
 

Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  1 

 
 
October 3, 2012 
 
NAME 
TITLE 
ADDRESS 
ADDRESS 
 

RE:   Upcoming Open House Meetings for Great Northern Transmission Line Project 

 
Dear, 
 
Minnesota Power would like to inform you of the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project 
and the upcoming Open House Meetings in the Project Area. The Project will consist of 500kV high-
voltage transmission line from the Minnesota – Canada border to a receiving substation near the Iron 
Range and a double-circuit 345kV high-voltage transmission line from the Iron Range substation to the 
Arrowhead substation near Hermantown, Minnesota. 
 
Within the last few months, the Project Team met with agencies and key stakeholders, collected resource 
data, reviewed engineering considerations, and conducted field reviews in an effort to develop Corridors 
within the Project Study Area. In general, Corridors were developed based on the comments received and 
by considering the following:  

 Existing rights-of-way (transmission lines, pipelines, railway, or roads), survey lines, and natural 
division lines 

 Impacts to populated areas  
 Impacts to sensitive environments 
 Impacts to public and private airports  
 Length 

 
We are seeking any information related to the Corridors to assist the Project Team in identifying 

opportunities and constraints for the location of the proposed transmission line. If your jurisdiction is 
now outside the Corridors, we appreciate your feedback to date and we welcome any additional 
thoughts you have on the project development. A map of the Corridors has been provided for 
your review. 
 
We will be hosting Open House Meetings at eleven locations throughout the Corridors the weeks of 
October 29 and November 5, 2012. The following tables provide detailed information for each of the 
Open House Meetings. You are welcome to attend and share your feedback with the Project Team.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Minnesota Power 
Great Northern Transmission Line Project   

 

Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We appreciate your participation in the Great Northern Transmission Line and look forward to working 
with you. For more information, visit our Project website at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com or 
call our Project information line at (877) 657-9934. If you have questions or comments, please contact 
Jim Atkinson at (218) 355-3561 or jbatkinson@allete.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jim Atkinson        Mike Donahue  
Environmental Lead       Project Manager   
Minnesota Power       Minnesota Power  
jbatkinson@mnpower.com      mdonahue@mnpower.com 
 

Enclosures:   Figure 1 - Corridor Map 

http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
mailto:chad.miller@mdu.com
mailto:jbatkinson@mnpower.com
mailto:mdonahue@mnpower.com
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Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  1 

 
 
October 3, 2012 
 
NAME 
TITLE  
ADDRESS 
ADDRESS 
 

RE:   Upcoming Open House Meetings for Great Northern Transmission Line Project 

 
Dear, 
 
Minnesota Power would like to inform your township of the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line 
Project and the upcoming Open House Meetings in your area. The Project will consist of 500kV high-
voltage transmission line from the Minnesota – Canada border to a receiving substation near the Iron Range 
and a double-circuit 345kV high-voltage transmission line from the Iron Range substation to the Arrowhead 
substation near Hermantown, Minnesota. 
 
The drivers for this Project include: 

 Diversifying Minnesota Power’s energy portfolio to include a greater percentage of clean, renewable 
energy; 

 Increasing Minnesota Power’s energy supply to meet current and future customer demands, 
especially near the Iron Range; 

 Improving regional electrical reliability and capacity to transmit clean, flexible, and cost competitive 
hydropower energy to the upper Midwest electric utilities and their customers. 
 

Within the last few months, the Minnesota Power Project Team met with federal, state, and local agencies, 
key stakeholders, collected resource data, reviewed engineering considerations, and conducted field reviews 
in an effort to develop Corridors within the initial Project Study Area. In general, study corridors were 
developed based on the comments received and by considering the following:  

 Existing rights-of-way (transmission lines, pipelines, railway, or roads), survey lines, and natural 
division lines 

 Impacts to populated areas  
 Impacts to sensitive environments 
 Impacts to public and private airports  

Length 
 

We are seeking any information related to the Corridors in your township to assist the Project Team in 

identifying opportunities and constraints for the location of the proposed transmission line. We encourage 
you to review the enclosed Corridor map.  
 
We will be hosting Open House Meetings at eleven locations throughout the Corridors the weeks of October 
29 and November 5, 2012. The following tables provide detailed information for each of the Open House 
Meetings. You are welcome to attend and share your feedback with the Project Team.  
 
 



Minnesota Power 
Great Northern Transmission Line Project   

 

Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We appreciate your participation in the Great Northern Transmission Line and look forward to working with 
you. For more information, visit our Project website at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com or call our 
Project information line at (877) 657-9934. If you have questions or comments, please contact Jim Atkinson 
at (218) 355-3561 or jbatkinson@allete.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jim Atkinson        Mike Donahue  
Environmental Lead       Project Manager   
Minnesota Power       Minnesota Power  
jbatkinson@mnpower.com      mdonahue@mnpower.com 
 

Enclosures:   Figure 1 - Corridor Map 

http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
mailto:chad.miller@mdu.com
mailto:jbatkinson@mnpower.com
mailto:mdonahue@mnpower.com
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Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  1 

 
 
October 3, 2012 
 
NAME 
TITLE 
ADDRESS 
ADDRESS 
 

RE:   Upcoming Open House Meetings for Great Northern Transmission Line Project 

 
Dear, 
 
Minnesota Power would like to inform you of the upcoming Open House Meetings for the Great Northern 
Transmission Line Project. The Project will consist of 500kV high-voltage transmission line from the 
Minnesota – Canada border to a receiving substation near the Iron Range and a double-circuit 345kV high-
voltage transmission line from the Iron Range substation to the Arrowhead substation near Hermantown, 
Minnesota 
 
Within the last few months, the Project Team met with federal, state, and local agencies and key 
stakeholders, collected resource data, reviewed engineering considerations, and conducted field reviews in 
an effort to develop Corridors within the Project Study Area. A map showing the resulting Corridors is 
enclosed. In general, Corridors were developed based on the comments received and by considering the 
following:  
 

 Existing rights-of-way (transmission lines, pipelines, railway, or roads), survey lines, and natural 
division lines 

 Impacts to populated areas  
 Impacts to sensitive environments 
 Impacts to public and private airports  
 Length 

 
If you or representatives from your tribe would be interested in having an informal, voluntary meeting with 
members of the Project Team to discuss the Project at a high level, please do not hesitate to contact Jim 
Atkinson from Minnesota Power (contact information below). This meeting would be outside of the formal 
Section 106 Consultation and is not promoted by any federal agency.  
 
We will be hosting Open House Meetings at eleven locations throughout the Project Corridors the weeks 
of October 29 and November 5, 2012. A map of the Project Corridors is enclosed for your review. The 
following tables provide detailed information for each of the Open House Meetings. You are welcome to 
attend these Open House Meetings in addition to or in lieu of an informal meeting described above.  
 
 
 
 
 



Minnesota Power 
Great Northern Transmission Line   

 

Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We appreciate your participation in the Great Northern Transmission Line and look forward to working 
with you. For more information, visit our Project website at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com or 
call our Project information line at (877) 657-9934. If you have questions or comments, please contact Jim 
Atkinson at (218) 355-3561 or jbatkinson@allete.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
Minnesota Power 
  
 
 
Jim Atkinson        Mike Donahue  
Environmental Lead       Project Manager   
Minnesota Power       Minnesota Power  
jbatkinson@mnpower.com      mdonahue@mnpower.com 
 

Enclosures:   Figure 1 - Corridor Map 

http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
mailto:chad.miller@mdu.com
mailto:jbatkinson@mnpower.com
mailto:mdonahue@mnpower.com
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Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  1 

 
 
October 3, 2012 
 
NAME 
TITLE 
ADDRESS 
ADDRESS 
 

RE:   Upcoming Open House Meetings for Great Northern Transmission Line Project 

 
Dear, 
 
Minnesota Power would like to inform you of the proposed Great Northern Transmission Line Project 
and the upcoming Open House Meetings in the Project Area. The Project will consist of 500kV high-
voltage transmission line from the Minnesota – Canada border to a receiving substation near the Iron 
Range and a double-circuit 345kV high-voltage transmission line from the Iron Range substation to the 
Arrowhead substation near Hermantown, Minnesota. 
 
Within the last few months, the Project Team met with agencies and key stakeholders, collected resource 
data, reviewed engineering considerations, and conducted field reviews in an effort to develop Corridors 
within the Project Study Area. In general, Corridors were developed based on the comments received and 
by considering the following:  

 Existing rights-of-way (transmission lines, pipelines, railway, or roads), survey lines, and natural 
division lines 

 Impacts to populated areas  
 Impacts to sensitive environments 
 Impacts to public and private airports  
 Length 

 
We are seeking any information related to the Corridors to assist the Project Team in identifying 

opportunities and constraints for the location of the proposed transmission line. We encourage you to 
review the enclosed Corridor map. If you or representatives from your City or County would like an in-
person meeting with a member of the Project Team to discuss the Project, please do not hesitate to contact 
Jim Atkinson of Minnesota Power (contact information provided below). 
 
We will be hosting Open House Meetings at eleven locations throughout the Corridors the weeks of 
October 29 and November 5, 2012. The following tables provide detailed information for each of the 
Open House Meetings. You are welcome to attend and share your feedback with the Project Team.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Minnesota Power 
Great Northern Transmission Line Project   

 

Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We appreciate your participation in the Great Northern Transmission Line and look forward to working 
with you. For more information, visit our Project website at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com or 
call our Project information line at (877) 657-9934. If you have questions or comments, please contact 
Jim Atkinson at (218) 355-3561 or jbatkinson@allete.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jim Atkinson        Mike Donahue  
Environmental Lead       Project Manager   
Minnesota Power       Minnesota Power  
jbatkinson@mnpower.com      mdonahue@mnpower.com 
 

Enclosures:   Figure 1 - Corridor Map 

http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
mailto:chad.miller@mdu.com
mailto:jbatkinson@mnpower.com
mailto:mdonahue@mnpower.com
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Thank you!
Thank you for attending our recent open 
houses from Oct. 29 to Nov. 8, 2012. We 
appreciate that you took time out of your 
busy day to learn about Minnesota Power’s Great Northern 
Transmission Line and give us your valuable feedback.

All comments gathered will be carefully considered as the 
route alternatives are developed.

Watch your mailbox for news about Minnesota Power’s upcoming 
open house meetings in Spring 2013! At our next open houses, 
we will gather your input on the route alternatives.

