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Scoping and Informational Meeting - 14-665 - 2-22-16

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: (Good eveni ng,
everybody. Thank you for com ng down tonight.

This is the Mnnesota Public Uilities
Conmmi ssion Public Informati on and Scopi ng Meeti ng.
My nane is Cezar Panait, |I'ma regul atory engi neer
wth the Public Uilities Comm ssion in St. Paul
M nnesot a.

And toni ght we are here to hear fromthe
menbers of the public on the M nnkota transm ssion
line project, Cearbrook, fromC earbrook to
Cl earbrook West, and this is in regards to M nnesota
Public Utilities Comm ssion Docket Nunber 14-665,
and that's how our electronic filing systemis that
we have set up with the PUC.

The purpose of the neeting tonight is to
expl ain the Conmm ssion's review process for this
project and al so provide informati on about the
project. The applicant will have a chance to speak
in detail, nore details about that. And, also, we
are here to gather information for the environnmenta
revi ew docunent that will be devel oped by the
M nnesot a Departnment of Commrerce, which is our
sister state agency that is involved in perform ng
that function for us, the environnmental review for

an energy facility project such as this transm ssion
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line. And, nonetheless, we are here to answer
general questions fromthe public about the process,
the process in general or this project in
parti cul ar.

So the Public Uilities Conm ssion. Wo
is the Public Uilities Conm ssion? W are a state
agency. Qur main job is to regulate | arge energy
facility projects such as power plants, pipelines,
transm ssion lines. And, also, the PUC regul ates
in-state, the | ong-distance -- and | ong-di stance
t el ephone conpani es, and al so i nvestor-owned natura
gas utilities, rates, and services.

The Conm ssion has five appoi nted
conm ssioners by the governor. They serve six-year
terms, staggered terns, and these comm ssioners are
full-time enployees. And the staff, such as nyself,
we have about 50 staffers, financial analysts,
pl anners, rates anal ysts, energy facility planners,
that hel p out the process and informthe
Conmmi ssi oners during key deci sion points.

We are here for -- to address the
comments and then scoping for a high voltage
transm ssion line. A high-voltage transm ssion
line, Mnnesota Statute 216E defines a high voltage

transm ssion line as being a |line that operates at
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100 kilovolts or nore and is greater than 1,500 feet
in length. For this project that neets these two
criteria, they are requiring a route permt fromthe
M nnesota Public Uilities Conmm ssion under

Chapter -- Mnnesota Statutes, Chapter 216E, and

M nnesota Rul es, part 7850, govern the route permt
process for the transm ssion |ines.

Who's who? The applicant in this docket
is the M nnkota Power Cooperative. And they are the
ones that submtted an application for a route
permt for the Cl earbrook - C earbrook West
transm ssion -- 115 kilovolt transm ssion |ine
pr oj ect .

And t hen we have M nnesota Departnent of
Commerce, which is a state agency, and they have a
di vi sion call ed Energy Environnmental Review and
Anal ysis, EERA for short. And M. Birkholz fromthe
Departnent of Commerce is here to gather comments
and i nput about the environnental review

And I n certain cases we have the Ofice

of Adm nistrative Hearings, OAH for short. It is
anot her state agency that -- they enpl oy
adm ni strative | aw judges. And the judge -- the

Conmmi ssion, in accepting this application as

conpl ete back in January, the Comm ssi on deci ded
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that for the public hearing we'll have a presiding
judge fromthe Ofice of Adm nistrative Hearings
conduct that hearing and gat her comments fromthe
menbers of the public, which will be schedul ed | ater
on after the environnental review will be conpl et ed.
And then the judge, or ALJ for short, wll wite the
report, a summary of public testinony, which was
deci ded by the Comm ssion in this case, for the
judge to gather and sunmari ze the coments received
during the public hearing.

Public Utilities Conmm ssion energy
facilities planner, that's ne, and ny role here is
to assist in building the record and informthe
Conm ssioners of various sort of docket review
stages. For exanple, in this case the application
was submtted and then in January the Public
Uilities Conm ssion net and decided that all the
regul atory requirenents were net and the application
has been accepted as conplete and that's what
triggered the review process.

So ny job, and, actually, the analyst for
this project will be ny coll eague from St. Paul,
Tricia DeBl eeckere, who cannot be here tonight, so
"' mjust substituting for her. And she wll be

witing the summaries for the Conm ssioners, which
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we refer to as briefing papers, at phases where the
Comm ssi on needs to hear this docket.

And then we have a public advisor, which
is Tracy Smetana. And Ms. Snetana could not be here
tonight, but her role is to help citizens
participate in the process, both the certificate of
need and the route permt processes.

And neither nyself or Tricia or Tracy are
allowed to give any | egal advice, we are not
advocating for one party or the other, we are
neutral .

Some of the factors that are considered
in the Public Uilities Conm ssion decision
regarding |large energy facility projects such as
this transmi ssion line are various inpacts that a
project of this nmagnitude can have on hunan
settl enent, displacenent, noise, aesthetics,
recreational, public services, and the public health
and safety, also. W |ook at factors, economnc
factors, such as inpact on agriculture, forestry,
tourism mning, any archaeol ogical and historic
resources and, al so, nonethel ess, the inpact on the
natural environnent, which David will talk to | ater,
about the inpact on air, water, plants, aninals.

I n maki ng deci sions, the Conmm ssion | ooks
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at different factors that are spelled out in the
statute and in the rules. Such as they | ook at the
i npact of this project, in particular, any project

i n general, about how those projects can naxim ze
energy efficiencies in the state of M nnesota. And
the projects are designed wth future expansion
potential. And, also, the Conm ssion | ooks at
existing rights-of-way. There is a statutory
preference for follow ng designated rights-of-ways,
whi ch could be a road right-of-way, it could be
utility-designated rights-of-ways, and al so
foll ow ng natural boundaries, such as survey |ines,
field boundaries, and the like. And, also,
electrical systemreliability is a najor deciding
factor for the Comm ssion that they consider. And,
al so, construction costs, the costs to operate and
mai ntain the line are al so | ooked at.

And this is a flow chart of a typical
route permt process. These are the various phases
of the process fromthe application until the final
decision. So we are past the application
acceptance, that was -- the application was accepted
back in January 25th. And we are at this stage
here, the public informati on and scopi ng neeti ng.

So as you can see fromthe | egend, all
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these -- the star synbol points out the public

conmment opportunity. So we are at this phase

tonight. And there will be a public hearing, also,
where the public will have anot her opportunity and,
also, there will be a coment period that extends
out -- the initial public conment period closes on
March 7th, and then there will be another conment
period for the public hearing that will be announced

subsequent to this neeting.
So the flow chart goes that after this

public informati on and scopi ng neeting, the

Departnent of Commerce will issue a scoping
decision, and I'll allow M. Birkholz to talk nore
about that. And then eventually we'll conclude wth

t he i ssuance of an environnental assessnent report,
which is a witten docunent. And then having the
report finalized, nmenbers of the public will have an
opportunity to ask questions and present input as
far as whet her the environnmental docunent addresses
all the issues and concerns that were pointed out
earlier during the scoping.

