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MR. PANAIT: Good evening. M nane is
Cezar Panait. |I'ma staff engineer working for the
M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion. And we are
here today to have a public infornmati on and EA
scopi ng neeting on behalf of M nnesota Public
Uilities Comm ssion and the M nnesota Departnent of
Commer ce.

In front of us is an application by Xcel
Energy for a site permt for a new power generating
plant in Black Dog -- in Burnsville, Mnnesota known
as the Black Dog Unit 6. And this is Docket
Nunmber EO002/ GS- 15- 834.

So whenever nenbers of the public would
want to send us sone information, sone comments,
pl ease al ways reference that docket nunber, which is
our electronic filing system

So, again, the scope of tonight's
meeting, and thank you for comi ng here tonight, is
to explain the Com ssion's review process for a site
permt, which in this case, in the case of a | arge
energy facility |like the power plant, the
215 negawatt power plant qualifies under the
M nnesota statutes definition as a | arge energy
facility and requires a site permt.

So the scope of tonight's information is
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to present information about the proposed project,
obvi ously, and to gather information. Later on
M. Bill Stormwill solicit input and coments from
the public on the scope of the environnental
assessnent that will be conducted for this project.
Nonet hel ess, we are here to ask and the applicant,
Xcel Energy, are here to answer any questions you
m ght have about the specific project or the process
in general .

The M nnesota Public Uilities
Conmmi ssion, the state agency that | work for, is a
state agency. And its main charge fromthe
Legislature is to -- it regulates electric utilities
in Mnnesota, tel ephone conpanies and al so
pi pelines. The scope of our regul ation extends to
power plants, pipelines, transm ssion |ines, |ocal
and | ong di stance tel ephone service. And, also,
M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion regul ates not
only the rates for the utilities, but also the
pl anni ng, the services that the ratepayers receive.

The conposition of the Public Uilities
Conmi ssion is five conm ssioners. These
comm ssi oners are appoi nted by the Governor and they
serve staggered terns, six-year terns. And it Iis a

full-time enpl oynment for these conm ssioners as
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opposed to other state conmm ssions, which m ght have
only part-tinme conm ssi oners.

And the staff at the PUC, which is the
common nane for our Public UWilities Comm ssion, the
short nane, we are about 50 staff nenbers, planners,
rate anal ysts, financial anal ysts, engineers and
also a legal team W have a |legal team And,
nonet hel ess, we have the Consuner Affairs O fice,
whi ch ny col | eague, Tracy Snmetana, she's the public
advi sor assigned to this project. She couldn't be
here toni ght, but her nane and contact information
is found in the presentation a few slides |ater.

So a large electric power generating
plant, the M nnesota Statute 216E defines this |arge
el ectric power generating plant as bei ng any power
plant with an output, the regul ar output of 50, 000
kilowatts or also known as 50 negawatts or nore. So
any new power plant proposed that exceeds this
threshold is required by the M nnesota statute 216E
to secure a site permt fromthe Public Uilities
Comm ssi on.

And anot her rule that governs the site
permt for power plants besides the statute is the
adm nistrative rule, Mnnesota Rule Part 7850, the

power plant -- the siting and routing for
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transm ssion |ines and power plants, siting for
power pl ants.

Now t he question is what are the
participants in this docket. O course we have the
applicant, in this case, Xcel Energy, who applied
for a site permt. And we have the Departnent of
Commer ce, Energy Environnental Review and Anal ysi s,
al so abbreviated at ERA, which is a state agency.
And t hey conduct the environmental review for this
| arge energy projects. And, also, we get help from
the O fice of Admi nistrative Hearings, which is
anot her state agency. And they have adm ni strative
| aw j udges that we ask the OAH to assign a judge in
each of these dockets to preside over the public
heari ngs and gat her input and sunmari ze the comrents
fromthe nenbers of the public.

