
 
Public Comments Received on the 

Scope of the Environmental Assessment for the 
Mankato Energy Center Expansion Project 

Docket No. IP6949/GS-15-620 
 
 
Oral Comments 
  
 No oral comments were received.  
 
 
Written Comments 
 
Agencies 

(1) Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 
(2) Minnesota Department of Transportation 

 
Citizens 

(1) Bryan Schneider 
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SCOPING AND INFORMATIONAL MEETING - 15-620 

MANKATO - OCTOBER 13, 2015 - 6:00 P.M.  

BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

AND DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

In the Matter of Mankato Energy Center II, LLC's 

Application for a Site Permit for the 345 MW Expansion of 

the Mankato Energy Center

MPUC DOCKET NO. IP-6949/GS-15-620

 
Country Inn & Suites
1900 Premier Drive
Mankato, Minnesota 

October 13, 2015 

COURT REPORTER: Janet Shaddix Elling, RPR 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2

John Flumerfelt of the Mankato Energy 

Center; Ray Kirsch of the Minnesota Department of 

Commerce, EERA; and Tracy Smetana of the Minnesota 

Public Utilities Commission were present.

Three members of the public appeared 

separately and asked informal questions. 

There were no other members of the public 

who appeared and the meeting was adjourned. 





~(""'"'i"o Minnesota Department of Transportation 
~ E Office of Land Management 
i ff 
~"'>- 0FT'f\p..¥-<§- 395 John Ireland Boulevard 

Phone: 651-366-4635 
Fax: 651-366-3450 
stacy.kotch@state.mn.us Saint Paul, MN 55155 

Mailstop 678 

October 27, 2015 

Ray Kirsch, Environmental Review Manager 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul MN 55101 

Re: In the Matter of the Site Permit Application of Mankato Energy II, LLC for the 345 MW 
Expansion of Mankato Energy Center 
PUC Docket No IP-6949/GS-15-620 

Dear Mr. Kirsch: 

On September 181
h, 2015, a request was made for public comment on the scope of the 

Environmental Assessment (EA) relating to the site permit application by Mankato Energy II, LLC 
for a 345 MW expansion of the Mankato Energy Center in Blue Earth County. The Minnesota 
Department of Transportation (Mn DOT) submits the following comments in response to the 
request. 

Upon initial review of the proposed project, it appears that the additional combustion turbine 
generator, a heat recovery steam generator, and associated facilities will not impact to the state 
trunk highway system in the area. MnDOT requests that our agency be made aware of any 
changes to the proposed project that may make the project area close enough to occupy a portion 
of current MnDOT right of way. 

There may be highway-related considerations related to oversize/overweight hauling of equipment 
for the proposed project. Specifically, these large loads of freight are often transported along 
nearby interregional corridors (IRC) such as US 169, a High Priority IRC and US 14, a Medium 
Priority IRC. Because MnDOT's highway construction activities could impact the Applicant's plans 
to haul oversize loads to the proposed site, the Applicant will need to coordinate with MnDOT when 
planning such loads. 

MnDOT has adopted a formal policy and procedures for accommodation of utilities on the highway 
rights of way ("Utility Accommodation Pol icy") . A copy of MnDOT's pol icy can be found at 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/policy/operations/op002.html . 
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Any energy center construction work, including delivery or storage of structures, materials or 
equipment that may affect MnDOT right of way is of concern such that Mn DOT should be involved 
in planning and coordinating such activities. If work is required within MnDOT right of way for 
temporary or permanent access, please coordinate with Steve Schoeb, District 7 A Permits, at 507-
304-6180 or Steve.Schoeb@state.mn.us. 

MnDOT has a continuing interest in working with the Mankato Energy II, LLC to ensure that 
possible impacts to the state transportation system are adequately addressed. We appreciate the 
opportunity to provide these comments. 

Sincerely, 

Stacy Kotch 

Utility Transmission Route Coordinator 

Minnesota Department of Transportation 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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