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David Birkholz, Environmental Review Manager 
Energy Environmental Review and Analysis  

Scoping the EA 



Environmental Assessment (EA) 

A tool for the public, agencies, and decision-
makers to assist in siting and permitting of a 
proposed project: 
 
• Discusses potential human and 

environmental impacts  
• Identifies strategies for avoiding, minimizing, 

and mitigating potential impacts 
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EA Scope 

Provides an outline for the EA developed for 
the project by identifying: 
 
• Issues and Impacts to be addressed 
• Alternative sites, if any, to be addressed 
• Schedule for completion of the EA 
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EA Scoping Comments 

• What potential human and environmental 
impacts of the proposed project should be 
studied in the EA? 

• Are there any specific methods or potential 
changes to the proposed Project that could 
serve to avoid, reduce, or mitigate these 
impacts that should be studied in the EA? 

• Are there specific alternative locations that 
should be addressed in the EA? 

5 



Scoping Comment: Impact 

Impact (General) 
• Rare and Unique 

Natural Resource 
 
 
Impact (Specific) 
• Blandings Turtle 
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Scoping Comment: 
Site Alternatives 

A person desiring that a particular alternative 
site be evaluated shall submit: 
 
• An explanation of why the alternative site 

should be included in the EA, and 
• All supporting information the person wants 

the Department to consider 
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Solar Siting Criteria 

• Landowner willing to sell or lease the land 
• Site Suitability: 

– Similar size to proposed project 
– Relatively flat and open with unimpeded views of 

the sun 
– Not in an area prohibited for power plants by 

Minn. Rule 7850.4400 (e.g. state and national 
parks, Scientific or Natural Area) 

– Access to transmission/distribution system 
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Project Modification 

• Is there a modification to the proposed site 
that might address a concern? 

• Is there  something about the proposed 
design or construction process that could be 
modified to address a concern? 
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Scoping Comment:  
Route Alternative 

Issue:  
Avoid 
Historic 
Property  
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Scoping Comment:  
Route Alternative 

Issue:   
Re-align 
closer to 
road 
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Participating Agencies 
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Project Information 

Department of Commerce 
Energy Environmental Review and Analysis  

Website for North Star Solar Project: 
 

http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/Docket.html?Id=34064  
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Department Contact 

David Birkholz, Environmental Review Manager 
 
Phone: 651-539-1838 
     800-657-3794  
Email:   david.birkholz@state.mn.us 
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Scoping Comments 

 
• Verbal Comments at Tonight’s Meeting 
• Complete and Submit a Comment Sheet 
• Comment On-Line: 

 http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/#comments 
• Mail, Fax, or Email a Comment: 

 David Birkholz 
     Minnesota Department of Commerce 
     85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
     St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 
 fax: 651-539-0109 

 david.birkholz@state.mn.us  

• Comment Period Ends: Friday, May 15, 2015 
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