And in many cases the process can take
either two to -- W have -- The revi ew process can
be either a summary report, which are the projects
that are not contested that nuch. And in that case
the Judge is being asked to provide a sunmary of
public testinony. And in the nore contested cases,
t he Judge al so provides his or her own
reconmmendati ons on top of the findings and

conclusions. And the report that is issued by the
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ALJ is a docunent that conmes before -- is submtted
into the docket and the Conm ssion, we use that
docket to help the comm ssioners guide in the
deci si on- maki ng process.

Continuing on, Public Uilities
Commi ssion. |I'ma staff analyst. |'m an engi neer
by trade, and ny job is to assist the comm ssi oners
interpreting and anal yzing the record by providing
advice as far as the inpact of which of the
deci sions that can potentially conme out from after
t he scoping, after the record is being devel oped.
It usually cones down to a few decisions in cases of
if you have alternative sites or routes. This is
not the case in this project because there is no
feasible alternative site that was proposed. But
that's ny role, to informthe conm ssioners and
wite summary reports, also known as briefing
papers, and schedul e the docket through vari ous
stages during the review, which in this case can
take up to nine nonths, depending on a few
ml estones that if we can neet those on tine,
potentially the final decision could be issued
earlier than that.

And then we have the public advisor,

Tracy Snetana. Her job is to participate in the
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site permt process. And she's the party that
answers inquiries fromthe public and hel ps the
public, guide themon how to participate. But,
agai n, neither the public advisor nor nyself, we are
not here to give |egal advice or advocate on behal f
of the applicant or on behalf of the M nnesota
Departnent of Cormerce. W are a neutral party to

t he proceedi ng.

Now, M nnesota Statute 216E has a nunber
of siting factors for the Comm ssion to follow in
its decision-nmaking process. And those factors laid
out in the statute involve aspects related to hunan
settlenent, the inpact of this new proposed project
on human settl enent, such as di spl acenent, noi se,
aesthetics, cultural values, recreation, public
services. And then inpacts could be related to
public health and safety, social economc factors
such as inpact to agriculture, forestry, tourism
m ni ng, also any inpact to archeol ogi cal and
hi storical resources and not the | east natural
environnent, inpact to air, water, plants, aninals.

And the factors that the Conm ssion
considers in its decision-naking are related to
maxi m zi ng the energy efficiencies of new projects

bei ng proposed. These are factors that the

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Conmm ssion | ooks for in their decision-making
process. The project has to allow for future
expansi on, have that capability at |east, and then
maki ng good use of existing resources, power plant
sites, so-called brown sites for projects and
relocating the brown site that is nore conpelling.

And t hen, al so, nonethel ess, everything
has to be desi gned and pl anned according to
established electrical systemreliability
requi rements established by NERC and ot her
regul atory authorities. Cost is a factor in the --
for consideration in the decision process,
operation, mai ntenance of the power plant. So all
these factors are being | ooked at and consi dered by
t he Conmm ssion during the final decision, which wll
conme down later on, as | nentioned.

Now, to nove quickly to a flow chart.
Sone people like to look at flow charts. So this is
what we are expecting to happen for this particul ar
application in hand. So the application was
accepted in Decenber. The application for a new
conbustion unit, 215 negawatts. And then we are
here tonight to have the public information and
scopi ng neeting, which, as indicated, this is an

opportunity for the public to get involved and
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parti ci pate.

And after this the Departnent of Comrerce

wll gather their information for the environnental
assessnent scoping, and later on they will be
i ssuing a scoping decision. In other words, the

scoping is a table of contents as far as what that
envi ronnental review should analyze in detail. And
then once the so-called EA is published, we are
goi ng to announce a notice, a public hearing and
also wll schedule a public hearing that woul d be
presi ded over by the Judge. And the judge wll
gather all the coments on the EA, on the nerits of
-- Everything is up and the public can coment on
the nerits of the project, any concerns that m ght
have inpact. And, also, the inpact on the
envi ronnental resources, obviously, is part of the
scope -- topics, | should say, topics for the public
heari ng.