For more information:
Visit our website at: www.GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com
Call our toll-free information line: 877.657.9934
Email us at: info@GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com

701 Xenia Ave South, 600
Minneapolis, MN 55416
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Open House Meetings 

Round 2 – Route Alternatives 
 

Comment Form 

Display Boards 

Handout 

Landowner Invitation Postcard 

Meeting Summary 

Paid Advertisement 

Press Release 

Right-of-way Factsheet 

Stakeholder Invitation Email 

Stakeholder Invitation Letter 

Tribal Invitation Letter 
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Comment Form 
 

Thank you for providing input regarding the Great Northern Transmission Line. Please fill out the comment form below 
to submit a comment or join the mailing list. You can also submit a comment or join the mailing list online at 
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com 
 

                          Name: _____________________________________________ 

 Organization (if any): _____________________________________________ 

        Mailing Address: _____________________________________________ 

                                       _____________________________________________ 

                              City: _____________________________________________ 

                        County: _____________________________________________ 

                           State: _____________________________________________ 

         Phone Number: __________________________  Zip: _______________ 

                           Email: _____________________________________________ 

 Would you like to join our mailing list?                 Yes               No 

 

Comment: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please fold, fasten, and mail. No envelope necessary. 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 
 

Great Northern Transmission Line Team 
c/o HDR Engineering 
701 Xenia Ave South, 600 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
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What is the project?
The Great Northern Transmission Line will carry hydropower from Manitoba Hydro to Minnesota Power’s 
customers, providing access to a reasonably priced, emission-free energy supply that has a combination of base 

alternatives for meeting customer requirements. Project components include:

• A 500 kV transmission line from the Canadian border to the Iron Range Substation
• 

near Duluth. 

• DIVERSIFY ENERGY SOURCES. Minnesota Power is working to diversify their energy resources. The Great 
Northern Transmission Line will increase hydropower as a key component in their energy portfolio.

• MEET DEMAND. The Great Northern Transmission Line will bring power from Manitoba Hydro to customers 
within Minnesota Power’s service territory, including the Iron Range, to meet growing demand.

• INCREASE RELIABILITY. The Great Northern Transmission Line provides a redundant connection to a clean, 

Why is the project needed?

What is the project schedule?
The project schedule is driven by state and federal regulatory requirements and the required June 2020  
in-service date. 

PUBLIC & AGENCY OUTREACH

• 
• 
• Roadways & railroads
• Property lines
• Public Land Survey System lines

PUBLIC OUTREACH: 
• October - November 2012: 11 corridor public meetings
• April 2013: 14 public route alternatives meetings
• Ongoing: Project website, email, and hotline

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH:
• August 2012: 11 workshops held for community representatives

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY OUTREACH:
• October - June 2012: 12 individual agency meetings held
• December 2012: All-agency meeting held
• Ongoing: Monthly conference calls with agencies

ROUTING CRITERIA
Minnesota Power considers environmental and engineering guidelines, 
regulatory requirements, and public and agency input to develop 
a set of routing criteria to help determine which areas provide 
opportunities or constraints for transmission line development. 

Visit us online: www.greatnor therntransmissionline.com
Call our toll-free hotline: 1-877-657-9934
Email us: info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com

Minnesota Power’s routing process

• Community & industrial development
• 
• Public, private, and protected lands
• Natural & cultural resources
• Reliability, constructability, & cost

WWWWWWWWWELCOME!E !WEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWWWEEELCLCCLCLCLCCLCLCCLCLCLCLCLCLCLCLCLCLCCLCLCLCLCLCLCLCLCCLLCCLCLCLCLCCLCLCCLCL OMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMMMOMOMMO E!E !E !E !E !E !E !E !E !E !E !EEE !E !E !E !E !E !E !E !E !E !!E !!!E !E !EE !EE !EE !EEEE !EE !
This meeting is intended to:
1. Provide project information
2. 
3. Answer your questions
4. Gather your input

Fill out the enclosed 
comment form to 
give us your input!

For more information 
or to provide input:

Coal: 
75%

Coal: 
42%

STATE & FEDERAL 
REGULATORY REVIEW

MINNESOTA:
• 
• Approved Route Permit
• Scoping
• Draft & Final 

Environmental Impact 

Early • Often • Ongoing

FEDERAL:
• Tribal Consultation
• Approved 

Presidential 
Permit

• Scoping 
• Draft & Final EIS

Identify 
Study Area

Corridors

Develop Route 
Alternatives

Select Routes

1

2

3
4

WE ARE HERE

ROUTING   PROCESS

Minnesota Power Energy Sources in 2013

100 feet100 feet

200 feet total ROW

What is ROW? 
The actual land area where limited rights are acquired 

This project 
typically 
requires 200 ft 
of ROW (100 ft 
on either side of 

Typical ROW acquisition process

maintains the transmission line within the 

Minnesota Power contacts the landowner to 

$
Minnesota Power makes offer to landowner 

Minnesota Power and the landowner agree 

We 
are 

here

Minnesota Power Energy Sources in 2026
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Corridors by considering factors that were either 

with line development. The backside of this handout 
includes information on the project’s opportunities and 
constraints.

Minnesota Power determined the boundaries of the Study 
Area by considering a number of factors, including:

• US/Canadian border
• Population density
• Protected areas
• Industrial development

• Unsuitable conditions for 
construction

• Large bodies of water

IDENTIFYING THE STUDY AREA DEFINING THE STUDY CORRIDORS

DEVELOPING THE ROUTE ALTERNATIVES
Minnesota Power considered engineering and regulatory guidelines, agency feedback, and public input to thoroughly evaluate 
and develop broad routes alternatives within Study Corridors. Ultimately, the route alternatives will be further narrowed based on 
additional feedback received from landowners, stakeholders, and agencies.

We are 
here

>> NEXT STEP: SELECTING ROUTES TO SUBMIT FOR STATE/FEDERAL REVIEW
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Project Information

www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com
877.657.9934
info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com

Visit:
Call:

Email:

Minnesota Power is proposing to build the Great Northern Transmission Line to bring cleaner, emission-free energy into 
Minnesota, meet growing energy demands and increase system reliability. The Great Northern Transmission Line consists of a 
500 kilovolt (kV) transmission line from the Canadian border to Minnesota’s Iron Range, and a 345 kV double circuit line from 
the Iron Range to near Duluth, Minn. The line will deliver hydropower generated by Manitoba Hydro to customers in the U.S.

For More Information Can’t attend a meeting in person?
Visit our online meeting between April 
15 and May 5, 2013 at:
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
online-meeting

Meeting purpose
The purpose of the upcoming public meetings in April (details on reverse side) is to allow landowners, stakeholders, and 
interested members of the public to learn more about the project, learn about our transmission line routing process, discuss 
questions and concerns with our project team, and give us feedback that we can carefully review and consider as we develop 
our preferred routes.

The Great Northern 
Transmission Line project is 
currently in the routing phase. 
The map to the left shows 
the route alternatives under 
consideration (in purple). Input 
gathered from the October 
2012 public meetings, ongoing 
agency meetings, and comments 
submitted through our website, 
hotline, and email were used to 
develop the route alternatives. 

Please attend a meeting near 
you in April or join the online 
meeting on our website to allow 
us to gather your input on the 
route alternatives and help us 
develop our preferred routes.

www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com

O S!!!!!!!!!!JJOIN US !!JOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOOJOININININININININININNININININININNNN UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUSS !S !S !S !S !S !S !S !S !S !S !S !S !S !SS !SS !S !
By attending an open house, 
you will:
1. Learn about the project and 

our routing process.
2. Be able to discuss the routing 

process with project team 
members.

3. Provide input to help us 
develop our preferred routes.

JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE 
MEETING NEAR YOU! 
Stop by anytime during one of the meetings listed below. No 
formal presentation will be given. The project team will be 
available to give small group tours and answer your questions. 
Informational materials and detailed maps will be displayed at 
each open house.  Light refreshments will be provided.

Date and City Time Venue Name & Address
Clearbrook
Monday
April 15

11am 
- 1pm

Clear Waters Life Center
256 2nd Ave SW
Clearbrook, MN 56634

Thief River Falls
Monday
April 15

5pm - 
7pm

Ralph Engelstad Arena Imperial Room
525 Brooks Ave N
Thief River Falls, MN 56701

Greenbush
Tuesday 
April 16

11am 
- 1pm

Greenbush Community Center
244 Main St N
Greenbush, MN 56726

Lancaster
Tuesday 
April 16

5pm - 
7pm

Lancaster Community Center
118 Central Ave S
Lancaster, MN 56735

MEET ING DATES  AND LOCAT IONS

Date and CIty Time Venue Name & Address
Roseau
Wednesday 
April 17

11am-
1pm

Roseau Civic Center
121 Center St E
Roseau, MN 56751

Grygla
Thursday
April 18

11am 
- 1pm

Grygla Community Center
127 S Main Ave
Grygla, MN 56727

Baudette
Thursday
April 18

5pm - 
7pm

Lake of the Woods School
236 15th Ave SW
Baudette, MN 56623

Littlefork
Friday 
April 19

11am 
- 1pm

Littlefork Community Center
901 Main St
Littlefork, MN 56653

Blackduck
Monday
April 22

5pm - 
7pm

Blackduck Public High School
156 1st St NE
Blackduck, MN 56630

Bigfork
Tuesday
April 23

11am 
- 1pm

Bigfork City Hall
200 Main Ave
Bigfork, MN 56628

Grand Rapids
Tuesday 
April 23

5pm - 
7pm

Timber Lake Lodge
144 SE 17th St
Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Taconite
Wednesday
April 24

11am 
- 1pm

Taconite Community Center
26 Haynes St S
Taconite, MN 55786

Meadowlands
Wednesday
April 24

5pm - 
7pm

Meadowlands Community Center
7758 Western Ave
Meadowlands, MN 55765

Hermantown
Thursday 
April 25

11am 
- 1pm

Hermantown Government Building
5105 Maple Grove Rd
Hermantown, MN 55811

Minnesota Power is also hosting an online open house 
meeting for those who can’t attend or want more 
information. Visit us between April 15 and May 5 at:

greatnortherntransmissionline.com/online-meeting

Public Open House Invitation

c/o HDR Engineering  
701 Xenia Ave South, 600
Minneapolis, MN 55416
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I. Summary 
Minnesota Power hosted a series of 14 in-person public open house meetings from April 15-19 
and April 22-25, 2013 and online open house meetings from April 15 – May 5, 2013 to gather 
input from local stakeholders and the public on the proposed route alternatives of the Great 
Northern Transmission Line. 
 

a. Meeting Attendance 
A total of 747 invitees attended the meetings. A table of attendance by week and meeting is 
located in Section IV.  

