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Abstract 

Aurora Distributed Solar, LLC (Aurora) submitted an application to the Minnesota Public 

Utilities Commission (Commission) for a Site Permit to construct 100 MW of distributed 

photovoltaic (PV) solar generation at up to 24 locations in 16 counties.  The proposed power 

plant locations range in nameplate capacity from 1.5 to 10 megawatts (MW).  Preliminary 

estimates of developed area range from approximately 13 to 108 acres per facility. 

 

The project is located in Benton, Blue Earth, Carver, Chippewa, Chisago, Dodge, Goodhue, 

Kandiyohi, Le Sueur, McLeod, Pipestone, Rice, Stearns, Waseca, Washington and Wright 

counties. 

 

Aurora submitted its Site Permit Application to the Commission on July 9, 2014.  The Site 

Permit Application was accepted as complete by the Commission on September 24, 2014.  

The docket number for the Site Permit proceedings is E6928/GS-14-515. 

 

Under the Power Plant Siting Act (Minn. Statute 216E), a site permit from the Commission is 

required to construct a large electric power generating plant.  Department of Commerce, 

Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) staff is responsible for conducting the 

environmental review for site permit applications submitted to the Commission (Minn. Rules 

7850).  Accordingly, EERA staff has prepared this environmental assessment (EA) for the 

Aurora Distributed Solar Project.  This EA addresses the issues required in Minnesota Rule 

7850.3700, subpart 4, and those identified in the Department’s scoping decision of 

December 5, 2014. 

 

Persons interested in this project can place their names on the Project Mailing List by 

contacting the Public Advisor: Tracy Smetana at consumer.puc@state.mn.us, 651-296-0406 

or 1-800-657-3782.  Documents of interest can be found on the eDockets system: 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp (enter the year “14” and the number 

“515”). 

 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp
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Following release of this environmental assessment, a public hearing will be held in the 

project area.  The hearing will be presided over by an administrative law judge from the 

Office of Administrative Hearings.  Upon completion of the environmental review and hearing 

process, the record compiled on the site permit application will be presented to the 

Commission for a final decision.  A decision on a site permit for the Aurora Distributed Solar 

Project is anticipated by May 2015. 

  



             Environmental Assessment  

Aurora Distributed Solar Project 

PUC Docket No. E6928/GS-14-515 Solar Project 

 

 

iii 

 

Acronyms, Abbreviations and Definitions 

 

ALJ Administrative Law Judge 

Area of Site Control the land under Aurora’s control at each facility 

BMP Best Management Practice 

Commission Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

dBA A-weighted sound level recorded in units of decibels 

DNR Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

EA Environmental Assessment 

ECS Ecological Classification System 

EERA Department of Commerce Energy Environmental Review and Analysis 

EMF electromagnetic field 

FAA Federal Aviation Administration 

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 

kV kilovolt 

mG milligauss 

MnDOT Minnesota Department of Transportation 

MPCA Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

NAC noise area classification 

NEMA National Electric Manufacturers Association 

NLCD National Land Cover Database 

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

NRHP National Register of Historic Places 

NWI National Wetland Inventory 

POI Point of Interconnection 

Preliminary 

Development Area 

area where Aurora anticipates the components of the PV facility will 

be located 

PWI Public Waters Inventory 

SHPO State Historic Preservation Office 

SPCC Spill Control and Countermeasure 
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SWPPP Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers 

USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
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