And then the Conmm ssion | ooks at -- does
a review of the facts and the nerits of the project,
gathers all the information received fromthe public
fromother state agencies, |ocal governnent units
al so. And then the Judge, in the case of this
particul ar project, which the Conmm ssi on deci ded

already, at the tine the application was accept ed,
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to follow a short and expedited review process,
which is also referred to as the summary report
process. In this case the Judge -- we'll ask the
Judge to provide a summary of public testinmony and
sonme Fi ndi ngs of Fact and Concl usi ons regardi ng the
pr oj ect .

And then we'll take all that into account
and public comments received during the public
comrent period, and then we'll schedule this for a
final decision neeting sonmetine -- could be as |late
as Septenber. W don't know for sure, dependi ng on
-- This is still in flux, depending on the nunber of
m | estones that we m ght be able to achi eve. But
this is the potentially a tineline, estinated
projected tineline for the project in a table form
So you can see various nil estones being listed here.

And then this is -- W want to enphasize
that every tine nmenbers of the public or agencies
want to comment on this particular project, this is
what a typical notice mght |ook like. And we
al ways enphasi ze on the need to pl ease use that
docket nunber, so it allows us to place the coments
in through the proper E-file. E-docket is the
el ectroni c docket filing system for the Depart nment

of Commerce and t he PUC.
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So, again, | already alluded to sone of
this. Enphasize the fact that we need that docket
nunmber. And then when the notice cones out, we'll
have a list of topics and we invite nmenbers of the
public to please address the -- speak to those
t opi cs.

And, al so, we can take witten coments,
oral comments. They bear the sanme weight. No need
to send witten comments. |f sonebody provided
verbal comments, they bear the sane weight.

And then the Comm ssion's decision is
based on the facts in the record. So it doesn't
help if sonebody were to send five tines the sane
witten corments. W only take that into
consi deration once and give it proper weight.

And, also, | want to enphasize that
whenever public comments are received, we publish
those online verbatim So if you have private
informati on that you don't want to discl ose, but
we'd |1 ke to get your nane and address so we can
properly associate the comments with the person that
i's commenti ng.

And t hen, obviously, enphasize the
suggestion that we like the comments to be received

before the deadline to be given consideration, and
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that's a standard practice.

And t hen just sonme howto gui dance on if
you want to know nore about the project, this
particul ar project, we have a website. And then you
can find out nore by searching fromour honme page.
There's a button that it's called search E-docket,
so, again, that electronic filing system And you
have to enter the year for the docket, '15 in this
case. 834 is the project nunber. Select search and
you' |l be presented with a list of all the docunents
t hat have been filed into the record up to that
poi nt .

Al so, we encourage people, nenbers of the
public, to if they want to sign up to be receiving
noti fications about upcom ng neetings, |ike public
i nformati on nmeeti ng and open conment periods, to
pl ease -- You will either fill out one of those
signing cards or, also, contact us by email or by
US nmil. W have here a generic contact ensi
address for the PUC. And your name wll be pronmptly
added to the project list for this particul ar
pr oj ect .

And, also, there's nore than one way to
get involved and | earn nore about the project by

subscribing. So you can go online and subscribe to
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this docket. Subscribing neans you will be getting
notifications every tine -- an email notification
every tine there's a new docunent that arrives in

t he E-dockets. You'll get an enmail notification
wth a link and you can quickly review what that new
docunent is about. So this is subscribing to the
docket. And this is actually how you actually do
that, provide your enmail address. You have to type
in the docket nunber and then you add yourself to
the list of subscribers.

And then, again, | am Cezar Panait. M
job is title is Energy Facilities Planner, Public
Uilities Comm ssion. And Tracy is not here, but
she's our public advisor in this docket.

And with that, | want to turn it to Mrk,
from Xcel Energy, so he can give his presentation
about the details, the technical details about this
project. Thank you.

MR. DANBERG  Thank you, Cezar. |'m Mark
Danberg. |I'mwith Xcel Energy. And |I'm a project
manager for various projects in Mnnesota and
W sconsin, and |I've been selected to be the project
manager for the Black Dog Unit 6.

