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~[,....,~'& Minnesota Department of Transportation 
~ ~ Office of Technical Support 
-;, ff 
\<'1-).oFTR~'~~ 395 John Ireland Boulevard 

Phone: 651-366-4635 
Fax: 651-366-4769 
stacy.kotch@state.mn.us Saint Paul, MN 55155 

Mailstop 678 

April 10, 2015 

Ray Kirsch, Environmental Review Manager 
Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul MN 55101 

Re: In the Matter of the Route Permit Application the Menahga Project 115kV Transmission 
Line Project 
PUC Docket No ET2, E015/TL-14-797 

Dear Mr. Kirsch: 

On November 26th, 2013, a request was made for public comment on the scope of the 
Environmental Assessment (EA) relating to the route permit application by Great River Energy 
(GRE) and Minnesota Power for a 115kV High Voltage Transmission Line (HVTL) with new and 
modified substations in Becker, Hubbard and Wadena Counties. The Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT) submits the following comments in response to the request. 

MnDOT appreciates the opportunity to comment on the scope of the EA. MnDOT wishes to 
participate in the development of the EA so that it will contain a thorough evaluation of the effects 
various route proposals may have on the state transportation system. MnDOT's fundamental 
interest is to ensure that the EA identifies and quantifies, to the extent possible, any impacts the 
proposed high voltage transmission line (HVTL) may have on the safety of the transportation 
system, the effectiveness of the operations or maintenance of the state trunk highway system and 
any additional costs that may be imposed on the state trunk highway fund as a result of the 
location of the proposed HVTL. 

Upon initial review of the project application, it appears that a portion of the proposed single circuit 
115Kv that runs parallel to and crosses over a Minnesota's trunk highway (TH) 87 may be close 
enough to occupy a portion of the highway right of way. MnDOT requests that in locations where 
the selected route crosses or runs parallel to a trunk highway, the route width should remain wide 
enough to provide flexibility in determining the exact alignment of the HVTL. Given the significant 
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tree coverage along both sides of TH 87, MnDOT's Roadside Vegetation Management Unit will 
need to review the long form utility permit for potential impacts to native plant communities, DNR 
listed threatened and endangered plant species, specimen trees, and other functional (landscaped) 
woody vegetation on MnDOT right of way. GRE and Minnesota Power may choose to have this 
area reviewed prior to submitting a long form utility permit to avoid possible affects to the permitted 
route late in the permitting process. 

Additionally, the proposed single circuit 115kV appears to require two crossings over US 71. 
Highway crossings by utilities generally do not pose insurmountable difficulties in issuing a permit, 
and MnDOT routinely grants such permits to a variety of types of utilities. These permits usually 
have conditions associated with them, such as placement of the poles so that they do not become 
a physical obstruction that might be struck by an errant vehicles or block the visibility of traffic. 
MnDOT also does not permit utilities to run diagonally across intersections and prefers that 
crossings occur as close to right angles as possible. MnDOT has a long history of working with 
utilities such as the GRE and Minnesota Power to establish appropriate conditions in locations 
where the utility seeks to cross a trunk highway. MnDOT does not anticipate encountering 
circumstances that would prevent it from being able to grant a permit, with appropriate conditions, 
for the HVTL proposed in this matter to cross US 71. 

MnDOT's approach to the HVTLs such as those involved in GRE and Minnesota Power's proposal 
is to work to accommodate these HVTLs within or as near as feasible to the trunk highway rights of 
way, based on an evaluation of the specific locations to ensure that appropriate clearance is 
maintained to preserve the safety of the traveling public and highway workers and the effective 
operation of the highway system now and in the foreseeable future. MnDOT has adopted a formal 
policy and procedures for accommodation of utilities on the highway rights of way ("Utility 
Accommodation Policy"). A copy of MnDOT's policy can be found at 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/utility/guidance.html 

Any HVTL construction work, including delivery or storage of structures, materials or equipment 
that may affect MnDOT right of way is of concern such that MnDOT should be involved in planning 
and coordinating such activities. If work is required within MnDOT right of way for temporary or 
permanent access, please coordinate with Stephen Frisco (Hubbard Co), District 2A Permits, at 
218-755-6553/ Stephen.Frisco@state.mn.us , Ri.ch Munsch (Wadena Co), District 3A Permits, at 
218-828-5778/ Richard .Munsch@state.mn.us , or Jim Utecht (Becker Co), District 4 Permits, at 
218-846-7950 I James.Utecht@state.mn.us. 

