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May 27, 2016 
 
 
Peter Fasbender, Field Office Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
Ecological Services Field Office 
4101 American Boulevard East 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
 
Re: Great Plains Natural Gas Co. 
 Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement Project, Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Mr. Fasbender: 
 
Merjent, Inc. is writing to request a project review for federally-listed spcies on behalf of 
Great Plains Natural Gas Co. (Great Plains) who is planning to conduct the Fergus Falls 
Pipeline Replacement Project (Project). The purpose of the Project is to maintain 
conformance with U.S. Department of Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration regulations. After conducting integrity assessments of its pipelines, 
Great Plains determined the need to replace a segment of existing pipeline between its 
existing Fergus Falls town border station and its Green Plains Ethanol tap. Approximately 
2.9 miles of new 8-inch steel pipeline would be installed in new right-of-way in Sections 
27, 28, and 29, Township 133 North, Range 43 West, Otter Tail County, Minnesota. New 
pipeline pigging launcher and receiver facilities would also be constructed at the 
beginning and ending points of the replacement segment. A new route is necessary for 
this segment of pipeline due to encroachment of business/commercial structures over the 
years. The existing pipeline would be reclassified from transmission line to distribution 
line and operated at lower pressures in order to adhere to Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administrations (PHMSA) definitions outlined in 49 CFR Part 192.3. 
Aerial photo-based maps depicting the Project are attached. 
 
Threatened and Endangered Species Review: A desktop analysis for federally listed 
species was conducted for the Project in May 2016. Field-based habitat assessments will 
be performed for the Project May 31, 2016. As part of this analysis, the U.S. fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) Environmental Conservation Online System: Information for 
Planning and Conservation (IPaC) was accessed to obtain information regarding listed 
species that may be present within the Project’s construction footprint area. This review 
identified two threatened species with the potential to occur in the in the vicinity of the 
proposed Project, including the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) and Gray 
Wolf (Canis lupus).  No endangered or candidate species or critical habitat were 
identified. Available data describing the life history, critical habitat, and conservation 
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measures associated with each species were reviewed. Merjent’s evaluation of potential 
Project effects on these species is provided below. 
 
Northern Long-eared Bat 
 
The northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) is a medium-sized bat of the 
Vespertilionidae family. Approximately 3.0 to 3.7 inches in length with a wingspan of 9 to 
10 inches, the species derives its name from oversized ears relative to other members of 
the genus Myotis. The species overwinters in small crevices or cracks in hibernacula, 
such as caves and mines. In summer, the species roosts either singly or in colonies under 
loose bark or in crevices and hollows in both live trees and snags. A habitat generalist, 
roost tree selection appears also to be opportunistic; the species uses a variety of tree 
sizes and species. Migration to summer habitat occurs between mid-March and mid-
May1,2. In Minnesota, the species is most likely to be found in forested wetlands and 
riparian areas.  
 
The primary threats to the northern long‐eared bat are white‐nose syndrome, 
alteration/loss of habitat, and wind energy turbines. Potential impacts to individual bats 
may occur if clearing or construction takes place when the species is breeding, foraging, 
or raising pups in its summer habitat. Bats may be injured or killed if occupied trees are 
cleared during this active window, and the species may be disturbed during clearing or 
construction activities due to noise or human presence.  

The FWS and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources List of Townships Containing 
Documented NLEB Maternity Roost Trees and/or Hibernacula Entrances in Minnesota3 
was reviewed. No maternity roost trees or hibernacula entrances are documented in 
Ottertail County and the Project is not within 150 feet of a documented maternity roost 
tree or within ¼ mile of a hibernaculum entrance. Great Plains has designed its Project 
to largely avoid impacting potential bat habitat by drilling beneath forested areas and 
establishing workspace in clearings. However one location of trees in a planted windbreak 
will need to be removed to maintain a 50-foot wide cleared open corridor above the 
pipeline for future inspection purposes.  

