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Figure 1
PROJECT OVERVIEW

Proposed Clearbrook West
115 kV HVTL Project

Minnkota Power
Clearwater County, MN

Project Location

Source: US National Park
Service

"/ Approximate Substation Location
! ! !
! ! ! Proposed Clearbrook 115 kV

Municipal Boundary
Township Boundary
PWI Watercourse
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Image Source: 2013 Farm Service Agency
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October 20, 2014  

Jamie Schrenzel 
Principal Planner, Environmental Review Unit Principal Planner, Environmental Review Unit 
MN DNR 
500 Lafayette Road Box 25 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Re: Notice of Proposed Clearbrook - Clearbrook West 115 kilovolt transmission line 
Clearwater County, MN 
Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. 

Dear Ms. Jamie Schrenzel: 

Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. (“Minnkota Power”) is planning to build a new 5.3-mile long, 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric transmission line and a new 115/4.16 kV substation.  The proposed project will start in 
Leon Township by tapping an existing 115 kV line via construction of a 1-way switch and the proposed 
project will end in Pine Lake Township at the new 115/4.16 kV substation (Figure 1).  The proposed project 
is needed to serve a single industrial load in the Clearbrook, Minnesota area.   

The purpose of this letter is to provide you notice of Minnkota Power’s plan to obtain a route permit from 
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“MPUC”) for the proposed project.  This letter is also intended 
as a request for any comments you may have regarding the project or information that your agency 
would like to provide relative to the project area.  Minnkota Power plans to submit a Route Permit 
Application (RPA) to the MPUC before the end of this month.  Comments or information that you are able 
to provide in response to this letter will be used in the preparation of the RPA as well as in the preparation 
of an Environmental Report for the Rural Utilities Service.   

Project Description 
The proposed Project involves building 5.3 miles of new 115 kV HVTL.  The proposed Project will mainly 
use single pole, wood or steel horizontal post or horizontal brace post structures.  However, two-pole or 
three-pole structures may be utilized where a long span is needed to cross a wetland.  One three-pole 
structure will be utilized where the line crosses a wetland and immediately makes a turn.  As shown in 
Figure 1, the proposed Project will start in Leon Township by tapping an existing 115 kV line via 
construction of a 1-way line switch and the proposed Project will end in Pine Lake Township at the 
proposed 115/4.16 kV Substation Location.   

From its starting point in Leon Township, the proposed HVTL extends west, following existing roadway 
ROW and an existing distribution line along County Road 74 for approximately three miles before turning 
north to follow existing roadway ROW along 149th Avenue for approximately one mile.  Where 149th 
Avenue terminates, the proposed HVTL would extend northwest along a new right-of-way for 
approximately one mile before turning west to connect to the proposed Substation Location.  Where the 
proposed Project parallels County Road 74, existing low-voltage distribution lines will be removed and 
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buried by Clearwater-Polk Electric Cooperative.  No structures will be located in wetlands.  Additionally, all 
spans that cross wetlands will have bird flight diverters installed. 

Permitting Requirements 
The proposed 115 kV transmission line meets the definition of a High Voltage Transmission Line (“HVTL”) 
under Minn. Rules Chapter 7850.1000, subp. 9.  A route permit is required for the Project, for which 
Minnkota Power will apply. 

A Certificate of Need (“CON”) is not required for the Project because it is not classified as a large energy 
facility (“LEF”) under Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.243 and 216B.2421, subd. 2(3).  While the Project is a HVTL with a 
capacity of 100 kV or more, it is not more than 10 miles long and it does not cross a state line.  Therefore, 
Minnkota Power does not need a CON for this Project. 

The route permit proceeding will determine where the proposed facilities will be located.  As part of the 
permitting process, the MPUC considers input from the applicant utility, interested stakeholders, local 
government units, state and federal agencies, and landowners who may be affected.  Minnkota plans to 
submit an application for a route permit for the Project to the MPUC within one month. Additional 
environmental review will occur during the routing process.  The routing process will consider 
environmental, land use, and other potential routing impacts, and provide the opportunity for the public 
to comment. 

As Minnkota will be seeking funding for this project from the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an 
Environmental Report will be prepared to fulfill National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. 