MnDOT has a continuing interest in working with GRE and Minnesota Power to ensure that 
possible impacts to the state transportation system are adequately addressed. We appreciate the 
opportunity to provide these comments. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

8000@ 
----~------~=---~~~-----

0 



Sincerely, 

Stacy Kotch 

'iV ... 

v 
~~ 
0 

Utility Transmission Route Coordinator 

Minnesota Department of Transportation 

cc: Jim Utecht- MnDOT 04 Permits 
Stephen Frisco- MnDOT D2A Permits 
Rich Munsch - MnDOT D3A Permits 
Tina Markesan - MnDOT Roadside Vegetation Management 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

800 • 0 







From: commerce.donotreply@state.mn.us [mailto:commerce.donotreply@state.mn.us]  

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2015 4:33 PM 
To: #COMM_Consumer Protection 

Subject: Complaint Ticket: Benjamin Gerald | Other (please specify)  

 

 

 

 

85 7th Place East, Suite 500 | Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 | (651) 539-1600 | 
consumer.protection@state.mn.us 

 

Complaint 
Date Submitted : Wednesday, February 04, 2015 
 
Inquiry Type (if general inquiry, scroll to the bottom): Complaint 

 

Consumer Information 
Name: Gerald Benjamin 

 

Email Address: gb838x@att.com 

 

Phone: 218 252 4579 

 

Address: 16433 Arbor Rd, Menahga, Minnesota, 56464 

 

Complaint Information 
Industry : Other (please specify)Electric 
 
Reason Contacting : Other (please specify)filing comments 
 

Account Number (for financial institutions complaints) :  

mailto:commerce.donotreply@state.mn.us
mailto:commerce.donotreply@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.protection@state.mn.us
mailto:gb838x@att.com


 

Company Information 
Name : Todd Wadena Elect and Great River Energy 
 
Address : not known, Menahga, Minnesota 56464 

 

Individual Information (if applicable) 
Name : dockit 14-797 
 
Address : ,,   

 

Other Party Information (if applicable) 
Name :  
 
Address : , ,   

 

 Complaint Details :  

PUC Docket Number: ET2, E015/CN-14-797 Item The new power line from Hubbard Sub Station to Menahga. I do 

not know if this line would be required I will take the position that it would be. I am concern about the power 

company putting their interest over the interest of the area being effected. I am also concerned about one of the 

reasons for building the new line. The reasons for building the line is to increase reliability, I believe that the 

Hubbard substation is not the best location for the line to tap power from the 230KVA line. I believe there should be 

a new substation located at the location were the 115KVA (perposeded line ) goes south . This would do some major 

improvements, 1: The land would not be required for over 5 miles that is parallel to the 230KVA line 2: there is a 

power saving on the distabrution system by elimination of over 10 miles of line that the power will be traveling. 3: 

By having over 10 miles less of line to serve the prosed locations would help to increase reliability. I asked the 

question to Toad Wadena Repusantive about this and was told that they are not paying for the land/ line from the 

Hubbard substation . Great River energy would be building the line. If they build a substation then Toad Wadena 

Electric would need to pay for the substation. I find this reason as flawed and not in the best interest of the public. I 

need this to be sumited 

 



Rice, Robin (PUC)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

BENJAMIN, GARY < gb838x@att.com >
Thursday, February 05, 2015 7:33 AM
stafl cao (PUC)
filing comment on L4-797

PUC Docket Number: Efz, EO!5/TL-14-7 97

Item

The new power l ine from Hubbard Sub Station to Menahga.

I do not know if this l ine would be required I wil l  take the posit ion that i t  would be.

I am concern about the power company putt ing their interest over the interest of the area being effected.

I am also concerned about one of the reasons for building the new l ine.