Great Plains is seeking to work with the FWS to develop mitigation measures that avoid 
or minimize the potential for impacts on the bats where clearing is required, which we 
believe will be minimal, if any, and very localized and not likely to cause long-term 
declines in the northern long-eared bat population. If necessary, Great Plains would 
request a “may affect, but take not prohibited” determination and submit a Northern Long-

                                                           
1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. (2014). Retrieved from USFWS. 2014d. Northern Long-eared Bat Interim 
Conference and Planning Guidance. USFWS Regions 2, 3, 4, 5, & 6.: 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/pdf/NLEBinterimGuidance6Jan2014.pdf 
2 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. (2014). Retrieved from Northern Long-eared Bat Fact Sheet: 
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nlba/nlbaFactSheet.html 
3 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. (2016). Retrieved from MDNR. 
2016. List of Townships Containing Documented NLEB Maternity Roost Trees and/or Hibernacula Entrances in 
Minnesota: http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/minnesota_nleb_township_list_and_map.pdf 
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eared Bat 4(d) Rule Streamlined Consultation Form allowing Great Plains to conduct tree 
clearing any time of year after the 30-day review period has lapsed.   
 
Gray Wolf 
 
The gray wolf (Canis lupus) is a large canine species that is federally listed as endangered 
due to habitat destruction, human interference, and overhunting. The gray wolf is 
identifiable by its canine body shape, long bushy tail with a black tip, and a mix of gray 
and brown coat colors. The average size of a gray wolf is 3 to 5 feet in length and weighing 
approximately 60 to 145 pounds. This species prefers a wide range of habitat, including 
forests, plains, prairies, agricultural areas, swamps, and barren lands, but has been 
extirpated from most of its historic range. Dens are located near water and dug into well-
drained soil on a south-facing slope, under boulders, among tree roots, or in cut banks, 
hollow logs, or other natural structures. This species is a roaming animal, therefore are 
wide-ranging and rare to encounter. 
 
The current density of the gray wolf is approximately 1 per 10 square miles. Minnesota's 
gray wolf range has expanded from a 12,000 square mile area in the 1950s to over 27,000 
square miles. As of 2013, the population is estimated at 2,200, which exceeds the federal 
delisting goal of 1,250 to 1,400. Minnesota's gray wolf population has remained stable 
over the last 10 years, with most areas of suitable habitat in the state now occupied. 
These data suggest that the population has fully recovered. The gray wolf was removed 
from Minnesota special concern status in 20134. According to the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources 2001 Wolf Management Plan, human-caused accidental mortality 
(i.e., motor vehicle hits) is not expected to significantly affect wolf population dynamics in 
Minnesota. 
 
Because the Project is located outside of the 2013 wolf range4 discussed in the foregoing, 
Minnesota’s population estimate exceeds the federal delisting goal and its stability over 
the past 10 years, and the wolf’s tendency to avoid human activity, we believe that the 
Project will have no effect on the gray wolf. 
 
FWS Managed Lands: Great Plains understands that conservation programs such as 
Waterfowl Production Areas and wetland and grassland easements represent an 
important tool used by the FWS to identify and manage high quality wildlife habitat.  
Merjent has reviewed publicly available information and we do not believe FWS managed 
lands are affected by the Project, but we request a review of the Project area for the 
presence or absence of lands and projects under the direction of these programs.   
 
Migratory Bird and Raptor Considerations: Great Plains understands that the FWS 
administers various wildlife-related mandates of national concern including the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.  In order to avoid the 
potential for impacts during the nesting season for migratory birds, which in Minnesota is 

                                                           
4 Erb, J. and Sampson, B. 2013. Distribution and Abundance of Wolves in Minnesota, 2012-13. Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources. 
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generally from April 15 to August 1. Great Plains has not developed a construction 
schedule for the Project yet, but will factor the nesting season into its construction 
planning.    
 