State-listed Species 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR) Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS) 
database was queried in July 2014 in order to obtain information on rare and unique natural resources 
within one mile of the Project area.  According to the NHIS database, there are no listed species with in 
one mile of the Project area. 

If additional information is needed or desired regarding the proposed transmission line project, please 
contact me by email at jgraves@minnkota.com or by phone at (701) 795-4221.  I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Sincerely, 

John T. Graves 
Environmental Manager 
 
Enclosure: Figure 1 



NameFirst NameLast Title Organization Address Address2 City State Zip 

James Aakre Chairman Leon Township 49209 189th Ave.    Clearbrook MN 56634 

Richard Aos Clerk Pine Lake Township 
47807 E Pine Lake 
Rd.   Gonvick  MN 56644 

Paul Buer Chairman Pine Lake Township 15614 500th St.   Gonvick  MN 56644 

Peter Buesseler EWR NW Regional Manager 
DNR Division of Ecological 
and Water Resources 

2115 Birchmont 
Beach Road NE   Bemidji MN 56601 

Tamara Cameron Chief, Regulatory Branch 
US Army Corps of Engineers-
St. Paul District 180 5th St. E. Suite 700 Saint Paul MN 55101 

Craig Collison District 2 Engineer MnDOT 3920 Highway 2 W.   Bemidji MN 56601 

John  Gunvalson 
SWCD Supervisors Member, 
District 4 

Clearwater Soil and Water 
Conservation District 312 Main Ave. N. Suite 3 Bagley MN 56621 

Daniel Hecht 
Environmental Services 
Official Clearwater County 

 213 Main Ave. N. 
Dept 206    Bagley MN 56621 

Lori Larson Clerk Leon Township 19837 500th St.     Clearbrook MN 56634 

TJ Melcher 
District 2 Public Affairs 
Coordinator MnDOT 3920 Highway 2 W.   Bemidji MN 56601 

Barbara  
Mitchell 
Howard 

Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer Minnesota SHPO 345 Kellogg Blvd W.   St. Paul MN 

55102-
1903 

George Postier Mayor City of Clearbrook PO Box 62   Clearbrook MN 56634 

Kathy Rasch District Manager 
Clearwater Soil and Water 
Conservation District 312 Main Ave. N. Suite 3 Bagley MN 56621 

Kari Roepke NRCS District Conservationist 
Clearwater Soil and Water 
Conservation District 312 Main Ave. N. Suite 3 Bagley MN 56621 

Paul Rydeen 
SWCD Supervisors Secretary, 
District 3 

Clearwater Soil and Water 
Conservation District 312 Main Ave. N. Suite 3 Bagley MN 56621 

Jamie Schrenzel 
Principal Planner, 
Environmental Review Unit MN DNR 500 Lafayette Road Box 25 St. Paul MN 55155 

Tony Sullins Field Supervisor USFWS 
4101 American Blvd. 
E   Bloomington MN 55425 

Dan Sundquist Mayor City of Gonvick 140 Cedar St.   Gonvick  MN 56644 

Jim  Zeigler Regional Manager 
MPCA Northwest Region 
Office 714 Lake Ave. Suite 220 Detroit Lakes MN 56501 

 



Minnkota Power Cooperative 

Clearbrook - Clearbrook West 115 kV Project 

October 20, 2014 

 

October 20, 2014 

«NameFirst» «NameLast» 

«Title» 

«Organization» 

«Address» «Address2» 

«City», «State» «Zip» 

Re: Notice of Proposed Clearbrook - Clearbrook West 115 kilovolt transmission line 

Clearwater County, MN 

Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. 

Dear «NameFirst» «NameLast»: 

Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. (“Minnkota Power”) is planning to build a new 5.3-mile long, 115 

kilovolt (kV) electric transmission line and a new 115/4.16 kV substation.  The proposed project will start in 

Leon Township by tapping an existing 115 kV line via construction of a 1-way switch and the proposed 

project will end in Pine Lake Township at the new 115/4.16 kV substation (Figure 1).  The proposed project 

is needed to serve a single industrial load in the Clearbrook, Minnesota area.   