The reasons for building the l ine is to increase rel iabi l i ty,

I bel ieve that the Hubbard substation is not the best location for the l ine to tap power from the 230KVA l ine.

I bel ieve there should be a new substation located at the location were the 115KVA (perposeded l ine ) goes south , This
would do some major improvements,

1: The land would not be required for over 5 miles that is paral lel to the 230KVA l ine

2: there is a power saving on the distabrution system by el imination of over 10 miles of l ine that the power wil l  be
traveling.

3: By having over 10 miles less of l ine to serve the prosed locations would help to increase rel iabi l i ty.

I asked the question to Toad Wadena Repusantive about this and was told that they are not paying for the land/ l ine
from the Hubbard substation .

Great River energy would be building the l ine.

l f  they build a substation then Toad Wadena Electr ic would need to pay for the substation.

l f ind this reason as f lawed and not in the best interest of the public,

Gerald Benjamin
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Dani e r wor f, Executi ve S e cretaryu.,q4 | N[\lgsQI4 -rup
Minnesota Publ ic utilitie s c"*'{* ll?btr{ Es n n MMSSI n ru
121 - 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Docket Number 14-797
Routing for Great River Energy 115 KV Transmission Line

on January 12,2015,I mailed a letter to your office (dated January 12,
2015) commenting on the above docket. Based on the letter I received on
January 23,2015, I was unsure if I have to resubmit that information
because the final parts of Great River Energy's package were not submitted
until January 15m. The end of the comment period forlhat docket is
February 4,2015. Please have the enclosed information considered by the
Commission when they are reviewing this case and the comments bythe
people affected by it.

I live in a residence that is within the 500-foot blue band that is shown on
the routing maps that are part of the GRE submission. About 4 to 6
residences (and a business) are within that band where the proposed routing
of the new 115 KV transmission line is shown going easy along State Hwy
87 for about 1.3 miles. The enclose communication describes an alternative
route that does not route the transmission line close to any residences in this
atea. Since I wrote the enclosed letter, I have learned the GRE has an option
to purchase land south of all the residences on 11ft Avenue that will be the
location of the proposed Blueberry Substation (and relocated Menahga
substation) and prevent the proposed transmission line from passing close to
their homes.

A neighbor pointed out that there are pink-and-white Lady Slippers, the
endangered or threatened State Flower, in both the north and south roadside
ditched along state Hwy 87 west of r07th Avenue. There are also pink-and-
yhite Lady Slippers in the ditch beside my house. A yellow Lady slipper
has been seen in the ditch near 107ft Avenue. Menahga area residentJ know
that these flowers are here generally between June l6th and June 26'h each
sufirmer and come to look at them. These delicate flowers would probably
not survive the construction activity of placing transmission line poles.



Please send this package of information (both the letters dated January l1th
and January 26'n) to the Commision for their consideration related to the
GRE Transmission line.

cerely

O/r?/'7/,'/e'
Ardith Holtan

10244 State Highway 8Z
Menahga, MN 56464
2t8-s64-4t40

Copies of this communication were sent to:

Michelle Lommel
Senior Field Representative
Great River Energy
12300 Elm Creek Blvd
Maple Grove, MN 55369

Carole L. Schmidt
Supervisor, Trans. Permitting and Compliance
Great River Energy
12300 Elm Creek Blvd
Maple Grove, MN 55369

Todd-Wadena Electric Coop
Desigrr/Permitting Section
P.O. Box 431
Wadena, MN 56482
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January 26,  2015

Re:  Docket  Number 74-797
Routing for Great River Energy 115 KV Transmiss ion L ine

On Januaxy 12,  2015,  I  mai led a le t ter  to  your  of f ice
(dated January L2,  2015)  comment ing on the above docket .
Based  on  the  l e t t e r  I  r ece i ved  on  January  23 ,  2015 ,  I  was
unsure i f  I  had to  resubmit  that  in format ion because the
f ina l  par ts  of  Great  River  Energy 's  package were not
submitted unti l  January 15th. The end of the comment period
for  that  docket  is  February 4,  2015.  Please have the
enclosed in format ion considered by the Commiss ion when they
are rev iewing th is  case and the comments by the people
a f fec ted  by  i t .