To assess the potential for impact to raptors, Great Plains will conduct field surveys for 
the Project in May 2016 including 0.5-mile line of site raptor nest surveys. Great Plains 
understands that raptors often establish new nests and proposes to conduct follow-up 
surveys immediately prior to construction as part of their migratory bird nest inspections 
described above and will similarly contact the FWS for further input if any occupied nests 
are identified within 0.5 mile of construction work areas. Based on these measures, we 
believe the Project will have no effect on migratory birds or raptors.     
 
Great Plains plans to file its Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) application in 
July 2016 and therefore, we would appreciate receiving any comments or questions you 
may have within 30 days. This will help us address any concerns in advance of our PUC 
application. If you have questions regarding the Project or require additional information, 
please contact me at (612) 354-4284 or jkamm@merjent.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
Merjent, Inc. 
 

 
Jennifer Kamm 
Senior Analyst 
 
Enclosures: Project map 
 
cc: Jesse Volk, Great Plains Natural Gas Company 
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 Telephone Log  
Date: 

July 22, 2016 
To: 

Andrew Horton, Conservation Planning Assistance 
Agency: 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Phone Number: 

952-252-0092 ext. 208 
From: 

Jennifer Kamm 
Company: 

Merjent, Inc. 
Phone Number: 

612-354-4284 
Subject: 

Great Plains Natural Gas Co. Fergus Falls Replacement Project 
 
Ms. Kamm called Mr. Andrew Horton, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), inquiring if the FWS 
had received Great Plains Natural Gas Co.’s notification letter for the Fergus Falls Replacement 
Project requesting review of the project for concerns related to federally-listed species and 
designated critical habitat. Ms. Kamm also asked if the project would qualify for a “may affect, 
but take not prohibited” determination for the northern long-eared bat and if a Northern Long- 
eared Bat 4(d) Rule Streamlined Consultation Form should be submitted to the FWS. Mr. 
Horton stated that there are no FWS managed lands within the project area and that because 
there is no federal action for the Project, under the 4(d) rule Great Plains may proceed with the 
Project, and no permit is needed. 
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May 27, 2016 
 
Ms. Lisa Joyal  
Endangered Species Review Coordinator 
NHIS Data Distribution Coordinator 
Division of Ecological and Water Resources 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Re: Great Plains Natural Gas Co. 
 Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement Project 
 Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Ms. Joyal: 
 
Merjent, Inc. is writing to request a project review for state-listed species on behalf of Great Plains 
Natural Gas Co. (Great Plains) who is planning to conduct the Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement 
Project (Project). The purpose of the Project is to maintain conformance with U.S. Department of 
Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration regulations. After 
conducting integrity assessments of its pipelines, Great Plains determined the need to replace a 
segment of existing pipeline between its existing Fergus Falls town boarder station and its Green 
Plains Ethanol tap. Approximately 2.9 miles of new 8-inch steel pipeline would be installed in new 
right-of-way in Sections 27, 28, and 29, Township 133 North, Range 43 West, Otter Tail County, 
Minnesota. New pipeline pigging launcher and receiver facilities would also be constructed at the 
beginning and ending points of the replacement segment. A new route is necessary for this 
segment of pipeline due to encroachment of business/commercial structures over the years. The 
existing pipeline would be reclassified from transmission line to distribution line and operated at 
lower pressures in order to adhere to Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administrations 
(PHMSA) definitions outlined in 49 CFR Part 192.3. Aerial photo-based maps depicting the 
Project are attached. 
 
State Listed Threatened and Endangered Species Review: A desktop analysis for state listed 
species was conducted for the Project in May 2016. Field-based habitat assessments will be 
performed for the Project May 31, 2016. Merjent receives annual updates of the Minnesota 
Natural Heritage Inventory System (NHIS) data. Results of the query for NHIS occurrences 
located within one mile of the Project area included the Small white lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium 
candidum), state special concern; the Fluted-shell (Lasmigona costata), state threatened; and the 
Black sandshell (Ligumia recta), state special concern. Available data describing the life history, 
critical habitat, and conservation measures associated with each species were reviewed. The 
evaluation of potential Project effects on these species is provided below. 
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Small White Lady’s Slipper 
 
