the route permit to ITC, with the exception of a portion of the route 
permit affecting eight double-circuit structures coming out of the Lakefield Junction substation.  
Xcel stated that a partial transfer of the route permit is necessary to preserve Xcel’s use and 
operation of those eight structures on the line.  

II. OES-EFP Comments 

The OES-EFP recommended a complete transfer of the route permit to ensure ITC’s full 
operational use of the route under the applicable permit conditions.  According to OES-EFP, Xcel 
currently has authority for use of the eight structures at issue under its route permit for the Split 
Rock 345 kV transmission line, and therefore it is not necessary to make a partial transfer of the 
route permit in this case. 
 
The OES-EFP also concluded that the transfer should be approved under Minn. Rules, part 
7850.5000, which governs permit transfers and states that a transfer must be authorized if the 
Commission determines that the new permittee will comply with the permit conditions.  The 
OES-EFP identified four route permit conditions, concerning grounding of the line and electric 
fields, which represent ongoing commitments relating to operation of the line and concluded that 
ITC is sufficiently equipped and well-positioned to meet the conditions, particularly since ITC 
owns two facilities which the line connects. 

III. Commission Action 

At the Commission meeting on the matter, Xcel expressed its agreement with the OES-EFP 
recommendation that a complete transfer should be granted.  The Commission also concurs with 
the parties that a complete transfer of the route permit is reasonable and appropriate and concurs 
with the OES-EFP that the new permittee will comply with the route permit conditions. 
 
The Commission will therefore approve the transfer of the route permit for the Fox Lake 
transmission line from Xcel to ITC. 
 
 

ORDER 
 
1. The Commission hereby authorizes the complete transfer of the route permit for the Fox 

Lake transmission line from Xcel to ITC. 
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2. This Order shall become effective immediately. 
 
 BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 Burl W. Haar 
 Executive Secretary 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e., large print or audio tape) by 
calling 651.296.0406 (voice).  Persons with hearing or speech disabilities may call us through 
Minnesota Relay at 1.800.627.3529 or by dialing 711.
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