I  l ive in  a res idence that  is  wi th in  the 500*foot  b lue band
that  is  shown on the rout ing maps that  are par t  o f  the GRE
submiss ion.  About  4 to  6 res idences (and a busi -ness)  are
wi th in  that  band where the proposed rout ing of  the new 115
KV t ransmiss ion l ine is  shown going east  a long State Hwy 87
for  about  1.3 n i les.  The enclosed communicat ion descr ibes
an a l ternat ive route that  does not  route the t ransmiss ion
l i ne  c lose  to  any  res idences  i n  th i s  a rea .  S ince  I  w ro te

the encl -osed le t ter ,  I  have Learned that  GRE has an .opt ion
to purchase Land south of  a ] t  the res idences on 111- t "  Avenue

that  wi l l  be the locat ion of  the proposed Blueberry
Substat ion (and re located Menahga substat ion)  and prevent

the proposed t ransmiss ion l ine f rom passing c lose to  the i r

homes .

A neighbor  pointed out  that  there are p ink-and-whi te  Lady

Sl ippers,  the endangered or  threatened State F lower,  in

both the nor th and south roadside d i tches a long State Hwy

81 west  o f  107th Avenue.  There are a lso p ink-and-whi te  Lady

Sl ippers in  the d i tch beside my house.  A ye l low Lady

Sl ipber  has been seen in  the d i tch near  107th Avenue.

Menahga area res idents know that  these f lowers are here
g.neri l ly between June 16th and 26th each summer and come to

look at  them. These del icate f lowers would probably  not

ON

Danie l  Wo1f ,  Execut ive Secretary
Minnesota Publ ic  Ut i l i t ies Commi-ss ion
1 ,21  7 th  P lace  Eas t ,  Su iLe  350
S t .  Pau l ,  MN 55101
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survive the constructi-on activity of placing transmission
l ine  po1es.

Please send this package of j-nformation (both the letters
dated January 12th and January 26th) to the Commission for
their  considerat ion reJated to the GRE Transmi-ssion l ine.

Sincerely

V7l; {*t!rt,,
-'r,eofwinTGour;* -

10961 Sta te  Hwy 87
Menahga, MN 56464
(2L8  )  -564-4004
southpawGwc!a.  net

Copies of this communication were sent to:

Michelle Lommel
Senior Field Representative
Great River Energy
12300 Elm Creek Blvd
Maple Grove, MN 55369

Carole L.  Schmidt
Supervisor, Trans. Permitting and Compliance
Great River Energy
12300 EIm Creek Blvd
Maple Grove, MN 55369

t n 4q -jta de n_a E"l_est r a_g__c 09!
Design/Permit t ing Sect ion
P.O.  Box  43L
V{adena, MN 56482



Minnesota Publ ic  Ut i l i t ies Commiss ion
Cezar  Pana i t ,  S ta f f  Ana lys t
l . .2 I  7 th Place East ,  Sui te  350
S t .  Pau l ,  MN 55101

Re :  Docke t  No .  ET2 ,  8015 /CN-14 -787
Routing for Great River Energy 115 KV

I  am a res ident  o f  proper ty  ad jacent
o f  t h i s  t ransmiss ion  l i ne .  I  w i sh  to
change that would move a part of that
not  run beside seven res i -dences whi le
d i f ference in  the to ta l  length of  the

Jan  12 ,  2015

Transmission Line

to the proposed rout.e
suggest a route
l-ine so that it would
not making any
l ine ,

Almost  a l l  my knowledge about  th is  pro ject  is  the resul t  o f
a conversat ion wi th  Michel le  Lommel  of  Great  River  Energy
(GRE) at  the publ ic  meet ing held in  la te September in
Menahga,  MN. My in terest  in  the pro ject  deals  wi th  the
par t  o f  the l ine that  runs beside State Highway 87 between
lhu Co,rtt ty Line between Wadena and Becker Counties and L11th
Avenue j-n Wadena County. Based on that conversation, GRE
intends to  create a 100 foot  wide Right-of -Way (ROW) on the
south s ide of  Hwy 87 for  some d is tance east  f rom the County
Line,  and then move the Right-of -Way and t ransmiss ion L ine
to the nor th s ide of  Hwy 8? some p lace west  o f  107th Avenue.
The Right-of -Way would cont inue a long the nor th s ide of  the
highway unt i l  the t ransmiss ion l ine would cross the h ighway
a shor t  d is tance west  o f  111th Avenue to go south to  the
proposed substat ion.  My understanding of  the reason for
moving the ROW from the south side of highway to the north
s ide is  because they need to have guy l ines to  suppor t  the
poles when the l j -ne makes a 90 degree turn,  and there would
not  be space for  such anchors i f  the ROW was r ight  bes ide
the south s ide of  the h ighway.