The purpose of this letter is to provide you notice of Minnkota Power’s plan to obtain a route permit from 

the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“MPUC”) for the proposed project.  This letter is also intended 

as a request for any comments you may have regarding the project or information that your agency 

would like to provide relative to the project area.  Minnkota Power plans to submit a Route Permit 

Application (RPA) to the MPUC before the end of this month.  Comments or information that you are able 

to provide in response to this letter will be used in the preparation of the RPA as well as in the preparation 

of an Environmental Report for the Rural Utilities Service.  

Project Description 

The proposed Project involves building 5.3 miles of new 115 kV HVTL.  The proposed Project will mainly 

use single pole, wood or steel horizontal post or horizontal brace post structures.  However, two-pole or 

three-pole structures may be utilized where a long span is needed to cross a wetland.  One three-pole 

structure will be utilized where the line crosses a wetland and immediately makes a turn.  As shown in 

Figure 1, the proposed Project will start in Leon Township by tapping an existing 115 kV line via 

construction of a 1-way line switch and the proposed Project will end in Pine Lake Township at the 

proposed 115/4.16 kV Substation Location.   

From its starting point in Leon Township, the proposed HVTL extends west, following existing roadway 

ROW and an existing distribution line along County Road 74 for approximately three miles before turning 

north to follow existing roadway ROW along 149th Avenue for approximately one mile.  Where 149th 

Avenue terminates, the proposed HVTL would extend northwest along a new right-of-way for 

approximately one mile before turning west to connect to the proposed Substation Location.  Where the 

proposed Project parallels County Road 74, existing low-voltage distribution lines will be removed and 
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buried by Clearwater-Polk Electric Cooperative.  No structures will be located in wetlands.  Additionally, all 

spans that cross wetlands will have bird flight diverters installed. 

Permitting Requirements 

The proposed 115 kV transmission line meets the definition of a High Voltage Transmission Line (“HVTL”) 

under Minn. Rules Chapter 7850.1000, subp. 9.  A route permit is required for the Project, for which 

Minnkota Power will apply. 

A Certificate of Need (“CON”) is not required for the Project because it is not classified as a large energy 

facility (“LEF”) under Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.243 and 216B.2421, subd. 2(3).  While the Project is a HVTL with a 

capacity of 100 kV or more, it is not more than 10 miles long and it does not cross a state line.  Therefore, 

Minnkota Power does not need a CON for this Project. 

The route permit proceeding will determine where the proposed facilities will be located.  As part of the 

permitting process, the MPUC considers input from the applicant utility, interested stakeholders, local 

government units, state and federal agencies, and landowners who may be affected.  Minnkota plans to 

submit an application for a route permit for the Project to the MPUC within one month. Additional 

environmental review will occur during the routing process.  The routing process will consider 

environmental, land use, and other potential routing impacts, and provide the opportunity for the public 

to comment. 

As Minnkota will be seeking funding for this project from the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an 

Environmental Report will be prepared to fulfill National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. 

If additional information is needed or desired regarding the proposed transmission line project, please 

contact me by email at jgraves@minnkota.com or by phone at (701) 795-4221.  I look forward to hearing 

from you. 

Sincerely, 

John T. Graves 

Environmental Manager 

 

Enclosure: Figure 1 

mailto:jgraves@minnkota.com
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Figure 1
PROJECT OVERVIEW

Proposed Clearbrook West
115 kV HVTL Project

Minnkota Power
Clearwater County, MN

Project Location

Source: US National Park
Service

"/ Approximate Substation Location
! ! !
! ! ! Proposed Clearbrook 115 kV

Municipal Boundary
Township Boundary
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October 20, 2014  

Jamie Schrenzel 
Principal Planner, Environmental Review Unit Principal Planner, Environmental Review Unit 
MN DNR 
500 Lafayette Road Box 25 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Re: Notice of Proposed Clearbrook - Clearbrook West 115 kilovolt transmission line 
Clearwater County, MN 
Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. 

Dear Ms. Jamie Schrenzel: 

Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. (“Minnkota Power”) is planning to build a new 5.3-mile long, 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric transmission line and a new 115/4.16 kV substation.  The proposed project will start in 
Leon Township by tapping an existing 115 kV line via construction of a 1-way switch and the proposed 
project will end in Pine Lake Township at the new 115/4.16 kV substation (Figure 1).  The proposed project 
is needed to serve a single industrial load in the Clearbrook, Minnesota area.   