  

b. Meeting Materials 
 Overview handout 
 Comment form 
 Two sets of Information Boards: 

o Project overview 
o Meeting regional needs 
o Local economic benefits 
o Route alternatives 
o Routing process 
o Regulatory process 
o Preliminary structure design (3) 
o Typical structures 
o Typical right-of-way acquisition process 
o Electric & Magnetic Fields (EMF) 

 Sign-in sheets 
 Resource materials:  

o Minnesota Power’s Energy Forward program overview 
o EMF handout 
o Right-of-way factsheet 
o Copies of information boards 

 Two GIS mapping stations 
 Large aerial maps 

 
c. General Comments 

To collect feedback during the open house meetings, comment forms were made available in 
every meeting handout given to attendees. The comment included an area to write contact 
information and provided a space for the comment itself. Comment forms could be submitted 
during the open house meeting in one of the two comment boxes or mailed to HDR following 
the meeting by folding and placing a stamp on the back of the comment form. 
 
We received approximately 53 comment and GIS mapping comment forms at the 14 open 
houses.  
 

d. Mapping Comments 
In order to streamline the collection of comments on the detailed aerial maps, HDR used a 
system that required each project team member to place a sticker dot (initials and dot  
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number) in the location of the map 
comment, record comment information in their notebooks, and log comments into the 
comment tracker spreadsheet at the end of each week of open house meetings. From this 
process, approximately 250 mapping comments were collected. 
 
Table 1 identifies the comment category, number, and major topics collected during the 
meetings. 

Comment Type Count 

Homes/Structures 53 

Agriculture/Farming 50 

Land 34 

Airport/Airstrip 16 

Cultural Resources 16 

Recreation 18 

Natural Resources 15 

Utility 14 

Mining 12 

Other 8 

Development 7 

Wildlife 3 

Transportation 3 

TOTAL 249 

 

II. Outreach 
The following forms of communication were used to reach out to stakeholders and landowners 
within the project study corridors to promote the open house meetings. 
 

a. Mailings 
Landowners within the project study corridor were sent postcard mailings inviting them to the 
open house meetings. The list included landowners, those that had signed up for the mailing 
list or submitted a comment, previous meeting attendees, and former elected officials. There 
were also 210 emails sent as a reminder for the meetings to landowners that provided email 
addresses. All mailings directed recipients to the project hotline number (877.657.9934), 
email (info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com), and website (www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com) for 
more information about the project and meetings. 

 
Stakeholders - city, state, township, and county representatives, non-government 
organizations, and tribal contacts - were also sent a letter and map inviting them to the open 
house meetings. There were a total of 2021 stakeholder letters mailed on March 28, 2013. 
 

b. Media 
Paid advertisements that listed meeting dates and times were sent to 31 publications in the 
project study area. Press releases that further explained the project and announcing the open 
house meetings were sent to 77 media outlets. For a table showing the list of publications, 
refer to Appendix A. 

mailto:info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com
http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
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c. Website/Online Open House Meeting 
The project’s website announced the public meetings weeks before the first meeting. It also 
encouraged those who could not attend in person to experience the online open house 
meeting. This part of the website featured videos from the project and communication team, 
additional information categorized by topic, and a tour format similar to what attendees 
experienced while at an open house meeting. This online open house was made available 
from April 15-May 5, 2012. For website statistics information, refer to Appendix B. 
 

III. Open House Overview 
The open house meetings occurred in 8 locations in northwestern Minnesota from April 15-19, 
2013, and 6 locations in northeastern Minnesota from April 22-25, 2013. The meeting locations 
were determined by considering the proximity of the location to the route alternatives and 
travel distance for landowners. An overview map of the area and meeting locations is located 
below; Table 2 shows meeting location and attendance information.  
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Table 2: Number of Attendees and Comment Forms for each Meeting Location 

Date & Time Meeting Location 
Number of  
Attendees 

Monday, April 15th  
11am-1pm 

Clearbrook 29 

Monday, April 15th  
5-7pm 

Thief River Falls 59 

Tuesday, April 16th  
11am-1pm 

Greenbush 35 

Tuesday, April 16th  
5-7pm 

Lancaster 50 

Wednesday, April 17th  
11am-1pm 

Roseau 91 

Thursday, April 18th  
11am-1pm 

Grygla 61 

Thursday, April 18th  

5-7pm 
Baudette 31 

Friday, April 19th  
11am-1pm 

Littlefork 28 

Monday, April 22nd 
5-7pm 

Blackduck 100 

Tuesday, April 23rd  
11am-1pm 

Bigfork 43 

Tuesday, April 23rd 
5-7pm 

Grand Rapids 92 

Wednesday, April 24th  
11am-1pm 

Taconite 27 

Wednesday, April 24th  
5-7pm 

Meadowlands 46 

Thursday, April 25th  
11am-1pm 

Hermantown 55 

Total 747 
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Media Outlets 



Organization Press Release Paid Advertisement 

93.1 The Border CFOB-Fort Frances (Acadia Broadcasting)   

Bagley Farmers Independent   

Budgeteer News   

BusinessNorth.com   

Chisholm Tribune Press   

Cloquet Pine Journal   

Cook News Herald   

Crookston Daily Times   

Duluth Budgeteer News   

Duluth News Tribune   

Duluthian   

Electric Utility Week Magazine   

Erskine Echo   

Fertile Journal   

Floodwood Forum   

Fosston Thirteen Towns   

Gap West Broadcasting   

Gilbert Herald   

Grand Rapids Herald Review   

Greenbush Tribune   

Grygla Eagle Newspaper   

Hermantown Star   

Hibbing Daily Tribune   

Hometown Focus   

Iron Range Broadcasting   

Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Board   

Itasca Community Television - ICTV   

Karlstad North Star News   

KAWE Lakeland Public Television   

KDAL Radio   

Kittson County Enterprise   

KKEQ Radio   

KQ92 Radio   

KQDS-TV Fox 21   

KROX Radio   

KSRQ Pioneer 90.1 Radio   

KTRF KKDQ KKAQ Radio   

KUMD-FM   

KUND-FM Prairie Public Broadcasting   

KUWS   

KVRR   

KXJB   

Labor World Newspaper   



Organization Press Release Paid Advertisement 

Leader-Record   

Legal Ledger   

MAPPCOR   

Mesabi Daily News   

Midwest Communications   

Minnesota Public Radio   

NatureScape News   

Northland Connection   

Northland News Center   

Northome Area News   

NorthSpan   

Oklee Herald   

Portage News   

Proctor Journal   

Red Lake Falls Gazette   

Richard's Publishing Company Inc   

Roseau Times-Region Newspaper   

Scenic Range News Forum   

Stephen Messenger   

The Aberdeen American News   

The American Newspaper   

The Baudette Region Newspaper   

The Bemidji Pioneer   

The Energy Daily - HIS   

The Littlefork Times   

The Northern Light Newspaper   

The Tower/Soudan Timberjay   

Thief River Falls Times   

Timberjay Newspaper   

Voyageur Press of McGregor   

Warren Sheaf   

Warroad Pioneer   

WDAZ   

Western Itasca Review   

WiLD 102 Radio   
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Online Open House Meeting Website Statistics 
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ONLINE MEETING STATISTICS 

Top 10 pages 

Note: All statistics were adjusted to exclude hits from Minnesota Power and HDR. 

May 6, 2013 

Page 
Unique 
Visitors 

Avg. Time 
 on Page 

/meeting home 192 01:18 

/overview 134 01:16 

/routing 93 01:26 

/design 74 01:16 

/right-of-way 71 01:40 

/project-need 69 00:53 

/clean-energy 56 00:51 

/permitting 51 00:31 

/outreach 45 02:00 

/project-benefits 8 00:30 

Online Routing Meeting (April 15, 2012 – May 5, 2012): Unique Visitors 

Unique visitors: 269 

Avg. Pages/visit: 16.7 

Avg time per page: 01:17 

Unique pageviews: 884 

Video Statistics 

Video Views 

Routing the Line (corridor meeting) 179 

About Minnesota Power (both meetings) 127 

Project Overview (both meetings) 104 

Project Need (both meetings) 89 

Welcome (routing meeting) 73 

Clean Energy (both meetings) 68 

Routing video (routing meeting) 65 

Welcome (corridor meeting) 59 

Right-of-way (routing meeting) 49 

Media To date 

Web form 38 

Joined mailing list 31 

Comments Received During Online Meeting 





NEWS    

 

 For Release:    April 10, 2013 
 

Contact:       Amy Rutledge 
               Manager – Corporate Communications  
 Minnesota Power/ALLETE  

 218-723-7400 
 arutledge@mnpower.com 

   
 

 
 
Minnesota Power to present route alternatives for the Great 
Northern Transmission line at upcoming open house meetings 
 

Duluth, Minnesota – Minnesota Power will host a second series of public open house meetings 
beginning April 15 to gather input and provide information on its Great Northern Transmission line 

which will deliver emission-free hydro power from Manitoba to Minnesota.   
 
The 14 public meetings will focus on the project’s route alternatives in an open house format with 
no formal presentations. Project team members will be available to answer questions.  
 
Those who are unable to attend a meeting in person can visit an online open house meeting site 
from April 15-May 5 at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/online-meeting. The same 
information will be available at the in-person and online open house meetings.   
 
Times, dates, and locations of each open house meeting are listed below.  
 

 

http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/online-meeting


 

  

 

 

A listing of the open houses can also be found on the project website at  
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com and through the project information line at (877) 657-9934. 
Materials used during the open houses will be available on the project website along with an 
interactive map of the route alternatives. Input received during in-person and online open houses on 
the route alternatives will be reviewed and considered while developing preferred routes. 
 
The Minnesota Power project is part of the company’s EnergyForward resource strategy for a 
cleaner energy supply that ensures reliable and affordable power for its customers.  The Great 
Northern Transmission Line will deliver 250 megawatts of emission-free hydropower to customers 
in Minnesota, meet growing energy demand while increasing system reliability.  
 
The project consists of a 500 kV transmission line from the Canadian border to Minnesota's Iron 
Range, and a 345 kV double circuit line from the Iron Range to near Duluth, Minn. 
 
The final route will be approved by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission through the state 
application process and the Department of Energy will approve the project through the federal 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. Construction of the project is expected to begin 
in 2017, and be in service by June 1, 2020. Minnesota Power is currently in the environmental and 
regulatory review stage of the project.  
 
Minnesota Power, a division of ALLETE, provides electricity in a 26,000-square-mile electric service 
area in northeastern Minnesota. Minnesota Power supplies retail electric service to 143,000 
customers and wholesale electric service to 16 municipalities. Minnesota Power’s transmission and 
distribution components include 8,866 miles of lines and 169 substations. Minnesota Power's 
transmission network, a critical component of regional electric grid reliability, is part of a larger 
transmission organization called the Midwest Independent System Operator (MISO). 
Visit www.GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com for more information.  
  