The Small white lady’s-slipper is a slow growing, long-lived plant that requires an estimated 12 
years or more to reach maturity. Germination of the seeds requires ideal moisture conditions and 
the presence of a specific mycorrhizal soil fungus. Peak anthesis for Small white lady’s-slipper in 
Minnesota is usually about June 1, but flowers start developing in mid to late May. Small white 
lady’s-slipper primarily occurs in deep-soil mesic prairies. Wet prairies, certain types of sedge 
meadows, and calcareous fens (in the south) can also support this species. It does not occur in 
habitats with a history of livestock grazing or crop production. The soils are primarily calcareous 
till or lacustrine clays, or occasionally fibric, sedge-derived peat1. 
 
According to the NHIS query, a population was identified approximately 1 mile northwest of the 
Project in the Wildung Wildlife Protection Area which is managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. This population was last observed in June, 1980. Field surveys will be conducted for this 
species on May 31, 2016. If any Small white lady’s-slipper are identified within the Project area 
during this survey, Great Plains will contact the MDNR to develop mitigation measures that avoid 
or minimize the potential for impacts on the Small white lady’s-slipper. 
 
Fluted-shell 
 
The Fluted-shell is a relatively widespread but uncommon species in Minnesota, occurring in the 
Red, Minnesota, St. Croix, and Mississippi (below St. Anthony Falls) river drainages. Mussels are 
long-lived, many species of which may live for several decades and in some instances, a century 
or more. They spend most of their lives buried in the bottom sediments of permanent water bodies, 
and often live in multi-species communities called mussel beds The Fluted-shell prefers habitats 
of medium to large rivers, dominated by gravel substrates in areas with swift currents and water 
that is at least 0.6 m (2 ft.) deep1. 
 
NHIS query results show that this species was identified in the Otter Tail River in 1994 (three live 
individuals) and during the Statewide Mussel Survey in 2004 (empty shells collected). The Otter 
Tail River is approximately 0.6 mile south of the Project area at its closest point. Great Plains will 
install temporary and permanent erosion and sediment control measures and will obtain a NPDES 
Stormwater Permit. Based on these measures and the distant proximity to the Otter Tail River, 
the potential for erosion and sedimentation to adversely affect waterbodies and mussels that may 
be present will be minimized to the extent practicable. Therefore, we believe that the Project will 
have no effect on the Fluted-shell. 
 
Black Sandshell 
 
The Black sandshell was once common in all but the smallest rivers in Minnesota. The Black 
sandshell mussel is also a long-lived species and is usually found in the riffle and run areas of 
medium to large rivers in areas dominated by sand or gravel. Viability of this species is threatened 
by degradation of mussel habitat in streams throughout its known range. Declines in habitat 
conditions are associated with management of the Mississippi River as a navigational canal, and 
with non-point source water pollution and sediment pollution. The Black sandshell is also being 
impacted by the infestation of non-native zebra mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) in the 
Mississippi River and its tributaries1. 

                                                           
1Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. (2016). Rare Species Guide. Accessed online at 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html. 
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NHIS query results show that this species was identified in the Otter Tail River in 1994 (one live 
individual collected) and during the Statewide Mussel Survey in 2004 (one dead individual). As 
described above, the Otter Tail River is approximately 0.6 mile south of the Project area at its 
closest point. Great Plains will install temporary and permanent erosion and sediment control 
measures and will obtain a NPDES Stormwater Permit. Based on these measures and the distant 
proximity to the Otter Tail River, the potential for erosion and sedimentation to adversely affect 
waterbodies and mussels that may be present will be minimized to the extent practicable. 
Therefore, we believe that the Project will have no effect on the Black sandshell. 
 
Great Plains is preparing to file an application for a route permit with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission and would appreciate receiving any comments or questions you may have regarding 
potential impacts on state-listed species or habitats within 30 days. Great Plains is also consulting 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) Twin Cities Field Office regarding federally listed 
species and designated critical habitat. If you have questions regarding the Project or require 
additional information, please contact me at jkamm@merjent.com or by phone at (612) 354-4284.  
 