This evening we're going to review sone

of the discussion points that have been addressed in
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this environnental assessnent by the Departnent of
Commerce. The Black Dog Unit 6 project was
initially approved in |ate 2014, and it primarily
supports our strategy to transition away from coal
and towards cl eaner electricity sources and cl eaner
generati ng resources.

So we want to thank you for your
attendance tonight. W certainly value the Gty of
Burnsville's | ongstandi ng partnership. Together
many good out cones have been achi eved at Bl ack Dog
and with Burnsville, and we | ook forward to your
i nput. Thank you for com ng out again tonight.

So alittle bit about the project. The
| ocation of Black Dog, for those that aren't aware,
"1l show you on this slide and on the board over
there (indicating), the highlighted, obviously right
in the very northern area right al ong the M nnesota
River. This is howit |ooks kind of today. It
|l ooks a little better than that because we started
to clean it up. But you see the large stack that's
the fornmer coal plant stack. The snaller stacks in
bet ween haven't been used for years, but we're going
to soon take those down. And then to the far |eft
is the Unit 5 stack which will also stand. [If you

| ook at the next slide, you can see the Unit 5 stack
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remai ns and the other stacks we're going to take
down not as part of this project, but as part of
parall el projects that are occurring in that 2015 to
2020 tine frane.

So a couple of points to back up to
Cezar's comment. This (indicating) is our affected
area, the red circled area. Mst of the work is
going to be inside the plant, the existing facility.
We'll have a new stack that goes 65 feet above that
buil ding up to a height of about 200 feet above the
el evation outside and then a little bit on the south
side, but very mninal.

The stacks, as | nentioned, we're going
to renove the old Unit 2 and 3 and the big conmmobn
stack in the period 2018 to 2019 is what those are
currently planned for. And in the orange area, this
is the transm ssion system And it will really not
be affected at all. W're going to reuse that
exi sting transm ssion system and infrastructure for
this new unit.

Alittle history about Bl ack Dog.

Started to construct the plant in 1949. The first
unit went in service, Unit 1, in 1952. Unit 2 went
into service in 1954. Both of those were retired in

1999 to make way for the gas conbi ned cycl e pl ant
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that's now operating there called Unit 5. 1It's
actually called unit 5-2 because it's reusing
Unit 2.

Movi ng further down the plant, Unit 3
went into service in 1955. And to conplete the coa
units, Unit 4 went into service in 1960. And those
were retired in April of last year. And we will be
replacing Units 3 and 4 in terns of capacity with
Unit 6, which will be a natural gas sinple cycle
peaking. There's a little difference between
peaki ng and conbi ned cycl e.

Just a quick diagram on how a sinple
cycle works. At the bottomleft we start -- take
the air in, filter it through what's called an inlet
air filter. You'll notice that fromthe outside.

It looks like a big filter, which that's what it is.
Internally we conpress that through the conpressor
section of the gas turbine, add sone gas, a

hi gh- pressure gas, fire that, and then that hot gas
w || expand and power the power turbine portion of

t hat gas turbine.

The power turbine does two things: It
makes energy for the conpressor to work and it al so
spins the gas turbine generator. Once we're done

W th spinning that power turbine, gas wll be
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exhausted out the top of the roof and go out the
st ack.

The generator. Basically it's job is to
turn notion into electricity. W step that up
t hrough a step-up transforner off to that
transm ssion systemyou saw in that | ast slide.
Pretty sinple process of turning gas into
electricity without too nuch environnental effects.

Some of our project benefits. This is
i nportant because we're produci ng power close to our
Twin Cties custoner. W're making it here and
we're using it here, so it doesn't have to travel a
| ong way | i ke sone of the other resources we have.
We're using that existing site infrastructure to
reduce our cost.