The statements contained in this release and statements that ALLETE may make orally in 
connection with this release that are not historical facts, are forward-looking statements. Actual 
results may differ materially from those projected in the forward-looking statements. These forward-
looking statements involve risks and uncertainties and investors are directed to the risks discussed 
in documents filed by ALLETE with the Securities and Exchange Commission. 
 

### 
 

Minnesota Power • 30 West Superior Street, Duluth, Minnesota 55802 
www.allete.com 

http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
https://www.midwestiso.org/
http://www.bssetransmissionline.com/


What is right-of-way?
The term right-of-way or ROW refers to the actual land area 
where limited rights are acquired for a specifi c purpose, such as the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of a transmission line. 

The ROW width for this project is generally 200 feet – 100 feet on 
each side of the structure. Approximately 24 acres of right-of-way 
easement will be required for each mile of transmission line.

How will Minnesota Power acquire ROW for this Project?
The Project is currently in the Route Alternatives stage. When a 
fi nal route has been approved by the Minnesota Public Utility 
Commission, Minnesota Power will start acquiring easements 
for the ROW to construct and maintain the transmission line. 
ROW agents will contact individual landowners along the route 
to start discussing the Project ROW needs. Land values will be 
researched and fair market value offers will be made to the 
landowners.  

After the landowner and Minnesota Power agree, the 
easement is signed and then recorded at the respective County 
Courthouse. The landowner continues to own the property 
subject to Minnesota Power’s right to construct, operate, and 
maintain the transmission line facilities.

www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com

100 feet100 feet

200 feet total ROW

This project 
typically 
requires 200 ft 
of ROW (100 ft 
on each side of 
the structure).

Minnesota Power constructs, operates, and 
maintains the transmission line within the 
right-of-way.

Minnesota Power contacts the landowner to 
begin discussing right-of-way needs.

$
Minnesota Power makes offer to landowner 
based on fair market value. 

The fi nal route is determined.

Minnesota Power and the landowner agree 
and the easement is recorded.

What do affected landowners get in the form of 
compensation?
Landowner compensation is determined by a variety of factors: County 
Assessor appraisals, agricultural statistics (where applicable), and 
comparable sales data.

County Assessor 
appraisals Comparable 

sales data

Agricultural 
statistics

$$$
How are property taxes affected by 
the ROW?
The landowner continues to pay property tax on the land as the owner of the property. 
Minnesota Power pays the property taxes on the transmission line facilities.

Right-of-Way Factsheet



www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com

Will eminent domain be used on this Project?
Minnesota Power will exercise eminent domain only after all other options have been explored. To complete this project on 
time and continue to provide our customers with low-cost energy and meet future service demands, Minnesota Power will 
make a fair offer to landowners and allow suffi cient time for conversations and negotiations. We are engaging landowners 
early in the routing process to allow for discussion and input to help develop potential transmission line routes that address 
the concerns of landowners and Minnesota Power.

Right-of-Way Factsheet

Who controls access to the ROW?
The landowner continues to control access to the ROW subject to the terms of the easement. The landowner may fence across 
the ROW provided that a gate is included to allow Minnesota Power access to the ROW. Minnesota Power will work with 
landowners if a gate is required.

What activities are allowed within the ROW?
The landowner retains the right to utilize the property subject to the terms of the easement. Agricultural lands can continue to 
be farmed. Recreational uses of the property continue to be permissible.  

• Buildings and other structures are not permitted within the ROW.
• Trees and shrubs with the potential to exceed 15 feet in height are generally not permitted within the ROW.
• Storage of fl ammable materials is not permitted within the ROW.

In general, the land can continue to be used as before provided that the use does not interfere with the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the transmission line.

Will Minnesota Power cut trees located within the ROW? 
Tall trees may interfere with transmission lines. Typically, tall trees and most woody vegetation will be removed from the 
ROW for construction. Tree removal is required to comply with National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) and North American 
Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) standards and for the safe operation and maintenance of the line. Some low to the 
ground vegetation may be allowed to grow under the transmission line following construction and once the construction area is 
restored. 

How will Minnesota Power handle construction damage 
on my property?
Minnesota Power will be responsible for restoration of properties damaged by the construction and maintenance of the 
transmission line. The ROW will be restored as reasonably practical to re-grade and re-establish vegetative cover in 
disturbed areas. Minnesota Power will compensate landowners for the value of any crops destroyed during construction or 
maintenance.   

When is construction scheduled to begin?
Construction is scheduled to begin in 2017 and take three years to complete.
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March 27, 2013 
 
NAME 
TITLE 
ADDRESS 
ADDRESS 
 

RE:   Upcoming Open House Meetings to gather input on route alternatives for Great Northern 

Transmission Line Project 
 
Dear, 
 
Minnesota Power would like to inform you of the upcoming Open House Meetings for the Great Northern 
Transmission Line Project. The Project will consist of 500kV high-voltage transmission line from the 
Minnesota – Canada border to a receiving substation near the Iron Range and a double-circuit 345kV high-
voltage transmission line from the Iron Range substation to the Arrowhead substation near Hermantown, 
Minnesota. 
 
The Project Team has been busy reviewing and considering feedback from the following stakeholders:  

 federal, state, and local agencies,   
 input from the fall 2012 corridor public open house meetings, and  
 comments collected from the Great Northern Transmission Line website, email and information 

line. 
 
In addition to the information gathered from the list above, Minnesota Power applied  routing criteria 
developed from state and federal regulations and engineering and environmental industry best practices to 
further refine route alternatives.   
 
Minnesota Power is seeking your input on the route alternatives to assist the Project Team in identifying 

opportunities and constraints for the location of the proposed transmission line, and encourages you to 
review the enclosed map.  
 
Minnesota Power will be hosting Open House Meetings at fourteen locations throughout the Project area 
the weeks of April 15 and April 22, 2013. The following table provides detailed information for each of 
the Open House Meetings. You are welcome to attend and share your feedback with the Project Team. 
Minnesota Power is also hosting an online open house meeting for those who cannot attend or want more 
information. Visit us online at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/online-meeting from April 15 – 
May 5, 2013,   
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/online-meeting


Minnesota Power 
Great Northern Transmission Line   

 

Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  2 

Route Alternatives Open House Meetings Schedule 

 
Minnesota Power  appreciates your participation in the Great Northern Transmission Line Project and 
looks forward to working with you. For more information, visit our Project website at 
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com or call our Project information line at (877) 657-9934. If you 
have questions or comments, please contact Jim Atkinson at (218) 355-3561 or jbatkinson@allete.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
 
Jim Atkinson        Mike Donahue  
Environmental Lead       Project Manager   
Minnesota Power       Minnesota Power  
jbatkinson@mnpower.com      mdonahue@mnpower.com 
 

Enclosures:   Figure 1 – Route Alternatives Map 

http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
mailto:chad.miller@mdu.com
mailto:jbatkinson@mnpower.com
mailto:mdonahue@mnpower.com


 

Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  1 

 
 
March 27, 2013 
 
NAME 
TITLE 
ADDRESS 
ADDRESS 
 

RE:   Upcoming Open House Meetings to gather input on route alternatives for Great Northern 

Transmission Line Project 
 
Dear, 
 
Minnesota Power would like to inform you of the upcoming Open House Meetings for the Great Northern 
Transmission Line Project. The Project will consist of 500kV high-voltage transmission line from the 
Minnesota – Canada border to a receiving substation near the Iron Range and a double-circuit 345kV high-
voltage transmission line from the Iron Range substation to the Arrowhead substation near Hermantown, 
Minnesota. 
 
The Project Team has been busy reviewing and considering feedback from the following stakeholders; 

 federal, state, and local agencies,  
 input from the fall 2012 corridor public open house meetings, and  
 comments collected from the Great Northern Transmission Line website, email and information 

line. 
 
In addition to the information gathered from the list above, Minnesota Power applied  routing criteria 
developed from state and federal regulations and  engineering and environmental industry best practices to 
further refine  route alternatives, and  encourages you to review the enclosed map. 
 
If you or representatives from your tribe would be interested in having an informal, voluntary meeting with 
members of the Project Team to discuss the Project, please do not hesitate to contact Jim Atkinson from 
Minnesota Power (contact information below). This meeting would be in addition to  the formal Section 
106 Consultation process that will be conducted by the lead federal agency in the near future.  
 
Minnesota Power will be hosting in-person Open House Meetings at fourteen locations throughout the 
Project area the weeks of April 15 and April 22, 2013. The following table provides detailed information 
for each of the Open House Meetings. You are welcome to attend these Open House Meetings in addition 
to, or in lieu of, an informal meeting described above. Minnesota Power is also hosting an online open 
house meeting for those who cannot attend or want more information. Visit us online from April 15 – May 
5, 2013, at www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/online-meeting.   
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Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802  2 

Route Alternatives Open House Meetings Schedule 

 
Minnesota Power  appreciates your participation in the Great Northern Transmission Line and looks 
forward to working with you. For more information, visit our Project website at 
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com or call our Project information line at (877) 657-9934. If you 
have questions or comments, please contact Jim Atkinson at (218) 355-3561 or jbatkinson@allete.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
 
Jim Atkinson        Mike Donahue  
Environmental Lead       Project Manager   
Minnesota Power       Minnesota Power  
jbatkinson@mnpower.com      mdonahue@mnpower.com 
 

Enclosures:   Figure 1 - Route Alternatives Map 

http://www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com/
mailto:chad.miller@mdu.com
mailto:jbatkinson@mnpower.com
mailto:mdonahue@mnpower.com


Open House Meetings 

Round 2 – Route Alternatives (Solway Township) 
 

Comment Form 
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EMF Handout 

Meeting Summary 

Right-of-way Factsheet 
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Comment Form 
 

Thank you for providing input regarding the Great Northern Transmission Line. Please fill out the comment form below 
to submit a comment or join the mailing list. You can also submit a comment or join the mailing list online at 
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com 
 

                          Name: _____________________________________________ 

 Organization (if any): _____________________________________________ 

        Mailing Address: _____________________________________________ 

                                       _____________________________________________ 

                              City: _____________________________________________ 

                        County: _____________________________________________ 

                           State: _____________________________________________ 

         Phone Number: __________________________  Zip: _______________ 

                           Email: _____________________________________________ 

 Would you like to join our mailing list?                 Yes               No 

 

Comment: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please fold, fasten, and mail. No envelope necessary. 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 
 

Great Northern Transmission Line Team 
c/o HDR Engineering 
701 Xenia Ave South, 600 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 



The purpose of this meeting is to:

• Provide information about the project.

• Explain our routing process.

• Answer your questions.

• Gather your input!

Welcome! Project overview

The project will consist 
of two transmission 
lines:

• 500 kV transmission line 
from Canadian border to 
Minnesota’s Iron Range.