And followi ng that there will be a review
of the facts and the nerits in the docket. And the
ALJ issues a sunmary of public testinony in this

docket. And we'll set up the docket for a final
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agenda neeting. That typically takes between six
and nine nonths for a project of this scope to have
fromthe acceptance until the final decision.

And this is the sane kind of process, a
tineline in a table format for people that want to
take a look at a table rather than a flow chart. So
these are the sanme tinelines that | captured in
dates that were shown on this flow chart earlier.
So, again, you can read for yourself, but we are at
t his phase over here.

Then the comrent period followng this
meeting wll close, this is an inportant date, so if
you want to send ne comnments, propose route

alternatives, segnent alternatives, please do so by

this date.

There will be -- these are estimated tine
dates for when a scoping decision will be issued,
and then the report |looking to be -- to have the

report published by August. And then this is
anot her opportunity for public participation in the
proj ect area, probably nost likely will be in the
same here in O earbrook in August.

And then this is just a -- |I'mnot going
through. This is an exanple, a sanple of a notice,

public nmeeting notice that we issued, and |I'm sure
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people in the roomreceived it. So what's inportant
here is just any tine you make comments regardi ng
the project, please don't forget to include the
docket nunmber. This is the electronic filing nunber
assigned to this project and it's inportant to
assign the comments to the right docket because we
have nore than one docket going at the same tine.
And, al so, please try to address the topics open for
di scussion. Every notice has a list of topics open
for discussion.

Agai n, she's pointing out to the
i nportance of the docket nunmber and the comment
period. So it's inportant to submt the comments by
the closing. These are just sanmples. So for this
docket, like |I nmentioned earlier, the public comment
period closes on March 7th, by 4:30. This is --
we'd like to have the comments in on that close of
busi ness on that March 7th date. And, al so,
pointing out to the topics open for conment. Agai n,
these are just sanples. This particular project has
certain topics that were nade publi c.

Keys to sendi ng your comments. Again, |
spoke earlier that it's inportant to have the right
docket nunber. Try to stay to the topics |i sted.

And, also, if you submt briefing comments, no need
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to send themtw ce, the sane comments, because we
capture themthe first tine we receive them and give
t hem t he proper consideration. And, also, verbal or
witten comments carry the sane weight. So if you
choose to do both, you are nore than wel cone, but
not needed. Either will carry the sane wei ght.

The Conmi ssion's decision is based solely
on facts in the record. So if you have any conments
that you think are pertinent to this project, sone
particulars in the area that you live, that you want
to make those particulars known to the Conm ssioners
for their decision, please don't forget to include
t hose.

And, al so, the comments that we receive
are public informati on, so we post them verbatim
So if you would like to for sure put your name and
maybe just the city, if not the full address, but
any ot her personalized infornation, please |eave it
out, because we won't take it out, it wll get
posted the way the comments cone in.

Agai n, stressing out the deadline. As
w th any public proceeding, we like to stick to the
deadl i nes.

This is a page that tal ks about how to

| earn nore about the project. So these are various
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docunents that have been set up for this project.
So, first of all, this is our web address,

m nnesot agover nnent / publicutilitiescomm ssion. And
on that website we have eDockets, you'll see a
button, and let's see if she has that in here. No,
this is later.

So, anyway, so you'll see a button in the
m ddl e of the page that asks for to search eDockets.
And in that search function you have to enter the
two-digit year for the project and the filing nunber
that was assigned to the project, 665 in this case,
and then hit button and you will see a list of all
docunents that are related to that particul ar
docket .

And, also, | pointed out -- we have sone
orange nmailing project contact cards, you can fill
the information and you will be entered into the
project mailing list. And every tine there is a new
docunent that arrives in this docket, you'll get a
notification about that subm ssion. And so the
project mlestones and opportunities for citizen
partici pation will be sonething that nenbers of the
public find useful to get invol ved.

And, al so, you can sign up to receive

e-mail notification or U S nail. So the project
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mailing list is on the table so you can fill it out
and | eave themthere and I'I|l take them back and
you' || be added to the Ilist.

Al so, if you decide later to sign up, you
forgot to do it tonight, it's never too |late to sign
up. You can basically send an e-mail request to
this address, to this address here, or call the
nunber, and your nane wll be placed on the project
mailing list.

And if you want to | earn nore even about
the project, you can sign up to receive an e-nai
notification every tinme there is a new docunent that
is filed into the docket. So, again, there is

i nformati on on our website on how to subscri be,

subscri be to receive -- basically, what you wll
receive, you wll receive an e-nail, a short e-mail
wth an active link and tweaking that link wll take
you and will open up that particul ar docunent that

has just been submtted by a party to this docket.
So this can get overwhel m ng, you can receive maybe
an unwant ed nunber of e-mails, but if you don't want
to do that, that's fine, having your nane on the
project list will give you opportunities for public
parti ci pati on.

This is that -- explains that procedure
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on how to subscribe. So once on the Comm ssion's
website, there's a |link where you can subscri be, and
w ll pronpt you to fill out these fields. And
you' || have to submit -- enter your e-nail address
and tie it to the docket that you're interested in
and that's how you add your nane to the |ist.

And, again, to conclude, these are our
contacts here. Tracy Snetana, she's the public
advi sor, so if you have questions | ater on about
this docket, the various phases that you can
participate, Tracy will be the resource to provide
that information. And this is ny coll eague from
St. Paul, Tricia, she's the energy facilities
pl anner assigned to this docket, | just substitute
for her tonight. So ny nane is Cezar Panait, but
Tricia is the proper contact for this docket going
f orwar d.

And with that, that concludes ny part of
the presentation. So I'll hand it over to
M. Graves from M nnkota to talk a little nore about
the technical details about the project.

MR. JOHN GRAVES:. Thank you.

My nane is John Graves, |I'mthe
envi ronnent al nmanager for M nnkota Power

Cooperative, and I'd li ke to thank everybody for
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comng this evening. |I'mglad to see that we have a
crowd versus just one or two people. That's always
the nore the nerrier.

We'd like to explain a little bit about
the project. Although this is a relatively snal
project, for the people that nay be inpacted by it,
it's inportant to them and that nmakes it certainly
inmportant to us as well. And we have | ooked at
several different potential routes for this
particul ar project and we selected this particular
route that we applied for based upon the various
criteria in the rules and regul ati ons.

And in particular, this particular route
that we have sel ected inpacts the | east anount of
wetl ands. You will see that we actually span two
wet |l ands. The other routes, potential routes that
we | ooked at had nore wetl ands involved. And that's
kind of an unwitten rule, you m ght say, in our
busi ness, if we can, nunber one, we like to stay out
of wetl ands. Because now having said that, it's not
al ways possible on all projects, we mght have to on
a large project stick a structure in a wetland. W
really don't like to do that because about the tine
you do that, if there is a problemlater on with the

transm ssion line, sure enough it'l|l probably be on
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that structure that is in the wetland, which we
don't like that, obviously. And so we try and stay
away from wetl ands as nuch as we can or we try and
span them if we can, and we do that twice in this
parti cul ar project.

