
  

 
 

Issued: May 26, 2015 
 

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
SCOPING DECISION  

 
In the Matter of the Application by Great River Energy and Minnesota Power for a 

Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the  
Menahga Area 115 kV Transmission Line Project in 
Hubbard, Wadena, and Becker Counties, Minnesota 

 
Docket Numbers: ET2, E015/CN-14-787 and ET2, E015/TL-14-797 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) has 
issued the scoping decision for the environmental assessment to be prepared for the proposed 
Menahga Area 115 kV transmission line project in the Minnesota counties of Hubbard, Wadena, 
and Becker.    
 
The environmental assessment (EA) will be prepared by the Department’s Energy 
Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) staff and will address the potential human and 
environmental impacts of the proposed project and alternatives to the project.  The scoping 
decision identifies the route and site alternatives that will be examined in the EA (see map on 
back).  The decision also identifies alternatives that will not be addressed.   
 
The scoping decision and other relevant documents are available on the Department’s website 
http://www.mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/Docket.html?Id=33985 and on the State of 
Minnesota’s eDockets system: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp (enter the 
year “14” and the number “787” or “797”). 
 
The EA is scheduled to be completed in September 2015.  A public hearing will be held in the 
project area after completion of the EA.    
 
If you have questions or would like more information, please contact environmental review 
manager Ray Kirsch (651-539-1841, raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us) or public advisor Tracy 
Smetana (651-296-0406, consumer.puc@state.mn.us).   
 
To place your name on the project mailing list, contact docketing.puc@state.mn.us or 651-201-
2234 with the docket numbers (14-787 and 14-797), your name, mailing address, and email 
address.  Please indicate how you would like to receive notices – by U.S. mail or email.    
 
This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e., large print or audio) by 
calling 651-539-1530.    
 

 

 
85 7TH PLACE EAST, SUITE 500 

SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101-2198 
MN.GOV/COMMERCE 

651.539.1500  FAX: 651.539.1547 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

http://www.mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/Docket.html?Id=33985
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
mailto:docketing.puc@state.mn.us


")

")

")

")