My land and res idence is  in  the NW quar ter  o f  the NW
quarter  o f  Sect ion 29 of  B l -ueberry  Township.  Highway 87
runs along the north side and l-11En Avenue runs along the
east  s ide of  my proper ty .  The ex is t ing Menahga Substat ion
of  Todd-Wadena Elect r ic  is  ad jacent  to  the SE corner  of  my
40 acres.  There is  an easement  and d is t r ibut ion power l ine
for Todd-Wadena Electr ic along the east sj-de and north side
of  th is  proper ty .  The center l ine of  that  easement  is  6 I
feet from the north end (and television antenna) of my
house. The three pipelines of Mj-nnesota Pipe Line Company
aLso cross the nor theast  corner  of  my proper ty '  A Natura l -
Gas p ipe l ine enters the south s lde of  my proper ty  and ex j - ts



the nor th s ide to  cross the h ighway and cont inues nor th.
I ts  path across the 10 acres of  grass a long 111th Avenue is

unclear ,  but  is  not  a  s t ra ight  l ine (a few years ago I  was
going to do some digging in that area. The man from the
Gas Company that marked the l ine said that he could not
have good conf idence in  detect ing that  p ipe locat ion.  )
Wi th the proposed rout ing,  the new 115 KV l ine would fo l low
the ex ls t ing d is t r ibut ion l ine across that  1-0 acres of
grass and have to  miss both the o i l  and naturaf  gas

p ipe l i nes .  The  115  KV t ransmiss ion  l i ne  wou ld  a l so  be

routed c lose to  a res idence on the west  s ide of  111th Avenue

in  th i s  scenar io .

I  am concerned that  the presence of  the 115 KV t ransmiss ion

l ine across the road f rom my house would,  i f  not  reduce the

market  va l -ue of  my res idence,  i t  would at  least  reduce i ts

marke tab i l i t y  ( speed  o f  sa le )  when  T ,  o r  my  he i r s ,

considered i t  to  be t ime to se l l  the proper ty .  Whi le  I  am

wi l l ing to  consider  heal - th  problems/ fears b lamed on EMF

from power l ines as o ld-wj -ves ta les '  a  more immediate EMF

concern is  the c loseness of  my TV antenna to that  EMF

source.  I  present ly  have TV serv ice of f - the-a i r  through

that antenna. Havj-ng a high EMF source nearby might

in t roduce stat ic  that  would ru in  the p ic ture '  e tc .  Cable

serv ice would be an ext ra $500-a-year  cost  that  I  could

i l l -a f ford.  Another  problem i -s  that  the radio s tat ions I

prefer  to  l is ten to  have weak s ignals  in  th is  area.  Would

there be addi t ional  s tat ic  in  those s i -gnals?

Mygoa l i n t r y i ng tochange the rou t i ngo f t he l l 5KV
transmiss ion l - ine is  to  suggest  a  rout ing change that  wi l l

remove proximity to residences along Highway 87 without

put t ing i t  c lose to  any other  res idences '

There are s ix  res idences and a business (gravel  p i t  wi th

bui ld ings near  the h ighway)  a long Highway 87 between the

County i ine road and 111th Avenue.  They are a l l  (except  one

farm p lace)  wi th in  a hundred feet  or  so of  the h ighway.