Now to go into nore on the project, |I'm
going to turn it over to Jay Bushy, who is the
proj ect manager for this project for M nnkota.

MR, JAY BUSHY: Thanks, John.

Qur project need. The project would
provide electric service to our distribution co-op's
custonmer |l oad in Pine Lake Township. W are going
to construct a new 115 kV substation, and our
transm ssion line is approximately 5.3 m | es.

This is a general map. Tal k about it.
This is H ghway 92. W start, we tie in an existing
115 line about a mle east of H ghway 92, we run
al ong 470th for three mles, and then we turn and go
north on 149th for approximately a mle, and then we
go cross country to the northwest for about a mle
and a quarter up to our new substation up here which
is Cl earbrook West.

Qur route. Qur route is generally the
wdth -- it varies between 205 and 500 feet. W

have two addi ti onal areas. An addi ti onal area of
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wdth in here where we connect, and then up where we
go northwest will provide sone flexibility to avoid
wet | ands and to work with | andowners.

Qur right-of-way. The right-of-way for
the transmission line will be 100 feet, it's
desi gnated as 50 feet on either side of the
centerline. Easenents wll be negotiated wth
| andowners for the required right-of-way.

Qur structures. W either use single
pol e wood or steel. They are going to be
approxi mately 65 to 95 feet above the ground.
There's a section of the line where it will replace
the existing distribution line. That distribution
line that exists there will be buried and our I|ine
wll replace it. Qur typical spacing for our poles
are between 300 and 350 feet. W are going to
use -- and I'll show those in the next slide com ng
up, we're going to use three-pole structures where
we have to span wetlands. W're going to put two of
themin the span of the |l arge wetland. And then we
have three additional ones where we have to cross
the existing pipeline just to provide greater
flexibility for the pipeline and to stay out of the
ri ght - of - way.

This here on the left is our single pole
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structures, that's a typical picture of them This
iIs our typical three-pole structure right in this
area here on the right.

I'll tal k about our construction process
alittle bit. First of all, what we'll do is the
right-of-way will be staked and we'll get into

staking clearing limts where trees exist where

we'll have to take those down to construct the |ine.
Then we'll be getting into our -- our contractors
wll be getting into tree cl earing, another
contractor will be com ng and delivering poles, and
then they'll be setting the structures. Two final
stages wll be when they string the wire, or
conductor, we call it, and then site restoration.

That pretty nmuch waps up ny
presentation, but I wll talk about our project
contacts. John Graves is our environnental manager.
Mysel f, Jay Bushy. And then our right-of-way and
property nanager, Brian Hoffart, who is not at the
meeti ng toni ght.

So that pretty nuch ends ny presentation
and I'Il turn it over to M. Birkholz to go ahead
with his.

MR. DAVID BIRKHOLZ: It's not bad enough

totry to nove when you're at this age, you' ve got

19
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to get here when it's 20 degrees in the room It's
not wor ki ng, though, for ne.

As | have been introduced at | east a
coupl e tinmes over the events here tonight, |I'm David
Bi rkhol z and |I' m anot her separate party involved in
the review of this project. I'mwth the Departnent
of Commer ce.

What |'mgoing to tal k about and what
we're going to tal k about going forward, and
hopefully that includes your conmments here tonight,
is scoping the EA. Let ne explain what that is.

In the first place, "'mwith a unit
that's called the Environnment --

M. CARCL OVERLAND: It changes every
year.

MR. DAVI D BI RKHOLZ: Wy do you think
have to stop and ask?

The Energy Environnmental Review and
Anal ysis division. But the real aspect is that we
do work cooperatively with the Public Uilities
Conmi ssion, and the work cones together in the end,
but we are separate. W are not -- we do not work
in the sane agency, we do not performthe sane
tasks, and we do not control each other's work in

that regard. The other thing to nake clear is that
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we don't work for the applicant. W work to make
the process as efficient, as does the PUC, for
everybody. But we work -- we do not work for them

And the other thing is, as Cezar said, we
don't advocate. |In our group, our process is
defined. |If a project is put into place, what's the
best way to do it, and what are the inpacts that we
m ght cone across on the way.

The thing that we're going to be doing
tonight is gathering coments about an environnent al
assessnent. |In a project this size, which is
shorter, but it's also a 115 kV line, it's not |iKke
the big -- the big 365 kV lines going -- or 345 kV
| i nes going up and down 94, or the 230 |ines going
across for the Bemdji project. On those there
woul d be an environnental inpact statenent. This is
an environnmental assessnent, but one shoul d not be
confused, it still does cover the sane issues. W
still want to ask the sane questions, we still want
to find out the sane information, it's just a
slightly different process under the statutes in
M nnesota. And what are we trying to find out?
Wll, we're trying to find out two things. The
i npact on natural environnent, and al so the soci al

I npact, the inpact on the human environnent.
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So there's three ways to deal with
i mpacts. One is avoiding inpacts, if you can. As
John said, if you don't go in the wetland, that's an
avoi dance of an inpact. So that's one option.
O herwise, if there's not avoiding, there's
m nim zing. You nake the inpact as snall as
possible. O if there is no way, in sone cases, as
you well know and |I'Il be straight up, you don't put
in a major industrial infrastructure without there
bei ng an i npact at sone level. And our job is to
find out what's going to be the arrangenent that
makes the | east inpact. And so what we can do --
when there are unavoi dabl e i npacts, what we can do
to mtigate those.

The law in M nnesota gives the foll ow ng
descriptions of what the EA is going to | ook |iKke.
| don't think | put -- | don't think |I put the rule
down here, but you don't need the rule, | think it's
7850. 3700. But when you're stopping to think about
what you're going to give to us in comments tonight,
this is sonething to remenber. This is sonething
we're going to do, all of these things.

Now, filling in the details anpbngst those
items is what we want to do when we cone to the

people who live in a particul ar place, who are goi ng
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to be the ones who live under the inpact of a
particul ar project, then we want to have your i nput
on what are the real-life inpacts behind those
statutory and rule statenents. Wat is the
real-life inpact of the words on the paper.

So what we're going to do is we're going
to devel op a scope of the EA. And this first step
of the scope of the EAis gathering all the
information. W have the information fromthe
application, we've reviewed that. W have the ideas
that we need to | ook at under the law. W' re here
to gather the ideas that you have, the know edge
that you have locally to contribute to the scope.
And what the scope is just going to be is that's
going to be -- it's not exactly an outline, but it
shows the depth and the breadth of the environnental
assessnent and what are the actual things to be
consi dered. Because that becones a nmgjor part of
the record, and all the decisions in the project
becone -- are finally decided on what the final
record is. So it's places |like this where we define
what the discussion is, is where you want to have
your initial input.