Sincerely, 
Merjent, Inc. 
 

 
 
Jennifer Kamm 
Senior Analyst 
 
Enclosures: Project Maps 
 
cc: Jesse Volk, Great Plains Natural Gas Co. 
 

mailto:jkamm@merjent.com
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From: Joyal, Lisa (DNR)
To: Jennifer Kamm
Cc: jesse.volk@gpng.com; Bill Regan
Subject: RE: Great Plains Natural Gas Fergus Falls Replacement Project - MNDNR NHI Review
Date: Wednesday, June 29, 2016 2:24:44 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

GPNG_Fergus Falls_MNDNR_NHI_Final_05272016.pdf

Live state-listed threatened mussels have been documented in the Otter Tail River as recently as
2004.  Given the erosion and sediment control measures identified in the attached document, I
concur with your assessment that impacts to state-listed species are not anticipated.
 
Thank you for notifying us of this project, and for the opportunity to provide comments.
 
Sincerely,
 

Lisa Joyal
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lisa Joyal
Endangered Species Review Coordinator
NHIS Data Distribution Coordinator
Division of Ecological and Water Resources
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25
St. Paul, MN  55155

phone: 651-259-5109
lisa.joyal@state.mn.us
www.mndnr.gov/eco
 
 

From: Jennifer Kamm [mailto:jkamm@merjent.com] 
Sent: Friday, May 27, 2016 3:34 PM
To: Joyal, Lisa (DNR)
Cc: jesse.volk@gpng.com; Bill Regan
Subject: Great Plains Natural Gas Fergus Falls Replacement Project - MNDNR NHI Review
 
Ms. Joyal,
 
Merjent, Inc. is writing to request a project review for state-listed species on behalf of Great
Plains Natural Gas Co. who is planning to conduct the Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement
Project in Otter Tail County. Please find the attached letter which provides a description of
the project, results of a desktop analysis for state listed species, and project maps. If you
have questions regarding the Project or require additional information, please contact me at
jkamm@merjent.com or by phone at (612) 354-4284.
 
Best regards,
Jennifer

mailto:Lisa.Joyal@state.mn.us
mailto:jkamm@merjent.com
mailto:jesse.volk@gpng.com
mailto:bregan@merjent.com
mailto:lisa.joyal@state.mn.us
http://www.mndnr.gov/eco
mailto:jkamm@merjent.com
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May 27, 2016 
 
Ms. Lisa Joyal  
Endangered Species Review Coordinator 
NHIS Data Distribution Coordinator 
Division of Ecological and Water Resources 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Re: Great Plains Natural Gas Co. 
 Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement Project 
 Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Ms. Joyal: 
 
Merjent, Inc. is writing to request a project review for state-listed species on behalf of Great Plains 
Natural Gas Co. (Great Plains) who is planning to conduct the Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement 
Project (Project). The purpose of the Project is to maintain conformance with U.S. Department of 
Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration regulations. After 
conducting integrity assessments of its pipelines, Great Plains determined the need to replace a 
segment of existing pipeline between its existing Fergus Falls town boarder station and its Green 
Plains Ethanol tap. Approximately 2.9 miles of new 8-inch steel pipeline would be installed in new 
right-of-way in Sections 27, 28, and 29, Township 133 North, Range 43 West, Otter Tail County, 
Minnesota. New pipeline pigging launcher and receiver facilities would also be constructed at the 
beginning and ending points of the replacement segment. A new route is necessary for this 
segment of pipeline due to encroachment of business/commercial structures over the years. The 
existing pipeline would be reclassified from transmission line to distribution line and operated at 
lower pressures in order to adhere to Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administrations 
(PHMSA) definitions outlined in 49 CFR Part 192.3. Aerial photo-based maps depicting the 
Project are attached. 
 