In this particular unit it's going to use
the | atest technol ogy, so we have fast start-up
capabilities. That's one of the bonus itens wth
this. So when a custoner suddenly needs a little
nore power, we can get this thing in service in
about ten mnutes if we've got things |lined up,
which is pretty inpressive because we haven't been
able to do that too much, but newer technol ogy
allows us to do that.

The big reason that we're doing a
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conbustion turbine here is it really supports our
renewabl e energy portfolio. Qur renewabl e energy
portfolio is currently a lot of wwnd and we're
novi ng towards nore solar. Wll, when those aren't
avai l able due to |l ower winds in the evening,
custonmers still need energy. So we can put a unit
i ke a conmbustion turbine in service and nake
electricity for the custoners, and then pull it
ri ght back out when that demand goes down | ater at
ni ght or when the wind picks up or the sun rises in
the nmorning. So that's a huge part of what we're
trying to do as a conpany, is nove fromcoal to
renewabl es, but we al so need that back up, in terns
of conbustion turbines, to be able to make that
electricity when the custoner needs it.

And, of course, this will reduce
envi ronnental effect i mensely conpared to the coal
units, and we'll go through that in the next slide
here. Just by noving fromthose coal units to this
gas conbi ned cycler -- or gas sinple cycle, excuse
me, our particulates are going to go down
98 percent. CQur sulfur dioxide is going to go down
100 percent. There's very mninal sulfur dioxide in
natural gas. N trogen oxi de goes down 99 percent.

There's a little bit left over, very mninal.
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Mercury, don't have nercury in natural gas. So
those are i medi ate benefits.

We al so get the benefit of reduced carbon
di oxi de, and a lot of this is because this unit wll
run |l ess than 10 percent of the tine. It will have
a 10 percent capacity factor or less. Wy? Because
it's supporting those renewables, so it only needs
to run when that renewabl e power isn't avail abl e.

A couple of other effects that we need to
consider. Noise levels. Overall it wll be
different, but they'll be inproved. Different types
of equi pnent make different noises. The big thing
is it will only be running | ess than that 10 percent
of the tine, so you won't hear it as often, well
bel ow our previous co-operations. The noise from
coal trains is already gone. W turned that off in
April of last year fromyard vehicles and ash trucks
that we had during our coal plant days. So those
noi ses are gone, so this is a big benefit.

Aesthetic-wse it has a nuch small er
plunme than with coal plants, no particul ates going
out, won't run as often. So you won't notice it --
Pl us a nmuch | ower stack, so you won't notice it
nearly as nuch.

Additionally, you know, in addition to
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this project, there's another project that also is
occurring, but it's being permtted under a separate
process. There's a need to build a new gas |ine
from Eagan Town Border Station to the Bl ack Dog
plant to serve this unit because we do not have
enough natural gas there right now So that will be
covered under a separate permt proceedi ng probably
| ater this year

Sone of our activities. You can see they
line up noderately well. W put summer of 2016,
anticipating a little earlier use of that site
permt and air permt, but it nay be |later sunmer.
Once we receive those, we'll start construction.

And by spring of 2018, we'll be in
commerci al operation. Pretty quick turnaround for a
conbustion turbine versus sone of the other
t echnol ogi es.

We currently started our coal yard
renedi ati on | ast year, got sone stuff done al ong the
river. W're going to work our way towards the coa
yard and ash ponds and finish that hopefully by
2020, is what we have currently schedul ed.

Those stacks, they'll start to di sappear
in 2018. And hopefully by 2019, under the current

schedul e, the larger stack wll also be elimnated.
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Qui ck sunmary of our positive outcones.
Retires that aging coal-fired generation, which has
al ready been done at Bl ack Dog. W' ve got
state-of-the-art technology going in. It's a
cost-effective solution for custonmers. This project
is relatively | ow cost conpared to other generation
t echnol ogi es, which is appropriate because it's
backi ng up those renewabl es. As opposed to spendi ng
nore noney for nore efficiency, it isn't going to
run that nmuch of the tinme, so it's not as
cost-effective. Provides significant environnental
benefits, as shown on the previous slides, and,
agai n, supports our renewabl e energy strategy, which
is transitioning fromcoal to cl eaner energy.

