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Please accept the following comments regarding the scoping of the Minnkota Power Cooperative
HVTL project, PUC Docket numbers ET6/TL-016-327.
 
We own property on the proposed route and have significant concerns with the route.  Our property
is located in Sections 12, 13 & 14 of Itasca Township in Clearwater County.  We are opposed to
having the transmission line on our property.  We are cattle farmers and have significant acreage in
comparison to any other private property owner along the route.  We have concerns about the
safety of this type of line on our property and the potential health and safety impacts to our
livelihood.  We also stand to have a significant decrease in the value of our property because of the
installation of the transmission line due to both the noise that will be created by the line as well as
the aesthetics surrounding the line.  It would seem that a transmission line that is meant to serve a
single business entity and not the public as a whole should have the smallest impact as possible on
private land owners and our private economic viability.
 
In reviewing the application submission we found information that we believe supports our concerns
and suggests a route that we would be supportive of.  Melissa Doperalski, DNR, noted in a November
email that “MNDNR would like Minnkota Power to consider alternatives that avoid the creation of a
new corridor through the MBS site and crossing the stream altogether.  This could be achieved by
heading due east from the starting point and cross north of Big LaSalle Lake along Ridgeway Drive to

105th Avenue, then south to 400th Street.  This route still makes use of county land and limits the
habitat impacts of a new corridor by utilizing existing roadway corridors.”  In reviewing the public
land records on both the Clearwater and Hubbard County GIS sites, this route is substantially owned
by Hubbard County, in fact Sections 5, 8, 17 and 20 of Lake Hattie township contains only 1 private
property owner .  The economic impact to private landowners would be significantly less by
following the route suggested by the DNR than following the currently proposed route.
 
While the proposed route does provide separation from the sites of biodiversity significance as
noted by the 2013 Farm Service Agency image included in the application, there is a large area of

native Lady Slippers growing all along the east side of 281st Avenue that will be destroyed by the

transmission line.  The route along 105th avoids the biodiversity significant areas to the same degree
as the proposed route and avoids the native Lady Slippers.
 
In addition to our concerns over the proposed route we also have concerns regarding the process
with regard to the permit for MPL – Laporte 115 kV HVTL Project Docket Number ET – 6/TL – 16 –
327.  The transmission line has the specific purpose to serve the MPL pumping station on County 95. 
The permitting process for the pumping station has already been granted and construction has
begun.  It is apparent that the Public Utilities Commission fully intends to grant the permit to
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Minnkota because the station has no ability to run without the line.  The ability for the public to truly
have an impact on the process appears minimal at best.
 
Thank you for considering our comments.
 
 
Kenneth & Mary Thompson

19743 281st Avenue
Shevlin, MN  56676
218-368-7980
mmtson@gvtel.com
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