What el se we're going to tal k about, as

you can well read, is the schedule. Probably
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sonetine in August, that's anticipated at this tine,
t hi ngs can cone up, but that's the plan. W'IlIl talk
about what's going into the EA, we'll tal k about
what's not going into the EA. Things that don't go
into the EA are things that are not under the
auspices of the Public UWilities Conm ssion, |ike
transactions between the utility and i ndivi dual
| andowners for rights-of-way, things |like that.
W'l |l point out the things that aren't actually a
part of the environnental assessnent.

| have brought and put on the table over
here, and pl ease grab one on the way back, there's
one for everyone. 1've done up what | would call a
draft scoping docunent. This isn't exactly what a
scopi ng docunent is going to be, but as you're
t hi nki ng about maki ng your witten comments -- |
mean, you can comment here tonight, but if you want
to take this hone and ook at it, it may spur you to
think of other things. |'ve done a synopsis of what
the project is, of how the system works, and the
things that we would normally cover in here and the
things that we're | ooking for fromyou. So please
feel free to grab that and scan it or |look at it.
There are copies for everyone down there on that

t abl e.
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So, again, we're going to be putting
together the scope. Along wth the inmpacts on human
and natural environnments, the other thing that we're
| ooking for fromthe local input is do you have
alternative ideas for routes. The conpany has
eval uat ed several routes and they've cone up with
their best idea for a route. That may be the best
route, but we wll evaluate that route, but we al so
want to hear fromthe public, fromyou, if you have
concepts for alternative routes.

|"ve had a couple things nentioned to ne
already, but it doesn't do any good for the record
if they're nentioned to ne. | nean, feel free to
call me and talk to ne at any tine, but the comrents
need to be put on paper and entered into the record
so we officially have that on hand. So that's one
of the major things. Then we can take the routes
and put them side by side and see where the inpacts
are and which nay or nay not have a greater i npact.

When we're asking for a route, it's
al wvays sonmething that -- it's always sonething a
little nore than you want it sonepl ace el se besi des
right by ny house, which is the first thing that |
t hi nk everyone would think. At least | would. But

check out this list on your own tinme. These things
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are all witten down on the papers, that's why we
wite these down, so you can go back and check
these. But there's particular things that you want
to Il ook for when you want to identify a route.

Be very specific, just don't -- the best
thing | can say is the last word on that slide.
Gve ne a map. And then tell ne why you wanted that
route instead of another route. And in telling ne
why, tell ne what are you mitigating. Wat is this
doing to mtigate or to mnimze or to avoid those
i npacts better than the route that the conpany is
suggesting. So we'll | ook at those routes, and the
nore information you can provide, the better. |
know we're not -- we're not transm ssion engi neers,
we don't have the staff to design routes, but it
doesn't have to be the route fromstart to finish.
It can be a section of the route. It can be a
change in the route. It can be sonething that makes
sense to you, sonething so that you can transmtt
those i ssues into ny head. Again, to do that they
need to be on paper.

This is just a sinple thing, but
sonetines, if it's soneplace where you live, you
know t he i npacts better than anybody, than sonebody

from G and Forks or sonebody from St. Paul. So, you

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Scoping and Informational Meeting - 14-665 - 2-22-16 27

know, it nmay or nay not be a better choice to go
slightly away froma particul ar highway, it may or
may not be possible, but there's no reason not to
look at it. And it nay be the right thing to do.

I'"'mreally adept here. Ch, good grief.
Great. You know what, you have your handout there,
that's really a good thing. | don't knowif we can
get that back or not, but it doesn't really matter.
There's been a | ot of us tal king al ready tonight,
and | think the whole point of having you come out
and us cone out is so that we can tal k back and
forth together. So we really want to get your
I nput .

| have | ots of contact information on
here, that's already in your hands, I'mnot going to
go over it again.

The one thing that was on the list is
that we are going to -- the one thing we are goi ng
to do, is in addition to talking to you, we're going
totalk to affected state agencies. And that's the
Depart nent of Natural Resources, the M nnesota
Pol lution Control, perhaps. Whatever agencies are
going to have an inpact, we will conmmuni cate back
and forth with them They'll al so be havi ng i nput

into what the scope of the environnmental assessnent
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is going to be.

| al so had on ny handout anot her
tinmeline, but Cezar has already given you a specific
tineline. This depends on how it goes, but it's not
witten in stone at this tinme, but this is the
di rection.

The thing | want to point out that's the
nost i nportant discussion in this regard is that you
have essentially two input points in this process.
And you don't want to miss it. Tonight is the start
of one of them where you can make your commrents on
the record, or you can, between now and March 7th,
make your comments in witten formand send themto
me. At different stages along the way coments go
to different places, things go a different way, but
at this point when the Departnment of Commerce is
putti ng together the scope, all the comments shoul d
cone to ne. The coments that you nake toni ght are
going to be on the record. W brought Janet with
us, and so, again, we're not standing here, you're
not standing telling nme sonething and actually
counting on ne to renenber, because as you can see,
the clarity and the continuity of that thinking
m ght not be what you're |ooking for. But the --

oh. Thank you, John.
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But here |1've also starred those. 1In
addition to the pointing out that there are two, |
poi nt out that we're early. This is still early.
This is still the beginning of the process. So we
have a |l ot of conversations and di scussion that can
go forward.

I will point out the second coment
period is the public hearing, as Cezar pointed out.
That wll be back here. That's another tine when
you can actually cone before the judge. Tonight you
can cone and say anything you want, but the things
that | suggest concentrating on are what are we
going to look at to review the project.

When you cone to the public hearing
you' |l be able to come before a judge, an
adm ni strative |aw judge, and say this is how | fee
about the project and what's happened so far and
what peopl e have | earned fromthe environnental
research and what we've | earned from what we've gone
through to date, and you tell that to a judge and
put that on the record.

The Public Uilities Commission is a
public open neeting, but it's not really the place
to make the comments into the system W want to

make t hem when they can really count, which is, as |
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menti oned at the very outset, when we're buil ding
that record. The record that we're going to put
toget her that the Comm ssioners will take all that
information that we've put together and make the
best deci sion possible. So concentrate on those two
dates. And, again, | urge you, don't waste your
opportunities to have i nput at that point.

Just one thing about this. This is our
website. And you can take this hone, and take hone
copies of this for your neighbors who didn't have a
chance to cone or had sonething el se schedul ed for
tonight. This is an alternative way to foll ow
along. | strongly suggest that you get your nane on
the project list, that's one thing, but we at
Commrerce keep our own website of the business that's
afoot. And what we try to do is narrowit down to
the things, the steps that we think that are cruci al
to what we're evaluating, but also the things that
are crucial to what you m ght want to be | ooking at.
So |I''m not suggesting that you not use the other
sources, they are there for you, you shoul d use
them but sonetines eDockets will have a | ot of
docunents that you have to float through and sort
through and try to figure out what to | ook at, but

stop by there and see if that's useful to you, and
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if they are, just keep up on that page as the tine
goes by.