State Listed Threatened and Endangered Species Review: A desktop analysis for state listed 
species was conducted for the Project in May 2016. Field-based habitat assessments will be 
performed for the Project May 31, 2016. Merjent receives annual updates of the Minnesota 
Natural Heritage Inventory System (NHIS) data. Results of the query for NHIS occurrences 
located within one mile of the Project area included the Small white lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium 
candidum), state special concern; the Fluted-shell (Lasmigona costata), state threatened; and the 
Black sandshell (Ligumia recta), state special concern. Available data describing the life history, 
critical habitat, and conservation measures associated with each species were reviewed. The 
evaluation of potential Project effects on these species is provided below. 
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Small White Lady’s Slipper 
 
The Small white lady’s-slipper is a slow growing, long-lived plant that requires an estimated 12 
years or more to reach maturity. Germination of the seeds requires ideal moisture conditions and 
the presence of a specific mycorrhizal soil fungus. Peak anthesis for Small white lady’s-slipper in 
Minnesota is usually about June 1, but flowers start developing in mid to late May. Small white 
lady’s-slipper primarily occurs in deep-soil mesic prairies. Wet prairies, certain types of sedge 
meadows, and calcareous fens (in the south) can also support this species. It does not occur in 
habitats with a history of livestock grazing or crop production. The soils are primarily calcareous 
till or lacustrine clays, or occasionally fibric, sedge-derived peat1. 
 
According to the NHIS query, a population was identified approximately 1 mile northwest of the 
Project in the Wildung Wildlife Protection Area which is managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. This population was last observed in June, 1980. Field surveys will be conducted for this 
species on May 31, 2016. If any Small white lady’s-slipper are identified within the Project area 
during this survey, Great Plains will contact the MDNR to develop mitigation measures that avoid 
or minimize the potential for impacts on the Small white lady’s-slipper. 
 
Fluted-shell 
 
The Fluted-shell is a relatively widespread but uncommon species in Minnesota, occurring in the 
Red, Minnesota, St. Croix, and Mississippi (below St. Anthony Falls) river drainages. Mussels are 
long-lived, many species of which may live for several decades and in some instances, a century 
or more. They spend most of their lives buried in the bottom sediments of permanent water bodies, 
and often live in multi-species communities called mussel beds The Fluted-shell prefers habitats 
of medium to large rivers, dominated by gravel substrates in areas with swift currents and water 
that is at least 0.6 m (2 ft.) deep1. 
 
NHIS query results show that this species was identified in the Otter Tail River in 1994 (three live 
individuals) and during the Statewide Mussel Survey in 2004 (empty shells collected). The Otter 
Tail River is approximately 0.6 mile south of the Project area at its closest point. Great Plains will 
install temporary and permanent erosion and sediment control measures and will obtain a NPDES 
Stormwater Permit. Based on these measures and the distant proximity to the Otter Tail River, 
the potential for erosion and sedimentation to adversely affect waterbodies and mussels that may 
be present will be minimized to the extent practicable. Therefore, we believe that the Project will 
have no effect on the Fluted-shell. 
 
Black Sandshell 
 
The Black sandshell was once common in all but the smallest rivers in Minnesota. The Black 
sandshell mussel is also a long-lived species and is usually found in the riffle and run areas of 
medium to large rivers in areas dominated by sand or gravel. Viability of this species is threatened 
by degradation of mussel habitat in streams throughout its known range. Declines in habitat 
conditions are associated with management of the Mississippi River as a navigational canal, and 
with non-point source water pollution and sediment pollution. The Black sandshell is also being 
impacted by the infestation of non-native zebra mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) in the 
Mississippi River and its tributaries1. 