So that's all |1've got. So there's ny
contact infornmation. The best way to contact nme is
email and 1'Il get back to you. You can |eave ne a
phone nessage and I'Il try to get back to you al so.
So happy to take your questions at this tine.
Oherwise, I'lIl turnit over. So if there's any
questions? GCkay. Next upis M. Bill Storm who's
our environnmental review nman here. Thank you agai n.

MR, STORM Thanks, Mark. M/ nane is
Bill Storm | aman environnental review nmanager in

the Departnment of Commerce in the Energy
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Envi ronnental Review and Anal ysis Unit, EERA for
short, as you have heard t he ot her peopl e speak.
There's sone things on the table 1'd just
like to go over. | know we only have a handful of
peopl e here tonight. | have speaker cards. |If you

want to speak on the record toni ght about the scope,

|'d ask you to fill out a card and give it to ny
associate, Andy, and he'll get it to ne. W're such
a small group I'll probably just ask for a show of

hands at the end.

Anot her thing, if you want to comrent on
the scope -- And basically the scope is, what woul d
you like nme to study in nmy environnental assessnent
-- there are multiple ways you can do it. One of
themis you can fill out a form give it to nme or
Andy tonight, or there's an address, fax nunber.
You can just send it to us. M emil contact
information is on there and all ny contact
i nformati on.

And then the najor thing that's on the
table fromne is that since we're here to scope the
envi ronnental assessnent, | put together a draft
envi ronnental scope so the public can see what the
process is all about, what scope neans and aid you a

little bit to direct you in howto coment. And
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"Il go over that a little bit as we go through the
slides here.

Agai n, the Departnent of Comrerce EERA
group, we're responsible for conducting the
envi ronnental review, whether it's an environnent al
assessnment or an Environnental |npact Statenent, for
| arge energy projects that cone before the
Conmmi ssion for a decision, for a permt deci sion.
Qur other role is we al so serve as techni cal
consultants to the Comm ssion. |If the Comm ssion
has an issue that they would like investigated or to
gather nore information on, they wll oftentines
rely on us to do that technical review for them

What' s an environnental assessnent.
Ckay. An environnental assessnent, it's a document,
a printed docunent. It's a tool for the public,
agenci es and deci sion-nakers. In this case the
deci sion-nmaker is the Public Uilities Comm ssi on.
And it's designed to aid themin nmaking their
decisions. How it does that is it discusses the
potenti al human and environnental inpacts of a given
projects and identifies strategies for avoi di ng
t hese inpacts, for mnimzing these inpacts, and in
many cases how to mtigate these potential inpacts.

So that's what the environnental review docunent is
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all about. And in this case the environnment al
revi ew docunent is called an environnent al
assessnent .

The scoping process. Wat is the scoping
process all about. The scoping process is an
opportunity for the public, for stakehol ders, for
| ocal units of government to have input on what |I'm
going to cover in the environnental assessnent. And
"1l go through the environnent -- the draft
envi ronnental statenent in a little bit and go
t hrough t hat.

The scoping decision is a formalized
deci sion nade by the Departnent of Commerce. The
scopi ng deci sion through statute and rule is the
responsibility of the Departnment of Commrerce. M
comm ssioner will -- Once we have the scoping
nmeeting, | take your comments tonight, there will be
a witten comment period for you to bring coments
intonme. Once |l gather all that, 1'll nmake a
reconmmendati on to ny conm ssioner on, here's what |

t hi nk we should study and what detail we should

st udy.

And then I'lIl have a conversation with
hi mand he'll either agree, disagree, whatever it
is, but he will finally, then, cone to a concl usion
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of what the scope should be and that is terned a

scoping decision. It also includes the schedul e,
when t he docunent will be rel eased. And i n nost
cases it wll have alternati ves.