The southeast  corner  of  the in tersect ion of  the County L ine

road and the highway is a gravel pit operation that is

pr imar i ly  bare t round.  There are no bui ld ings a long the

west  s ide of  county L ine road between a hal f  mi le  nor th of

Highway 8? and where the extension of  the GRE 34.5 KV

transmiss ion l ine would meet  the county L ine road.  There

is a small housing development back in the woods west of

the county Line road about a half mile south of the

h ighway .Bo thno r thandsou tho fH ighwayST the re i sa



wetland about a quarter mile wj-de that must be crossed.
The headwaters of that wetland start somewhere in the
center  of  Sect ion 30,  but  might  not  be as much as 3/4th mi le
south of  the h ighway.  The land in  the south hal f  o f
Sect ion 30 is  a I1 woods wi th  a mixed stand of  hardwoods (no
res idences  o r  f a rm g round) .

I f  the 115 KV t ransmiss ion l ine is  routed s t ra ight  south
along the east  s ide of  the County L ine road to  a quar ter
ml le  nor th of  350th Street  and then east  across Sect ion 30
of  B lueberry  Township ( l in ing up wi th  where the GRE 34.5 KV
line.-comes inEqm the qast) ,  the 4oute does not pas_s close
to any res ldences.  I f  GRE and Todd-Wadena Elect r ic  se lect
a s i te  for  the proposed new GRE/Blueberry  Substat ion that
is  south of  the res j -dence that  is  between the ex is t ing
Menahga Substat ion and the present .  locat ion of  the GRE 34.5
KV l ine,  the 115 KV t ransmiss j -on l ine would not  pass c lose
to any res idences on Sect ions 29 or  30 of  B lueberry
Township.  The t ransmiss j -on l ine leav ing the proposed
Substat ion to  go south toward Sebeka could go back west
a long the incoming l ine through the woods unt i l  i t  l ined up
wi th 109th Avenue to cont inue south.  The Natura l  Gas
plpel ine comes up 109th Avenue to enter  Sect ion 30 at  350th
S t ree t .

I  don ' t  remember i f  I  read i t  in  some l i terature prov ided
by GRE or  i f  I  heard i t  in  my conversat ion wi th  Michel le
Lommel, but some place I picked up the informatlon that GRE
tr ies to  route t ransmiss ion l ines through easement ,s  for
other  ut i l i t ies  l ike p ipe l ines,  e tc .  Another  choice for
rout ing th is  t ransmj-ss ion l ine would be to  route i t  down
the MPL pipeline easement from the Hubbard County Line al l

. - the way to  the s i te  of  the MPL Sebeka Pump Stat lon,  That
ioute would be somewhat shorter because it  approxirdates a
st ra ight  l ine,  and the easements have a l ready been
obtained

Ei ther  wdy,  my proper ty  has the potent ia l  to  be involved.

Sincere ly

{*1*;- fl^J/4"\
Leofwin Lindblom
10961  S ta te  Hwy  87
Menahga,  MN 56464
southpawGwcta.  net











From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us

To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)

Subject: Tomperi Mon Apr 6 14:23:25 2015 ET2, E015/TL-14-797

Date: Monday, April 06, 2015 2:23:30 PM

This public comment has been sent via the form at: mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/publicComments.html

You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project. 

Project Name: Menahga Area 115 kV Transmission Line Project

Docket number: ET2, E015/TL-14-797

User Name: Kari Tomperi

County: Wadena County

City: Menahga

Email: Ktomperi@wcta.net

Phone: 218.564.5335

Impact:  I am very concerned about the jog that is being proposed in sections 19, 20, 29, and 30 of Blueberry
 Township. If the Menahga substation is being abandoned, why is the route not designed to just extend further south
 through section 30 and then across section 29. The area where the line crosses 87 is a very pristine tamarack and
 lady slipper refuge. Whereas the route south through 30 is farmland and willow bog.

I am also concerned about the siting of the Blueberry Station, it would appear less damaging if it were on the far
 west side of sec 30.

Mitigation: I am suggesting a straight line south through Section 30 of Blueberry Township to a substation at the
 location where the line then heads directly east to reconnect with the existing line. This also impacts less homes on
 the proposed route.

Submission date: Mon Apr  6 14:23:25 2015

This information has also been entered into a centralized database for
future analysis.

For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact:

Andrew Koebrick
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us

mailto:apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
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