                                                           
1Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. (2016). Rare Species Guide. Accessed online at 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html. 
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NHIS query results show that this species was identified in the Otter Tail River in 1994 (one live 
individual collected) and during the Statewide Mussel Survey in 2004 (one dead individual). As 
described above, the Otter Tail River is approximately 0.6 mile south of the Project area at its 
closest point. Great Plains will install temporary and permanent erosion and sediment control 
measures and will obtain a NPDES Stormwater Permit. Based on these measures and the distant 
proximity to the Otter Tail River, the potential for erosion and sedimentation to adversely affect 
waterbodies and mussels that may be present will be minimized to the extent practicable. 
Therefore, we believe that the Project will have no effect on the Black sandshell. 
 
Great Plains is preparing to file an application for a route permit with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission and would appreciate receiving any comments or questions you may have regarding 
potential impacts on state-listed species or habitats within 30 days. Great Plains is also consulting 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) Twin Cities Field Office regarding federally listed 
species and designated critical habitat. If you have questions regarding the Project or require 
additional information, please contact me at jkamm@merjent.com or by phone at (612) 354-4284.  
 
Sincerely, 
Merjent, Inc. 
 


 
 
Jennifer Kamm 
Senior Analyst 
 
Enclosures: Project Maps 
 
cc: Jesse Volk, Great Plains Natural Gas Co. 
 



mailto:jkamm@merjent.com
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 Jennifer Kamm  
TractorWorks Building 612.746.3660 main  
800 Washington Avenue N. 612.354.4284 direct
Suite 315
 

Minneapolis, MN 55401
612.875.0543 cell
 

612.746.3679 fax
 

  
www.merjent.com jkamm@merjent.com  

 
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.

http://www.merjent.com/
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 August 30, 2016 
 
Ms. Sarah Beimers 
Manager of Government Programs and Compliance 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Minnesota Historical Society 
345 Kellogg Blvd. W. 
St. Paul, MN 55102-1903 
 
Re: Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement Project 
 Phase I Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey 
 
Dr. Ms. Beimers, 
 
Great Plains Natural Gas Co. (Great Plains) is planning to construct the Fergus Falls Pipeline 
Replacement Project (Project) in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. The purpose of the Project is to 
maintain conformance with U.S. Department of Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) regulations. After conducting integrity assessments of 
its pipelines, Great Plains determined the need to replace a segment of existing pipeline 
between its existing Fergus Falls town boarder station and its Green Plains Ethanol tap.  
 
Approximately 3 miles (mi) (4.8 kilometers [km[) of new 8-inch steel pipeline would be installed 
within a new right-of-way in Sections 27, 28, and 29, Township 133 North, Range 43 West in 
Ottertail County, Minnesota. New pipeline pigging launcher and receiver facilities would also be 
constructed at the beginning and ending points of the replacement segment. A new route is 
necessary for this segment of pipeline due to encroachment of business/commercial structures 
over the years. The existing pipeline would be reclassified from transmission line to distribution 
line and operated at lower pressures in order to adhere to PHMSA definitions outlined in 49 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 192.3. 
 
Supporting Fieldwork Summary and Review Request 
 
Great Plains contracted with Merjent, Inc. (Merjent) to perform a Phase I archaeological 
reconnaissance survey of the project’s workspace. Phase I archaeological survey of the 
proposed Project area was conducted by Merjent personnel between May 31 and June 1 and 
August 16 and 17, 2016. No cultural materials were observed in the area of potential effect. A 
copy of the survey report is attached for your review. Based on the survey results, Merjent 
recommends a determination of No Historic Properties Affected for this project. The 
documentation of the Merjent field review includes: 
 
• Phase I Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey Technical Report 
 
With this submittal, Great Plains requests concurrence from the SHPO that the proposed project 
will not affect properties listed on, or eligible for listing on, the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
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If you have any questions or concerns regarding this summary, please feel free to contact me at 
(612) 924-3976, or electronically at alangemueller@merjent.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
 
 
Allison Lange Mueller, M.S., RPA 
Principal Investigator/ Senior Cultural Resources Specialist 
Merjent, Inc. 
 
cc:  Bill Regan, Merjent 
 Jesse Volk, Great Plains Natural Gas Co. 
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July 22, 2016 
 
Mr. Bob Patton 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
625 North Robert Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 
 
