
P R O J E C T  O V E R V I E W

P R O J E C T  S P E C I F I C AT I O N S

P R O J E C T  D E TA I L S

A B O U T  G E R O N I M O  E N E R G Y

The Aurora Solar Project is a 100 megawatt (MW) peaking resource proposal for Xcel Ener-
gy. The project is being developed by Geronimo Energy. Aurora utilizes solar arrays ranging 

in size from 2 MW to 10 MW across Xcel’s service territory. With arrays located throughout 

16 counties in Minnesota, the Aurora Solar Project will bring energy to the grid efficiently 

and cost-effectively while protecting the environment.
Operational Capacity: 100 MW

Location: 16 Minnesota counties, including: 

Benton, Blue Earth, Carver, Chippewa, Chis-
ago, Dodge, Goodhue, Kandiyohi, Le Sueur, 

McLeod, Pipestone, Rice, Stearns, Waseca, 

Washington, and Wright

Project Developer: Geronimo Energy

Number of Sites: ~25

Construction Timeline: 2015 - 2016, or 4-9 

months for each site (estimated)

Project Cost: ~$250 million

Local Tax Revenue: up to $240,000 annu-
ally*

Expected COD: December 1, 2016

*Based on MN Production Tax for large wind-energy electricity gener-

ating systems (80% to counties and 20% to cities and townships)

The project will interconnect to multiple Xcel Energy substations across Minnesota, provid-
ing energy and capacity for the local distribution network. This unique design will deliver 

many benefits including a reduction in line loss, elimination of transmission costs, and geo-
graphic diversification of generation assets. As a peaking resource, the Aurora Solar Project 

will provide a cost effective alternative to fossil fuel resources.

Geronimo Energy is a utility-scale wind and solar energy developer based in Edina, Min-
nesota. Geronimo has developed approximately 1,000 megawatts of operating and con-
tracted wind farms and solar projects throughout the United States, and has a pipeline of 

projects  that boast an aggregate nameplate capacity exceeding 3,000 megawatts of clean 

energy - roughly enough to power one million American homes. Geronimo solar projects 

provide clean electricity to utilities and other large energy consumers. 

7650 EDINBOROUGH WAY, SUITE 725  |  EDINA, MN 55435  |  PHONE: 952.988.9000 www.geronimoenergy.com



_̂

P
a

th: C
:\U

se
rs\m

iker\D
e

skto
p

\A
u

ro
ra S

o
la

r P
ro

ject\S
ite M

ap
.m

xd

Albany Solar Site - Section 8 & 17, T125N R31W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Stearns County

Project Location

±0 2,000
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Albany Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Stearns County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,500 Feet
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Annandale Solar Site - Section 32, T121N R27W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Wright County

Project Location

±0 2,000
Feet
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Annandale Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Wright County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,000 Feet
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Atwater Solar Site - Section 1, T119N R33W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Kandiyohi County 

Project Location
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Atwater Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Kandiyohi County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,000 Feet
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Brooten Solar Site - Section 31, T124N R35W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Stearns County

Project Location

±0 2,000
Feet
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Brooten Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Stearns County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy
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Chisago Solar Site - Section 12, T34N R21W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Chisago County

Project Location

±0 2,000
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Chisago County Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Chisago County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,000 Feet
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Dodge Center Solar Site - Section 32, T107N R17W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Dodge County

Project Location

±0 2,000
Feet
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Dodge Center Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Dodge County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,500 Feet
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Eastwood Solar Site - Section 14, T108N R26W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Blue Earth County

Project Location

±0 2,000
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Eastwood Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Blue Earth County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,500 Feet
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Fiesta City Solar Site - Section 9, T117N R40W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Chippewa County

Project Location

±0 2,000
Feet
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Fiesta City Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Chippewa County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,500 Feet
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Hastings Solar Site - Section 8, T26N R20W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Washington County

Project Location

±0 2,000
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Hastings Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Washington County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,000 Feet
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Lake Emily Solar Site - Section 24, T110N R26W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Le Sueur County

Project Location

±0 2,000
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Lake Emily Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Le Sueur County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,500 Feet
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Lake Pulaski Solar Site - Section 15, T120N R25W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Wright County

Project Location

±0 2,000
Feet
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Lake Pulaski Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Wright County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,000 Feet

Legend
Solar Project Boundary

0.5 mile buffer

_̂ National Register of Historic Places

FEMA Floodplain

Wright PWI

NWI

DNR Watercourse

MCBS Native Plant Community

Wildlife Management Area

State Forest

State Park

Scientific and Natural Area

D
o

cu
m

e
n

t P
a

th
: \\g

vcifs0
1

\p
ro

jects\0
2

0
4

5
-0

2
0

\G
IS

\M
a

p
s\S

ite
_

F
ie

sta
C

ity.m
xd



_̂

P
a

th: C
:\U

se
rs\m

iker\D
e

skto
p

\A
u

ro
ra S

o
la

r P
ro

ject\S
ite M

ap
.m

xd

Lawrence Creek Solar Site - Section 27, T34N R19W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

Chisago County

Project Location
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Lawrence Creek Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
Chisago County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,500 Feet
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Lester Prairie Solar Site - Section 25, T117N R27W
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy

McLeod County

Project Location
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Lester Prairie Solar Site - 1/2 Mile Buffer
McLeod County, Minnesota
Aurora Solar Project
Geronimo Energy ±0 2,000 Feet
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