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May 14, 2015 

David Birkholz, Environmental Review Manager 
Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul MN 55101 

Re: In the Matter of the Combined Application of North Star Solar PV LLC for a Site Permit and 
Route Permit for the North Star Solar Electric Power Generating Plant and Associated 115 
kV High-Voltage Transmission Line in Chisago County, Minnesota 
PUC Docket No I P-6943/GS-15-33 

Dear Mr. Birkholz: 

On April 301
h, 2015, a request was made for public comment on the scope of the Environmental 

Assessment (EA) relating to the combined application of North Star Solar PV LLC for a Site Permit 
and Route Permit for the North Star Solar Electric Power Generating Plant and Associated 115 kV 
High-Voltage Transmission Line in Chisago County, Minnesota. The Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT) submits the following comments in response to the request. 

Upon initial review of the project, it appears that both the proposed solar electric generating plant 
and transmission line do not directly abut a state trunk highway. MnDOT requests that our agency 
be made aware of any changes to the proposed project that may make the project area close 
enough to occupy a portion of current MnDOT right of way. 

It should be noted that MnDOT views solar generating projects as it would any other private 
commercial venture and does not consider a solar generating project to be a public utility for 
transportation purposes. Any MnDOT land that North Star Solar PV, LLC may wish to occupy 
would need to be leased (in the areas where a lease is feasible). In addition, any associated 
electric cable/feeder lines that run along a trunk highway right of way would need to permitted 
through a municipal, cooperative or investor owned electric service provider. 
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MnDOT has adopted a formal policy and procedures for accommodation of utilities on the highway 
rights of way ("Utility Accommodation Policy"). A copy of MnDOT's policy can be found at 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/utility/policy/utilitypolicy.html. 

Any Solar Plant or HVTL construction work, including delivery or storage of structures, materials or 
equipment that may affect MnDOT right of way is of concern such that MnDOT should be involved 
in planning and coordinating such activities. If work is required within MnDOT right of way for 
temporary or permanent access, please coordinate with Buck Craig, Metro Permits, at 651 -234-
7911 or Buck.Craig@state.mn.us. 

MnDOT has a continuing interest in working with the North Star Solar PV, LLC to ensure that 
possible impacts to the state transportation system are adequately addressed. We appreciate the 
opportunity to provide these comments. 

Sincerely, 

Stacy Kotch 

Utility Transmission Route Coordinator 

Minnesota Department of Transportation 

cc: Tad Sherman- MnDOT Metro Planning 
Buck Craig - MnDOT Metro Permits 
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From: Jaka, Jonathan
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: North Star Solar Generation Project, Chisago County, MN
Date: Tuesday, April 14, 2015 10:40:09 AM

Dear Mr. Birkholz,

I have reviewed your application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for a solar electric power generating plant in
 Sections 25 and 36, Township 35, Range 21, Sections 1 and 2, Township 34, Range 21 and Sections 30 and 31, Township 35,
 Range 20 Chisago County, Minnesota.  For the county listed, the following species may occur:

Chisago Northern long-eared bat
Myotis septentrionalis

Threatened Hibernates in caves
 and mines -
 swarming in
 surrounding
 wooded areas in
 autumn. Roosts
 and forages in
 upland forests
 during spring and
 summer.

Higgins eye pearlymussel
(Lampsilis higginsii)

Endangered St. Croix River

Spectaclecase(Cumberlandia
 monodonta)

Endangered St. Croix River

Snuffbox
(Epioblasma triquetra)

Endangered St. Croix River

Winged mapleleaf
(Quadrula fragosa)

Endangered St. Croix River

We have no known records for federally listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical
 habitat within the action area.

Please note that the northern long-eared bat, which has been listed as Threatened with an Interim 4(d) Rule under the
 Endangered Species Act, may be present in Chisago County.  Any tree removal that may occur during the species’ active
 season (April 1-September 30) has the potential to take the northern long-eared bat.  We recommend that any tree
 removal at this location be conducted outside the the summer roost period for the species.  Between the
 months of October 1st and March 30th, we would not anticipate the northern long-eared bat to be
 present in the action area. 

Under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended, it is unlawful to take, capture, kill, or possess migratory birds,
 their nests, eggs, and young. If migratory birds are known to nest on any structures or habitat which may be disturbed by
 project construction, activities (e.g., tree removal) should begin and be completed before the initiation of the breeding season
 for those species or after breeding has concluded. Generally, we recommend that any habitat disturbance occur before May 1
 or after August 30 to minimize potential impacts to migratory birds, but please be aware that some species may initiate
 nesting before May 1.

If project plans change, additional information on listed or proposed species becomes available, or new
 species are listed that may be affected by the project, our office should be contacted.  This concludes our
 technical assistance review of the proposed action at the above location. If you have any further
 endangered species questions, please contact Andrew Horton at (612) 725-3548 x2208. 
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Thank you.

-- 
Jonathan JaKa
Pathways Student (Biologist)
Midwest Region
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
5600 American Blvd. West, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458

Telephone: 612-713-5318
jonathan_jaka@fws.gov
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