I n nost cases when | do scopi ng neeti ngs,
whether it's for a transm ssion line, a pipeline or
a power plant, one of the things | usually ask the
public is, do you have any other sites or any other
routes that you want ne to consider. |In this case
because this project has gone through a previous
proceeding with the Conmm ssion, that decision has
al ready been made. W are not going to be
evaluating alternative sites in this case, so that's
one thing that will not be in this scope.

What |''m seeking for the public to give
me comrents on is |I'mlooking for are there issues
that you are specifically concerned about or is
there | ocal know edge that you have as a | ocal unit
of government, as a county governnent, as a state
governnment, as a citizen, snowbile club nenber,
what ever, are there concerns that your group has
that you're interested in that you want to make sure
| cover and flesh out in the environnental docunent.
And, again, included in that in a normal process

woul d be alternatives. You could present an
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alternative route or site. |In this docket because
t hat deci sion was already handled in the previous
docket, that's off the table. So what |'m I ooki ng
for fromthe public tonight and through the coment
period is what issues do you want ne to cover.

And to get to that point, we have this
docunent. This is the docunent that | pointed to
that's on the table. 1It's called a draft
envi ronnent al assessnment scopi ng docunent. The
first part of the document basically just |ays out
what the project is, what the regulatory process is,
and what environnental review neans.

But the inportant part of the docunent
that | want to point you to is on page 4 it starts
and it is a draft scope. And as Cezar sort of
inplied earlier, you can | ook at the scope as a
tabl e of contents for the environnental docunent,
and that's what you see here. These are the -- Wen
| ook at this project as it conmes in, these are the
i ssues that | think need to be covered froma
generi c standpoi nt, high-elevation standpoint.

And what | do in this process is | ask
the public, given these categories that you see on
here, is there sonething you want to nake sure |

capture. An exanple |I'"'musing here is if you go to
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Category 4.0, potential inpacts of the proposed
project, and you go to 4.4.7, you'll go to rare and
uni que natural resources. You nm ght have a concern,
as a citizen or stakehol der, about, well, | know
there's Peregrine falcons there. Wat's the inpact
of this project going to be on them

O, | go down to the river with ny kids
and |"'min that area and | think there's Bl andi ng
turtles down there, so | want to nake sure that you
talk about will this project have any inpact on the
Bl anding turtles. So that's the kind of thing.

Basically you can |l ook at this tabl e of
contents as a Christnmas tree and |I' masking you to
put ornanents on it. Wat are the specifics that
you want ne to drill down into. So that's the kind
of questions |I'mhoping -- kind of feedback |I'm
hopi ng to get from stakehol ders, |ocal units of
gover nment and people who are just generally
interested in this project.

As | said, nornmally site alternatives
woul d be one of the things I"'msoliciting fromthe
public. In a project that didn't have a preceding
docunent that dealt with this, |1'd be asking, do you
think there's a better place to put this project.

But because it was handled in a docket previously,
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that is a concern that we're not going to be dealing
wth., So I'"'mjust |ooking for inpacts, potenti al

i npacts you think this project nmay have and
questions you want answered through the

envi ronnental revi ew.

As | said, the DOC EERA, we're
responsi ble for doing the environnental review on
this these |large energy projects, but we don't do it
in a vacuum |f the Conm ssion does issue a permt
for this project, there are downstream projects,
downstream agenci es that will have pernmtting
authority al so.

For this project there may be -- or there
will be an air permt that wll be required fromthe
Pollution Control Agency. There nay be sone DNR
permts that are required for this project. On
ot her projects that are linear, |like transm ssion
i nes or pipelines, you nay be crossing roads that
i nvol ve DOT, other things |like that.

This slide is just to give you an idea
that | don't do this in a vacuum | solicit input
fromthe other downstream perm tti ng agenci es not
only to help ne wite ny environnental assessnment,
but also to help them defi ne and answer questi ons

that they're going to have when they have to i ssue a
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permt downstream

Project information. As Cezar said, the
Conmi ssi on has E-dockets. E-dockets is sort of the
official formal filing site where the stakehol ders,
the applicant, the agencies can file information to
be part of the record, and it's inportant. And
everything that's generated wll eventually end up
on that site.

