Minnesota Department of Commerce
In the Matter of the Application id Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. for a route for
the MPL-Laporte 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Clearwater and Hubbard
Counties, Minnesota

To Whom It May Concern,

Both my husband and | moved from the west metro to get away from the ‘city life’
that was full of pollution, crime and ‘white noise’ (traffic, planes and power lines). The
location that we decided to have a family was based on being away from the ‘white
noise’. The house we bought less than two years has a beautiful view of the woods that
we have come to love and cherish. We have had deer, turkeys and other wildlife in our
front yard and have heard wolves on multiple occasions. For the reasons above and
below we are opposed to having the power line put across from our house.

There have been health care professionals, private scientists that have
documented the negative side affects that electromagnetic fields (EMF) can have on
both animals and humans. The World Health Organization (WHO) has classified
Radio-Frequency (RF) emissions as a group 2 B carcinogen, which is the same class
as banned DDT. EMF has been shown to cause symptoms such as fatigue,
depression, headaches, cardiac arrhythmias as well as many other symptoms. There
have also been many studies worldwide that have shown that living next to high voltage
power lines as well as power transmission network increases the risk of cancer and
other health problems. The negative side effects are higher the closer the EMFs are
with increased risk of cancer, stunted growth and increased triglycerides shown for
living within 150 feet of the power lines.

We currently do not have an alternative route for the power line in mind other
than the pipe line. From what we understand, this route was denied due to the
interference the EMF would cause on the pipeline. If there is that much interference
from the EMF on pipeline we can only imagine the interference it can have on human
life, especially young children. We are currently expecting our first child and are very
excited to raise her in an area that is filled with the beauty of nature. We bought our
house without having huge powerline just across the street from us and would very
much like to keep it that way. There is so much county land in Hubbard county there
must be a better way to have the power line go from the new substation to its endpoint
without interfering with current residents. Both my husband and | feel that the health of
our family should not be put at risk for a private company to put up a power line.

Sincerely,
Brandon & Dr. Amanda Bergin