Just to nention to you one nore
opportunity. | printed out a comment form And,
again, this comment formis up on this desk as well.
So when you grab that draft scopi ng docunent, grab a

copy of this. This is one when you can contact and

send ne information. It's not the only way. You
can do it however you want. Send ne an e-mail. |If
you go online to our website that | had up before or

this one here, you can nmake comments online. So
it's convenient to do however you'd like. This is
just conveni ent because it's here and it has ny
address already on it.

G herwise, any tine |'mhappy to talk to
you and hear what you have to say as we go in the
process, but in order to get comments into what the
scope is, and the scope is what the environnental
assessnent becones, so it's a real order, so the
comments that design the scope, that design the
envi ronnent al assessnent, those comments are due
March 7th. So that's a date | want you to keep in
m nd.

So I'"'mhoping this is hel ping to assi st

you in getting your conmments in because we do want
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to hear fromyou. |If you have all papers, okay, you
have all the papers, you have all the coments, |
w il | eave this speaking about it and repeating it
for the night and | eave the neeting open to your
conment s.

Now, how this is going to proceed is w'd
l'i ke you to conme down, okay, and use the m crophone.
And one of the reasons is so everybody can hear, and
anot her reason is so we can have Janet here, cone
and gi ve her your nane, spell your nane, and then
make your comrents.

Agai n, as Cezar said, these are official.
If you make comments here tonight and you don't want
to send themin, that's fine, they're equal. They
are all part of the record. |If you cone and speak
toni ght and you think of sonmething else that you
want to add later, it's nore than fine to do both,
send letters too. Again, give sone tinme either
toni ght or over tine over the next couple weeks to
t hi nk about that route alternative, if you have one,
if you think that m ght help the process. And if
you have trouble putting that together, talk to ne,
you have ny nunber. But remenber the date March 7th
and we wel cone your input starting now.

MS. CARCL OVERLAND: Are you --
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MR. DAVI D Bl RKHOLZ: Pl ease.

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: You can sit over here
and we have anot her m crophone.

M5. CARCL OVERLAND: | definitely want a
m crophone. There's one for you. And here's one
for you. Here's your official record copy. Here's
one for you.

Carol Overland, OV-E-R-L-A-N-D. [|I'm
here on behalf of the Erie-Bourdeaux estate, and
with ne today are a couple menbers of the famly and
they' |l be speaking, also. [|I'magoing to address the
| egal i ssues.

Al so, for the record, | affirmthat |
will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth.

First, in this packet that | handed out,
there's an inportant rule in M nnesota, 7850.4200,
factors excluded from consideration. And when the
PUC has issued a certificate of need, under the
routing side of things, they're prohibited from
addressi ng i ssues of size, type, and timng, or
questions of alternative system configurations. And
what's inportant about this is there is no
certificate of need, so there is no prohibition.

And in this particular case there are sone very
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i nportant issues, especially of timng, and al so
alternative systemconfigurations that shoul d be
consi der ed.

And timng, that's the first docunent
that | have in ny handout, and I will be al so
submtting witten comments that m ght draw this
together a little bit better. But, the next
docunent that |'ve got is an August 6th, 2014
comments fromthe M nnesota Pollution Control Agency
in the Sandpi per docket, and the document is eDocket
nunber 20148-102081-01. And in that docunent it
brings up the proposition of having the tank farm
that they're wanting to build up at the end of this
project, looking at putting that in Crookston. And
that is one of the alternatives that is going to be
addressed in the Sandpi per line, so this is not a
done deal. W are |ooking at a transm ssion
project, which takes not that nuch tine to put up
conpared to a pipeline, and the pipeline route that
it is dependent on and the pipeline tank farmt hat
it is dependent on are not a done deal, not even
cl ose, and that project has been delayed till at
| east 2019, according to Enbridge, it will have to
go through a full EI'S, there's a lot of tine before

this project wll be useful.
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And at this point it's a project to
nowhere and it has not been decided. So this should
not even be going forward until that pipeline --
it's established where that route is going to be.
It's very possible that tank farmmy be in
Crookston and not at what is called C earbrook Wst.
Ckay, that's docunent nunber 2.

Docunment nunber 3 is fromthe Biennia
Transm ssion Projects report, and you can find that
on m nnelectrans.com Also, all of this infornmation
w |l be posted on |egalectric.org. And why this
Bi ennial Transm ssion Project's report is inportant,
is that if you're |ooking at alternatives, this page
13, which is the first page of the handout, says
that there was a closed |oop -- a C earbrook | ooped
service study, and in that there were sone
alternatives evaluated. And this was regarded as
the favorite option by the applicants. And it's
i nportant that these alternatives be included in the
El S.

And so we have a chance to | ook at what
these alternatives are, how -- what they did, what
they didn't do, how that would fit, and how t hat
m ght better -- well, what the inpacts would be and

how t hose woul d neasure up conpared to what they're
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proposing. So | want to see that those alternatives
that were addressed in the C earbrook | ooped service
study included. | have requested a copy from

M nnkota, from an engi neer who was listed on the
site, | have not heard a peep back, but I will be on
that. And | trust that the Departnent of Commrerce
will also get a copy of that study and i ncl ude that
and consider those alternatives in the record.

And, also, this -- it's not clear in the
application, this is |like the Menahga project, which
was built south of here for the Sandpi per Pipeline,
and this is also for the Sandpi per Pipeline, and
it's kind of not really admtted or discussed. But
it's Ilike that 800-pound gorilla sitting in the
corner. And on page 87 it's clear in this Biennial
Transm ssi on Project report, due to the devel opnent
of a new punp station | oad near C ear brook, a new
| oad service needs to be established. And it's just
very clear that that is what this is for. And
that's repeated on page 48 a couple of tines.

Moving on to the third docunent that |
have here, and |' m goi ng through the docunents
before | have sone other comments. The third
docunent is a cover sheet and a sel ected page of an

MPCA EAW for the O earbrook tanks project. Now,
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that is for a project adding to the tank farmthat
Is just southeast of C earbrook on the edge of town
here. And what's inportant here is, |ooking at
phased-in connected projects, that's sonething that
t he environnental assessnent shoul d do.

And on five it lists this particular
project, the C earbrook - d earbrook West 115 kV
transm ssion line, as a connected project to that
Cl earbrook tanks project. It also lists the Menahga
transm ssi on project, the Mdtley 115 kV transm ssi on
project, and there are other projects, too. 1In a
PUC docket, it was docket nunber 14-320, it listed
about five transm ssion projects that are connected
wth pipeline projects. And | think there are al so
addi ti onal ones connected to the Sandpi per project
that need to be considered. Al of these sane
connected projects need to be addressed in the
environnental review for this project.