The purpose of this letter is to provide you notice of Minnkota Power’s plan to obtain a route permit from 
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“MPUC”) for the proposed project.  This letter is also intended 
as a request for any comments you may have regarding the project or information that your agency 
would like to provide relative to the project area.  Minnkota Power plans to submit a Route Permit 
Application (RPA) to the MPUC before the end of this month.  Comments or information that you are able 
to provide in response to this letter will be used in the preparation of the RPA as well as in the preparation 
of an Environmental Report for the Rural Utilities Service.   

Project Description 
The proposed Project involves building 5.3 miles of new 115 kV HVTL.  The proposed Project will mainly 
use single pole, wood or steel horizontal post or horizontal brace post structures.  However, two-pole or 
three-pole structures may be utilized where a long span is needed to cross a wetland.  One three-pole 
structure will be utilized where the line crosses a wetland and immediately makes a turn.  As shown in 
Figure 1, the proposed Project will start in Leon Township by tapping an existing 115 kV line via 
construction of a 1-way line switch and the proposed Project will end in Pine Lake Township at the 
proposed 115/4.16 kV Substation Location.   

From its starting point in Leon Township, the proposed HVTL extends west, following existing roadway 
ROW and an existing distribution line along County Road 74 for approximately three miles before turning 
north to follow existing roadway ROW along 149th Avenue for approximately one mile.  Where 149th 
Avenue terminates, the proposed HVTL would extend northwest along a new right-of-way for 
approximately one mile before turning west to connect to the proposed Substation Location.  Where the 
proposed Project parallels County Road 74, existing low-voltage distribution lines will be removed and 
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buried by Clearwater-Polk Electric Cooperative.  No structures will be located in wetlands.  Additionally, all 
spans that cross wetlands will have bird flight diverters installed. 

Permitting Requirements 
The proposed 115 kV transmission line meets the definition of a High Voltage Transmission Line (“HVTL”) 
under Minn. Rules Chapter 7850.1000, subp. 9.  A route permit is required for the Project, for which 
Minnkota Power will apply. 

A Certificate of Need (“CON”) is not required for the Project because it is not classified as a large energy 
facility (“LEF”) under Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.243 and 216B.2421, subd. 2(3).  While the Project is a HVTL with a 
capacity of 100 kV or more, it is not more than 10 miles long and it does not cross a state line.  Therefore, 
Minnkota Power does not need a CON for this Project. 

The route permit proceeding will determine where the proposed facilities will be located.  As part of the 
permitting process, the MPUC considers input from the applicant utility, interested stakeholders, local 
government units, state and federal agencies, and landowners who may be affected.  Minnkota plans to 
submit an application for a route permit for the Project to the MPUC within one month. Additional 
environmental review will occur during the routing process.  The routing process will consider 
environmental, land use, and other potential routing impacts, and provide the opportunity for the public 
to comment. 

As Minnkota will be seeking funding for this project from the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an 
Environmental Report will be prepared to fulfill National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. 

State-listed Species 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR) Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS) 
database was queried in July 2014 in order to obtain information on rare and unique natural resources 
within one mile of the Project area.  According to the NHIS database, there are no listed species with in 
one mile of the Project area. 

If additional information is needed or desired regarding the proposed transmission line project, please 
contact me by email at jgraves@minnkota.com or by phone at (701) 795-4221.  I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Sincerely, 

John T. Graves 
Environmental Manager 
 
Enclosure: Figure 1 
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Figure 1
PROJECT OVERVIEW

Proposed Clearbrook West
115 kV HVTL Project

Minnkota Power
Clearwater County, MN

Project Location

Source: US National Park
Service

"/ Approximate Substation Location
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October 20, 2014 

Tony Sullins 
Field Supervisor 
USFWS 
4101 American Blvd. E 
Bloomington, MN 55425 

Re: Notice of Proposed Clearbrook - Clearbrook West 115 kilovolt transmission line 
Clearwater County, MN 
Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. 