The Departnent of Commerce, we al so have
a website. Qur website is a little different
because it's not as official. It explains a |ot of
t he nuances and has nore informati on, background

information, information |like that that you nay

find.

So if you're interested in seeing our
website -- And our website has file register on it,
just like E-docket does, where you can downl oad the

PDF of various things. You can see all the public
comments. You can see the comments | get fromthe
City of Burnsville if | get any, the comments | get
fromthe County, comments | get fromthe other state
agenci es. These docunents will be | oaded up on the
Departnent of Comrerce's website. This is the URL
for it. The 34314, that relates to this docket's

nunber in our system
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This is nmy contact information, phone
nunber, email information. | do have busi ness cards
on the back table if you want to snail mail ne
sonet hing through the snail mail. You can al so
t hrough that website, through the previous site,

t hrough this website you can al so nake an el ectronic
comment to ne if you want. So there's nultiple ways
of doing it. You can nake a conmment through our
website, you can make a comrent by calling ne,
emailing me, snail mailing ne or faxing nme your
comrents or using that comment formthat | showed
you i n the begi nning.

That's pretty much ny spiel. | want to
get to the point where I'mgoing to solicit conmrents
fromthe public. As Cezar said, your comments you
make tonight, if you choose to nmake coments
toni ght, we have a court reporter here. Witten
comments, oral coments, they all carry the sane
wei ght with us. You are wel cone to nmake oral
comments and witten comments or you can just make
one of them Either way, your comments will be
considered with the sane weight. Online comrent,
again, that's where you can file your online
comments. M nmail, ny fax, ny email is there.

The comment period for this phase of this
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proj ect ends on February 11lth, so you need to get
your comments to nme by February 11th if you want to
make sure your comment gets captured into the
record.

We have a small group here tonight.
Normally 1'd go through -- Sonme of the neetings that
me and Andrew may have, we may have three, four
hundred peopl e and have cards and | call the cards
out. Pretty small group here tonight, so | wll
just do a show of hands to see if anybody wants to
speak.

But if you do want to speak, what |1
ask you to do is step to the podium state and spell
your nane for the court reporter, speak slower than
| speak so the court reporter has a chance of
capturing it. O course, be respectful, that sort
of thing.

That's it for what environnental review
is and what I'mdoing. At this point I wll ask,
does anybody here want to ask a question or get a
comrent on the record? Okay. | usually do going
once, going twi ce, going three tines.

We have | think like three people here.
So renmenber February 11th if you want to get a

comment into ne. |If you have a concern about a
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specific itemthat you think, I"'mnot sure if this
plan will inpact -- will this project inpact the
bi ke trail, will this project inpact, like |I said,

the falcon or turtles, any questions that you want

to make sure that | cover in nmy EA, you need to get
those to nme by February 11th. | really appreciate
everybody com ng out.

Cezar, | don't knowif you want to wap
up with sone cl osing comments.

MR. PANAIT: Yes. Once again, | want to
take the opportunity to thank everybody to come out
here tonight to participate in this inportant
project that is part of |ong-term Xcel Energy IRP
process, |Integrated Resource Planning. That's their
vision for the future, how to nmeet denand, projected
future energy demand for their system This project
was approved as part of a docket in -- Actually, it
was approved in 2014 to provide up to 250 negawatts
of capacity for Xcel's custoners.

So, once again, thank you for com ng out

tonight. And it's still not too late if you want to
make some comments. We'd love to hear fromyou. |If
not, we'll have our |lines of conmunication open
until February 11th, as stated. And even
thereafter, this project wll go through its review
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process until sonetinme during the summer. So if

there are no other coments, | thank you for your

participation and we are adjourned. Thank you.
(Wher eupon, the public coments were

adj ourned at 6:56 p.m)
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