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Re: Great Northern High Transmission Line Certificate of Need request-
 
My name is Don Peterson and I am a landowner along an alternative route running west to
 east,crossing highway 6, south of Big Fork. I only recently learned of this project which has
 been in the works since September 2012, from a fellow landowner down the road from our
 property. My son and I acquired this property in March 2012.  I was never notified by Allete,
 Minnesota Power or Great Northern Transmission Line. When I contacted them, I was told
 they purchase a list of landowners from the county, and these lists are frequently not up to
 date.   Apparently current Minnesota law does not prevent rich and powerful companies from
 making plans to confiscate property from private individuals without their knowledge. I am
 sure you would like to know when some large company is planning to expropriate a portion of
 your land.
 
As I understand their request it is for a 3,000 foot wide route corridor and then later they can
 decide where best to put a 300 foot right of way.  Our land is 77 acres, about a half mile long,
 so this  would pretty well cover our entire property and then if this route is approved they can
 decide later where to put the right of way which would slice up our property pretty good,
 while paying us a pittance for destroying the value of our property.   This land is for timber
 growth and wildlife habitat. We have established trails, and started on planting trees, bushes
 and  food plots that will be a benefit to various species of animals and birds in the area. 
 
Sadly,  a large portion of cedar bogs and mixed hardwood forest to the south and west of our
 property, all of it at least 100 to 300 years old, would be destroyed in the process of building
 the transmission line through this area, causing serious loss of important shelter to deer and
 other species living in the area.
 
Minnesota Power claims that this monstrous transmission line will create 250 jobs in the
 design and construction phase of this project.  It would be interesting to know how many of
 these temporary jobs will go to citizens of Minnesota.
 
Minnesota Power claims this line is needed to meet future power needs, much of it from the
 mining industry in the Mesabi Range in the Superior National Forest.  I suppose much of the
 need for this additional  power would come from the proposed  copper mine, PolyMet’s
 NorthMet mine that hasn’t yet received approval from the EPA or the federal  government. 
 The company would dig up nearly 1,000 acres spruce dominated wetlands and waterways
 that feed into the Boundary Waters and Lake Superior.  It would dig an open pit mine to
 depths of 700 feet over 20 years, creating sulfuric acid and mercury in the mining process,
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 according to the Audubon Society. 
 
I cannot imagine that a mining permit for this project will be approved by the EPA or the
 federal government. And, if there is no mine, is there really a need for this Transmission Line
 at this time?
 
At some point, don’t we have to ask ourselves-How much of our valuable dwindling natural
 resources are we willing to sacrifice in the name of “Economic Impact” and “Temporary
 Jobs”? And are the rights of private individuals important anymore?
Don Peterson
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