And then the next docunent that | have is
Appendi x G 3 of the Sandpi per application, it's the
facility design. And | have the cover and page 1
i ncl uded, which shows the |ocation of the C earbrook
termnal, and that is then referenced -- you see
Kl ongerbo Lake there, and this shows that, yes,

indeed, this is what's going to be at the other end
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of this transmission line. And that's inportant,
it's a phase-connected project. And the record
shoul d al so note the wetlands in that area, not only
where this tank farmis proposed to be put, which is
really questionable, but also all through the cross
country part of this project, it's extrene wetl ands,
everywhere you go there are wetl ands. And
applicants are requesting a 900-foot -- not
alignnent, a corridor, to be able to find sone
wi ggle roomto put this project in. And that's
because it is wetlands, and there are al so seven
pi pelines there already and now t hey want to put
anot her two pipelines in, and then they want to put
a transm ssion |ine over and above that and that is
extrene in the | east.

The next docunent that | have is -- it's
a Commerce EERA draft scopi ng docunent for
Sandpi per. This was filed in eDockets, it's nunber
201511-115707-01. And, again, this notes the
necessity to address cunul ative inpacts for
transm ssion for pipelines. They are in the
Sandpi per Pipeline likely to and shoul d address all
the cunul ative transm ssion inpacts, and this, as
one of those lines, this project, the environnental

review for that should address the pipeline and the
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cunul ati ve other transm ssion projects associ at ed
wth all these punping stations that are going to be
needed.

And |'ve al so included a geographi cal
system map and the Red River Valley transm ssion
system from M nnkota Power. What's really inportant
in this environnental reviewis that the
transm ssion systemin the area be | ooked at. There
was supposed to be -- there was a 2007 transmni ssion
map that the EQB or M nnesota pl anni ng put together,
and there's supposed to be a 2014 update. | can't
find it online, but that 2014 update shoul d be
i ncorporated into the environnental review so you
can see how this project would fit into the system
that's there and what other ways of getting at this
area mght be if there were ever a need, if they did
decide to put a tank farmin there or a need for a
punpi ng station, that that can be used and shoul d be
| ooked at.

I'd also like to refer you, when you work
on the scoping issue, to Figure 2 of the
application, which is alternative routes consi dered.
That shoul d be added to the scope of each of those
alternative routes, should be added to the scope.

But, in particular, alternative route 3, which goes
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along 74 -- well, actually, this would be a hybrid.
Well, alternative route 3, but also a hybrid route
going fromthe substation southeast of C earbrook,
in that tank farm across 74, County Road 74, and
take that over to County Road 73, where it turns up
and goes north, then it takes a little draw to the
left and it goes around the Erie-Bourdeaux gravel
pit down there. And then crosses over to the west
side of the road on 73, keep it on the south side
where there's that little jog, and then the west
side of the road going up 73 up to the tank farm
substation. And I wll include a drawi ng on a nap
of that. So that would be like a hybrid, sort of
the route, and then adding -- just continue
followi ng 74 goi ng west.

And anot her option would be to go past
Taflin Lake Road a bit and then go north cross
country for that little section there, to go on the
west side, there's a hone there at the other corner,
and so to go west of that. And, again, |I'll put a
map of that option, too, as an alternative route.

Let's see. Overall, though, this project
is premature because it's for a power -- it's for
power and pipeline punping stations, and those

punpi ng stations aren't even permtted, we don't
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even know if the tank farmw |l be there. So it's a
little ridiculous. Because if they do decide to
nove the tank farmover to Crookston, which would

al so be environnentally beneficial, because they're
| ooking at the area it's planned for is a wetl and,

if they noved it over to Crookston there would be no
reason to put a transmssion line in here.

So, let's see. Connected actions need to
be included. In ny witten comments | will include
a list of what | see as phased and connecti ve
actions here, particularly all these different
transm ssion |ines, including El ko- New Market,
Pal i sade, Bull Mbose, Mtley area, and there are
many nore, | think.

Excuse ne.

Al so, we don't see -- in this map, when
you tal k about phased and connected actions, in the
maps in the application we don't see the many
pi pelines. And even just |ike |ooking at the
Eri e- Bourdeaux | and that they own, they have seven
pi pelines there now They're | ooking at buil ding
anot her two --

MS. DAVWN BOURDEAUX: No, there's eight.

M5. CARCL OVERLAND: Hn?

V5. DAWN BOURDEAUX: There's eight.
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M. CARCL OVERLAND: There's eight.
There's eight |lines, seven in a group, one separate,
and then they want to add the Sandpi per next to one
that's already there. So seven pipelines closely
together in -- | nmean, it'll be nine pipelines in
two corridors, which are very close together. And
then adding a transm ssion |ine above ground on top
of that. And that is really extrene. And you don't
see that fromthese nmaps and that should be shown in
t hese maps, and the EIS -- or the environnental
assessnent nust consider that, where they're trying
to go cross country, there's such devastating
infrastructure already there, that this is just
adding insult to injury.

Al so, | have a question about whether --
t he environnental review should consider the inpact
of transmssion lines if they are parallel with
pi pelines and the potential for corrosion and what
that neans. You need to take a |look at that. As |
understand it, there is a high potential for
corrosion, and if there were to be a pipeline |eak,
whi ch has al ready happened in this area, and we w ||
provide in further comments docunentation of
pi peline leaks in the area. And leak is just too

nice of a word, it doesn't express what happens when
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there is a pipeline failure and you can't clean it
up. And that's anot her i1ssue about going cross
country. You don't have access to it if it's cross
country, if it's by a road you'll have a better
chance of having access to it. |If it's going cross
country through wetlands, it's going to be really
hard, you know, to get to the transm ssion |ine.
But we will address the pipeline | eak i ssue because
there could be a corrosive inmpact of transm ssion
i nes on the pipeline.

Al so, |I'mwondering, is RUS financing
this project?

MR JOHN GRAVES: Yes, nma' am

M. CARCL OVERLAND: They are. kay.
W1l there by an RUS environnental assessnent?

MR JOHN GRAVES: Yes, na'am An
envi ronnental report.

MS. CARCL OVERLAND: An environnent al
report. And when wll that be happeni ng?

MR, JOHN GRAVES: That will be filed
shortly.

MS. CARCL OVERLAND: Do you know if
Dennis Rankin is handling it?

MR JOHN GRAVES: Yes, nma' am

M5. CARCL OVERLAND: That was just a
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guess. And will there be a comment period for the
public on that?

MR. JOHN GRAVES: On the envi ronnent al

report, | believe so.
M5. CAROL OVERLAND: I think so, too.
MR, JOHN GRAVES: | can't swear to it.

If it's an environnental assessnent that definitely
does; the environnental report, | don't recall right
of f.

M5. CARCL OVERLAND: And | think ny
understanding of it, we're dealing with this down in
Onal aska, and as | understand, if there's enough
public interest, it could boot it up so there could
be a public coment period. So it's good to know
that that's happeni ng.

MR. JOHN GRAVES: There is an
envi ronnental report, though, for sure.

V5. CARCL OVERLAND: Thank you. Good.