Dear Mr. Tony Sullins: 

Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. (“Minnkota Power”) is planning to build a new 5.3-mile long, 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric transmission line and a new 115/4.16 kV substation.  The proposed project will start in 
Leon Township by tapping an existing 115 kV line via construction of a 1-way switch and the proposed 
project will end in Pine Lake Township at the new 115/4.16 kV substation (Figure 1).  The proposed project 
is needed to serve a single industrial load in the Clearbrook, Minnesota area.   

The purpose of this letter is to provide you notice of Minnkota Power’s plan to obtain a route permit from 
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“MPUC”) for the proposed project.  This letter is also intended 
as a request for any comments you may have regarding the project or information that your agency 
would like to provide relative to the project area.  Minnkota Power plans to submit a Route Permit 
Application (RPA) to the MPUC before the end of this month.  Comments or information that you are able 
to provide in response to this letter will be used in the preparation of the RPA as well as in the preparation 
of an Environmental Report for the Rural Utilities Service

Project Description 
The proposed Project involves building 5.3 miles of new 115 kV HVTL.  The proposed Project will mainly 
use single pole, wood or steel horizontal post or horizontal brace post structures.  However, two-pole or 
three-pole structures may be utilized where a long span is needed to cross a wetland.  One three-pole 
structure will be utilized where the line crosses a wetland and immediately makes a turn.  As shown in 
Figure 1, the proposed Project will start in Leon Township by tapping an existing 115 kV line via 
construction of a 1-way line switch and the proposed Project will end in Pine Lake Township at the 
proposed 115/4.16 kV Substation Location.   

From its starting point in Leon Township, the proposed HVTL extends west, following existing roadway 
ROW and an existing distribution line along County Road 74 for approximately three miles before turning 
north to follow existing roadway ROW along 149th Avenue for approximately one mile.  Where 149th 
Avenue terminates, the proposed HVTL would extend northwest along a new right-of-way for 
approximately one mile before turning west to connect to the proposed Substation Location.  Where the 
proposed Project parallels County Road 74, existing low-voltage distribution lines will be removed and 
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buried by Clearwater-Polk Electric Cooperative.  No structures will be located in wetlands.  Additionally, all 
spans that cross wetlands will have bird flight diverters installed. 

Permitting Requirements 
The proposed 115 kV transmission line meets the definition of a High Voltage Transmission Line (“HVTL”) 
under Minn. Rules Chapter 7850.1000, subp. 9.  A route permit is required for the Project, for which 
Minnkota Power will apply. 

A Certificate of Need (“CON”) is not required for the Project because it is not classified as a large energy 
facility (“LEF”) under Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.243 and 216B.2421, subd. 2(3).  While the Project is a HVTL with a 
capacity of 100 kV or more, it is not more than 10 miles long and it does not cross a state line.  Therefore, 
Minnkota Power does not need a CON for this Project. 

The route permit proceeding will determine where the proposed facilities will be located.  As part of the 
permitting process, the MPUC considers input from the applicant utility, interested stakeholders, local 
government units, state and federal agencies, and landowners who may be affected.  Minnkota plans to 
submit an application for a route permit for the Project to the MPUC within one month. Additional 
environmental review will occur during the routing process.  The routing process will consider 
environmental, land use, and other potential routing impacts, and provide the opportunity for the public 
to comment. 

As Minnkota will be seeking funding for this project from the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an 
Environmental Report will be prepared to fulfill National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. 

Federally-listed Species 
According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) State and County Distribution list for Clearwater 
County, Minnesota, received in July of 2014, Clearwater County is within the overall range of the Canada 
lynx (Lynx Canadensis; federally threatened).  Due to the industrial nature of the Project area and the lack 
of desirable Canada lynx habitat (dense forest), the proposed Project will have no effect on the Canada 
lynx.  