%,

%,

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

Blueberry Substation

Western Blueberry
Substation Site 

Alternative

Straight River Substation

Red Eye Substation

U.S. Route 71 
Route Alternative

119th Avenue
Route Alternative

East of 
109th Avenue
Route Alternative

Pipeline 
South Route
Alternative

Blueberry 
Route 

Alternative

Hubbard Substation

Blueberry
River

Stocking Creek

Jim
Cook
Lake

Hinds
Lake

Kitten
Creek

Little Round
Lake

Kettle
River

Lord
Lake

M-13

M-40

T-139

U
S-

71

T-
21

2

T-383

T-
21

3

T-240

SF
R

D
-5

05

T-1015

T-328

T-139

CSAH-21

T-
89

C
R

-1
41

C
R

-1
47

T-280

C
R

-1
41

U
S-

71

T-89

T-
22

5

T-380

C
R

-1
15

C
R

-1
11

T-35

T-120

CR-111

T-260

T-
24

0

T-
13

1

T-259

T-354

US-71

T-
23

4

CR-143

T-601

CR-111

T-
35

4

T-
89

T-
14

3

T-
10

4

T-346

T-
18

5

T-
22

9

T-
23

6

T-132

T-
23

7

T-600

CR-111

T-223

T-100

T-234

T-
9

CR-150

T-426

T-119

CR-11
1

T-
10

2

T-
47

8

T-616

C
R

-1
47

T-
21

3

T-781

T-11
4

T-221

CR-146

T-128

T-144

CSAH-17

T-133

T-102

CR-111

T-89

CR-158

T-328

T-89

CR-158

CR-143

T-86

T-
23

8

T-
24

0

T-426

T-
8

T-105

T-
10

4

C
R

-1
41

T-
23

0
T-

26
9

T-131

T-
21

3

T-
18

5

CR-111

T-
18

5

C
R

-1
15

CR-143

T-
23

9

CR-146 CR-146

T-
21

1

T-
24

0

T-
23

9

T-87

T-
10

4
T-

10
4

T-84

T-
23

9

T-426

T-240

T-
23

7

T-1165

T-380

T-178

T-121

T-
22

9

T-
21

3

T-103

T-
18

5

C
R

-1
11

T-84

T-119

T-230 T-37

C
R

-1
47

1st
St SE

El
m

Av
e 

SE

7th
St SE

Li
la

c
Av

e 
SE

Fe
rn

Av
e 

SE

M
-77

Balsam

Ave

B
ria

r D
r

6th
La NW

B
lu

eb
er

ry
D

r

M
-26

125th
Ave

140th St

STATE
FO

R
EST

R
D

 423

7th
St SW

175th
St

Ash
Dr

310th

3rd St NW 1st St NE

T-
38

5

17
5t

h
Av

e

T-
72

3

T-347

10th
St SW

CSAH-47

58
5t

h
Av

e

107th
Ave

374th
St

13
9t

h
Av

e

T-378

STATE

FOREST

RD 422

14
1s

t
St

T-
13

8

T-446

B
ec

ke
r

Li
ne

 R
d

58
0t

h
Av

e

308th St

378th St

372nd St

110th St

STATE
FO

R
EST

R
D

 429

394th St

E Stocking Dr

14
9t

h
Av

e

13
9t

h
Av

e.

T-318

Gabhardt

Beach

Cir

W
ad

en
a

Li
ne

 R
d

120th St

384th St

C
R

-1
56

10
5t

h
Av

e

Tw
in

La
ke

s 
R

d

12
9t

h
Av

e

Lodge Dr

100th St

324th St

T-311

380th St

1st
St NW 364th St

STATEFORESTRD 425

14
9t

h
Av

e

CR-167

340th St

T-101

308th St

350th St

380th St

14
9t

h
Av

e

C
SA

H
-2

3

13
5t

h
Av

e

Hubbard
Line Rd

59
0t

h
Av

e
C

R
-1

36

East

Hall R
d

CSAH-40

14
9t

h
Av

e

119th Ave

US
-7

1
370th St Stocking

Lake Rd

384th St

394th St

390th St

113th Ave

370th St

314th St

480th St

318th St

340th
St

304th St

11
1t

h
Av

e

10
9t

h
Av

e

11
9t

h
Av

e

107th Ave

U
S-

71

110th St

CSAH-13CSAH-70

12
9t

h
Av

e

300th St

330th St

15
9t

h 
Av

e

C
SA

H
-6

T-
36

C
SA

H
-2

3

310th St

W
ad

en
a

Li
ne

 R
d

310th St

10
9t

h
Av

e

350th St

MN-87

119th Ave

10
9t

h 
Av

e

130th St

Twin

Lakes Rd

C
SA

H
-2

3

B
lueberry

B
ridge R

d

110th St

392nd St

13
9t

h 
Av

e

15
9t

h 
Av

e

58
0t

h 
Av

e

14
5t

h 
Av

e

Blue

Spruce Rd

Happy Hour Rd

119th Ave

CSAH-31

CSAH-13

C
SA

H
-7

5

15
9t

h 
Av

e

13
9t

h 
Av

e

87
87 £¤71

£¤71

£¤71

£¤71

£¤71

Menahga
WMA

Lowe WMA

Red Eye
WMA

Kitten
Creek WMA

Wood
Eye

WMA

Becker

Otter
Tail

Hubbard

Wadena

T 137N
R 36W

T 137N
R 35W

T 138N
R 36W

T 139N
R 34W

T 139N
R 35W

T 138N
R 34W

T 137N
R 34W

T 139N
R 36W

T 138N
R 35W

Paddock
Township

Runeberg
Township

Straight
River

Township Hubbard
Township

Blueberry
Township

Green
Valley

Township

Meadow
Township

Shell River
Township

Red Eye
Township

-SS-
2780

-SS- 2777

City of
Menahga

±
Updated: 5/19/2015

Menahga Area
115 kV Project

Scoping Decision
Route and Site 

Alternatives0 3,900
Feet

Data Sources Vary Between 
MNDOT, MNDNR, MNGEO
and Great River Energy
Aerial Image from ESRI
Web service

Map Projection: 
WGS 1984 Web Mercator

Applicants
Proposed Alignment
Proposed Route

") Proposed Substation
Alternatives

Alternative Alignment
Alternative Route

") Alternative Substation

Existing
34.5 kV Transmission Line
230  kV Transmission Line
250  kV Transmission Line

") Substation
Pipeline
MN Wildlife Management Areas