Al so, there was di scussion of burying
distribution lines in -- where, if this project were
to go over an area where there is currently a
distribution line, then it would be buried, and I
think that the environnental assessnent shoul d cover
the potential of just doing an underbuild. That may

be a way to decrease costs or it m ght be sonething

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Scoping and Informational Meeting - 14-665 - 2-22-16 45

t o consi der.

The application al so di scusses easenent
acquisition. And the environnental review should
addr ess whet her easenments have been acquired thus
far, and if there are, what percentage and where.
Because as this project is premature, because we
don't know where Sandpiper is going to go, we don't
know if there's going to be a tank farmthere or in
Crookston, that that should be -- that's prenmature,
and that's on the applicants, that's the risk that
they're taking, but the environnental assessnent
shoul d address whet her easenents have been acquired,
what percentage, and where.

There's al so an i ssue of |ocal vendors,
contractors, and workers, and that there may be sone
i ncreased enpl oynent, but it would be good to know
as far as soci oeconom c inpacts, though, if they
woul d be | ocal people hired or if they would be
shi pped in from somewhere el se. And whether they're
union or not, that should be in the environnental
assessnent .

' m al nrost done here.

Ch, and the environnental review should
al so address agriculture | and renoved from

production. For exanple, on the Erie-Bourdeaux
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property, if the transm ssion line were to go

t hrough there, and then with the pipeline, it's
going to be really hard to farmthere. And that's
long termit's going to be hard to farm Once you
put a transm ssion line in, that has a pernanent
inmpact. And then there are also tenporary inpacts
of if it's built, you know, then where do the cows
go when you're building it, and that kind of thing
needs to be considered, the under construction

i npacts and the permanent inpacts of this project.

Al so, access roads and | ay-down for the

46

transm ssion, | don't see themon a map anywhere and

t hat shoul d be there.

And | al so saw you sai d the Sandpi per
information fromthe historical society, and |I'm not
sure if that's sufficient because it's a slightly
different area. And so, you know, not all of this
is right on the Sandpi per easenent. So |I think that
that would be -- the environnental review should

include fresh historical society review, because

it's not identical, it's just shared in part.

| think for now that covers what | have
for today. But | will have witten comments before
the 7th.

Any questions? No?
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Ckay. That's it. Thank you.

Ch, one nore thing. This will be very
quick. | noticed in the schedule, the rel ease of
t he environnental assessnment, and then bel ow t hat
was public hearing. And it's really inportant to
make sure that the environnental assessnent cones
out before the public hearing so that we can coment
onit. Yeah, it may be a duh, but |I've had cases
where the environnental assessnent doesn't come out
until everything is all done.

MR. DAVI D Bl RKHOLZ: CQur envi ronnent al

assessnment will be out before the public hearing.
M5. CAROL OVERLAND: | can quote you on

that? Geat. It doesn't always happen that way.
Thank you.

MR. CEZAR PANAI T: Thank you,
Ms. Overl and.

In I ooking at the sign-in sheet, there
was one ot her person, Dawn Bourdeaux, that indicated
that she wanted to speak, so we wll invite her over
to address and present some comments.

MS. DAVWN BOURDEAUX: H . Dawn Bour deaux,
B-OURDEAUX DAWN | ama trustee for the
Eri e- Bourdeaux Fam |y Revocabl e Trust.

|'"mhere in regards to -- |I'll give the
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parcel nunbers, M\-CL-014.000, M\-OL-013.000, and
al so property nunber M\-CL-011.000. CQut of this,
t he parcel nunmber M\-CL-014.000 has been in ny
famly for 98 and a half years. It will becone a
century farmin just a little over a year and we
wll be able to qualify for a 100-year farm

Wth that, in the county of C earwater
County, there's 42 others listed. As our famly, we
want that honor. W' ve worked hard, we've seen
hardshi ps, we've seen ups and downs, and we've had
such wonderful, wonderful nenories of this farm and
of this |and.

Ei ght out of the nine children, ny dad
was born on that property. Like | said, it has
provided 98 and a half years agricultural living for
our famly. On that |and we have 14 areas that are
consi dered restricted use, we have wetl ands, and we
al so have eight current pipelines going through.
It's already hard to farmthis | and.

When Enbridge started approachi ng ny
parents, and ny nom has passed away back in 2013,

t he honestead has al ways been off limts. This is
our heritage. This also needs to be considered for
the scope. There's lots of wildlife. W have

eagl es nests, we have 12 Trunpeter Swans, the
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nmuskrats, the deer. On the |l ake, on the Erie Lake
it's got springs, so it's opened at different parts
t hroughout the entire year. On a couple of sides of
the | ake are springs. On the one side is very rare,
we have a hot spring. How many of you would like to
have a hot spring on your property? It's warm
water. That provides water all year for our cattle.
They don't have to go and open up a river or a | ake,
that hot spring the cattle wal k back to every day.
The anmount of ducks and everything else for wildlife
is immcul ate. It's awesone. |It's a piece of -- a
pl ace where you have peace.

Along wiwth that, nmy grandpa Gscar Erie
was the clerk for Pine Lake Township for over 40
years. He started in 1928. During that time it was
a main corridor for people in Pine Lake Township to
cone because he was the recorder of every birth and
every death that happened within the townshi p and
then that was passed along to the county.

Wth that, since he was the clerk,
anyt hing that needed to be paid for, he had to give
an order. Those people had to cone to himbefore
they could get a check from Mel vin Hemnes
(phonetic). M grandpa was also a fire warden. He

started in 1940. He was done in 1966 and ny dad
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took over in 1967 and is currently a fire warden.

W have nunmerous wetl ands which bring
great concerns. M brother, David, is on the
Gonvick Fire Departnment. They have tal ked at
numer ous | engt hs, what woul d happen if sonebody got
hurt, how would we get a vehicle out there?
Especially if the field wasn't plowed. You can't
cone in fromthe one direction because it's wetl and.
And if you cone in fromother ways, you got wetl ands
in that, too.

For this tank farmto work, Enbridge is
asking a |l ot of property, that this needs to be
included in the scope with the power lines. |If
everything were to go through fromthe Erie Lake all
t he way past the seven lines would be easenents.
What happens to future expansi ons which has al ready
been stated in their deal? W already know ot her
proj ects Enbridge wants to expand on, what does that
| eave us with?

A farmthat's been providing for us and
to provide for us in the future. That's the way our
life has been. W're farners. M dad and ny
grandpa woul d al ways tal k about -- 'cause in the
property that Enbridge bought there's a bottonl ess
swanp. M dad and grandpa w |l tal k about -- |
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think it was in 1954, how the big yell ow cat went
down. They stuck a pole 20 feet down and coul d not
find it. I1t's still buried. Wat inpact
environnental |l y does that have when the water tables
are already so hi gh?

W have been told by contractors for
Enbri dge, when dad and Davi d have been out there
wor ki ng, be careful, there is pipes that are only
six inches, buried six inches underneath, and they
go to four foot. They can't give exacts, but
t hey' ve said you cannot go down deep. That already
provi des hardshi p when you're trying to farm and
need to be able to till the | and.