Re: Great Plains Natural Gas Co. 
 Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement Project 
 Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Mr. Patton: 
 
Merjent, Inc. is writing to request a project review for agricultural related concerns on behalf of 
Great Plains Natural Gas Co. (Great Plains) who is planning to conduct the Fergus Falls Pipeline 
Replacement Project (Project). The purpose of the Project is to maintain conformance with U.S. 
Department of Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
regulations. Approximately 2.9 miles of new 8-inch steel pipeline would be installed in new right-
of-way in Sections 27, 28, and 29, Township 133 North, Range 43 West, Otter Tail County, 
Minnesota. An aerial photo-based map depicting the Project is attached. 
 
Approximately 2.0 miles of the proposed Project route are located on agricultural land. Merjent 
has reviewed the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s (MDA) Directory of Minnesota Organic 
Farms and FieldWatch, Inc.’s Driftwatch website map viewer to assess organic farm locations in 
the Project area. Based on review of these sources, no organic farms were identified. Could you 
please confirm this conclusion, and identify if the MDA is aware of any particular agricultural 
practices, soils and other agricultural concerns within the Project location? Merjent is also 
assisting Great Plains with developing an Agriculture Impact Mitigation Plan. 
 
Great Plains is preparing to file an application for a route permit with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission and would appreciate receiving any comments or questions you may have within 30 
days. If you have questions regarding the Project or require additional information, please contact 
me at jkamm@merjent.com or by phone at (612) 354-4284.  
 
Sincerely, 
Merjent, Inc. 

 
Jennifer Kamm 
Senior Analyst 
 
Enclosures: Project Map 
 
cc: Jesse Volk, Great Plains Natural Gas Co. 

mailto:jkamm@merjent.com
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From: Patton, Bob (MDA)
To: Jennifer Kamm
Cc: Volk, Jesse; Bill Regan
Subject: RE: Great Plains Natural Gas Company - Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement Project, Project Review Request
Date: Friday, July 22, 2016 4:20:06 PM
Attachments: image003.gif

image001.jpg

Dear Jennifer:
 
I am unaware of any special concerns in the project location that would not be addressed by an
agricultural impact mitigation plan.  I’m afraid I will be unable to confirm your conclusion regarding
the absence of organic farms, and appreciate your diligence in establishing their presence along the
route.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions as you develop an AIMP.
 
Thanks. 
 
Bob
 
Robert Patton, AICP
Supervisor, Energy and Environment Section
Agricultural Marketing and Development Division
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
625 Robert Street North
Saint Paul, MN  55155-2538
Ph: 651-201-6226

                         www.mda.state.mn.us
 

From: Jennifer Kamm [mailto:jkamm@merjent.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 9:31 AM
To: Patton, Bob (MDA) <bob.patton@state.mn.us>
Cc: Volk, Jesse <Jesse.Volk@gpng.com>; Bill Regan <bregan@merjent.com>
Subject: Great Plains Natural Gas Company - Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement Project, Project
Review Request
 
Dear Mr. Patton,
 
Merjent, Inc. is writing to request a project review for agricultural related concerns on behalf of
Great Plains Natural Gas Co. who is planning to conduct the Fergus Falls Pipeline Replacement
Project. Please find the attached letter describing the project and the information we are seeking. If
you have any questions or need further information you can contact me by email or by phone at
612.354.4284.
 
Best Regards,

mailto:bob.patton@state.mn.us
mailto:jkamm@merjent.com
mailto:Jesse.Volk@gpng.com
mailto:bregan@merjent.com
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/




Jennifer
 

  

 Jennifer Kamm  
TractorWorks Building 612.746.3660 main  
800 Washington Avenue N. 612.354.4284 direct
Suite 315
 

Minneapolis, MN 55401
612.875.0543 cell
 

612.746.3679 fax
 

  
www.merjent.com jkamm@merjent.com  

 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.

http://www.merjent.com/
mailto:jkamm@merjent.com



