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Rolfes, Christina 
 

From: Joyal, Lisa (DNR) <Lisa.Joyal@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Friday, January 16, 2015 11:14 AM 
To: Rolfes, Christina 
Cc: BRANDON.STANKIEWICZ@nexteraenergy.com; JENNIFER.FIELD@nexteraenergy.com; 

DeRuyter, Michael; Schrenzel, Jamie (DNR); Mixon, Kevin (DNR) 
Subject: Marshall Solar Energy Facility - NHIS Concurrence 
Attachments: MarshallSolar_NHIS.PDF 

 

 
 
I have reviewed the attached assessment of the potential for the above project to impact rare features, and concur with 
your assessment that impacts to known occurrences of rare features are not anticipated. 

 
The correspondence number for this response is ERDB #20150148. 

Thank you, 

Lisa Joyal 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Lisa Joyal 
Endangered Species Review Coordinator 
NHIS Data Distribution Coordinator     
Division of Ecological and Water Resources 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 
St. Paul, MN  55155 

 
phone: 651‐259‐5109 
lisa.joyal@state.mn.us 
www.mndnr.gov/eco 

 
 
 
 

 
From: Rolfes, Christina 
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2014 4:07 PM 
To: Joyal, Lisa (DNR); Mixon, Kevin (DNR) 
Cc: BRANDON.STANKIEWICZ@nexteraenergy.com; JENNIFER.FIELD@nexteraenergy.com; DeRuyter, Michael 
Subject: Marshall Solar Energy Facility - NHIS Concurrence 
 

Lisa, 
NextEra Energy Resources is proposing to construct a 62.25 MW solar facility in Lyon County, Minnesota. Last week, 
NextEra, Kevin Mixon, and DOC staff met to discuss the project. It was recommended that I contact you to verify that our 
NHIS information and interpretation is accurate. I’ve attached a figure that shows the nearest NHIS hits to the project 
area. Here is our interpretation: 

 
Three state-designated habitats or known occurrences of threatened, endangered, or special concern species occur 
within five miles of the study area. An animal assemblage (colonial waterbird nesting area) occurs approximately two 
miles north of the study area, a vertebrate animal occurrence (northern grasshopper mouse – special concern) 
approximately 4 miles north of the study area in Stanley Township, and an additional vertebrate animal occurrence 
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(burrowing owl - endangered) approximately two miles southeast of the study area in Clifton Township. Given that the 
project area is almost entirely agricultural, it is unlikely that habitat for federal and state-listed species exists. 

 
The NHIS data is from July 2014. 

 
Please let us know if you concur with our interpretation. Thank you! 

 
Christina Rolfes 
Environmental Scientist 

 
HDR 
701 Xenia Avenue South | Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 

 
hdrinc.com/follow-us 



Rolfes, Christina 
 

From: Kelly Gragg-Johnson <kelly.graggjohnson@mnhs.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 2:01 PM 
To: Justin, Michael 
Cc: sarah.beimers@mnhs.org; Rolfes, Christina 
Subject: Re: NextEra proposed Marshall solar facility 
 

Categories: Important 
 

 
 

Hi Mike and Christina- 
Thanks for the email. We don't believe a meeting is necessary at this time. This seems like a pretty straight 
forward project. We will review the results of the Phase IA lit search and any recommendations that come out 
of that, once it becomes available, and the results of any Phase I survey, if deemed warranted. If there are any 
big concerns as a result of the surveys and further consultation is needed, we would be happy to meet at that 
time. Meanwhile, we look forward to reviewing the results of the Phase IA and any pending Phase I surveys as 
they become available. 
Best, 
Kelly 

 

 
 

Kelly Gragg-Johnson, Review & Compliance Specialist 
Government Programs & Compliance | State Historic Preservation Office 
Minnesota Historical Society | 345 Kellogg Blvd W | St. Paul, MN 55102 
tel: 651.259.3455 | fax: 651.282.2374 | e: kelly.graggjohnson@mnhs.org 
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