As | said, this farm neans so much j ust
not to ny immediate famly, but to the famly, ny
dad's brothers and sisters. At one of our famly
reuni ons that we had a few years back, they handed
out little bags of soil and this is what it said on
the soil. This soil is fromthe Erie famly farm
It is rich in success, hard work, and famly | ove.
Spread this dirt in your flower garden and you w ||
al ways be close to your Erie heritage and horme.
This has been very enotional .

As Carol said earlier, we have a gravel

pit, too. M dad wll be 87 here in |less than two
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nont hs. How do you want to be living your life at
that age? There's been tines when he's had two or
three contractors every day of the week out asking
f or sonet hi ng. Bet ween Enbri dge, M nnkot a,
contractors wanting gravel. Wy don't you ask
yoursel f how would you feel? Wuld you want t hat
when you're 86 years old? That's caused trenendous
hardshi p and heartache on our famly. W lost ny
not her all of a sudden and we get scared with him
now. The pressures and harassnent he's received is
unbelievable. And it's all been docunented by a

| awyer.

We have worked with Enbridge on so nuch.
They have easenent to go straight through for the
Sandpi per, we don't know what's going to happen for
the rest of this because they are asking for one of
our best fields. How are we supposed to survive?
That's all sonething that we | ook at.

Many of us like wildlife, many of us I|ike
our four-wheelers, ny famly is no different.
Hunting is a huge aspect between ny uncl es, cousins,
second cousins, that cone to this farm these
different farnms. They took 12 deer |ast w nter
between all the ones who visited. That's the anount

of wildlife that is there.
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I'"d like to read a letter that ny
brother, Mark, has witten up. And there's
environnental reviews that should be included as
wel | .

Sonme say farners don't care about their
| and and are consistently aimng to nake it nore
productive W thout considering the inpacts. This
couldn't be further fromthe truth for our famly
farm The original farnstead has been in our famly
for alnost 100 years. |It's been our pride and our
joy and it's part of our famly's past, present, and
future. Watching a sunset wth cows and crops
filling the viewis so extrenely peaceful, or seeing
a deer in the distance or a bald eagle flying
overhead. And then ny favorite, a white swan
swwnming in the | ake al ways nmakes ne feel very
privileged to be stewards of such a beautiful piece
of land. As a kid | spent a lot of tine with ny
grandpa and his passion for the | and was passed down
to nmy dad and ny siblings. And grandpa probably got
his passion fromgreat grandpa. | have deep and
wonder ful nenories of being on this farm Respect
of the land runs deep in ny famly.

And that is nost certainly true. Wen I

was tal king wwth ny brother, Mrk, |ast week, we
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have two building sites. One that he would like to
build on and one that ny husband and | are pl anni ng
on building on as well. If the pipe, with all the
expansions, and if these power lines go in, we wll
| ose our buil ding sites.

Like | said, there is 42 other farns that
are century farns. W are soon there. W should be
able to have the sane honor. W should be able to,
after all the years of working, seeing a tornado go
t hrough and the barn bei ng destroyed, pieces half a
mle away, rebuilding it, we should be able to do
what we would |ike, too.

Besi des the nunerous wetlands, | can tell
you this summer, when | was wal ki ng around, the gate
was | eft open by sonebody who was doi ng sone
surveying and we were |ooking for the cattle. As I
was wal ki ng around Erie Lake, the eagle and her four
babi es were not even 20 feet above ne. That is so
wonderful and such a precious gift and nenory that |
have.

It's been an honor that I'ma steward for
this property and for this land and |I'm so grateful
it provided for ny growing up. The nenories are
unbel i evabl e, just as |li ke nost of you can say about

your house or your |and that you nay own. Sone of
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us only own it for a short tine, but think of the
roots and the history that this honestead holds for
Pi ne Lake Township with the recording of births and
so nuch nore.

So in the environnental review, please
consider all the wetlands, the restricted use
already, the eight lines, nine with the Sandpi per,
the safety for humans, our heritage, all the
springs, eagle nests, the 12 swans that ny dad w ||
count just like cattle, and how this farm has
provi ded i ncone for us. If it's restricted in that,
how do we nake our paynents? There's only so nuch
burden you can put on a farmer. He needs to be able
to farmit and nmake a profit and be able to use it.

Thank you.

MR. CEZAR PANAI T: Thank you,

Ms. Bour deaux.

And with that, we don't have anybody el se
that i1indicated, that signed up. But nore or |ess,
that doesn't nean that we won't invite other people
t o speak.

Come right here, sir.

MR JI M GUSTAFSON: Ji m Gustafson, J-1-M
GUST-AF-SON And I will make this brief.

W are a | andowner al ong the route al so.
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The power line wll cross about 800 feet of our
property. W did sign the easenent. It won't have
any inpact on our property whatsoever, it goes al ong
the road on the north side of our property and it's
no problem for us.

| do want to make one coment. And |
feel sorry for the Eries, and |'msure there are
ot her people who would adverse -- this project wll
adversely affect |ike any project will adversely
affect. But one thing, and I'm sure we all drove
cars here tonight, we all got gas in our cars, when
we go hone you turn on your switch and you have
lights on your house, we all have power, we all have
gas for our cars. | nean, power doesn't get from
point A to point B mgically. It's like oil don't
get frompoint Ato point B magically, it has to go
sonepl ace.

And | have full confidence that M nnkota
Power did due diligence to select the best route
possible. And | know it affects some people nore
t han ot her people, it went through our property, it
doesn't affect us none. And it does affect the
Eries, I"'msure it does, we've heard that. But,
mean, it has to go frompoint A to point B sonehow

and that's ny only comment, | guess.
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That's all | have to say. |t does pass
t hrough our property and we see no adverse effect
for us, but I'msure we have a different situation
than the Eries, but it does have to have sone kind
of route, there's no nagic route for it, so that's
all | got to say.

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: Gkay. Thank you for
your comments.

Anybody el se? W are here to take your
commrents and input for this project, so we kindly
invite everybody to say a few words if you so w sh

David, do you want to make cl osing
coment s?

MR. DAVI D Bl RKHOLZ: Just to enphasize
the March 7th date.

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: So you heard it,
March 7th, 4:30 p.m, is the closing of the open
comment period for this phase of the project, which
is building the environnental assessnent scoping,
the content of what should go into the environnental
assessnent report. Things that inpact and potenti al

mtigation neasures and even alternative routes that

57

you see as being less inpactful in conparison to the

applicant's proposed route. And it doesn't have to

be a conplete alternative fromthe begi nning until
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the end, you can propose short segnents that would
mtigate sone stated inpacts.

So with that, if there are no nore people
that would |like to speak toni ght, thank you again
for com ng out tonight and taking the tine from your
busy schedul es to provide input. And we'll cone
here again sonetine in August, | believe, for the
publ i c heari ng.

Thank you again. Good night.

(Meeting concluded at 7:31 p.m)
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