• 345 kV double circuit 
transmission line from the 
Iron Range to near Duluth, 
Minnesota. 

Project timeline
We 
are 

here

• We serve 144,000 
retail customers 
and 16 wholesale 
municipalities. 

• We are an 
investor-owned 
utility.

• Our 
interconnected 
transmission 
network promotes 
reliability in the 
upper Midwest.

Who is Minnesota Power?

Minnesota Power’s Area of Operation

Headquarters
Duluth

Meeting regional needs

DIVERSITY
Provides access to clean, affordable, 
reliable energy for Minnesota Power 
customers and the region.

INCREASING DEMAND
Helps to meet increased energy 
demand from Minnesota’s Iron 
Range.

RELIABILITY
Strengthens system reliability for 
Minnesota Power and the region.

2012 2020 2034

0

600

1400

2200

Manitoba 
Hydro

Existing 
renewable

Existing MP 
generation

Market 
Purchases

Customer-
generated

YEAR

Y
E

A
R

PEAK DEMAND

Coal: 
75%

Minnesota Power 
Energy Sources in 

2013:

Minnesota Power Energy Sources in 2026

Coal: 
42%

The University of Minnesota Duluth Labovitz School’s Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research conducted an independent economic study for the Great Northern 
Transmission Line. The analysis includes estimated economic impacts to the project 
area from start-up activities in 2012 through construction completion in 2020.

• 315 jobs are estimated to be directly created for construction activities.

• 185 jobs are estimated to be added in industries like food service, 
healthcare, building and professional services, retail, wholesale, etc.

500
CREATE OR SUPPORT

JOBS

GENERATE MORE THAN

STATE & LOCAL 
TAX REVENUE

$62M • $62.5M in state and local taxes are estimated to be generated through 
compensation, business, household, and corporation taxes.

CONTRIBUTE NEARLY

TO THE LOCAL 
ECONOMY

$2.2B

• Nearly $1.4B are estimated to impact the local economy through 
direct and indirect spending on goods and services needed to support 
construction activities.

• Nearly $714.4M are estimated to impact the local economy through 



Route Alternatives
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Regulatory process

MINNESOTA
A 
(CN) and a Route Permit 
from the MN Public Utilities 
Commission are required. 
An Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is also 
required.

A Federal Presidential 
Permit from the Dept. of 
Energy is required because 
the project crosses the U.S./
Canada border. An EIS is 
also required.

FEDERAL

Additional permits from 
federal, state, and local 
agencies will be required.

OTHER

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Winter Spring FallSummer Winter Spring FallSummer Winter Spring FallSummer Winter Spring FallSummer Winter Spring FallSummer

Presidential Permit/EIS

: Fall 2013
Filing: Winter 2014
Approval: Fall 2015

: Spring 2013
Filing: Summer 2013
Approval: Spring/Summer 
2014

Route Permit/EIS
Filing: Winter 2014
Approval: Fall 2015

Additional Permits

Pre-application consultation: Fall 2015
Filing: Spring-Fall 2017
Approval: Spring-Fall 2017

Preliminary 345 kV structure design
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Typical structures

500 kV Guy Delta 
Suspension Tower

345 kV 
Double Circuit 
Steel Pole

500 kV Self-Supporting 
Suspension Tower

500 kV Guyed Dead 
End/Corner Structure

The structures depicted here 
are typical representations 
of constructed transmission 
lines that are similar to the 
structures being considered 
for the Great Northern 
Transmission Line. The 
actual structure design for 
the project may differ. 

Typical right-of-way acquisition process

LANDOWNER COMPENSATION

County Assessor 
appraisals

Comparable  
sales data

Agricultural 
statistics

RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENT 
ACQUISITION PROCESS

$$$

WHAT IS RIGHT-OF-WAY (ROW)?
 The actual land 

such as the construction, operation, 
and maintenance of a transmission 
line.

ROW Width: This project typically 
requires 200 ft of ROW (100 ft on 
either side of the structure).

ROW Acreage: Approximately 24 
acres of ROW will be required per 
mile of transmission line.

Minnesota Power contacts the landowner 
to begin discussing right-of-way needs.

$
Minnesota Power makes offer to 
landowner based on fair market value. 

Fair market value will be researched prior to making offers.

Final route is determined.

Minnesota Power and the landowner 
agree and the easement is recorded.

Minnesota Power will select routes to submit through 
the State and Federal regulatory process in early 2014. 

Minnesota Power constructs, operates, 
and maintains the transmission line 
within the right-of-way.

100 feet100 feet

200 feet total ROW



We want your input!

How to stay informed and give us your input: 

• Visit our website at: 
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com

• Submit a comment at a meeting or online

• Call our toll-free information line:  
877.657.9934

• Join our mailing list

• Email us at: 
info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com



RIGHT-OF-WAY

350 mG

0 mG

150 mG

200 mG

100 mG

300 mG

250 mG

50 mG

300 ft 300 ft0 ft100 ft 100 ft 200 ft200 ft

RIGHT-OF-WAY

*  The fi gure above represents magnetic fi elds for a comparable 345 kV line and do not necessarily 
represent the measurements for the Great Northern Transmission Line.

Electric & Magnetic Fields (EMF)

www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com

“ The Minnesota Department of Health concludes that the current body of evidence is insuffi cient to 
establish a cause and effect relationship between EMF and adverse health effects.” 
(page 36, A White Paper on Electric and Magnetic Field Policy and Mitigation Options, 2002)

Current Health Research

“ Much of the research about power lines and potential health effects is inconclusive…the evidence 
available is weak and is not suffi cient to establish a defi nitive cause-effect relationship.” 
(www.epa.gov/radtown/power-lines.html, accessed 10/9/2012)

EMF decrease rapidly 
with distance from 
the source
Exposure to MF directly 
beneath a 345 kV 
transmission line is similar 
to that of a hairdryer or a 
microwave at a distance of 
6 inches.
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July 2013 
Solway Township Open House  
Meeting Summary 

 

 
I. Summary 

Minnesota Power hosted a public open house meeting on July 23, 2013 at the Solway 
Township Town Hall gather input from the area’s local stakeholders and the public on the 
proposed route alternatives of the Great Northern Transmission Line. 
 
The open house meeting was requested by Solway Township supervisors due to the area’s 
proximity to the route alternatives. Meeting attendees were informed of the project’s phased 
approach. During project development, Solway Township’s area was included in Phase 2. The 
project is currently in Phase 1. A total of 28 invitees attended the meetings.  

  

a. Meeting Materials 
 Overview handout 
 Comment form 
 Two sets of Information Boards: 

o Project overview 
o Meeting regional needs 
o Local economic benefits 
o Route alternatives 
o Routing process 
o Regulatory process 
o Preliminary structure design (3) 
o Typical structures 
o Typical right-of-way acquisition process 
o Electric & Magnetic Fields (EMF) 

 Sign-in sheets 
 Resource materials:  

o Minnesota Power’s Energy Forward program overview 
o EMF handout 
o Right-of-way factsheet 

 A GIS mapping station 
 Large aerial maps of Solway Township and surrounding area 

 

II. Outreach 
The open house meeting was announced in the Solway Township July newsletter, as well as 
advertised at the town hall and announced at the township monthly board meeting. The 
Proctor Journal ran a story on July 18, 2013 announcing the open house meeting.  
 

III. Feedback 
a. Comment Forms 

Comment forms were made available to all attendees. One comment form was collected 
during the meeting. 

 
b. Mapping Comments 

Staff members were encouraged to place dot markers on the map for any mapping comments. 
These comments were recorded during the meeting, compiled, and included in the meeting 
notes. 
 



What is right-of-way?
The term right-of-way or ROW refers to the actual land area 
where limited rights are acquired for a specifi c purpose, such as the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of a transmission line. 

The ROW width for this project is generally 200 feet – 100 feet on 
each side of the structure. Approximately 24 acres of right-of-way 
easement will be required for each mile of transmission line.

How will Minnesota Power acquire ROW for this Project?
The Project is currently in the Route Alternatives stage. When a 
fi nal route has been approved by the Minnesota Public Utility 
Commission, Minnesota Power will start acquiring easements 
for the ROW to construct and maintain the transmission line. 
ROW agents will contact individual landowners along the route 
to start discussing the Project ROW needs. Land values will be 
researched and fair market value offers will be made to the 
landowners.  

After the landowner and Minnesota Power agree, the 
easement is signed and then recorded at the respective County 
Courthouse. The landowner continues to own the property 
subject to Minnesota Power’s right to construct, operate, and 
maintain the transmission line facilities.

www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com

100 feet100 feet

200 feet total ROW

This project 
typically 
requires 200 ft 
of ROW (100 ft 
on each side of 
the structure).

Minnesota Power constructs, operates, and 
maintains the transmission line within the 
right-of-way.

Minnesota Power contacts the landowner to 
begin discussing right-of-way needs.

$
Minnesota Power makes offer to landowner 
based on fair market value. 

The fi nal route is determined.

Minnesota Power and the landowner agree 
and the easement is recorded.

What do affected landowners get in the form of 
compensation?
Landowner compensation is determined by a variety of factors: County 
Assessor appraisals, agricultural statistics (where applicable), and 
comparable sales data.

County Assessor 
appraisals Comparable 

sales data

Agricultural 
statistics

$$$
How are property taxes affected by 
the ROW?
The landowner continues to pay property tax on the land as the owner of the property. 
Minnesota Power pays the property taxes on the transmission line facilities.

Right-of-Way Factsheet



www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com

Will eminent domain be used on this Project?
Minnesota Power will exercise eminent domain only after all other options have been explored. To complete this project on 
time and continue to provide our customers with low-cost energy and meet future service demands, Minnesota Power will 
make a fair offer to landowners and allow suffi cient time for conversations and negotiations. We are engaging landowners 
early in the routing process to allow for discussion and input to help develop potential transmission line routes that address 
the concerns of landowners and Minnesota Power.

Right-of-Way Factsheet

Who controls access to the ROW?
The landowner continues to control access to the ROW subject to the terms of the easement. The landowner may fence across 
the ROW provided that a gate is included to allow Minnesota Power access to the ROW. Minnesota Power will work with 
landowners if a gate is required.

What activities are allowed within the ROW?
The landowner retains the right to utilize the property subject to the terms of the easement. Agricultural lands can continue to 
be farmed. Recreational uses of the property continue to be permissible.  

• Buildings and other structures are not permitted within the ROW.
• Trees and shrubs with the potential to exceed 15 feet in height are generally not permitted within the ROW.
• Storage of fl ammable materials is not permitted within the ROW.

In general, the land can continue to be used as before provided that the use does not interfere with the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the transmission line.