If additional information is needed or desired regarding the proposed transmission line project, please 
contact me by email at jgraves@minnkota.com or by phone at (701) 795-4221.  I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Sincerely, 

John T. Graves 
Environmental Manager 
 
Enclosure: Figure 1 
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From: Kestner, Nathan (DNR) [mailto:nathan.kestner@state.mn.us]  
Sent: Monday, June 29, 2015 2:00 PM 
To: Terry Johnson 
Cc: Walker, Michele (DNR) 
Subject: RE: Clearbrook‐Clearbrook west 115 kV transmission line project 
 
Terry‐ 
 
Based on the structure locations depicted on the attached drawing,  description of work described in the emails below, 
and phone conversation dated 6‐26‐15 and 6‐29‐15; we do not believe that proposed work will have any detrimental 
effects on the calcareous fen situated to the south along the northern shore of Steenersen Lake. Should your project 
change to involve work beyond that described below or include dewatering, please contact DNR Regional Groundwater 
Specialist Michelle Walker at 218‐308‐2664. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to provide this early coordination review. 
 
  Nathan Kestner   
  Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist ‐ Reg 1 
  MN DNR Division of Ecological & Water Resources, NW Region 
  2115 Birchmont Beach Rd NE, Bemidji, MN  56601 
  218‐308‐2672, 218‐755‐4066 (fax) 
  nathan.kestner@state.mn.us 
 

From: Terry Johnson [mailto:tjohnson@minnkota.com]  
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2015 2:37 PM 
To: Kestner, Nathan (DNR) 
Subject: RE: Clearbrook-Clearbrook west 115 kV transmission line project 

 
The direct imbedding depth is designed to be from 10‐12 feet below grade.  They would be drilled using a digger derrick 
auger sized for the base of the structure.  As of right now, the single pole structures may be of either wood or steel 
composition.  There would be no de‐watering.  If the water table is encountered with sluffing conditions. A partial casing 
would simply be inserted prior to backfilling.  Please let me know if you have additional questions. 
 

From: Kestner, Nathan (DNR) [mailto:nathan.kestner@state.mn.us]  
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2015 2:29 PM 
To: Terry Johnson 
Subject: RE: Clearbrook‐Clearbrook west 115 kV transmission line project 
 
Terry‐ 
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Can you provide a description of each structure that will help  us to better visualize what they are and what it takes to 
construct (i.e. are the buildings, power poles, etc.)? Also, please indicate if any dewatering will be needed. Thank you. 
 
  Nathan Kestner   
  Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist ‐ Reg 1 
  MN DNR Division of Ecological & Water Resources, NW Region 
  2115 Birchmont Beach Rd NE, Bemidji, MN  56601 
  218‐308‐2672, 218‐755‐4066 (fax) 
  nathan.kestner@state.mn.us 
 

From: Terry Johnson [mailto:tjohnson@minnkota.com]  
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2015 12:53 PM 
To: Kestner, Nathan (DNR) 
Subject: RE: Clearbrook-Clearbrook west 115 kV transmission line project 

 
Nathan, thanks for your help.  As we talked about, I am providing you with a map view of that portion of the project to 
aid your review.  The various lines may be a little confusing.  I’ll try and clear that up some.  First of all, here is info from 
engineering referring to the structure(s) and to scale vs print‐out or copy size.  Our connection is to an existing OTP 115 
kV line at Structure 1.  Structure 1 is a switch that OTP is designing and will be constructing for our project.  The pdf is set 
up for 22” x 34” sheet at 100 scale.  If it is printed on 11” x 17”, it is 200 scale. 
 
Therefore, with structure 1 as well as structures 2 & 3 being on the north side of the road at the locations shown, I hope 
this helps you in further evaluating this proposed project.  Again, please let me know if you have questions. 
 

From: Kestner, Nathan (DNR) [mailto:nathan.kestner@state.mn.us]  
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2015 10:42 AM 
To: Terry Johnson 
Cc: Frantz, Kate (DNR) 
Subject: RE: Clearbrook‐Clearbrook west 115 kV transmission line project 
 
Terry‐ 
 
Sorry for the lateness of this response. If it is still possible, please include these consideration within the scope of the 
environmental assessment. I have also attached an early coordination letter provided to Enbridge that generally 
describes how DNR participate in utility projects and reiterates what I discussed with you this morning. 
 
DNR Early Coordination Comments: 
 
Based on a desktop review, it appears that your project will involve construction in close proximity to a calcareous fen 
and involve public water crossings. 
 
