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This public comment has been sent via the form at: mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/publicComments.html

You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project. 

Project Name: Certificate of Need Application - Great Northern Transmission Line

Docket number: E015/CN-12-1163

User Name: S Sedgwick

County: Itasca County

City: Bigfork

Email: sedgwick@paulbunyan.net

Phone:

Impact:  March 13, 2014

Venue chosen for PUC hearing:

On January 25, I sent an email to the PUC contact Bill Storm, but did not receive an acknowledgement.  I am
 resubmitting my comment that the venues selected for the public hearing were placed at a distance (over 50 miles)
 from those affected.  I believed that Grand Rapids or Bemidji locations would not afford an accessible location for
 many people living along the east/west southern alternatives because of distance, weather, evening timing and gas
 prices.  There are large meeting rooms in Northome, Effie, Bigfork and Marcell.  In fact, myself and two others
 were unable to attend the February public meeting in Grand Rapids due to weather conditions.  My request is that
 future administrative law judge hearings are placed in or near the corridors.

Route location/environmental impacts:

My second comment is regarding locating a transmission line with a 200 foot open easement and towers above the
 treeline in the scenic wilderness area south and east of Effie.  In this area, which is highly dependent on tourism,
 there is aesthetic value in not creating visible manmade structures. 

For seasonal residents, there is also value in privacy.  A new open path through the forest will create access where
 none is wanted.  I would like to know why this line is not colocated with the existing transmission line running near
 Highway 65. 

Also, in my opinion, the creation of a new access route through remote forested areas will affect wildlife.  A recent
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 article in a UK newspaper describing research into why transmission lines fragment animal habitats may be of
 interest in this regard:  http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/powerlines-disturb-animal-habitats-by-
appearing-as-disturbing-flashes-of-uv-light-invisible-to-the-human-eye-9187631.html .

Excerpt:  “Many other species, from birds in the Arctic to elephants in Africa, can also see ultraviolet radiation
 which may explain why different kinds of animals in widely varying habitats all tend to avoid overhead power lines
 even though they are considered to be inert and invisible to wildlife, they said.”

Alternate source of power:

My experience is that major utility companies serving Minnesota have not supported the concept of distributed
 generation and IPPs, which would provide redundant power points with reduced number of transmission lines. I
 believe smaller, distributed power plants would be a better alterative both for our logging industry and our
 economy.

Mitigation: Colocate this line with the existing transmission line running near Highway 65. 

Support independent power projects with distributed locations.   
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This information has also been entered into a centralized database for
future analysis.

For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact:

Andrew Koebrick
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us
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