Will Minnesota Power cut trees located within the ROW? 
Tall trees may interfere with transmission lines. Typically, tall trees and most woody vegetation will be removed from the 
ROW for construction. Tree removal is required to comply with National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) and North American 
Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) standards and for the safe operation and maintenance of the line. Some low to the 
ground vegetation may be allowed to grow under the transmission line following construction and once the construction area is 
restored. 

How will Minnesota Power handle construction damage 
on my property?
Minnesota Power will be responsible for restoration of properties damaged by the construction and maintenance of the 
transmission line. The ROW will be restored as reasonably practical to re-grade and re-establish vegetative cover in 
disturbed areas. Minnesota Power will compensate landowners for the value of any crops destroyed during construction or 
maintenance.   

When is construction scheduled to begin?
Construction is scheduled to begin in 2017 and take three years to complete.
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Open House Meetings 

Round 3 – Refined Route Alternatives 
 

Comment Form 

Display Boards 

Exit Survey 

Handout 

Landowner Postcard 

Meeting Summary 

Paid Advertisement 

Press Release 

Stakeholder Email 

Stakeholder Letter 
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Comment Form 
 

Thank you for providing input regarding the Great Northern Transmission Line. Please fill out the comment form below 
to submit a comment or join the mailing list. You can also submit a comment or join the mailing list online at 
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com 
 

                          Name: _____________________________________________ 

 Organization (if any): _____________________________________________ 

        Mailing Address: _____________________________________________ 

                                       _____________________________________________ 

                              City: _____________________________________________ 

                        County: _____________________________________________ 

                           State: _____________________________________________ 

         Phone Number: __________________________  Zip: _______________ 

                           Email: _____________________________________________ 

 Would you like to join our mailing list?                 Yes               No 

 

Comment: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please fold, fasten, and mail. No envelope necessary. 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 
 

Great Northern Transmission Line Team 
c/o HDR Engineering 
701 Xenia Ave South, 600 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place 
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The purpose of this meeting is to:

• Provide information about the project.

• Explain our routing process.

• Answer your questions.

• Gather your input!

Welcome! Project overview

The project will consist 
of two transmission 
lines:

• 500 kV transmission line 
from Canadian border to 
Minnesota’s Iron Range.

• 345 kV double circuit 
transmission line from the 
Iron Range to near Duluth, 
Minnesota. 

Project timeline
We 
are 

here

• We serve 144,000 
retail customers 
and 16 wholesale 
municipalities. 

• We are an 
investor-owned 
utility.

• Our 
interconnected 
transmission 
network promotes 
reliability in the 
upper Midwest.

Who is Minnesota Power?

Minnesota Power’s Area of Operation

Headquarters
Duluth

Meeting regional needs

DIVERSITY
Provides access to clean, affordable, 
reliable energy for Minnesota Power 
customers and the region.

INCREASING DEMAND
Helps to meet increased energy 
demand from Minnesota’s Iron 
Range.

RELIABILITY
Strengthens system reliability for 
Minnesota Power and the region.

2012 2020 2034

0

600

1400

2200

Manitoba 
Hydro

Existing 
renewable

Existing MP 
generation

Market 
Purchases

Customer-
generated

YEAR

Y
E

A
R

PEAK DEMAND

Coal: 
75%

Minnesota Power 
Energy Sources in 

2013:

Minnesota Power Energy Sources in 2026

Coal: 
42%

The University of Minnesota Duluth Labovitz School’s Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research conducted an independent economic study for the Great Northern 
Transmission Line. The analysis includes estimated economic impacts to the project 
area from start-up activities in 2012 through construction completion in 2020.

• 315 jobs are estimated to be directly created for construction activities.

• 185 jobs are estimated to be added in industries like food service, 
healthcare, building and professional services, retail, wholesale, etc.

500
CREATE OR SUPPORT

JOBS

GENERATE MORE THAN

STATE & LOCAL 
TAX REVENUE

$62M • $62.5M in state and local taxes are estimated to be generated through 
compensation, business, household, and corporation taxes.

CONTRIBUTE NEARLY

TO THE LOCAL 
ECONOMY

$2.2B

• Nearly $1.4B are estimated to impact the local economy through 
direct and indirect spending on goods and services needed to support 
construction activities.

• Nearly $714.4M are estimated to impact the local economy through 



Route Alternatives

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(
!(!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(
!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

?A200

?A102

?A232

?A371

?A32

?A194

?A217

?A34

?A65

?A6

?A11

?A92

?A210

?A84

?A223

?A37

?A89

?A220

?A225

?A23

?A38

?A175

?A332

?A6?A87

?A1

?A200

?A87

?A33

?A227

?A6

?A11

?A9

?A200

?A73

?A11

?A1

?A371

?A46

?A219

?A73

?A228

?A310

?A313

?A9

?A64

?A73

?A32

?A61

?A172

?A34

?A78

?A1

?A34

?A72

?A135

?A89

?A286

?A113

?A108

?A200

?A32

?A1

?A220

?A65

?A1

£953A

£53

£71

£59

£75

£75

£59

£75

£71

£2

£59

£169

£2
£71

£53

£53

£10

£59

£10

£169

£59

£2

£75

£2

§̈¦94

§̈¦35

Arrowhead

Blackberry

La
ke

 o
f 

th
e

 W
o

od
s 

C
ou

n
ty

R
o

se
a

u 
C

o
u

nt
y

La
ke

 o
f 

th
e

 W
o

od
s 

C
ou

n
ty

K
oo

ch
ic

h
in

g
 C

o
un

ty

Lake of the Woods County
Beltrami County

K
itt

so
n

 C
ou

n
ty

R
o

se
a

u 
C

o
u

nt
y

Kittson County
Marshall County

Roseau County
Marshall County Roseau County

Beltrami County

K
oo

ch
ic

h
in

g
 C

o
u

nt
y

S
t. 

L
o

ui
s 

C
o

u
n

ty

K
oo

ch
ic

h
in

g
 C

o
un

ty
B

el
tr

a
m

i C
o

u
nt

y

Koochiching County
Itasca County

M
a

rs
h

a
ll 

C
ou

n
ty

B
el

tr
a

m
i C

o
u

nt
y

Marshall County
Polk County Marshall County

Pennington County

S
t. 