The calcareous fen mentioned above is located along the north shore of Steenerson Lake near the proposed substation. 
Calcareous fens are rare and distinctive peat accumulating wetlands which have additional legal protected in Minnesota. 
Calcareous fens are designated as “outstanding resource value waters” in water quality regulations administered by the 
MPCA (Minnesota Rules part 7050.0180) and they are given special protection through Minnesota Rules part 8420.1010 
‐ 8240.1060. The Wetlands Conservation Act (WCA), authorized by Minnesota Statutes 103G.223, states that calcareous 
fens may not be filled, drained, or otherwise degraded, wholly or partially, by any activity, except as provided for in a 
management plan (i.e. Fen Management Plan [FMP]) approved by the Commissioner of the Department of Natural 
Resources.  
 
Many of the unique characteristics of calcareous fens result from the upwelling of groundwater through calcareous 
substrates. Because of their dependence on delicate groundwater hydrology, calcareous fens can be indirectly affected 
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by activities several miles away from the fen. Due to the unique characteristics of these resources and difficulty in 
approving impacts, DNR recommends that avoidance of impacts to calcareous fens be given high priority. Please 
contact DNR Regional Groundwater Specialist Michelle Walker at 218‐308‐2664 for questions about calcareous fens 
and FMP requirements. To help us further review your project, please provide us a copy of your substation site plan. 
Based on our review of that plan, we will determine additional requirements .  
 
Project developers intending to cross over, under, or across any state land or public water with any utility (pipelines, 
power lines, etc.) need to first secure a DNR license to cross (Minnesota Statue 84.415). Information on how to obtain a 
License for Utility can be found at http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/utility_crossing/index.html.  DNR Division of 
Lands and Minerals (LAM) coordinates DNR staff license reviews and issues utility licenses to cross public waters and 
state lands managed by the DNR. Please use the link above or call DNR LAM at 218‐308‐2627 (northwest region) to 
identify all requirements. 
 
Many times utility projects require dewatering during construction. A water use (appropriation) permit from DNR 
Waters is required for all users withdrawing more than 10,000 gallons of water per day or 1 million gallons per year. 
Additional information about DNR water use permits is available at 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/appropriations/permits.html 
 
I am  encouraged to see that bird diverters will be used as a means to minimize avian mortality as a result of collisions. 
We would ask that diverters be placed on flyways between and across water resources. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity for review and we may have additional input as the EA and route permit application is made 
available for review. 
 
  Nathan Kestner   
  Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist ‐ Reg 1 
  MN DNR Division of Ecological & Water Resources, NW Region 
  2115 Birchmont Beach Rd NE, Bemidji, MN  56601 
  218‐308‐2672, 218‐755‐4066 (fax) 
  nathan.kestner@state.mn.us 
 

From: Terry Johnson [mailto:tjohnson@minnkota.com]  
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2015 9:56 AM 
To: Kestner, Nathan (DNR) 
Subject: Clearbrook-Clearbrook west 115 kV transmission line project 

 
Nathan it was good to talk with you regarding this project.  Please find attached for your review as requested our letter 
submitted to Jamie as we discussed.  We would appreciate your review and comment on this as we are on the verge of 
submitting our draft RPA and EA for the RUS.  Please let me know if you have questions. 
 
Terry Johnson 
Environmental Engineer 
P. 701‐795‐4293 
Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. 
tjohnson@minnkota.com 
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TELEPHONE MEMORANDUM  

TO: FILE  

FROM: TERRY JOHNSON  

SUBJECT: CLEARBROOK-CLEARBROOK WEST LINE PROJECT 

DATE: 6-26-15 

CC:  

 

Call made to: USFWS Bloomington Office (612)-725-3548; 6-25-15 @ 08:46 AM.  Asked for Tony 
Sullins (field supervisor where our October 20, 2014 letter was sent to).  I was informed that Tony 
was no longer with the Bloomington office and that Lisa Mandell was the person to contact regarding 
this project.  I obtained her e-mail address from the administrative assistance and e-mailed her the 
letter with map figure that we previously sent at 10:10 AM. 

6-26-15 11:22 AM; called for Lisa again and she said she would issue a response as soon as their 
schedule permitted.  