L
o

ui
s 

C
o

u
n

ty
Ita

sc
a

 C
o

u
n

ty
S

t. 
L

o
ui

s 
C

o
u

n
ty

A
itk

in
 C

o
u

nt
y

St. Louis County

Carlton County

B
el

tr
a

m
i C

o
u

nt
y

P
en

n
in

g
to

n
 C

ou
n

ty

B
el

tr
a

m
i C

o
u

nt
y

C
le

a
rw

at
e

r 
C

o
u

n
ty

B
el

tr
a

m
i C

o
u

nt
y

Ita
sc

a
 C

o
u

n
ty

Beltrami County
Cass County

Beltrami County
Hubbard County

P
ol

k 
C

o
u

n
ty

P
en

n
in

g
to

n
 C

ou
n

ty

P
ol

k 
C

o
u

n
ty

C
le

a
rw

at
e

r 
C

o
u

n
ty

Polk County

Red Lake County

Polk County
Norman County Polk County

Mahnomen County

Pennington County
Red Lake County

C
le

a
rw

at
e

r 
C

o
u

n
ty

M
a

hn
o

m
e

n
 C

o
un

ty

C
le

a
rw

at
e

r 
C

o
u

n
ty

H
u

b
b

ar
d

 C
ou

n
ty

Clearwater County
Becker County

Itasca County

Cass County

Itasca County
Aitkin County

N
o

rm
a

n
 C

ou
n

ty
M

a
hn

o
m

e
n

 C
o

un
ty

Norman County
Clay County Mahnomen County

Becker County

C
a

ss
 C

o
un

ty
H

u
b

b
ar

d
 C

ou
n

ty

C
a

ss
 C

o
un

ty
A

itk
in

 C
o

u
nt

y

C
a

ss
 C

o
un

ty
W

ad
e

n
a 

C
o

un
ty

C
a

ss
 C

o
un

ty
C

ro
w

 W
in

g 
C

o
u

nt
y

H
u

b
b

ar
d

 C
ou

n
ty

B
ec

ke
r 

C
ou

n
ty

Hubbard County
Wadena County

C
la

y 
C

o
u

nt
y

B
ec

ke
r 

C
ou

nt
y

Clay County
Wilkin County

Becker County
Otter Tail County

A
itk

in
 C

o
u

nt
y

C
ro

w
 W

in
g 

C
o

u
nt

y

A
itk

in
 C

o
u

nt
y

C
a

rl
to

n
 C

o
u

nt
y

W
ad

e
n

a 
C

o
un

ty
O

tt
e

r 
Ta

il 
C

o
u

nt
y

O
tt

e
r T

a
il 

C
o

u
nt

y

W
ilk

in
 C

o
u

nt
y

Minneso ta
Ch ippewa MN

Trus t  Land

Le ec h
La ke  M N

Re s er vat ion

Fond  du
La c  M N

Res er va t ion

Bois
For te  M N

Rese rva t ion

Mi l l e  La c s  M N
Re s er va t ion

Whi te
Ea r th  MN

Re s er va t ion

Red  Lake  M N
Re s er vat ion

Fort Frances

Pinecreek

Noyes

Saint Vincent

Pembina

Ross

OrleansHumboldt

Swift
Salol

RoseauFox

Roosevelt

Lancaster

Northcote

Williams

Badger
Hallock

Island ViewRanier

Lake Bronson

International Falls

Pencer
Greenbush

Wannaska

Bowesmont

Halma

Pelland

Kennedy

Ericsburg

Karlstad

Skime
Strathcona

Donaldson
RobbinDrayton

RayLittlefork

Strandquist
Cashel

Crane Lake

Middle River

Stephen

Newfolden
Argyle

Buyck

Holt

Cusson

Nett Lake

Radium
Viking

Orr

Rosewood

Warren

AlvaradoOslo

Goodridge

Gheen

Thief River Falls
Angus

High Landing

Tabor

Gemmell

Manvel

Saum

Cook

Saint Hilaire

Craigville

Kelliher

Soudan

Mizpah

Sherack

Tower

Euclid

Togo

Effie

NorthomeShooks

Angora

Redby

Babbitt

Dorothy

Red Lake

Plummer

Little Rock

East Grand Forks

Grand Forks

Red Lake Falls

Embarrass

Funkley
Bigfork

Oklee

Terrebonne

Wirt

Brooks

Britt

Alvwood

Trail

Blackduck

Gully

Fisher

Crookston

Gonvick

Thompson

Hines

Spring Lake

Puposky

Aurora

Biwabik

Hoyt Lakes

Clearbrook

Squaw Lake

Tenstrike

Franklin

Max

Mountain Iron

Mentor

Marcell

Virginia
McKinley

Leonard

Kinney

Erskine

Gilbert

Eldred

Buhl

McIntosh

Reynolds

Inger

Turtle River

Chisholm
Eveleth

Pinewood

Maple Bay

Leonidas

Greenview

Fosston

Climax

Iron Junction

Stevenson Hibbing

Buxton

Lavinia

Shevlin

Kelly Lake

Solway

Pennington

Bagley

Wilton

Winger

Keewatin

Lengby

Fertile
Beltrami

Bemidji
Ebro

Nashwauk

Nielsville

Pengilly

Calumet

Marble

Bejou

Cass Lake

ShellyCaledonia

Taconite

Deer River

Lockhart

Schley

Zemple
Bena

Ball Club

Bovey
Coleraine

Becida

Hillsboro

Cohasset

Gary

Guthrie

Grand Rapids

Beaulieu

La Prairie

Halstad

Federal Dam

Mahnomen

Blanchard

Wilkinson

Blackberry
Goodland

Ada

Lake Itasca

Naytahwaush

Laporte

Warba

Twin Valley

Boy River

Hendrum

Lake George

Fossum

Swan River
Canyon

Benedict

Grandin

Tobique

Wawina

Waubun
Borup

Flom

Walker

Hunter

Perley

Remer

Alborn

Gardner

Whipholt

Ogema
White Earth

Hill City

Culver

Two Inlets

Arnold

Ulen

Burnett

Arthur

Felton

Inguadona

Longville

Georgetown

Akeley

SaginawBrookston

Argusville

Nevis

Swatara

Hermantown

Ponsford

Hackensack

Callaway
Richwood

Duluth

Amenia

Hitterdal

Kragnes

Park Rapids

AverillHarwood

Osage

Proctor

North River

Superior

Outing

OakportReile's Acres

Cloquet

Lake Park

Scanlon

Backus

Hubbard

Rochert

Hawley

Casselton

Audubon

Mapleton

Glyndon

DilworthFargo

South SuperiorOliver

West Fargo

Thomson
Carlton

SawyerCromwell

Wolf Lake

Palisade

Detroit Lakes

Fifty Lakes
Emily

South Range

Chickamaw Beach

Manhattan Beach

Wrenshall

Prairie Rose

Menahga

Pine River

Frontier

Briarwood Sabin

Frazee

Mahtowa

DownerHorace

Cormorant

Jenkins

Rustad

Hillview

Hassman

Baker

Breezy Point

Davenport

Nimrod

Pequot Lakes

Luce

Sebeka
Vergas

Oxbow

Hickson Barnesville
Comstock

Aitkin

Oylen

Kindred

Perham

Nisswa
Leader

Blue Grass

Pelican Rapids

Dent

Christine

Lawndale

New York Mills

WolvertonWalcott

RichvilleErhardColfax

Graceton
Baudette

Clementson

Manitou Indus

Loman

Grygla

Four Town

Grand Falls
Big Falls

Waskish

Margie

Ponemah

MakinenForbes

Zim

Melrude

Cotton
Kelsey

Toivola

Shaw
PayneElmer

Meadowlands

Prosit

Jacobson

Floodwood

Gowan

Sheshebee

Wright

TamarackMcGregor

Kimberly

Lawler
East Lake

Warroad

Cross Lake

Red
(Lower

Red)

Pelican

Superior

Big

Cass

Pelican

Shell

Red
(Upper
Red)

Boy

Pike
Bay

Lake of
the Woods

North
Lida

Winnibigoshish

Rainy

Thief

Nett

Flat

Leech

Lac la
Croix

Copyright:© 2009 ESRI

Path: \\mspe-gis-file\GISProjLarge\MinnPower\182035\map_docs\PI\OpenHouse_2\OH2_StudyArea_AnsiE_L.mxd

Preliminary Route Alternatives

Route Corridor

Study Area

Project Substation

State Boundary

County Boundary

Reservation Boundary

!( City

Waterbody

River / Stream

F0 10
Miles

??A????33????????????????33AAAA????????

LLaakkee ooffoooo
tthhtt eee WWWWWWoooWWWW oooddssssdddStudy Corridors

Route 
Alternatives

Route Alternatives

Study Corridors

((!!!!tttyyyy
oouunnttyy

LLeennggb
(!!

(!!

uunnttyy
ooouuunntttyy PPPooooolkkkkk CCCCCooouuunntt

MMaahhnnoommeenn CCoo

WWWWWinnggeerr

BBBBeejjjjoouu

Study Area

MANITOBA
ONTARIO

MINNESOTA

NORTH
DAKOTA

WISCONSINSOUTH
DAKOTA

IOWA
NEBRASKA

Ro
ut

in
g 

pr
oc

es
s

Re
vi

ew
 r

eg
ul

at
or

y 
&

 
en

gi
ne

er
in

g 
gu

id
el

in
es

Re
vi

ew
 a

nd
 c

on
si

de
r 

pu
bl

ic
 a

nd
 a

ge
nc

y 
in

pu
t

Id
en

tif
y 

st
ud

y 
ar

ea

Pu
bl

ic
 o

pe
n 

ho
us

e 
m

ee
tin

gs

N
ot

ify
 p

ub
lic

 a
nd

 a
ge

nc
ie

s 
of

 
se

le
ct

ed
 r

ou
te

s

Fe
de

ra
l a

nd
 S

ta
te

 a
ge

nc
y 

m
ee

tin
gs

Fe
de

ra
l a

nd
 S

ta
te

 
ag

en
cy

 m
ee

tin
gs

Lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t 

m
ee

tin
gs

Pu
bl

ic
 o

pe
n 

ho
us

e 
m

ee
tin

gs

Lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t 

m
ee

tin
gs

Fe
de

ra
l a

nd
 S

ta
te

 
ag

en
cy

 m
ee

tin
gs

Re
vi

ew
 d

at
a,

 in
pu

t,
 a

nd
 

re
gu

la
to

ry
 a

nd
 e

ng
in

ee
ri
ng

 
gu

id
el

in
es

S
el

ec
t 

ro
ut

es

R
ou

te
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

S
ta

ke
h

ol
d

er
 O

u
tr

ea
ch

Id
en

tif
y 

po
ss

ib
le

 
pr

oj
ec

t 
en

d 
po

in
ts

Pu
bl

ic
 a

nd
 a

ge
nc

y 
ou

tr
ea

ch
 e

ff
or

ts
 o

cc
ur

 
co

nt
in

uo
us

ly
 t

hr
ou

gh
ou

t 
th

e 
pr

oc
es

s

S
ta

ke
ho

ld
er

 
w

or
ks

ho
ps

D
ev

el
op

 r
ou

te
 a

lte
rn

at
iv

es

K
ey

 P
ro

je
ct

 M
ile

st
on

es

A
na

ly
ze

 r
ou

te
 a

lte
rn

at
iv

es

C
ol

le
ct

 d
ig

ita
l a

nd
 

ID
EN

TI
FY

 
S

TU
D

Y
 A

R
EA

D
EF

IN
E 

S
TU

D
Y

 
C

O
R

R
ID

O
R

S

S
EL

EC
T 

R
O

U
TE

S

se
gm

en
t 

ne
tw

or
k

D
EV

EL
O

P
R

O
U

TE
 

A
LT

ER
N

A
TI

V
ES

W
e 

ar
e 

h
er

e

Outreach: Early - Often - Ongoing
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Regulatory process

MINNESOTA
A 
(CN) and a Route Permit 
from the MN Public Utilities 
Commission are required. 
An Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is also 
required.

A Federal Presidential 
Permit from the Dept. of 
Energy is required because 
the project crosses the U.S./
Canada border. An EIS is 
also required.

FEDERAL

Additional permits from 
federal, state, and local 
agencies will be required.

OTHER

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Winter Spring FallSummer Winter Spring FallSummer Winter Spring FallSummer Winter Spring FallSummer Winter Spring FallSummer

Presidential Permit/EIS

: Fall 2013
Filing: Winter 2014
Approval: Fall 2015

: Spring 2013
Filing: Summer 2013
Approval: Spring/Summer 
2014

Route Permit/EIS
Filing: Winter 2014
Approval: Fall 2015

Additional Permits

Pre-application consultation: Fall 2015
Filing: Spring-Fall 2017
Approval: Spring-Fall 2017

Preliminary 345 kV structure design
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Typical Spans: 
800 ft - 1200 ft
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Preliminary 500 kV structure design

Typical Spans: 
1,000 ft - 1,450 ft

Right-of-way: 
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Preliminary 500 kV structure design
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Typical structures

500 kV Guy Delta 
Suspension Tower

345 kV 
Double Circuit 
Steel Pole

500 kV Self-Supporting 
Suspension Tower

500 kV Guyed Dead 
End/Corner Structure

The structures depicted here 
are typical representations 
of constructed transmission 
lines that are similar to the 
structures being considered 
for the Great Northern 
Transmission Line. The 
actual structure design for 
the project may differ. 

Typical right-of-way acquisition process

LANDOWNER COMPENSATION

County Assessor 
appraisals

Comparable  
sales data

Agricultural 
statistics

RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENT 
ACQUISITION PROCESS

$$$

WHAT IS RIGHT-OF-WAY (ROW)?
 The actual land 

such as the construction, operation, 
and maintenance of a transmission 
line.

ROW Width: This project typically 
requires 200 ft of ROW (100 ft on 
either side of the structure).

ROW Acreage: Approximately 24 
acres of ROW will be required per 
mile of transmission line.

Minnesota Power contacts the landowner 
to begin discussing right-of-way needs.

$
Minnesota Power makes offer to 
landowner based on fair market value. 

Fair market value will be researched prior to making offers.

Final route is determined.

Minnesota Power and the landowner 
agree and the easement is recorded.

Minnesota Power will select routes to submit through 
the State and Federal regulatory process in early 2014. 

Minnesota Power constructs, operates, 
and maintains the transmission line 
within the right-of-way.

100 feet100 feet

200 feet total ROW



We want your input!

How to stay informed and give us your input: 

• Visit our website at: 
www.greatnortherntransmissionline.com

• Submit a comment at a meeting or online

• Call our toll-free information line:  
877.657.9934

• Join our mailing list

• Email us at: 
info@greatnortherntransmissionline.com

Television (6 in.)
7 mG

Electric & Magnetic Fields (EMF)

necessarily represent the measurements for the Great Northern Transmission Line.

EMF decrease 
rapidly with 
distance from 
the source
Exposure to EMF directly 
beneath a 500 kV 
transmission line is similar 
to that of a hairdryer or a 
microwave at a distance of 6 
inches.
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Exit Survey
Please take a few minutes to help us 

improve our open house public meetings.

1) Name (optional):

2) Is this the first open house meeting for the Great Northern Transmission Line Project you have attended?
Yes No

3) Which open house meeting location is closest to your property?
Baudette

Bigfork

Clearbrook
Blackduck

Grand Rapids

Grygla

Greenbush
Lancaster

Northome
Littlefork

Roseau

Thief River Falls
Taconite

4) Do you own property in one or more of the route alternatives?
Yes No

5) In your opinion, what is the MOST IMPORTANT routing factor?
Impacts to agricultural operations

Impacts to wildlife habitat, wetlands or  
endangered species

Impacts to timber/forestry operations

Impacts to public lands

How close the line is to my house
Cost

Following existing roads, pipelines, railways, etc.

6) In your opinion, what is the SECOND MOST IMPORTANT routing factor?
Impacts to agricultural operations

Impacts to wildlife habitat, wetlands or  
endangered species

Impacts to timber/forestry operations

Impacts to public lands

How close the line is to my house
Cost

Following existing roads, pipelines, railways, etc.

7) In your opinion, what is the LEAST IMPORTANT routing factor?
Impacts to agricultural operations

Impacts to wildlife habitat, wetlands or  
endangered species

Impacts to timber/forestry operations

Impacts to public lands

How close the line is to my house
Cost

Following existing roads, pipelines, railways, etc.

8) What is more important to you?
Fair compensation if the line is located on my propertyHow the line will impact my property

9) What is more important to you?
How the line affects how I use my land 
(farming, hunting, timber, etc.)

How close the line is to my house

10) Which statement best describes how you feel about the Great Northern Transmission Line?
I do not understand why Minnesota Power 
is building a new line

I understand the need for the project and it would be 
acceptable to locate the line on or near my property.

I understand the need for the project. I understand the need for the project, but I don’t want 
it located on my property.

11) Use this space to provide any additional input.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please fold, fasten, and mail. No envelope necessary. 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 
 

Great Northern Transmission Line Team 
c/o HDR Engineering 
701 Xenia Ave South, 600 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
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What is the project?
The Great Northern Transmission Line will carry hydropower from 
Manitoba Hydro to Minnesota Power’s customers to bring clean, emission-
free energy into Minnesota. The Great Northern Transmission Line will consist of two transmission lines:

• Phase 1: 500 kV transmission line from the Canadian border to Minnesota’s Iron Range, and
• Phase 2: 345 kV double circuit transmission line from the Iron Range to near Duluth, Minnesota.

Minnesota Power is moving forward with the routing, siting, and permitting process for Phase 1. We fully 
anticipate both phases of the Project to be constructed; however, the 500 kV line is our initial priority. Phase 2 
has been deferred until further notice.

What is the Phase 1 project schedule?
The project schedule is driven by state and federal regulatory requirements and the required June 2020  
in-service date. 

Visit us online: www.GreatNor thernTransmissionLine.com
Call our toll-free hotline: 1-877-657-9934
Email us: info@GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com

Preliminary 500 kV Structure Design
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This meeting is intended to:
1. Provide project information
2. Explain our routing process
3. Answer your questions
4. Gather your input to help us 

select routes for the state and 
federal permitting processes

Fill out the enclosed 
comment form to 
give us your input!

For more information 
or to provide input:

Right-of-way acquisition process

100 feet100 feet

200 feet total ROW

What is ROW? 
Typically a strip of land used for a public 
purpose such as the construction, operation, and 
maintenance of a road or transmission line.

This project 
typically 
requires 200 ft 
of ROW (100 ft 
on each side of 
the centerline).

We 
are 

here

How can I stay involved?

MARCH 2014: Watch for notice and attend 
CN Hearing or provide written comments – 
hosted by PUC/Administrative Law Judge

MARCH 2014: Watch for notice and attend 
RP Scoping Meeting or provide written 
comments  – hosted by MN Department of 
Commerce

ONGOING: Sign up for Minnesota Power’s 
quarterly newsletter, Great Northern News, 
or visit us online at www.greatnorthern 
transmissionline.com

NOW: Sign up for the Public Utilities 

(CN) mailing list at www.puc.state.
mn.us in Docket No. E015/CN-12-1163 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2013: Watch for 
notice and attend CN Scoping Meeting or 
provide written comments – hosted by 
MN Department of Commerce

FEBRUARY 2014: Sign up for PUC’s 
Route Permit (RP) mailing list at  
www.puc.state.mn.us  
(Docket to be determined)

Upcoming Public Involvement Opportunities

Minnesota Power or its representative contacts 
the landowner to begin discussing right-of-way 
needs, location and landowner concerns.

$
Minnesota Power researches a fair market value and 
then makes offer for the use of the right-of-way. 

Minnesota Power and the landowner come to an 

Minnesota Power constructs, operates, and maintains 
the transmission line within the right-of-way.

Landowner continues to own and use the land. The 

or access to the land.
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PLANNING STATE & FEDERAL  
REVIEW

DESIGN &  
PERMITTING

CONSTRUCTION

Route Alternatives

Study Corridors

In Summer 2012, the original Study Area covered approximately 20,000 square miles. Through the routing process, Minnesota Power 

factors that were either compatible (“opportunities”) or incompatible (“constraints”) with line development, engineering and regulatory 
guidelines, agency feedback and public input. 

HOW DID WE GET HERE?

SELECTING ROUTES TO SUBMIT FOR STATE/FEDERAL REVIEW
The current Phase 1 Route Alternatives cover approximately only 550 square miles. The two or more routes submitted through the state 

the regulatory process.

We are 
here

>> NEXT STEP: PERMITTING AND DESIGN

Study Area 
Summer 2012

Study Corridors
Fall 2012

Route Alternatives
Spring 2013

Approximately 20,000 square 
miles.

Approximately 8,000 square 
miles or 60% of the Study Area 
removed

Approximately 2,500 square 
miles or 70% of the Study  
Corridors removed

Route Alternatives
Fall 2013

Approximately 550 square miles 
or 78% of the Route Alternatives 
Spring 2013 removed



Meeting Purpose
The September public open house meetings will allow 
landowners, stakeholders, and interested members of the public 
to learn more about the project and our transmission line routing 
process, discuss questions and concerns with 
our project team, and give us input that we 
can carefully review and consider as we select 
routes for the state and federal permitting 
processes. 

For More Information
 Call: 877.657.9934
 Visit: www.GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com
 Email: info@GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com

Project Phases
Minnesota Power is proposing to build the Great Northern 
Transmission Line to bring clean, emission-free energy into 
Minnesota, meet growing energy demands and increase system 
reliability. The Great Northern Transmission Line will consist of two 
transmission lines: 

• Phase 1: 500 kV transmission line from the Canadian 
border to Minnesota’s Iron Range, and

• Phase 2: 345 kV double circuit transmission line from the 
Iron Range to near Duluth, Minnesota. 

Minnesota Power is moving forward with the routing, siting, and 
permitting process for Phase 1. We fully anticipate both phases 
of the Project to be constructed; however, the 500 kV line is our 
initial priority. At this point, a timeframe has not been determined 
when Minnesota Power will continue development of Phase 2.

UPDATE: The Great 
Northern Transmission 
Line has developed 
re  ned route 
alternatives (in purple). 
Input gathered from 
the October 2012 
and April 2013 public 
meetings, ongoing 
agency meetings, and 
comments submitted 
through our website, 
hotline, and email 
were used to develop 
these routes. We are 
seeking your input on 
these re  ned route 
alternatives.

www.GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com

By attending an open house, 
you will:
1. Learn about the project.
2. Discuss the routing process 

with project team members.
3. Provide input to help us 

select routes for the state 
and federal permitting 
processes.

Detailed maps available online at: www.GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com/map/

If you can’t attend in person or want more information, visit our online meeting anytime September 9-30, 2013. Online 
meetings provide video clips along with the same maps and information boards used at the open house meetings.

www.GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com/online-meeting

JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE 
MEETING NEAR YOU! 
Stop by anytime during one of the meetings listed below. 
No formal presentation will be given. The project team will be 
available to give small group tours and answer your questions. 
Informational materials and detailed maps will be displayed at 
each open house.  Light refreshments will be provided.

Date and City Time Venue Name & Address

WEEK ONE

Clearbrook
Monday
September 9

5 pm - 
7 pm

Clear Waters Life Center
256 2nd Ave SW
Clearbrook, MN 56634

Grygla
Tuesday
September 10

11 am - 
1 pm

Grygla Community Center
127 S Main Ave
Grygla, MN 56727

Thief River Falls
Tuesday
September 10

5 pm - 
7 pm

Ralph Engelstad Arena Imperial Room
525 Brooks Avenue North
Thief River Falls, MN 56701

Lancaster
Wednesday
September 11

11 am - 
1 pm

Lancaster Community Center
118 Central Ave S
Lancaster, MN 56735

MEETING DATES AND LOCATIONS FOR PHASE  1*

Date and City Time Venue Name & Address
Greenbush
Thursday 
September 12

11 am - 
1 pm

Greenbush Community Center
244 Main St N
Greenbush, MN 56726

Roseau
Thursday
September 12

5 pm - 
7 pm

Roseau Civic Center
121 Center Street East
Roseau, MN 56751

Baudette
Friday
September 13

11 am - 
1 pm

Baudette Ambulance Garage
111 First Ave SW
Baudette, MN 56623

WEEK TWO

Taconite
Monday 
September 16

5 pm - 
7 pm

Taconite Community Center
26 Haynes Street South
Taconite, MN 55786

Blackduck
Tuesday
September 17

5 pm - 
7 pm

Blackduck Public High School
156 1st Street NE
Blackduck, MN 56630

Littlefork
Wednesday 
September 18

11 am - 
1 pm

Littlefork Community Center
220 Main Street
Littlefork, MN 56653

Northome
Wednesday 
September 18

5 pm - 
7 pm

Northome Public School
11731 MN Hwy 1
Northome, MN 56661

Bigfork
Thursday
September 19

11 am - 
1 pm

Bigfork City Hall
200 Main Ave
Bigfork, MN 56628

Grand Rapids
Thursday 
September 19

5 pm - 
7 pm

Timber Lake Lodge
144 SE 17th Street
Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Public Open House Invitation

c/o HDR Engineering  
701 Xenia Ave South, 600
Minneapolis, MN 55416

Visit our online meeting anytime September 9–30, 2013 at:

www.GreatNorthernTransmissionLine.com/
online-meeting

*Meetings for the routing process of Phase 2 - the 345 kV line - have not been scheduled at this time. Phase 2 has been deferred until further notice.




